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The Iliad

transl ated by Sanuel Butler

Sing, O goddess, the anger of Achilles son of Pel eus, that brought countless ills upon the 2
And which of the gods was it that set themon to quarrel? It was the son of Jove and Leto;

"Sons of Atreus," he cried, "and all other Achaeans, may the gods who dwell in O ynpus grant
On this the rest of the Achaeans with one voice were for respecting the priest and taking th
The old man feared hi mand obeyed. Not a word he spoke, but went by the shore of the sound
Thus did he pray, and Apollo heard his prayer. He cane down furious fromthe sumits of Ay
For nine whol e days he shot his arrows anmong the people, but upon the tenth day Achilles ca
"Son of Atreus," said he, "I deemthat we should now turn roving hone if we would escape des
Wth these words he sat down, and Cal chas son of Thestor, w sest of augurs, who knew things
"Achilles, loved of heaven, you bid nme tell you about the anger of King Apollo, | will there
And Achilles answered, "Fear not, but speak as it is borne in upon you from heaven, for by 2
Thereon the seer spoke boldly. "The god," he said, "is angry neither about vow nor hecatonb
Wth these words he sat down, and Aganemon rose in anger. His heart was black with rage, a
And Achilles answered, "Mst noble son of Atreus, covetous beyond all mankind, how shall the
Then Aganemon said, "Achilles, valiant though you be, you shall not thus outwit me. You sh
Achilles scow ed at him and answered, "You are steeped in insolence and lust of gain. Wth
And Aganmemmon answered, "Fly if you will, | shall nmake you no prayers to stay you. | have ¢
The son of Peleus was furious, and his heart within his shaggy breast was divided whether ta
And M nerva said, "I conme fromheaven, if you will hear ne, to bid you stay your anger. Jun
"CGoddess, " answered Achilles, "however angry a man nay be, he must do as you two command hin
He stayed his hand on the silver hilt of his sword, and thrust it back into the scabbard as
But the son of Peleus again began railing at the son of Atreus, for he was still in a rage.

Wth this the son of Pel eus dashed his gol d-bestudded sceptre on the ground and took his sea

"Of a truth," he said, "a great sorrow has befallen the Achaean land. Surely Priamw th his
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And Aganmemmon answered, "Sir, all that you have said is true, but this fell ow nust needs bec
Achilles interrupted him "I should be a nean coward,"” he cried, "were | to give in to you
When they had quarrelled thus angrily, they rose, and broke up the assenbly at the ships of

These, then, went on board and sailed their ways over the sea. But the son of Atreus bade th
Thus did they busy thensel ves throughout the host. But Agamenmon did not forget the threat

He charged them straightly further and disnissed them whereon they went their way sorrow ul
Patroclus did as his dear conrade had bidden him He brought Briseis fromthe tent and gave
As he spoke he wept aloud, and his nother heard himwhere she was sitting in the depths of t
Achilles drew a deep sigh and said, "You knowit; why tell you what you know well| already?

"On this the rest of the Achaeans with one voice were for respecting the priest and taking t
"Hel p your brave son, therefore, if you are able. Go to AQynpus, and if you have ever done
Thetis wept and answered, "My son, woe is ne that | should have borne or suckled you. Wuld
On this she left him still furious at the loss of her that had been taken fromhim Meanwh
So saying he gave the girl over to her father, who received her gladly, and they ranged the
Thus did he pray, and Apollo heard his prayer. Wen they had done praying and sprinkling th
Thus all day long the young nmen worshi pped the god with song, hyming himand chaunting the
But Achilles abode at his ships and nursed his anger. He went not to the honourabl e assenb
Now after twelve days the i mortal gods cane back in a body to dynpus, and Jove | ed the way
"Fat her Jove, if | ever did you service in word or deed anong the immortal s, hear ny prayer,
Jove sat for a while silent, and without a word, but Thetis still kept firmhold of his knee
At this Jove was nuch troubled and answered, "I shall have trouble if you set me quarrelling
As he spoke the son of Saturn bowed his dark brows, and the anbrosial |ocks swayed on his in
When the pair had thus laid their plans, they parted- Jove to his house, while the goddess ¢
"Juno," replied the sire of gods and nmen, "you rmust not expect to be inforned of all ny coun
"Dread son of Saturn," answered Juno, "what are you tal king about? 1? Pry and ask questions
"Wfe," said Jove, "I can do nothing but you suspect ne and find it out. You will take noth
On this Juno was frightened, so she curbed her stubborn will and sat down in silence. But t
As he spoke, he took a double cup of nectar, and placed it in his nother's hand. "Cheer up
Juno sniled at this, and as she sniled she took the cup fromher son's hands. Then Vulcan d

Thus through the livelong day to the going down of the sun they feasted, and every one had h



BOOK |1 (1)
kb%[ihé-éiher gods and the arnmed warriors on the plain slept soundly, but Jove was wakef ul
The dream went when it had heard its nessage, and soon reached the ships of the Achaeans. |
"You are sl eeping, son of Atreus; one who has the welfare of his host and so nmuch other care
The dreamthen left him and he thought of things that were, surely not to be acconplished.
The goddess Dawn now wended her way to vast O ynmpus that she might herald day to Jove and ta
"My friends," said he, "I have had a dream from heaven in the dead of night, and its face an
He then sat down, and Nestor the prince of Pylos with all sincerity and goodw || addressed t
Wth this he led the way fromthe assenbly, and the other sceptred kings rose with himin ob
"My friends," he said, "heroes, servants of Mars, the hand of heaven has been laid heavily u
Wth these words he noved the hearts of the multitude, so nany of them as knew not the cunn
Then surely the Argives would have returned after a fashion that was not fated. But Juno sa
M nerva was not slack to do her bidding. Down she darted fromthe topnmost summits of O ynpu
U ysses knew the voice as that of the goddess: he flung his cloak fromhimand set off to ru
Whenever he nmet a king or chieftain, he stood by himand spoke himfairly. "Sir," said he,
But when he came across any common man who was naki ng a noise, he struck himwith his staff
Thus masterfully did he go about anong the host, and the people hurried back to the counci
The rest now took their seats and kept to their own several places, but Thersites still went

"Aganemon, " he cried, "what ails you now, and what nore do you want? Your tents are filled
Thus railed Thersites, but U ysses at once went up to himand rebuked himsternly. "Check y
On this he beat himwi th his staff about the back and shoulders till he dropped and fell a-w
Thus said the people. Then U ysses rose, sceptre in hand, and Mnerva in the |ikeness of a
"Ki ng Aganemon, the Achaeans are for naking you a by-word anong all mankind. They forget t
"Al'l who have not since perished nust renenber as though it were yesterday or the day before
On this the Argives raised a shout, till the ships rang again with the uproar. Nestor, knig
And Aganmenmnon answered, "Nestor, you have again outdone the sons of the Achaeans in counsel

Thus he spoke, and the Achaeans roared appl ause. As when the waves run high before the blas

Thus he prayed, but the son of Saturn would not fulfil his prayer. He accepted the sacrifice

Thus did he speak, and Agamemmon heeded his words. He at once sent the criers round to cal



They were |ike great flocks of geese, or cranes, or swans on the plain about the waters of C
As countl ess swarns of flies buzz around a herdsman's honmestead in the tine of spring when t
The chiefs disposed their men this way and that before the fight began, drafting themout as
And now, O Muses, dwellers in the mansions of Aynpus, tell me- for you are goddesses and ar
Penel eos, Leitus, Arcesilaus, Prothoenor, and O onius were captains of the Boeotians. These
Ascal aphus and | al menus, sons of Mars, led the people that dwelt in Aspl edon and O chonenus
The Phoceans were | ed by Schedi us and Epi strophus, sons of mighty Iphitus the son of Naubolu
Ajax, the fleet son of Ol eus, commanded the Locrians. He was not so great, nor nearly so g
The fierce Abantes held Euboea with its cities, Chalcis, Eretria, Histiaea rich in vines, Ce
And they that held the strong city of Athens, the people of great Erechtheus, who was born @
Aj ax brought twelve ships from Salanis, and stationed them al ongsi de those of the Athenians.
BOOK |1 (2)

}hé-;é;-s;-ﬁwgos, agai n, and those who held the walls of Tiryns, with Hermnione, and Asine up
Those who held the strong city of Mycenae, rich Corinth and C eonae; O neae, Araethyrea, and
And those that dwelt in Lacedaenon, lying |ow anong the hills, Pharis, Sparta, with Messe th
The men of Pylos and Arene, and Thryum where is the ford of the river Al pheus; strong Aipy,

And those that held Arcadia, under the high nmountain of Cyllene, near the tonmb of Aepytus, w
The men, noreover, of Buprasiumand of Elis, so nmuch of it as is enclosed between Hyrnmine, N
And those of Dulichiumw th the sacred Echi nean isl ands, who dwelt beyond the sea off Elis;

U ysses |l ed the brave Cephal |l eni ans, who held Ithaca, Neritumwith its forests, Crocylea, ru
Thoas, son of Andraenon, comranded the Aetolians, who dwelt in Pleuron, O enus, Pylene, Cha
The fanous spearsnan | donmeneus |led the Cretans, who held Cnhossus, and the well-walled city @
Tl epol erus, son of Hercules, a man both brave and | arge of stature, brought nine ships of la
And Nireus brought three ships from Syne- Nireus, who was the handsomest man that canme up un
And those that held N syrus, Crapathus, and Casus, with Cos, the city of Eurypylus, and the
Those agai n who held Pel asgic Argos, Alos, Alope, and Trachis; and those of Phthia and Hella
And those that held Phylace and the flowery neadows of Pyrasus, sanctuary of Ceres; Iton, th
And those that held Pherae by the Boebean | ake, with Boebe, d aphyrae, and the popul ous city
And those that held Met hone and Thaumacia, with Meliboea and rugged Aizon, these were led b

Those, again, of Tricca and the stony region of Ithome, and they that held Qechalia, the cit



The men, noreover, of O nenius, and by the fountain of Hypereia, with those that held Asteri
Those that held Argissa and Gyrtone, Orthe, Elone, and the white city of O oosson, of these
@Quneus brought two and twenty ships from Cyphus, and he was followed by the Enienes and the
O the Magnetes, Prothous son of Tenthredon was commander. They were they that dwelt about
Such were the chiefs and princes of the Danaans. Who, then, O Mise, was the forenost, wheth
O the horses, those of the son of Pheres were by far the finest. They were driven by Eunelu
Thus nmarched the host Iike a consuning fire, and the earth groaned beneath them when the |or
And now Iris, fleet as the wind, was sent by Jove to tell the bad news anong the Trojans. T
Thus she spoke, but Hector knew that it was the goddess, and at once broke up the assenbly.
Now there is a high mound before the city, rising by itself upon the plain. Men call it Bat
Priam s son, great Hector of the gleaning hel net, commanded the Trojans, and with himwere a
The Dardani ans were | ed by brave Aeneas, whom Venus bore to Anchi ses, when she, goddess thou
They that dwelt in Telea under the [owest spurs of M. 1da, nen of substance, who drink the
They that held Adresteia and the | and of Apaesus, with Pityeia, and the high nmountain of Ter
They that dwelt about Percote and Practius, with Sestos, Abydos, and Arisbe- these were |ed
H ppothous I ed the tribes of Pel asgi an spearsnmen, who dwelt in fertile Larissa- Hi ppothous,
Acamas and the warrior Peirous conmanded the Thracians and those that came from beyond the n
Euphenus, son of Troezenus, the son of Ceos, was captain of the C conian spearsnen
Pyraechmes | ed the Paeonian archers from di stant Anydon, by the broad waters of the river Ax
The Paphl agoni ans were comranded by stout-hearted Pyl aemanes from Enetae, where the nmules ru
Qdi us and Epi strophus were captains over the Halizoni fromdistant Alybe, where there are ni
Chronmis, and Ennonus the augur, |led the Mysians, but his skill in augury availed not to save
Phorcys, again, and noble Ascanius |led the Phrygians fromthe far country of Ascania, and bac
Mest hl es and Anti phus conmanded t he Meoni ans, sons of Tal aenmenes, born to himof the Gygaean
Nastes led the Carians, nen of a strange speech. These held MIletus and the wooded nountain

