Georg Hegel (1770-1831)

Hegel , ({eorg) Wilhelm F(riedrich) (1770-1831), German idealist philosopher, who beca
of the 19th century. Hegel was born in Stuttgart on August 27, 1770, the son of a reven
brought up in an atnosphere of Protestant Pietism and becane thoroughly acquainted wth
studying at the Stuttgart gymnasi um (preparatory school). Encouraged by his father to b
sem nary at the University of TObingen in 1788. There he devel oped friendships with the
phi |l osopher Friedrich WIhel mJoseph von Schelling. Having conpleted a course of study
decided not to enter the ninistry, Hegel becanme (1793) a private tutor in Berne, Switze
position in Frankfurt. Two years later his father died, |eaving a financial |egacy that

In 1801 Hegel went to the University of Jena, where he studied, wote, and eventually b
The Phenonenol ogy of M nd (1807; trans. 1910), one of his nost inportant works. He rens
when the city was taken by the French and he was forced to flee. Having exhausted the |
becane editor of the Banberger Zeitung in Bavaria. He disliked journalism however, and
for eight years as headrmaster of a Gymmasium During the Nurenberg years Hegel net and
children were born to the Hegel s, a daughter, who died soon after birth, and two sons,

Hegel had fathered an illegitimte son, Ludwi g, who eventually came to live with the He
publ i shed over a period of several years The Science of Logic (1812, 1813, 1816; trans.
prof essorship in philosophy at the University of Heidel berg. Soon after, he published i
his entire philosophy entitled Encycl opedia of the Phil osophical Sciences in Qutline (1
invited to teach at the University of Berlin, where he was to remain. He died in Berlin
epi deni c.

The last full-Iength work published by Hegel was The Phil osophy of Right (1821; trans.

notes, supplenmented by students' notes, were published after his death. Published |ectu
(1835-38; trans. 1920), Lectures on the History of Philosophy (1833-36; trans. 1892-96)
(1832; trans. 1895), and Lectures on the Phil osophy of Hi story (1837; trans. 1858). Str
al so read the works of the Dutch phil osopher Baruch Spinoza, the French witer Jean Jac
phi | osophers | manuel Kant, Johann Cottlieb Fichte, and Schelling. Although he often d
i nfluence is evident in his witings.

Phi | osophi cal Ai ns

Hegel's aimwas to set forth a phil osophical system so conprehensive that it would encao
and create a conceptual framework in terns of which both the past and future could be p
woul d require nothing short of a full account of reality itself. Thus, Hegel conceived
as a whole. This reality, or the total devel opnental process of everything that is, he
According to Hegel, the task of philosophy is to chart the devel opnent of Absolute Spir
internal rational structure of the Absolute; (2) denonstrating the manner in which the
human history; and (3) explicating the tel eol ogical nature of the Absolute, that is, sh
Absol ute is directed.

D al ectic

Concerning the rational structure of the Absolute, Hegel, follow ng the ancient Geek p
is rational is real and what is real is rational.s This nust be understood in terns of

ultimately be regarded as pure Thought, or Spirit, or Mnd, in the process of self-deve
governs this devel opnental process is dialectic. The dialectical method involves the na
progress, is the result of the conflict of opposites. Traditionally, this dinmension of

the categories of thesis, antithesis, and synthesis. Although Hegel tended to avoid the
his concept of the dialectic. The thesis, then, nmight be an idea or a historical novene
within itself inconpleteness that gives rise to opposition, or an antithesis, a conflic
conflict a third point of view arises, a synthesis, which overcones the conflict by rec
both the thesis and antithesis. This synthesis becones a new thesis that generates anot
synthesis, and in such a fashion the process of intellectual or historical devel opnent

Absolute Spirit itself (which is to say, the sumtotal of reality) develops in this dia
For Hegel, therefore, reality is understood as the Absolute unfolding dialectically in

Absol ut e undergoes this devel oprment, it nmanifests itself both in nature and in hunman hi
Being objectifying itself in material form Finite minds and human history are the proc
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which is nost kin to itself, nanely, spirit or consciousness. |In The Phenonenol ogy of M
mani festation fromthe sinplest [evel of consciousness, through self-consciousness, to

Sel f - Know edge of the Absolute

The goal of the dialectical cosmic process can be nost clearly understood at the | eve

under st andi ng, the Absolute progresses toward full self-know edge. |Indeed, the Absol ute
human mind's increased understanding of reality, or the Absolute. Hegel analyzed this h
terms of three levels: art, religion, and philosophy. Art grasps the Absolute in nateri
sensible forms of beauty. Art is conceptually superseded by religion, which grasps the
synbol s. The highest religion for Hegel is Christianity, for in Christianity the truth
synbolically reflected in the incarnation. Philosophy, however, is conceptually suprene
Once this has been achieved, the Absolute has arrived at full self-consciousness, and t
goal. Only at this point did Hegel identify the Absolute with God. NGod is God, & Hege

Phi | osophy of History

In the process of analyzing the nature of Absolute Spirit, Hegel nade significant contr
i ncl udi ng the phil osophy of history and social ethics. Wth respect to history, his tw
freedom NThe only Thought, @& mai nt ai ned Hegel, RNwhich Phil osophy brings %to the conten
conception of Reason; that Reason is the Sovereign of the world, that the history of th
rati onal process.e&e As a rational process, history is a record of the devel opment of hun
progression fromless freedomto greater freedom

Ethics and Politics

Hegel 's social and political views energe nost clearly in his discussion of norality (N
the level of norality, right and wong is a matter of individual conscience. One nust,
social ethics, for duty, according to Hegel, is not essentially the product of individu
the mdst of social relationships; thus, the only context in which duty can truly exi st
in the state one of the individual's highest duties. lIdeally, the state is the manifest
expression of the ethical spirit. Cbedience to this general will is the act of a free a
conservative, but he should not be interpreted as sanctioning totalitarianism for he a
by any actual state is norally unacceptable.

I nfl uence

At the tine of Hegel's death, he was the nost proninent philosopher in Germany. His vie
were highly regarded. His followers soon divided into right-wing and | eft-w ng Hegelian
ri ght-wi ng Hegelians offered a conservative interpretation of his work. They enphasi zed
phi |l osophy and Christianity. Politically, they were orthodox. The |left-w ng Hegelians e
politics, many of them becane revolutionaries. This historically inportant |left-w ng gr
Bauer, Friedrich Engels, and Karl Marx. Engels and Marx were particularly influenced by
dialectically, but they replaced Hegel's phil osophical idealismw th materialism Hege
i mpact on 19th-century and early 20th-century British philosophy, notably that of Franc
phi |l osophers as Josi ah Royce, and on ltalian philosophy through Benedetto Croce. Hege

t he Dani sh phil osopher S@& en Ki erkegaard. Phenonenol ogy has been influenced by Hegel's
ext ensi ve and diverse inpact of Hegel's ideas on subsequent philosophy is evidence of t
extraordi nary depth of his thought.
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