Sar pedon and d aucus led the Lycians fromtheir distant |land, by the eddying waters of the X

When the conpani es were thus arrayed, each under its own captain, the Trojans advanced as a
As when the south wind spreads a curtain of mist upon the nountain tops, bad for shepherds b

Wien they were close up with one another, Al exandrus cane forward as chanpi on on the Trojan



Al exandrus quail ed as he saw Menel aus cone forward, and shrank in fear of his |life under cov
Then Hector upbraided him "Paris," said he, "evil-hearted Paris, fair to see, but woman-na
And Al exandrus answered, "Hector, your rebuke is just. You are hard as the axe which a ship
Wien Hector heard this he was glad, and went about anong the Trojan ranks hol ding his spear
They ceased taking aimand were still, whereon Hector spoke. "Hear frommy nouth," said he,
Thus he spoke, and they all held their peace, till Menelaus of the loud battle-cry addressed
The Trojans and Achaeans were gl ad when they heard this, for they thought that they should n
Meanwhile Iris went to Helen in the formof her sister-in-law, wife of the son of Antenor, f
Thus spoke the goddess, and Helen's heart yearned after her fornmer husband, her city, and he
The two sages, Ucal egon and Antenor, elders of the people, were seated by the Scaean gates,
But Priam bade her draw nigh. "M child," said he, "take your seat in front of ne that you
"Sir," answered Helen, "father of mnmy husband, dear and reverend in ny eyes, would that | had
The old man marvel l ed at himand said, "Happy son of Atreus, child of good fortune. | seet

The ol d man next | ooked upon U ysses; "Tell me," he said, "who is that other, shorter by a h
And Hel en answered, "He is Uysses, a man of great craft, son of Laertes. He was born in ru
On this Antenor said, "Madam you have spoken truly. U ysses once cane here as envoy about
Priamthen caught sight of Ajax and asked, "Who is that great and goodly warrior whose head
"That," answered Helen, "is huge Ajax, bulwark of the Achaeans, and on the other side of hin
She knew not that both these heroes were already |ying under the earth in their own |and of
Meanwhi |l e the heral ds were bringing the holy oath-offerings through the city- two | anbs and
The old man trenbl ed as he heard, but bade his followers yoke the horses, and they made al
Aganemrmon and U ysses both rose to neet them The attendants brought on the oath-offerings
As he spoke he drew his knife across the throats of the victins, and l[aid them down gaspi ng
Thus they prayed, but not as yet would Jove grant themtheir prayer. Then Priam descendant
On this he laid the two |anbs on his chariot and took his seat. He gathered the reins in his
Great Hector now turned his head aside while he shook the helnmet, and the lot of Paris flew
When they had thus armed, each amid his own people, they strode fierce of aspect into the op
He poi sed his spear as he spoke, and hurled it at the shield of Al exandrus. Through shield
Wth this he flew at Al exandrus, caught him by the horsehair plunme of his helnmet, and began

Then she went to call Helen, and found her on a high tower with the Trojan wonen crowding ra



Wth these words she noved the heart of Helen to anger. \Wien she narked the beautiful neck
Venus was very angry, and said, "Bold hussy, do not provoke me; if you do, | shall |eave you
At this Helen was frightened. She wapped her mantl e about her and went in silence, follow
When they came to the house of Al exandrus the mmid-servants set about their work, but Helen
"So you are cone fromthe fight," said she; "would that you had fallen rather by the hand of
And Paris answered, "Wfe, do not vex nme with your reproaches. This time, with the help of N
Thus they laid thensel ves on the bed together; but the son of Atreus strode anong the throng

Thus spoke the son of Atreus, and the Achaeans shouted in appl ause.

Now t he gods were sitting with Jove in council upon the golden floor while Hebe went round p
M nerva and Juno nmuttered their discontent as they sat side by side hatching mischief for th
Jove was angry and answered, "My dear, what harm have Priam and his sons done you that you a
"My owmn three favourite cities," answered Juno, "are Argos, Sparta, and Mycenae. Sack them
The sire of gods and nen heeded her words, and said to Mnerva, "Go at once into the Trojan
This was what M nerva was al ready eager to do, so down she darted fromthe topnost sunmits @
Thus did they converse. Then Mnerva took the form of Laodocus, son of Antenor, and went th
His fool's heart was persuaded, and he took his bow fromits case. This bow was nade fromth
But the bl essed gods did not forget thee, O Menel aus, and Jove's daughter, driver of the spac
As when sonme worman of Meonia or Caria strains purple dye on to a piece of ivory that is to b
Wien King Aganemmon saw the bl ood flowing fromthe wound he was afraid, and so was brave Men
But Menel aus reassured him and said, "Take heart, and do not alarmthe people; the arrow has
And Agamemmon answered, "l trust, dear Menelaus, that it nmay be even so, but the surgeon sha
He then said to Talthybius, "Talthybius, tell Machaon, son to the great physician, Aescul ap
Tal thybius did as he was told, and went about the host trying to find Machaon. Presently he
Thus did he speak, and Machaon was noved to go. They passed through the spreading host of t
Wil e they were thus busy about Menel aus, the Trojans cane forward agai nst them for they ha
You woul d not have then found Aganemmon asl eep nor cowardly and unwilling to fight, but eage
But he angrily rebuked those whom he saw shirking and disinclined to fight. "Argives," he ¢

Thus did he go about giving his orders anong the ranks. Passing through the crowmd, he cane



| doneneus answered, "I will be a trusty conrade, as | prom sed you fromthe first I would be
The son of Atreus went on, glad at heart, till he came upon the two Aj axes arning thensel ves
Wth this he left themand went onward to Nestor, the facile speaker of the Pylians, who was
Thus did the old nan charge them for he had been in nmany a fight, and Ki ng Aganenmon was gl
And Nestor, knight of Gerene, answered, "Son of Atreus, | too would gladly be the man | was
Aganemrmon went his way rejoicing, and presently found Menest heus, son of Peteos, tarrying in
U ysses glared at himand answered, "Son of Atreus, what are you tal king about? How can you
When Aganermon saw that U ysses was angry, he smiled pleasantly at himand w thdrew his word
He then left themand went on to others. Presently he saw the son of Tydeus, noble D oned,
D oned made no answer, for he was shaned by the rebuke of Agamenmon; but the son of Capaneus
D oned | ooked sternly at himand said, "Hold your peace, ny friend, as | bid you. It is not
As he spoke he sprang fromhis chariot, and his arnmour rang so fiercely about his body that
As when sone mighty wave that thunders on the beach when the west wind has lashed it into fu
When they were got together in one place shield clashed with shield and spear with spear in
First Antilochus slew an arnmed warrior of the Trojans, Echepolus, son of Thalysius, fighting
Forthwi th Ajax, son of Telamon, slew the fair youth Sinoeisius, son of Anthenion, whomhis n
Thus spoke the mighty god, crying to themfromthe city, while Jove's redoubtabl e daughter
Then fate fell upon Diores, son of Amarynceus, for he was struck by a jagged stone near the
And now no nman woul d have made light of the fighting if he could have gone about anbng it sc
BOOK V (1)

}hé;-b;;;;s M nerva put valour into the heart of Dioned, son of Tydeus, that he m ght exce
Now there was a certain rich and honourable man anong the Trojans, priest of Vulcan, and his
So saying, she drew Mars out of the battle, and set hi mdown upon the steep banks of the Sca
Then | donmeneus killed Phaesus, son of Borus the Meonian, who had come from Varne. Mghty Id
The squires of |doneneus spoiled himof his arnour, while Menelaus, son of Atreus, killed Sc
Meriones then killed Phereclus the son of Tecton, who was the son of Hernon, a man whose han
Meges, noreover, slew Pedaeus, son of Antenor, who, though he was a bastard, had been brough
And Eurypylus, son of Euaenon, killed Hypsenor, the son of noble Dol opi on, who had been made
Thus furiously did the battle rage between them As for the son of Tydeus, you could not sa

Now when the son of Lycaon saw him scouring the plain and driving the Trojans pell-nell befao



Thus did he vaunt; but his arrow had not killed D onmed, who withdrew and nade for the charia
St henel us sprang from his chariot, and drew the arrow fromthe wound, whereon the blood cane
Thus he prayed, and Pallas M nerva heard him she made his Iinbs supple and qui ckened his ha
When she had said this Mnerva went away, and the son of Tydeus again took his place anong t
He kill ed Astynous, and shepherd of his people, the one with a thrust of his spear, which st
Then he canme upon two sons of Priam Echenmon and Chronius, as they were both in one chari ot

Wien Aeneas saw hi m t hus naki ng havoc anong the ranks, he went through the fight anid the ra

And the son of Lycaon answered, "Aeneas, | take himfor none other than the son of Tydeus.
Aeneas answered, "Say no nore. Things will not mend till we two go against this nman with ch
"Aeneas." replied the son of Lycaon, "take the reins and drive; if we have to fly before th

They then nounted the chariot and drove full-speed towards the son of Tydeus. Sthenelus, sa
Di omed | ooked angrily at himand answered: "Talk not of flight, for | shall not listen to yo
Thus did they converse, but the other two had now driven close up to them and the son of Ly
He poi sed his spear as he spoke and hurled it fromhim It struck the shield of the son of

But Di omed all undi smayed nmade answer, "You have nissed, not hit, and before you two see the
Wth this he hurled his spear, and Mnerva guided it on to Pandarus's nose near the eye. It
Aeneas sprang fromhis chariot arned with shield and spear, fearing | est the Achaeans should
Thus, then, did she bear her dear son out of the fight. But the son of Capaneus was not unn
Now t he son of Tydeus was in pursuit of the Cyprian goddess, spear in hand, for he knew her

The goddess went dazed and disconfited away, and Iris, fleet as the wind, drew her fromthe
Thus she spoke, and Mars gave her his gol d-bedi zened steeds. She nounted the chariot sick a
And | aughter-1loving Venus answered, "Proud Dioned, the son of Tydeus, wounded nme because | w
"Bear it, ny child," replied Dione, "and make the best of it. W dwellers in dynmpus have t
So saying, she wiped the ichor fromthe wist of her daughter with both hands, whereon the p
BOOK V (2)

}hé-;;;é-sf gods and nen sniled, and called golden Venus to his side. "M/ child," said he,

Thus did they converse. But Dioned sprang upon Aeneas, though he knew himto be in the very
The son of Tydeus then gave way for a little space, to avoid the anger of the god, while Apac
He then took his seat on the top of Pergamus, while nurderous Mars went about anong the rank

Wth these words he put heart and soul into themall. Then Sarpedon rebuked Hector very ste



So spoke Sarpedon, and Hector smarted under his words. He sprang fromhis chariot clad in h
The two Aj axes, U ysses and Di onmed, cheered the Danaans on, fearless of the fury and onset ¢
As he spoke he hurled his spear and hit one of those who were in the front rank, the conrade
Then Aeneas killed two chanpi ons of the Danaans, Crethon and Orsilochus. Their father was a
Brave Menel aus pitied themin their fall, and made his way to the front, clad in gl eamng br

They Kkilled Pyl aenenes peer of Mars, |eader of the Paphl agonian warriors. Menelaus struck h

But Hector marked them from across the ranks, and with a loud cry rushed towards them follac
Di omed shook with passion as he saw them As a nan crossing a wide plain is dismyed to fin
As he spoke the Trojans drew close up, and Hector killed two nen, both in one chariot, Menes
Thus, then, did the battle rage between them Presently the strong hand of fate inpelled Tl
And Sar pedon, captain of the Lycians, answered, "Tlepolenus, your father overthrew Ilius by
Thus spoke Sarpedon, and Tl epol enus upraised his spear. They threw at the sanme nonent, and
H s conrades bore Sarpedon out of the fight, in great pain by the weight of the spear that w
Hect or made hi m no answer, but rushed onward to fall at once upon the Achaeans and. kill nms
Meanwhi l e the Argives were neither driven towards their ships by Mars and Hector, nor yet d
Now when the goddess Juno saw the Argives thus falling, she said to Mnerva, "Al as, daughter
M nerva did not gainsay her. Thereon the august goddess, daughter of great Saturn, began tac
Meanwhil e M nerva flung her richly enbroidered vesture, nade with her own hands, on to her f
And Jove answered, "Set Mnerva on to him for she punishes himnmore often than any one el se
Juno did as he had said. She Iashed her horses, and they flew forward nothing loth mdway b
Wth these words she put heart and soul into themall, while Mnerva sprang to the side of t
D oned answered, "I know you, goddess, daughter of aegis-bearing Jove, and will hide nothing
"Di omed, son of Tydeus," replied Mnerva, "man after nmy own heart, fear neither Mars nor any
Wth this she caught hold of Sthenelus and lifted himoff the chariot on to the ground. In
As a dark cloud in the sky when it cones on to blow after heat, even so did Dioned son of Ty
Jove | ooked angrily at himand said, "Do not come whining here, Sir Facing-bothways. | hate
He t hen bade Paeeon heal him whereon Paeeon spread pain-killing herbs upon his wound and cu

But Juno of Argos and M nerva of Al al conene, now that they had put a stop to the nurderous d

BOOK VI



THE fi ght between Trojans and Achaeans was now left to rage as it would, and the tide of war
First, Ajax son of Telanon, tower of strength to the Achaeans, broke a phal anx of the Trojan
Then Dioned killed Axylus son of Teuthranus, a rich man who lived in the strong city of Aris
Euryal us killed Dresus and Opheltius, and then went in pursuit of Aesepus and Pedasus, whom
Then Menel aus of the |loud war-cry took Adrestus alive, for his horses ran into a tamarisk bu
Thus did he plead, and Menel aus was for yielding and giving himto a squire to take to the s
Thus did he speak, and his brother was persuaded by him for his words were just. Menel aus,
Meanwhi | e Nestor shouted to the Argives, saying, "My friends, Danaan warriors, servants of N
Wth these words he put heart and soul into themall. And now the Trojans would have been r
Hector did as his brother bade him He sprang fromhis chariot, and went about everywhere a
Wth this he went his way, and the black rimof hide that went round his shield beat agai nst
Then d aucus son of Hippol ochus, and the son of Tydeus went into the open space between the
And the son of Hi ppol ochus answered, son of Tydeus, why ask nme of ny |ineage? Men conme and
"When he reached the river Xanthus, which is in Lycia, the king received himw th all goodwi
"The king's daughter bore Bellerophon three children, Isander, Hi ppolochus, and Laodanei a.

Thus did he speak, and the heart of Diomed was glad. He planted his spear in the ground, an
Wth these words they sprang fromtheir chariots, grasped one another's hands, and plighted
Now when Hector reached the Scaean gates and the oak tree, the wi ves and daughters of the Tr
Presently he reached the splendid palace of King Priam adorned with col onnades of hewn ston
And Hector answered, "Honoured nother, bring no wine, lest you unman ne and | forget ny stre
H s nother went into the house and called her waiting-wonmen who gathered the matrons through
When they reached the tenple of Mnerva, |ovely Theano, daughter of Cisseus and wife of Ante
While they were thus praying to the daughter of great Jove, Hector went to the fair house of
And Al exandrus answered, "Hector, your rebuke is just; listen therefore, and believe ne when
Hector made no answer, but Helen tried to soothe him "Brother," said she, "to ny abhorred
And Hector answered, "Bid nme not be seated, Helen, for all the goodwi |l you bear ne. | cann
Then Hector left her, and forthwith was at his own house. He did not find Andromache, for s
H s good housekeeper answered, "Hector, since you bid me tell you truly, she did not go to vy
Hector hurried fromthe house when she had done speaking, and went down the streets by the s

And Hector answered, "Wfe, | too have thought upon all this, but with what face should I Ia



He stretched his arns towards his child, but the boy cried and nestled in his nurse's bosom
Wth this he laid the child again in the arnms of his wife, who took himto her own soft bosa
He took his plumed helmet fromthe ground, and his wife went back again to her house, weepin
Paris did not remain long in his house. He donned his goodly arnour overlaid with bronze, a

"My good brother," answered Hector, you fight bravely, and no man with any justice can nake

W TH t hese words Hector passed through the gates, and his brother Al exandrus with him both

Thereon Al exandrus killed Menesthius the son of Areithous; he lived in Are, and was son of #
When, therefore, Mnerva saw these nen maki ng havoc of the Argives, she darted down to Ilius
And M nerva answered, "So be it, Far-Darter; it was in this mind that | cane down from d ynp
Apol I o, son of Jove, replied, "Let us incite great Hector to challenge sone one of the Danaa
M nerva assented, and Hel enus son of Priamdivined the counsel of the gods; he therefore wen
Hector was gl ad when he heard this saying, and went in anong the Trojans, grasping his spear
"Hear ne, Trojans and Achaeans, that | may speak even as | am mi nded; Jove on his high thron
Thus did he speak, but they all held their peace, ashaned to decline the challenge, yet fear
Wth these words he put on his arnour; and then, O Menel aus, your life would have conme to an
Wth these words of reasonabl e counsel he persuaded his brother, whereon his squires gladly

Thus did the old nman rebuke them and forthwith nine nen started to their feet. Forenost of
Thus he spoke, and when each of them had narked his lot, and had thrown it into the helnet ¢
As they were speaking, Nestor knight of Gerene shook the helnet, and fromit there fell the

Wth this they fell praying to King Jove the son of Saturn, and thus would one of themsay a
Thus they prayed, and Ajax arned hinself in his suit of gleamng bronze. Wen he was in ful
And Hector answered, "Noble Ajax, son of Telanon, captain of the host, treat ne not as thoug
He poi sed his spear as he spoke, and hurled it fromhim It struck the sevenfold shield in

Aj ax son of Tel anbn answered, "ldaeus, bid Hector say so, for it was he that chall enged our

Then Hector said, "Aj ax, heaven has vouchsafed you stature and strength, and judgenent; and

On this he gave Ajax a silver-studded sword with its sheath and | eathern baldric, and in ret
Wien they reached the quarters of the son of Atreus, Agamemmon sacrificed for thema five-ye

"Son of Atreus, and other chieftains, inasmuch as many of the Achaeans are now dead, whose b



Thus he spoke, and the princess shouted in applause. Meanwhile the Trojans held a council
He then sat down and Al exandrus husband of |ovely Helen rose to speak. "Antenor," said he,
On this, when Paris had spoken and taken his seat, Priamof the race of Dardanus, peer of ga
Thus did he speak, and they did even as he had said. They took supper in their conpanies an
They all held their peace, but presently Dionmed of the |loud war-cry spoke, saying, "Let ther
The sons of the Achaeans shouted applause at the words that Di omed had spoken, and thereon K
As he spoke he upheld his sceptre in the sight of all the gods, and |Idaeus went back to the
The sun was beginning to beat upon the fields, fresh risen into the vault of heaven fromthe
Now in the twilight when it was not yet dawn, chosen bands of the Achaeans were gathered rou
Thus did the Achaeans toil, and the gods, seated by the side of Jove the lord of I|ightning,
Jove was displ eased and answered, "Wat, O shaker of the earth, are you tal king about? A go

Thus did they converse, and by sunset the work of the Achaeans was conpleted; they then slau
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&kﬁ&%hé;-hbrning, clad in her robe of saffron, had begun to suffuse light over the earth, Ja
They were frightened and all of them of held their peace, for he had spoken masterful ly; but
Jove sniled at her and answered, "Take heart, ny child, Trito-born; I amnot really in earne
Wth this he yoked his fleet horses, with hoofs of bronze and nanes of glittering gold. He
The Achaeans took their nmorning meal hastily at the ships, and afterwards put on their arnou
When they were got together in one place, shield clashed with shield, and spear with spear
Now so long as the day waxed and it was still norning their weapons beat agai nst one anot her
| doneneus dared not stay nor yet Aganmemon, nor did the two Aj axes, servants of Mars, hold t

"U ysses," he cried, "noble son of Laertes where are you flying to, with your back turned Ii
U ysses woul d not give ear, but sped onward to the ships of the Achaeans, and the son of Tyd
Nest or kni ght of Gerene hearkened to his words. Thereon the doughty squires, Sthenelus and
Al had then been lost and no help for it, for they woul d have been penned up in Ilius like
D oned answered, "All that you have said is true; there is a grief however which pierces ne
"Son of Tydeus," replied Nestor, "what nmean you? Though Hector say that you are a coward th
So saying he turned the horses back through the thick of the battle, and with a cry that ren

The son of Tydeus was in two nminds whether or no to turn his horses round again and fight hi

Then he cried to his horses, "Xanthus and Podargus, and you Aethon and goodly Lanpus, pay ne



Thus did he vaunt, but Queen Juno made high O ynmpus quake as she shook with rage upon her th
Ki ng Neptune was greatly troubled and answered, "Juno, rash of tongue, what are you tal king
Thus did they converse; but the whole space enclosed by the ditch, fromthe ships even to th
Thus did he pray, and father Jove pitying his tears vouchsafed himthat his people should Ii
There was no nman of all the many Danaans who could then boast that he had driven his horses
After him came Aganemon and Menel aus, sons of Atreus, the two Aj axes clothed in valour as w
Whi ch of the Trojans did brave Teucer first kill? Osilochus, and then Ornmenus and Ophel est
And Teucer answered, "Mst noble son of Atreus, you need not urge ne; fromthe noment we beg
As he spoke he ainmed another arrow straight at Hector, for he was bent on hitting him never
Again he ained at Hector, for he was longing to hit him and again his arrow nissed, for Apac
Jove now again put heart into the Trojans, and they drove the Achaeans to their deep trench
Juno when she saw them had pity upon them and at once said to Mnerva, "Alas, child of aeg
M nerva answered, "Wuld, indeed, this fellow nmight die in his owm land, and fall by the han
Thus did she speak and white-armed Juno, daughter of great Saturn, obeyed her words; she set
But father Jove when he saw them fromlda was very angry, and sent winged Iris with a nessag
Wth this Iris went her way, fleet as the wind, fromthe heights of Ida to the lofty sunmts
Wth this she left them and Juno said to Mnerva, "Of a truth, child of aegis-bearing Jove,
She turned her steeds; the Hours presently unyoked them made themfast to their anbrosial n
Presently father Jove drove his chariot to Aynpus, and entered the assenbly of gods. The n
M nerva and Juno groaned in spirit as they sat side by side and brooded mischief for the Trao
And Jove answered, "To-norrow norning, Juno, if you choose to do so, you will see the son of
Juno nmade himno answer. The sun's glorious orb now sank into Oceanus and drew down night @
Then Hector led the Trojans back fromthe ships, and held a council on the open space near t

Thus spoke Hector and the Trojans shouted appl ause. They took their sweating steeds from un
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THUS did the Trojans watch. But Panic, conrade of blood-stained Rout, had taken fast hold ¢
The son of Atreus in dismy bade the heralds call the people to a council nman by man, but nag

Thus he spoke, and the sons of the Achaeans for a long while sat sorrowful there, but they a

The sons of the Achaeans shouted appl ause at the words of Dioned, and presently Nestor rose



"Now, however, |let us obey the behests of night and get our suppers, but let the sentinels e
Thus did he speak, and they did even as he had said. The sentinels went out in their arnour

The son of Atreus then bade many councillors of the Achaeans to his quarters prepared a grea

"Wth yoursel f, nost noble son of Atreus, king of men, Aganmemon, will | both begin ny speec
And Ki ng Aganmenmon answered, "Sir, you have reproved ny folly justly. | was wong. | own
"All these things will | give himnow down, and if hereafter the gods vouchsafe nme to sack t

Then Nestor answered, "Mdst noble son of Atreus, king of nen, Aganemmon. The gifts you offe
Thus did he speak, and his saying pleased themwell. Men-servants poured water over the hand
They went their way by the shore of the sounding sea, and prayed earnestly to earth-encircl
Wth this he led them forward, and bade themsit on seats covered with purple rugs; then he
BOOK | X (2)

béi;sé[L;-Aid as his conrade bade him he set the chopping-block in front of the fire, and ¢
"Hail," said he, "Achilles, we have had no scant of good cheer, neither in the tent of Agane
"My good friend, when your father Pel eus sent you fromPhthia to Aganemmon, did he not charg

Achill es answered, "U ysses, noble son of Laertes, | should give you formal notice plainly a

"Neverthel ess he did distribute sone needs of honour anong the chieftains and kings, and the

"As for me, hound that he is, he dares not ook nme in the face. I will take no counsel with
"My nother Thetis tells me that there are two ways in which | may neet ny end. |If | stay he
They all held their peace, disnmayed at the sternness with which he had denied them till pre
"I't was |, Achilles, who had the nmaking of you; | loved you with all ny heart: for you would
"I have an old story in nmy nmind- a very old one- but you are all friends and I will tell it.

"So long as Mel eager was in the field things went badly with the Curetes, and for all their

"Then was heard the din of battle about the gates of Calydon, and the dull thunp of the batt
And Achilles answered, "Phoenix, old friend and father, | have no need of such honour. | ha
On this she nodded quietly to Patroclus as a sign that he was to prepare a bed for Phoeni x,

"Ajax," replied Achilles, "noble son of Telanon, you have spoken rmuch to ny liking, but my b
On this they took every man his double cup, made their drink-offerings, and went back to the
When the envoys reached the tents of the son of Atreus, the Achaeans rose, pledged themin c
U ysses answered, "Mst noble son of Atreus, king of nmen, Agamemmon, Achilles will not be ca

They all held their peace, sitting for a long tine silent and dejected, by reason of the ste



Thus he spoke, and the other chieftains approved his words. They then nmade their drink-offe

NOW t he other princes of the Achaeans sl ept soundly the whole night through, but Aganemmon s
Nei t her coul d Menel aus sl eep, for he, too, boded ill for the Argives who for his sake had sa
Menel aus spoke first. "Wiy," said he, "my dear brother, are you thus arming? Are you going
And Ki ng Agamemmon answer ed, "Menel aus, we both of us need shrewd counsel to save the Argive
Menel aus replied, "How do | take your nmeaning? Am| to stay with themand wait your coning

Wth these instructions he sent his brother on his way, and went on to Nestor shepherd of hi
And Aganmemmon answer ed, "Nestor, son of Neleus, honour to the Achaean nanme, it is |, Agamemn
Nestor replied, "Mst noble son of Atreus, king of men, Aganemmon, Jove will not do all for

And Aganmemmon answered, "Sir, you may sonetinmes blame himjustly, for he is often rem ss and
"I'n that case," answered Nestor, "the Argives will not blanme himnor disobey his orders when
Wth this he put on his shirt, and bound his sandals about his conely feet. He buckled on h
On this Uysses went at once into his tent, put his shield about his shoul ders and canme out

On these words Dioned | eaped up instantly and said, "Od man, your heart is of iron; you res
And Nestor knight of Gerene nmade answer, "My son, all that you have said is true. | have go
Di omed threw the skin of a great tawny |ion about his shoulders- a skin that reached his fee
Wth this he passed the trench, and with himthe other chiefs of the Achaeans who had been c
Nestor spoke first. "M friends," said he, "is there any man bold enough to venture the Trao
They all held their peace, but Dionmed of the |oud war-cry spoke saying, "Nestor, gladly wll
On this several offered to go with Dioned. The two Aj axes, servants of Mars, Meriones, and

He said this because he feared for Menel aus. Dionmed answered, "If you bid me take the man ¢
"Son of Tydeus," replied Uysses, "say neither good nor ill about ne, for you are anong Argi
They then put on their armour. Brave Thrasynmedes provided the son of Tydeus with a sword an
When the pair had arnmed, they set out, and left the other chieftains behind them Pallas M
Then Di oned of the loud war-cry al so prayed: "Hear ne too," said he, "daughter of Jove, unwe
Thus they prayed, and Pallas Mnerva heard their prayer. Wen they had done praying to the
Nei t her again did Hector let the Trojans sleep; for he too called the princes and councill or
They all held their peace; but there was anong the Trojans a certain nan named Dol on, son of

When he had done speaki ng Hector held up his sceptre, and swore himhis oath saying, "My Ja



The oath he swore was bootless, but it nmade Dol on nore keen on going. He hung his bow over

Wth this they turned out of their way and | ay down anong the corpses. Dolon suspected noth
He threw as he spoke, but m ssed his aimon purpose. The dart flew over the man's right shao
"Fear not," replied Uysses, "let no thought of death be in your mnd; but tell ne, and tel

Dol on answered, his linbs trenbling beneath him "Hector, with his vain flattering pron ses,
U ysses smiled at himand answered, "You had i ndeed set your heart upon a great reward, but

And Dol on answered, "I will tell you truly all. Hector and the other councillors are now ha
U ysses then said, "Now tell me; are they sl eeping anong the Trojan troops, or do they lie a
"I will tell you truly all,"” replied Dolon. "To the seaward lie the Carians, the Paeonian b
Di omed | ooked sternly at himand answered, "Think not, Dolon, for all the good information vy
On this Dol on would have caught himby the beard to beseech himfurther, but D onmed struck h
Wth these words he took the spoils and set themupon a tamarisk tree, and they marked the p
Thereon M nerva put courage into the heart of Dionmed, and he snote themright and left. The
But Di omed stayed where he was, thinking what other daring deed he might acconplish. He was
D oned knew that it was the goddess, and at once sprang upon the horses. U ysses beat them
But Apollo kept no blind | ook-out when he saw M nerva with the son of Tydeus. He was angry

When they reached the place where they had killed Hector's scout, U ysses stayed his horses,
He had hardly done speaking when the two nmen canme in and di snounted, whereon the others shoac
And U ysses answered, "Nestor son of Neleus, honour to the Achaean nane, heaven, if it so w

He | aughed as he spoke and drove the horses over the ditch, while the other Achaeans foll owe
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;$i;;sQ;;;-Damn rose from her couch beside Tithonus, harbinger of light alike to nortals and
The son of Atreus shouted al oud and bade the Argives gird thenselves for battle while he put
Every man now left his horses in charge of his charioteer to hold themin readiness by the t
The Trojans, on the other side upon the rising slope of the plain, were gathered round great
And now as a band of reapers now swat hes of wheat or barley upon a rich man's |and, and the
Now so long as the day waxed and it was still norning, their darts rained thick on one anoth

Agamemmon stripped their shirts fromoff themand left themwith their breasts all bare to

Then Ki ng Aganemmon took the two sons of Antinachus, Pisander and brave Hippol ochus. It was



Wth such piteous words and tears did they beseech the king, but they heard no pitiful answe
As he spoke he felled Pisander fromhis chariot to the earth, snmiting himon the chest with
Jove drew Hector away fromthe darts and dust, with the carnage and din of battle; but the s
But when he was just about to reach the high wall and the city, the father of gods and nen c
Iris hearkened and obeyed. Down she went to strong Ilius fromthe crests of Ida, and found
When she had thus spoken Iris left him and Hector sprang full armed fromhis chariot to the
Tell me now ye Miuses that dwell in the mansions of d ynpus, who, whether of the Trojans or ¢
When nobl e Coon, Antenor's eldest son, saw this, sore indeed were his eyes at the sight of h
As long as the blood still welled warm from his wound Aganmenmon went about attacking the ran
Wth this the charioteer turned his horses towards the ships, and they flew forward not hi ng
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Q@éh-iééié; saw Aganemmon quit the field, he shouted to the Trojans and Lyci ans saying, "Tra
Wth these words he put heart and soul into themall, and as a huntsman hounds his dogs on a
What, then is the full tale of those whom Hector son of Priamkilled in the hour of triunph
Al'l had then been lost and no help for it, and the Achaeans would have fled pell-nmell to the
And Di ored answered, "Conme what may, | will stand firm but we shall have scant joy of it, f
Wth these words he struck Thynmbraeus fromhis chariot to the ground, snmiting himin the [ef
They then took two princes with their chariot, the two sons of Merops of Percote, who excel

And now the son of Saturn as he | ooked down from | da ordai ned that neither side should have
He poi sed his spear as he spoke and hurled it, nor did he niss his mark. He had ainmed at He
As he spoke he began stripping the spoils fromthe son of Paeon, but Al exandrus husband of

D oned all undaunted answered, "Archer, you who w thout your bow are nothing, slanderer and
Thus he spoke, but U ysses cane up and stood over him Under this cover he sat down to draw
U ysses was now al one; not one of the Argives stood by him for they were all panic-stricken
While he was thus in two minds, the ranks of the Trojans advanced and hemred himin, and bit
Wth these words he struck the shield of Uysses. The spear went through the shield and pas
Socus had turned in flight, but as he did so, the spear struck himin the back m dway betwee
So saying he drew Socus's heavy spear out of his flesh and fromhis shield, and the bl ood we
He led the way and mighty Ajax went with him The Trojans had gathered round U ysses like r

Hector did not yet know what Ajax was doing, for he was fighting on the extrenme left of the



Nest or kni ght of Gerene did as |doneneus had counsell ed; he at once nounted his chariot, and
Then Cebriones seeing the Trojans in confusion said to Hector fromhis place beside him "He
Wth this he lashed his goodly steeds, and when they felt the whip they drew the chariot ful
Then father Jove fromhis high throne struck fear into the heart of Ajax, so that he stood t
Now when Eurypyl us the brave son of Euaenon saw that Aj ax was being overpowered by the rain

Even so did he cry when he was wounded; thereon the others came near, and gathered round hin
Thus then did they fight as it were a flanming fire. Manwhile the mares of Neleus, all in a
Patroclus did as his dear conrade had bidden him and set off running by the ships and tents
When Nestor and Machaon had reached the tents of the son of Nel eus, they disnounted, and an

Wien the old nan saw hi m he sprang fromhis seat, seized his hand, led himinto the tent, an
And Nestor answered, "Wy should Achilles care to know how many of the Achaeans may be wound
"Thus did we order all things, and offer sacrifices to the gods throughout the city; but thr
"The Epeans were bel eaguering the city and were deternmined to take it, but ere this mght be
"Such was | anong mnmy peers, as surely as ever was, but Achilles is for keeping all his valou
Wth these words he noved the heart of Patroclus, who set off running by the [ine of the sh
Wyunded Eurypyl us made answer, "Noble Patroclus, there is no hope left for the Achaeans but

"Hero Eurypylus,"” replied the brave son of Menoetius, "how nay these things be? Wat can |

Wth this he clasped himround the niddle and led himinto the tent, and a servant, when he

SO THE son of Menoetius was attending to the hurt of Eurypylus within the tent, but the Argi
This was what Neptune and Apollo were to do in after tine; but as yet battle and turnoil wer
But the horses dared not do so, and stood nei ghing upon its brink, for the width frightened

Thus spoke Pol ydamas and hi s saying pl eased Hector, who sprang in full armour to the ground,
The rest of the Trojans and their allies now followd the counsel of Polydanmas but Asius son
He spoke, but nmoved not the nmind of Jove, whose counsel it then was to give glory to Hector

Thereon Pol ypoetes, mighty son of Pirithous, hit Damasus with a spear upon his cheek-pierced
Whil e they were busy stripping the arnour fromthese heroes, the youths who were led on by F
Hector | ooked fiercely at himand said, "Polydamas, | |ike not of your reading. You can fin
Wth these words he led the way, and the others followed after with a cry that rent the air.

The two Aj axes went about everywhere on the walls cheering on the Achaeans, giving fair word



Thus did the two go about shouting and cheering the Achaeans on. As the flakes that fall thi
Still the Trojans and brave Hector would not yet have broken down the gates and the great ba
d aucus heeded his saying, and the pair forthwith led on the host of Lycians. Menestheus sa
The messenger did as he was told, and set off running along the wall of the Achaeans. Wen
Great Ajax, son of Telamon, heeded the nessage, and at once spoke to the son of Gleus. "A
Wth this, A ax son of Telanon set off, and Teucer his brother by the sane father went also,
First, Ajax son of Telanon killed brave Epicles, a conrade of Sarpedon, hitting himwith a j
Aj ax and Teucer then both of them attacked him Teucer hit himw th an arrow on the band th
The Lyci ans, shaned by his rebuke, pressed closer round hi mwho was their counsellor their k

Thus did he hound themon, and in one body they rushed straight at the wall as he had bi dden
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&kﬂ&Qhéh-ﬁébé had thus brought Hector and the Trojans to the ships, he left themto their ne
But King Neptune had kept no blind | ook-out; he had been I ooking admiringly on the battle fr
Presently he came down fromhis post on the nountain top, and as he strode swiftly onwards t
Now there is a certain huge cavern in the depths of the sea m dway between Tenedos and rocky
Now t he Trojans followed Hector son of Priamin close array like a stormcloud or flane of f
First he spoke to the two Aj axes, who were doing their best already, and said, "Ajaxes, you
As he spoke the earth-encircling lord of the earthquake struck both of themwth his sceptre
And Aj ax son of Telanmon answered, "I too feel my hands grasp ny spear nore firmy; my streng
Thus did they converse, exulting in the hunger after battle with which the god had filled th
First he went up to Teucer and Leitus, the hero Penel eos, and Thoas and Dei pyrus; Meriones a
Thus did the earth-encircler address the Achaeans and urge themon. Thereon round the two A
The Trojans advanced in a dense body, with Hector at their head pressing right on as a rock
Wth these words he put heart and soul into themall. Deiphobus son of Priamwent about ano
The others continued fighting, and the cry of battle rose up into the heavens. Teucer son @
Nept une was exceedingly angry that his grandson Amphi machus shoul d have fallen; he therefore
And | donmeneus chi ef anong the Cretans answered, "Thoas, no one, so far as | know, is in fau
To this Neptune lord of the earthquake rmade answer, "Idoneneus, nmay he never return fromTra

Therewith the god went back into the thick of the fight, and I doneneus when he had reached h



"Meriones, fleet son of Mlus, best of conrades, why have you left the field? Are you wound
"l domeneus, " answered Meriones, "I come for a spear, if | can find one in ny tent; | have br
And | donmeneus captain of the Cretans answered, "You will find one spear, or twenty if you sa
Then Meriones said, "I too in nmy tent and at ny ship have spoils taken fromthe Trojans, but
| domeneus answered, "I know you for a brave man: you need not tell nme. |If the best nen at t
On this Meriones, peer of Mars, went to the tent and got hinself a spear of bronze. He then
| domeneus answered, "There are others to defend the centre- the two Aj axes and Teucer, who
Meriones, peer of fleet Mars, then led the way till they came to the part of the host which
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kb%[%hé;-ihé-Trojans saw | doneneus coming on like a flame of fire, himand his squire clad
Thus did the two mighty sons of Saturn devise evil for nortal heroes. Jove was minded to gi
And now | doneneus, though his hair was already flecked with grey, called | oud on the Danaans
Wth this |domeneus began dragging himby the foot through the thick of the fight, but Asius
Dei phobus then canme close up to Idonmeneus to avenge Asius, and took aimat himw th a spear
Thus did he vaunt, and the Argives were stung by his saying. Noble Antil ochus was nore angry
Thus did he speak, and Dei phobus was in two nminds, whether to go back and fetch sone other T
Wth these words he noved the heart of Aeneas, and he went in pursuit of |domeneus, big with
On this, all of themas one man stood near him shield on shoulder. Aeneas on the other sid
Then they fought furiously in close conbat about the body of Al cathous, w elding their [ong
GimMrs of awful voice did not yet know that his son had fallen, for he was sitting on the
The others still fought on, and the battle-cry rose to heaven w t hout ceasing. Aeneas spran
As he was thus aining anong the crowd, he was seen by Adanmas son of Asius, who rushed toward
Hel enus then struck Deipyrus with a great Thracian sword, hitting himon the tenple in close
On this Menel aus was grieved, and nmade nenaci ngly towards Hel enus, brandishing his spear; bu
Pi sander then made straight at Menelaus- his evil destiny luring himon to his doom for he
So sayi ng Menel aus stripped the bl ood-stained arnour fromthe body of Pisander, and handed i
Har pal i on son of King Pyl aenmenes then sprang upon him he had cone to fight at Troy al ong w
Paris was deeply grieved by the death of Harpalion, who was his host when he went anong the
Thus then did they fight as it were a flanming fire. But Hector had not yet heard, and did n

Aj ax son of QO leus never for a noment left the side of Ajax son of Telanobn, but as two swart



The Trojans woul d now have been driven in sorry plight fromthe ships and tents back to w nd
Thus spoke Pol ydamas, and his words pl eased Hector well. He sprang in full arnmour fromhis
He then sped onward, towering |like a snowy nmountain, and with a loud cry flew through the ra
Al exandrus answered, "Hector, why find fault when there is no one to find fault with? | sha
Wth these words he satisfied his brother, and the two went towards the part of the battle w
As he was thus speaking a bird flew by upon his right hand, and the host of the Achaeans sha

Wth these words he led the way and the others followed after with a cry that rent the air,

NESTOR was sitting over his wine, but the cry of battle did not escape him and he said to t
As he spoke he took up the shield of his son Thrasynedes that was Iying in his tent, all gle
The wounded ki ngs, the son of Tydeus, U ysses, and Aganmenmon son of Atreus, fell in Nestor a
Then Nestor knight of Gerene answered, "It is indeed as you say; it is all coning true at th
And Ki ng Aganmenmon answered, "Nestor, if the Trojans are indeed fighting at the rear of our

U ysses | ooked fiercely at himand said, "Son of Atreus, what are you tal king about? Wetch
Aganemon answer ed, "Ul ysses, your rebuke has stung nme to the heart. | am not, however, orde
Then said Diomed, "Such an one is at hand; he is not far to seek, if you will listen to nme a
Thus did he speak; whereon they did even as he had said and set out, King Aganemon | eadi ng

Meanwhi | e Neptune had kept no blind | ook-out, and cane up to themin the senblance of an old
Wth this he raised a nighty cry of battle, and sped forward to the plain. The voice that c¢
Juno of the golden throne | ooked down as she stood upon a peak of A ynpus and her heart was

She went, therefore, to the roomwhich her son Vul can had nade her, and the doors of which h
Jove' s daughter Venus answered, "Juno, august queen of goddesses, daughter of mghty Saturn

Then Juno told her a lying tale and said, "I want you to endow ne with sone of those fascina
Thereon | aughter-1oving Venus said, "I cannot and nust not refuse you, for you sleep in the

As she spoke she | oosed from her bosomthe curiously enbroidered girdle into which all her c¢
When she heard this Juno smiled, and still smiling she laid the girdle in her bosom

Venus now went back into the house of Jove, while Juno darted down fromthe summits of A ynp
Then Sl eep answered, "Juno, great queen of goddesses, daughter of mghty Saturn, | would |ul
And Juno said, "Sleep, why do you take such notions as those into your head? Do you think J

Sl eep was pl eased when he heard this, and answered, "Then swear it to ne by the dread waters



Juno did as he had said. She swore, and invoked all the gods of the nether world, who are ¢
Then Juno told hima lying tale and said, "I amgoing to the world's end, to visit Oceanus,

And Jove said, "Juno, you can choose some other tine for paying your visit to Cceanus- for t
Juno again answered himwith a lying tale. "Mst dread son of Saturn," she excl ai ned, "what
And Jove answered, "Juno, you need not be afraid that either god or man will see you, for |

Wth this the son of Saturn caught his wife in his enbrace; whereon the earth sprouted them
Thus, then, did the sire of all things repose peacefully on the crest of |Ida, overcone at on
Sl eep now departed and went his ways to and fro anmong manki nd, | eaving Neptune nore eager th
Thus did he speak, and they did even as he had said. The son of Tydeus, U ysses, and Aganen
Hector on the other side set the Trojans in array. Thereon Neptune and Hector waged fierce
Hector first aimed his spear at Ajax, who was turned full towards him nor did he niss his a
The sons of the Achaeans cane running with a loud cry towards him hoping to drag hi m away,

When the Argives saw Hector leaving the field, they took heart and set upon the Trojans yet

The Argives were nmaddened by this boasting. Ajax son of Telanbn was nore angry than any, fa
But he knew well who it was, and the Trojans were greatly angered. Acanas then bestrode his

H's taunts infuriated the Argives, and Penel eos was nore enraged than any of them He spran
As he spoke fear fell upon them and every nman | ooked round about to see whither he might fl
Tell me now, O Miuses that dwell on A ynpus, who was the first of the Argives to bear away bl
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éb}-Qhé;-;heir flight had taken them past the trench and the set stakes, and many had fallen
The sire of gods and nen had pity on him and | ooked fiercely on Juno. "I see, Juno," said
Juno trenbl ed as he spoke, and said, "May heaven above and earth bel ow be ny wi tnesses, wth
The sire of gods and nen smiled and answered, "If you, Juno, were always to support ne when
Juno heeded his words and went fromthe heights of Ida to great Aynmpus. Swift as the thoug
And Juno answered, "Thenmis, do not ask me about it. You know what a proud and cruel dispos

On this Juno sat down, and the gods were troubled throughout the house of Jove. Laughter sa
When he heard this Mars snmote his two sturdy thighs with the flat of his hands, and said in
As he spoke he gave orders to yoke his horses Panic and Rout, while he put on his armour. C

Wth these words she took Mars back to his seat. Meanwhile Juno called Apollo outside, with



Thereon Juno |l eft them and resumed her seat inside, while Iris and Apollo nade all haste on
He spoke to Iris first. "Go," said he, "fleet Iris, tell King Neptune what | now bid you- a
Iris, fleet as the wind, obeyed him and as the cold hail or snowflakes that fly fromout th
Nept une was very angry and said, "G eat heavens! strong as Jove may be, he has said nore tha
Iris fleet as the wind then answered, "Am | really, Neptune, to take this daring and unyield
Nept une answered, "Goddess Iris, your words have been spoken in season. It is well when a n
Nept une now left the field to go down under the sea, and sorely did the Achaeans m ss him
Apol | o obeyed his father's saying, and left the crests of Ida, flying like a fal con, bane of
Hector in a weak voice answered, "And which, kind sir, of the gods are you, who now ask ne t
Then King Apollo said to him "Take heart; the son of Saturn has sent you a mighty hel per fr
As he spoke he infused great strength into the shepherd of his people. And as a horse, stab
Then spoke Thoas son of Andraenon, |eader of the Aetolians, a nan who could throw a good thr
Thus did he speak, and they did even as he had said. Those who were about Ajax and King |da
The Trojans pressed forward in a dense body, with Hector striding on at their head. Before
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}hé-;&é;;é; hel d together and stood their ground. The cry of battle rose high fromeither s
The fight then becane nore scattered and they killed one another where they best could. Hec
Wil e they were spoiling these heroes of their arnour, the Achaeans were flying pellnell to
As he spoke he laid his whip about his horses' shoulders and called to the Trojans throughou
Thus then were the Achaeans henmed in at their ships, calling out to one another and raising
Al'l counselling Jove thundered loudly in answer to die prayer of the aged son of Neleus. W
Now Patrocl us, so long as the Achaeans and Trojans were fighting about the wall, but were nac
Wien he had thus spoken he went his way. The Achaeans stood firmand resisted the attack of
Hect or made straight for Ajax, and the two fought fiercely about the same ship. Hector cou
Then Aj ax struck Caletor son of dytius in the chest with a spear as he was bringing fire ta
He then ainmed a spear at Ajax, and missed him but he hit Lycophron a follower of A ax, who
Teucer heard himand hastened towards himw th his bow and quiver in his hands. Forthwith h
Teucer then ainmed another arrow at Hector, and there would have been no nore fighting at the
Aj ax son of Tel anon answered, "My good fellow, |et your bow and your arrows be, for Jove has

Teucer then took his bow and put it by in his tent. He hung a shield four hides thick about



When Hector saw that Teucer's bow was of no nore use to him he shouted out to the Trojans a
Wth these words he put heart and soul into themall. Ajax on the other side exhorted his c
Wth these words he put life and soul into themall. Hector then killed Schedius son of Per
He I ed on as he spoke, and the hero Mel ani ppus followed after. Meanwhile Ajax son of Tel anon
Thus did he exhort men who were already bent upon driving back the Trojans. They laid his w
He hurried away when he had thus spurred Antilochus, who at once darted out fromthe front r
The Trojans, fierce as lions, were still rushing on towards the ships in fulfilnent of the b
They had now reached the ships and the prows of those that had been drawn up first were on €

"Be nen, ny friends," he cried, "and respect one another's good opinion. Think, all of you
Wth these words he put heart and soul into themall. Mnerva lifted the thick veil of dark
Ajax could not bring hinself to retreat along with the rest, but strode fromdeck to deck w
And now the battle again raged furiously at the ships. You would have thought the men were
Thus were the two sides minded. Then Hector seized the stern of the good ship that had brou

As he spoke thus the Trojans sprang yet nore fiercely on the Achaeans, and Aj ax no | onger he

As he spoke he wi elded his spear with still greater fury, and when any Trojan nade towards t
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}hbé-&{&-ihéy fight about the ship of Protesilaus. Then Patroclus drew near to Achilles wt
Then, O knight Patroclus, with a deep sigh you answered, "Achilles, son of Peleus, forenost

He knew not what he was asking, nor that he was suing for his own destruction. Achilles was
Thus did they converse. But Ajax could no longer hold his ground for the shower of darts th
And now, tell ne, O Miuses that hold your mansions on O ynpus, how fire was thrown upon the s
The fire was now flaring about the ship's stern, whereon Achilles snmote his two thighs and s
As he spoke Patroclus put on his arnmour. First he greaved his legs with greaves of good nak
Meanwhi | e Achilles went about everywhere anobng the tents, and bade his Myrmni dons put on the

Fifty ships had noble Achilles brought to Troy, and in each there was a crew of fifty oarsne
When Achilles had chosen his nen and had stationed themall with their captains, he charged

Wth these words he put heart and soul into themall, and they serried their conpanies yet n
In front of themall two nmen put on their arnour- Patroclus and Aut onedon- two nmen, wth but

Thus did he pray, and all-counselling Jove heard his prayer. Part of it he did i ndeed vouchs

When he had made his drink-offering and had thus prayed, Achilles went inside his tent and p



Then he again came out, for he still loved to | ook upon the fierce fight that raged between
Meanwhil e the arned band that was about Patroclus marched on till they sprang high in hope u
Wth these words he put heart and soul into themall, and they fell in a body upon the Troja
Patroclus first ained a spear into the nmddle of the press where nen were packed nost cl ose
The fight then becane nore scattered, and the chieftains killed one another when and how t he
Penel eos and Lycon now net in close fight, for they had nissed each other with their spears.
Thus did these chieftains of the Danaans each of themkill his man. As ravening wol ves seiz
Meanwhi |l e great Ajax kept on trying to drive a spear into Hector, but Hector was so skilful
As when a cloud goes up into heaven from A ynpus, rising out of a clear sky when Jove is bre
Patrocl us kept on heading his horses wherever he saw nost nmen flying in confusion, cheering
Patrocl us now cut off the battalions that were nearest to himand drove them back to the sh
BOOK XVI (2)

kb%[%hé;-é;;pedon saw hi s conrades, nen who wore ungirdled tunics, being overcone by Patroc
He sprang from his chariot as he spoke, and Patroclus, when he saw this, |eaped on to the gr
The son of schening Saturn | ooked down upon themin pity and said to Juno who was his wife a
And Juno answered, "Mst dread son of Saturn, what is this that you are saying? Wuld you s
The sire of gods and nmen assented, but he shed a rain of blood upon the earth in honour of h
When they were now cone cl ose to one anot her Patroclus struck Thrasydenus, the brave squire
Sar pedon now took a second aimat Patroclus, and again nissed him the point of the spear pa
Deat h cl osed his eyes as he spoke. Patroclus planted his heel on his breast and drew the sp
G aucus was overcone with grief when he heard what Sarpedon said, for he could not help him
Thus did he pray, and Apollo heard his prayer. He eased his pain, staunched the black bl ood
As he spoke the Trojans were plunged in extrene and ungovernable grief; for Sarpedon, alien
He spoke to nen who of thenselves were full eager; both sides, therefore, the Trojans and Ly
At first the Trojans made sonme headway agai nst the Achaeans, for one of the best nmen anong t
Meriones then killed a helned warrior of the Trojans, Laogonus son of Onetor, who was priest
And Meriones answered, "Aeneas, for all your bravery, you will not be able to make an end of
On this the son of Menoetius rebuked himand said, "Meriones, hero though you be, you shoul d
He I ed the way as he spoke and the hero went forward with him As the sound of woodcutters

Thus he spoke. Apollo obeyed his father's saying, and canme down fromthe heights of Ida int



Meanwhi |l e Patroclus, with nany a shout to his horses and to Automedon, pursued the Trojans a
Who then first, and who |ast, was slain by you, O Patroclus, when the gods had now called ya
The sons of the Achaeans woul d now have taken Troy by the hands of Patroclus, for his spear

Meanwhil e Hector was waiting with his horses inside the Scaean gates, in doubt whether to dr
Wth this the god went back into the hurly-burly, and Hector bade Cebriones drive again inta
As he spoke he flung hinself on Cebriones with the spring, as it were, of a lion that while

So long as the sun was still high in md-heaven the weapons of either side were alike deadly
On this his mind becane clouded; his linbs failed him and he stood as one dazed; whereon Eu
Then, as the life ebbed out of you, you answered, O knight Patroclus: "Hector, vaunt as you

Wien he had thus spoken his eyes were closed in death, his soul left his body and flitted dao

As he spoke he drew the bronze spear fromthe wound, planting his foot upon the body, which
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é&kbé-ké;é[;hs son of Atreus now cane to know that Patroclus had fallen, and nade his way th
To this Menel aus answered in great anger "By father Jove, boasting is an ill thing. The par
Euphor bus woul d not listen, and said, "Now indeed, Menel aus, shall you pay for the death of

As he spoke he struck Menelaus full on the shield, but the spear did not go through, for the
The god then went back into the toil and turnoil, but the soul of Hector was darkened with a
While he was thus in two minds, the Trojans came up to himwith Hector at their head; he the
These words stirred the heart of Ajax, and he made his way anmong the front ranks, Menelaus g
Then d aucus son of Hippol ochus | ooked fiercely at Hector and rebuked himsternly. "Hector

Hector scow ed at himand answered, "d aucus, you should know better. | have held you so fa
As he spoke he called Ioudly on the Trojans saying, "Trojans, Lycians, and Dardani ans, fight
Wth this Hector left the fight, and ran full speed after his nmen who were taking the arnour
Wien Jove, lord of the stormcloud, saw Hector standing al oof and arming hinself in the arno
The son of Saturn bowed his portentous brows, and Hector fitted the arnour to his body, whi

When he had thus spoken they charged full weight upon the Danaans with their spears held out
Menel aus did as he said, and shouted to the Danaans for help at the top of his voice. "M f
Fl eet Ajax son of G leus heard himand was first to force his way through the fight and run

The Trojans with Hector at their head charged in a body. As a great wave that cones thunder



At first the Trojans drove the Achaeans back, and they w thdrew fromthe dead nman daunt ed.
The Trojans woul d now have been worsted by the brave Achaeans and driven back to Ilius throu
Aeneas knew Apol |l o when he | ooked straight at him and shouted to Hector saying, "Hector and
As he spoke he sprang out far in front of the others, who then rallied and again faced the £
Thus did they fight as it were a flanming fire; it seened as though it had gone hard even wit
Thus through the livelong day did they wage fierce war, and the sweat of their toil rained e
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éhéh-;é;;;h[-turnoil of men and horses did Jove on that day ordain round the body of Patroc
The others still kept on chargi ng one another round the body with their pointed spears and k
The Trojans also on their part spoke to one another saying, "Friends, though we fall to a na
The son of Saturn saw them and took pity upon their sorrow. He wagged his head, and nuttere
As he spoke he breathed heart and strength into the horses so that they shook the dust from
Aut onmedon son of Diores answered, "Alcinmedon, there is no one el se who can control and guide
Al ci medon sprang on to the chariot, and caught up the whip and reins, while Autonedon |eaped
The valiant son of Anchises was of the same nmind, and the pair went right on, with their sha
On this he cried out to the two Aj axes and Menel aus, "Aj axes captains of the Argives, and Me
He poi sed and hurl ed as he spoke, whereon the spear struck the round shield of Aretus, and w
As he spoke he took the bl ood-stained spoils and laid themupon his chariot; then he nounted
And now the fierce groanful fight again raged about Patroclus, for Mnerva cane down from he
Menel aus answer ed, "Phoeni x, ny good old friend, may M nerva vouchsafe ne strength and keep
M nerva was pleased at his having naned herself before any of the other gods. Therefore she
Apoll o then went up to Hector and spurred himon to fight, in the |likeness of Phaenops son @
A dark cloud of grief fell upon Hector as he heard, and he nmade his way to the front clad in
The pani ¢ was begun by Penel eos the Boeotian, for while keeping his face turned ever towards
On this lIdoneneus | ashed the horses to the ships, for fear had taken hold upon him

Aj ax and Menel aus noted how Jove had turned the scale in favour of the Trojans, and Aj ax was
Fat her Jove heard hi mand had conpassi on upon his tears. Forthwith he chased away the cloud
Menel aus heeded his words and went his way as a lion froma stockyard- the lion is tired of
Wth this Menelaus left them | ooking round himas keenly as an eagl e, whose sight they say

Antil ochus was struck with horror. For a long tine he was speechless; his eyes filled with



Thus, then, did he run weeping fromthe field, to carry the bad news to Achilles son of Pele
Aj ax answered, "Menel aus, you have said well: do you, then, and Meriones stoop down, raiset
On this Menelaus and Meriones took the dead man in their arns and lifted himhigh aloft with

In this wise did the two heroes strain every nerve to bear the body to the ships out of the
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}hbé-;hé;-did they fight as it were a flaning fire. Meanwhile the fleet runner Antil ochus,

As he was thus pondering, the son of Nestor came up to himand told his sad tale, weeping bi
A dark cloud of grief fell upon Achilles as he listened. He filled both hands with dust fra
"Listen," she cried, "sisters, daughters of Nereus, that you may hear the burden of ny sorra
She left the cave as she spoke, while the others followed weeping after, and the waves opene
Achill es groaned and answered, "Mther, dynpian Jove has indeed vouchsafed me the fulfil men
Thetis wept and answered, "Then, my son, is your end near at hand- for your own death awaits
Then said Achilles in his great grief, "I would die here and now, in that | could not save n
Then silver-footed Thetis answered, "My son, what you have said is true. It is well to save
On this she left her brave son, and as she turned away she said to the sea-nynphs her sister
Wien she had so said, they dived forthwith beneath the waves, while silver-footed Thetis wen
Thus, then, did her feet bear the goddess to O ynpus, and neanwhile the Achaeans were flying
And now he woul d even have dragged it off and have won inperishable glory, had not Iris flee
And Achilles said, "lris, which of the gods was it that sent you to ne?"

Iris answered, "It was Juno the royal spouse of Jove, but the son of Saturn does not know of
Then fleet Achilles answered her saying, "How can | go up into the battle? They have ny arn
Iris said, 'We know that your arnour has been taken, but go as you are; go to the deep trenc
Iris left himwhen she had so spoken. But Achilles dear to Jove arose, and M nerva flung he
There did he stand and shout aloud. M nerva also raised her voice fromafar, and spread ter
Thrice did Achilles raise his loud cry as he stood by the trench, and thrice were the Trojan
Then Juno sent the busy sun, loth though he was, into the waters of Cceanus; so he set, and

Now t he Trojans when they had cone out of the fight, unyoked their horses and gathered in as
"Look to it well, my friends; | would urge you to go back now to your city and not wait here
Hector | ooked fiercely at himand answered, "Polydamas, your words are not to ny liking int

Thus spoke Hector; and the Trojans, fools that they were, shouted in applause, for Pallas M



Then Achilles told his nmen to set a large tripod upon the fire that they m ght wash the cl ot
Then Jove said to Juno his sister-wife, "So, Queen Juno, you have gai ned your end, and have
And Juno answered, "Dread son of Saturn, why should you say this thing? My not a man thoug
Thus did they converse. Meanwhile Thetis came to the house of Vulcan, inperishable, star-be
The goddess | ed the way as she spoke, and bade Thetis sit on a richly decorated seat inlaid
On this the mghty nonster hobbled off fromhis anvil, his thin legs plying lustily under hi
Thetis wept and answered, "Vulcan, is there another goddess in O ynpus whomthe son of Satur
And Vul can answered, "Take heart, and be no nore disquieted about this natter; would that |
Wien he had so said he left her and went to his bellows, turning themtowards the fire and b
First he shaped the shield so great and strong, adorning it all over and binding it round w
He wought the earth, the heavens, and the sea; the noon also at her full and the untiring s
He wrought also two cities, fair to see and busy with the humof nen. 1In the one were weddi
Meanwhi | e the people were gathered in assenbly, for there was a quarrel, and two nen were w
About the other city there lay encanped two hosts in gleanming arnmour, and they were divided
He wought also a fair fallow field, large and thrice ploughed already. Many nmen were worKi
He wought also a field of harvest corn, and the reapers were reaping with sharp sickles in
He wrought also a vineyard, golden and fair to see, and the vines were | oaded with grapes.
He wrought also a herd of homed cattle. He nmade the cows of gold and tin, and they |owed as
The god wought also a pasture in a fair nmountain dell, and large flock of sheep, with a hon
Furt hermore he wought a green, like that which Daedal us once made in Cnhossus for lovely Ari
Al round the outernost rimof the shield he set the nmighty streamof the river Cceanus.
Then when he had fashioned the shield so great and strong, he nmade a breastplate also that s

Lastly, when the famed | ame god had nade all the armour, he took it and set it before the nu

NOW when Dawn in robe of saffron was hasting fromthe streans of Cceanus, to bring light to
As she spoke she set the arnour before Achilles, and it rang out bravely as she did so. The
Silver-footed Thetis answered, "My son, be not disquieted about this matter. | will find ne
As she spoke she put strength and courage into his heart, and she then dropped anbrosia and

Then Achilles went out upon the seashore, and with a loud cry called on the Achaean heroes.



When t he Achaeans were got together Achilles rose and said, "Son of Atreus, surely it would

Thus did he speak, and the Achaeans rejoiced in that he had put away his anger

Then Aganemon spoke, rising in his place, and not going into the niddle of the assenbly. "
"Ti me was when she fool ed Jove hinself, who they say is greatest whether of gods or men; for
"Thus she spoke, and Jove suspected her not, but swore the great oath, to his nmuch ruing the
"On this Jove was stung to the very quick, and in his rage he caught Folly by the hair, and

And Achilles answered, "Son of Atreus, king of men Agamenmon, you can give such gifts as you
Then Ul ysses said, "Achilles, godlike and brave, send not the Achaeans thus against Ilius ta
And Ki ng Aganmenmon answered, "Son of Laertes, your words please nme well, for throughout you

Then said Achilles, "Son of Atreus, king of nmen Aganemmon, see to these matters at sone ot he
U ysses answered, "Achilles, son of Peleus, nightiest of all the Achaeans, in battle you are
When he had thus spoken he took with himthe sons of Nestor, with Meges son of Phyleus, Thoa
Aganemon then rose, and Tal t hybi us whose voice was |like that of a god cane to himwith the

He cut the boar's throat as he spoke, whereon Talthybius whirled it round his head, and flun
On this he broke up the assenbly, and every man went back to his own ship. The Myrnidons at
Briseis, fair as Venus, when she saw t he mangl ed body of Patroclus, flung herself upon it an
She wept as she spoke, and the wonen joined in her |anent-making as though their tears were

On this he sent the other princes away, save only the two sons of Atreus and U ysses, Nestor
"Hapl ess and dearest conrade, you it was who would get a good dinner ready for ne at once an
He wept as he spoke, and the elders sighed in concert as each thought on what he had left at
Wth these words he urged M nerva, who was already of the same mnd. She darted down from he
First he put on the goodly greaves fitted with ancle-clasps, and next he did on the breastp

He al so drew his father's spear out of the spear-stand, a spear so great and heavy and stron
Then fleet Xant hus answered under the yoke- for white-arnmed Juno had endowed hi mw th human

When he had thus said the Erinyes stayed his speech, and Achilles answered himin great sadn

So saying, with a loud cry he drove his horses to the front.

THUS, then, did the Achaeans armby their ships round you, O son of Pel eus, who were hungeri
Meanwhi l e Jove fromthe top of many-delled A ynpus, bade Thenis gather the gods in council

In such wise, therefore, did they gather in the house of Jove. Neptune also, lord of the ear



And Jove answered, "You know ny purpose, shaker of earth, and wherefore | have called you hi
Thus spoke Jove and gave the word for war, whereon the gods took their several sides and wen
So long as the gods held thensel ves al oof fromnortal warriors the Achaeans were triunphant,
Thus did the gods spur on both hosts to fight, and rouse fierce contention al so anong thense
The gods, then, were thus ranged agai nst one another. But the heart of Achilles was set on

And Aeneas answered, "Wiy do you thus bid ne fight the proud son of Peleus, when | amin no
Then said King Apollo, son to Jove, "Nay, hero, pray to the ever-living gods, for nen say th
As he spoke he put courage into the heart of the shepherd of his people, and he strode in fu
Nept une lord of the earthquake answered her saying, "Juno, restrain your fury; it is not wel
Wth these words the dark-haired god led the way to the high earth-barrow of Hercules, built
Thus did the gods sit apart and formtheir plans, but neither side was willing to begin batt
Aeneas was first to stride forward in attack, his doughty hel net tossing defiance as he cane
Wien they were now close up with one another Achilles was first to speak. "Aeneas," said he
Then Aeneas answered, "Son of Peleus, think not that your words can scare ne as though | wer
"I'n the begi nni ng Dardanus was the son of Jove, and founded Dardania, for Ilius was not yet

"Such do I declare ny blood and |ineage, but as for valour, Jove gives it or takes it as he

As he spoke he drove his spear at the great and terrible shield of Achilles, which rang out

Achilles in his turn threw, and struck the round shield of Aeneas at the very edge, where th
Aeneas woul d then have struck Achilles as he was springing towards him either on the hel net
Then answered Juno, "Earth-shaker, look to this matter yourself, and consider concerning Aen
Wien earth-encircling Neptune heard this he went into the battle anid the clash of spears, a
The god | eft hi mwhen he had given himthese instructions, and at once renoved the darkness

He sprang forward along the line and cheered his nen on as he did so. "Let not the Trojans,
Thus did he exhort them Meanwhile Hector called upon the Trojans and decl ared that he woul
Thus urged the Trojans lifted up their spears agai nst the Achaeans, and raised the cry of ba
Thus he spoke, and Hector drew back within the crowd, for he was afraid when he heard what t
Thus did he vaunt, but darkness closed the eyes of the other. The chariots of the Achaeans c
Wien Hector saw his brother Polydorus with his entrails in his hands and sinking down upon t
He | ooked fiercely on Hector and said, "Draw near, that you may neet your doomthe sooner."

He hurled his spear as he spoke, but M nerva breathed upon it, and though she breathed but v



On this he struck Dryops with his spear, about the nmiddle of his neck, and he fell headl ong
Achilles then went up to Miulius and struck himon the ear with a spear, and the bronze spear

As a fire raging in sonme nountain glen after |ong drought- and the dense forest is in a blaz

NOW when they cane to the ford of the full-flow ng river Xanthus, begotten of imortal Jove,
Forthwith the hero I eft his spear upon the bank, leaning it against a tamarisk bush, and plu
There he found Lycaon, son of Priam seed of Dardanus, as he was escaping out of the water; h
Then Achilles said to himself in his surprise, "What narvel do | see here? |If this man can
Thus did he pause and ponder. But Lycaon canme up to himdazed and trying hard to enbrace hi
Wth such words did the princely son of Priam beseech Achilles; but Achilles answered hi m st
Thus did he speak, and Lycaon's heart sank within him He | oosed his hold of the spear, and
So spoke Achilles, but the river grew nore and nore angry, and pondered w thin hinmself how h
Thus did he defy him and Achilles raised his spear of Pelian ash. Asteropaeus failed with b
Wth this he drew his bronze spear out of the bank, and now that he had killed Asteropaeus,

Achilles answered, "So be it, Scamander, Jove-descended; but | will never cease dealing out

As he spoke he set upon the Trojans with a fury like that of the gods. But the river said t
Meanwhil e Achilles sprang fromthe bank into mid-stream whereon the river raised a high wav
But the nighty god ceased not in his pursuit, and sprang upon himw th a dark-crested wave,

Then the son of Peleus lifted up his voice to heaven saying, "Father Jove, is there none of

As soon as he had spoken thus, Neptune and M nerva cane up to himin the likeness of two nmen
When they had so said they went back to the other immortals, but Achilles strove onward over
On this he upraised his tumultuous fl ood high against Achilles, seething as it was with foan
On this Wulcan kindled a fierce fire, which broke out first upon the plain and burned the na
He was boiling as he spoke, and all his waters were seething. As a cauldron upon 'a large f
As soon as Juno heard this she said to her son Vul can, "Son Wul can, hold now your flanes; we
Wien she had thus spoken Vul can quenched his flanmes, and the river went back once nore into
Xant hus was now beaten, so these two left off fighting, for Juno stayed them though she was

As he spoke he struck her on the terrible tasselled aegis- so terrible that not even can Jov

She then turned her two piercing eyes el sewhere, whereon Jove's daughter Venus took Mars by



Thus she spoke. M nerva sped after Venus with a will, and nade at her, striking her on the
Juno sniled as she listened. Meanwhile King Neptune turned to Apollo saying, "Phoebus, why
And King Apollo answered, "Lord of the earthquake, you would have no respect for ne if | wer
He turned away as he spoke, for he would lay no hand on the brother of his own father. But
Apol I o made her no answer, but Jove's august queen was angry and upbrai ded her bitterly. "E
She caught both Diana's wists with her left hand as she spoke, and with her right she took
Then the slayer of Argus, guide and guardian, said to Leto, "Leto, | shall not fight you; it
Leto then gathered up Diana's bow and arrows that had fallen about amid the whirling dust, a
Thus did they converse, and meanwhil e Phoebus Apollo entered the strong city of Ilius, for h
ad King Priamstood on a high tower of the wall | ooking down on huge Achilles as the Trojan
As he spoke they drew back the bolts and opened the gates, and when these were opened there
Then had the sons of the Achaeans taken the lofty gates of Troy if Apollo had not spurred on
So saying he stood on his guard and awaited Achilles, for he was now fain to fight him As

As he spoke his strong hand hurled his javelin fromhim and the spear struck Achilles on th

THUS the Trojans in the city, scared |like fawns, wi ped the sweat fromoff themand drank to
Achilles was greatly angered and said, "You have baul ked ne, Far-Darter, nost malicious of a
On this, with fell intent he made towards the city, and as the winning horse in a chariot ra
The old man tore his grey hair as he spoke, but he noved not the heart of Hector. His nothe
Thus did the two with many tears inplore their son, but they noved not the heart of Hector

"Alas," said he to hinself in the heaviness of his heart, "if | go within the gates, Pol ydan
Thus did he stand and ponder, but Achilles cane up to himas it were Mars hinmself, plunmed lao
On they flew al ong the waggon-road that ran hard by under the wall, past the | ookout station
"Alas," said he, "my eyes behold a man who is dear to ne being pursued round the walls of Tr
Then M nerva said, "Father, w elder of the Iightning, lord of cloud and storm what nean you
And Jove answered, "My child, Trito-born, take heart. | did not speak in full earnest, and
Thus did he urge M nerva who was al ready eager, and down she darted fromthe topnost sunmits
Achilles was still in full pursuit of Hector, as a hound chasing a fawn which he has started
Thus spoke M nerva. Achilles obeyed her gladly, and stood still, |eaning on his bronze-poin

And Hect or answered, "Dei phobus, you have al ways been dearest to nme of all my brothers, chi



Then M nerva said, "Dear brother, ny father and nother went down on their knees and inplored
Thus did M nerva inveigle himby her cunning, and when the two were now cl ose to one anot her
Achilles glared at himand answered, "Fool, prate not to ne about covenants. There can be n
He poi sed his spear as he spoke and hurled it. Hector saw it coming and avoided it; he watc
He poi sed his spear as he spoke and hurled it. H's aimwas true for he hit the niddle of Ac
As he spoke he drew the keen bl ade that hung so great and strong by his side, and gathering
Then Hector said, as the life ebbed out of him "I pray you by your life and knees, and by y
Achilles glared at himand answered, "Dog, talk not to me neither of knees nor parents; woul
Hector with his dying breath then said, "I know you what you are, and was sure that | should
Wien he had thus said the shrouds of death enfol ded him whereon his soul went out of himan
As he spoke he drew his spear fromthe body and set it on one side; then he stripped the bla
When Achilles had done spoiling Hector of his arnour, he stood anmong the Argives and said, "
On this he treated the body of Hector with contunely: he pierced the sinews at the back of b
Thus was the head of Hector being dishonoured in the dust. Hi s nother tore her hair, and fl
Thus did he speak with many tears, and all the people of the city joined in his lanent. Hec
Hector's wife had as yet heard nothing, for no one had cone to tell her that her husband had

Her heart beat fast, and as she spoke she flew fromthe house like a maniac, with her waitin

In such wise did she cry aloud anid her tears, and the wonen joined in her |ament.
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}hbé-a;a-ihé;-nake their noan throughout the city, while the Achaeans when they reached the
On this they all joined in a cry of wailing and Achilles led themin their lament. Thrice d
As he spoke he treated the body of noble Hector with contunmely, laying it at full length in
Then the princes of the Achaeans took the son of Pel eus to Aganmemmon, but hardly could they
Thus did he speak, and they did even as he had said. They made haste to prepare the neal, t
"You sl eep, Achilles, and have forgotten nme; you loved nme living, but now that | am dead you
"One prayer nore will | make you, if you will grant it; let not ny bones be laid apart from
And Achilles answered, "Wy, true heart, are you cone hither to lay these charges upon ne?

He opened his arns towards himas he spoke and woul d have clasped himin them but there was

Thus did he speak and his words set themall weeping and nourni ng about the poor dunb dead,



When they had thrown down their great |ogs of wood over the whole ground, they stayed all of
Wien they canme to the place of which Achilles had told themthey laid the body down and bui
As he spoke he placed the lock in the hands of his dear conrade, and all who stood by were f
When Ki ng Agamemmon heard this he dism ssed the people to their ships, but those who were ab
Thus did he vaunt, but the dogs came not about the body of Hector, for Jove's daughter Venus
Now t he pyre about dead Patroclus would not kindle. Achilles therefore bethought himof anc
Wth this she left them and the two winds rose with a cry that rent the air and swept the c¢
At length as the Morning Star was beginning to herald the |light which saffron-mantled Dawn w
Thus he spoke and they obeyed the word of the son of Peleus. First they poured red w ne upon
The first prize he offered was for the chariot races- a woman skilled in all useful arts, an
"Son of Atreus, and all other Achaeans, these are the prizes that lie waiting the w nners of
Thus spoke the son of Peleus and the drivers of chariots bestirred themselves. First anong
Fourth in order Antilochus, son to noble Nestor son of Neleus, nmade ready his horses. These
BOOK XXI 11 (2)

Q@é;-kééié;-h;d made an end of counselling his son he sat down in his place, and fifth in or
At the sane instant they all of themlashed their horses, struck themwth the reins, and sh
It was when they were doing the last part of the course on their way back towards the sea th
Menel aus son of Atreus canme next behind him but Antilochus called to his father's horses.
They feared the rebuke of their master, and for a short space went quicker. Presently Anti
But Antilochus plied his whip, and drove faster, as though he had not heard him They went
Then he called on his horses and said to them "Keep your pace, and slacken not; the linbs @
The horses feared the rebuke of their master, and went faster, so that they were soon nearly
Meanwhi | e the Achaeans fromtheir seats were watching how t he horses went, as they scoured t
Ajax the son of G leus took himup rudely and said, "Idoneneus, why should you be in such a
The captain of the Cretans was angry, and answered, "Ajax you are an excellent railer, but y
Aj ax son of QO leus was for naking himan angry answer, and there woul d have been yet further
As he was speaking, the son of Tydeus came driving in, plying his whip lustily fromhis shou
Next after himcanme in Antil ochus of the race of Nel eus, who had passed Menelaus by a trick
Thus did he speak and the others all of them applauded his saying, and were for doing as he

Achilles snmiled as he heard this, and was pleased with Antil ochus, who was one of his deares



"Antilochus, if you would have nme find Eunelus another prize, | will give himthe bronze bre
He bade his conrade Autonedon bring the breastplate fromhis tent, and he did so. Achilles
But Menelaus got up in a rage, furiously angry with Antilochus. An attendant placed his staf
And Antil ochus answered, "Forgive nme; | am nuch younger, King Menel aus, than you are; you st
The son of Nestor then took the nare and gave her over to Menel aus, whose anger was thus app
Wth this he gave the mare over to Antilochus's conrade Noenon, and then took the caul dron
So saying he gave the urn over to Nestor, who received it gladly and answered, "My son, al
Thereon the son of Pel eus, when he had listened to all the thanks of Nestor, went about anon
As he spoke there stood up a chanpion both brave and great stature, a skilful boxer, Epeus,
They all held their peace, and no man rose save Euryal us son of Mecisteus, who was son of Ta
The son of Pel eus now brought out the prizes for the third contest and showed themto the Ar
Forthwi th uprose great Ajax the son of Telanon, and crafty U ysses, full of wiles rose also.
He lifted himfromthe ground as he spoke, but Uysses did not forget his cunning. He hit A
Thus did he speak and they did even as he had said, and put on their shirts again after w pi
The son of Peleus then offered prizes for speed in running- a nixing-bow beautifully wough
Forthwi th uprose fleet Ajax son of G leus, with cunning Uysses, and Nestor's son Antilochus
Antil ochus carried off the last prize and sniled as he said to the bystanders, "You all see,
He said this to pay a conplinent to the son of Peleus, and Achilles answered, "Antilochus, vy
Then the son of Pel eus brought out the spear, helnet and shield that had been borne by Sarpe
Forthwi th uprose great Ajax the son of Telanon, as also nmighty Dionmed son of Tydeus. \Wen t
Achilles next offered the massive iron quoit which nighty Eetion had erewhil e been used to h
Then uprose the two mighty nen Pol ypoetes and Leonteus, with Ajax son of Tel anon and noble E
Achilles next offered a prize of iron for archery -- ten doubl e-edged axes and ten with sing
Then uprose King Teucer, and Meriones the stalwart squire of |donmeneus rose al so, They cast
Then the son of Peleus brought in a spear and a caul dron that had never been on the fire; it

Ki ng Aganemmon assented. So he gave the bronze spear to Meriones, and handed the goodly cau
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THE assenbly now broke up and the people went their ways each to his own ship. There they n
Thus shanefully did Achilles in his fury dishonour Hector; but the bl essed gods | ooked down

When, therefore, the morning of the twelfth day had now cone, Phoebus Apoll o spoke anong the



Juno spoke up in a rage. "This were well," she cried, "Olord of the silver bow, if you wou
Then said Jove, "Juno, be not so bitter. Their honour shall not be equal, but of all that d
On this Iris fleet as the wind went forth to carry his nmessage. Down she plunged into the da
The goddess took her dark veil, than which there can be no robe nore sonbre, and went forth

"So, goddess," said he, "for all your sorrow, and the grief that I well know reigns ever in

Silver-footed Thetis did as the god had told her, and forthwith down she darted fromthe top
And Achilles answered, "So be it. [If Qynpian Jove of his own notion thus commands ne, |et

Thus did nother and son talk together at the ships in |long discourse with one another. Mean
On this Iris, fleet as the wind, sped forth to deliver her nessage. She went to Prianms hou
Iris went her way when she had thus spoken, and Priamtold his sons to get a mul e-waggon rea
Hs wife cried aloud as she heard him and said, "Alas, what has beconme of that judgenent fao
Then Priamsaid, "I would go, do not therefore stay nme nor be as a bird of ill onmen in ny hao
So saying he lifted the lids of his chests, and took out twelve goodly vestnents. He took a
He drove the nen away with his staff, and they went forth as the old man sped them Then he
Thus did he speak, and they feared the rebuke of their father. They brought out a strong mul
Thus heedfully did Priamand his servant see to the yolking of their cars at the palace. Th
And Priam answered, "Wfe, | will do as you desire ne; it is well to lift hands in prayer ta
Wth this the old man bade the serving-woman pour pure water over his hands, and the wonan c¢
So did he pray, and Jove the lord of counsel heard his prayer. Forthwith he sent an eagle, t
But Priam and | daeus as they showed out upon the plain did not escape the ken of all-seeing

Thus he spoke and Mercury, guide and guardi an, slayer of Argus, did as he was told. Forthw
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kb%[%hé;-b;;;n1and | daeus had driven past the great tonmb of Ilius, they stayed their nules a
When he heard this the old nan's heart failed him and he was in great fear; he stayed where
And Priam answered, "It is indeed as you say, my dear son; neverthel ess sone god has held hi
Then said the slayer of Argus, guide and guardian, "Sir, all that you have said is right; bu
And Priamsaid, "W are you, ny friend, and who are your parents, that you speak so truly ab
The slayer of Argus, guide and guardian, answered him "Sir, you would prove ne, that you qu

Then answered Priam "If you are indeed the squire of Achilles son of Peleus, tell nme nowth

"Sir," replied the slayer of Argus, guide and guardian, "neither hounds nor vultures have ye



The old man was conforted as he heard himand said, "My son, see what a good thing it is to
Then answered the slayer of Argus, guide and guardian, "Sir, you are tenpting ne and playing
The bringer of good luck then sprang on to the chariot, and seizing the whip and reins he br
Wth these words Mercury went back to high Aynmpus. Priamsprang fromhis chariot to the gr
As when sone cruel spite has befallen a nan that he should have killed some one in his own ¢
Thus spoke Priam and the heart of Achilles yearned as he bethought himof his father. He t
And Priam answered, "O king, bid ne not be seated, while Hector is still lying uncared for i
Achilles | ooked at himsternly and said, "Vex nme, sir, no longer; | amof nyself minded to g
The old man feared himand obeyed. Then the son of Peleus sprang like a lion through the do
Achilles then went back into the tent and took his place on the richly inlaid seat from whic
Wth this Achilles sprang fromhis seat and killed a sheep of silvery whiteness, which his f
As he spoke Achilles told his nen and the wonen-servants to set beds in the roomthat was in
And Priam answered, "Since, then, you suffer ne to bury my noble son with all due rites, do
And Achilles answered, "All, King Priam shall be as you have said. | wll stay our fightin
As he spoke he laid his hand on the old nan's right wist, in token that he should have no f
And now bot h gods and nortals were fast asleep through the livelong night, but upon Mercury
Wien he heard this the old man was afraid and roused his servant. Mercury then yoked their h
At this there was not man nor wonan left in the city, so great a sorrow had possessed them
On this the people stood asunder, and nade a way for the waggon. Wen they had borne the bod
Bitterly did she weep the while, and the wormen joined in her lament. Hecuba in her turn toc
Thus did she too speak through her tears with bitter npan, and then Helen for a third tinme t
She wept as she spoke and the vast crowd that was gathered round her joined in her |anent.
Forthwi th they yoked their oxen and nul es and gathered together before the city. N ne days
Thus, then, did they celebrate the funeral of Hector taner of horses.

[the end]
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