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On the Prejudices of Philosophers

1

The will to truth which will still tenpt us to many a venture, that fanous truthful ness of w
Indeed we cane to a long halt at the question about the cause of this will - until we final
The problem of the value of truth came before us - or was it we who canme before the probl enf
And though it scarcely seens credible, it finally alnost seems to us as if the problemhad n
2

"How coul d anything originate out of its opposite? for exanple, truth out of error? or the w
This way of judging constitutes the typical prejudgnent and prejudi ce which give away the ne
For one may doubt, first, whether there are any opposites at all, and secondly whether these

But who has the will to concern hinmself with such dangerous naybes? For that, one really has

And in all seriousness: | see such new phil osophers comni ng up

3

After having | ooked | ong enough between the philosopher's lines and fingers, | say to nyself
Behind all logic and its seem ng sovereignty of nmovenent, too, there stand valuations or, no
4

The fal seness of a judgnment is for us not necessarily an objection to a judgnment; in this re
5

What provokes one to | ook at all philosophers half suspiciously, half nmockingly, is not that
The equally stiff and decorous Tartuffery of the old Kant as he lures us on the dialectica

6

Gradually it has becone clear to ne what every great philosophy so far has been - nanely, th
I ndeed, if one would explain how the abstrusest netaphysical clains of a philosopher really
To be sure: anmong scholars who are really scientific nen things may be different -"better,"

-

How nal i ci ous phil osophers can be! | know of nothing nore venonous than the joke Epicurus pe
It took a hundred years until G eece found out who this garden god, Epicurus, had been - did
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There is a point in every philosophy when the phil osopher's "conviction" appears on the stag
Adventavit asinus, Pulcher et fortissinus.

9

"According to nature" you want to live? O you noble Stoics, what deceptive words these arel

In truth, the matter is altogether different: while you pretend rapturously to read the canac
But this is an ancient, eternal story: what fornerly happened with the Stoics still happens

10

The eagerness and subtlety-1 might even say, shrewdness- with which the problemof "the rea
It seems, however, to be otherwise with stronger and livelier thinkers who are still eager f
11

It seenms to ne that today attenpts are nade everywhere to diver attention fromthe actual in
Let us only understand this "could be"! He was proud of having discovered a new faculty in n
But let us reflect; it is hightinme to do so. "How are synthetic judgnments a priori possible
The honeynoon of German phil osophy arrived. Al the young theol ogi ans of the Tubi ngen semi na
Quia est in eo virtus dornitiva, Cujus est natura sensus assoupire.

But such replies belong in conedy, and it is high tine to replace the Kantian question, "How
Finally, to call to mind the enornous influence that "German phil osophy" - | hope you unders
12

As for materialistic atomism it is one of the best refuted theories there are, and in Europ
One nust, however, go still further. and al so declare war, relentless war unto death, agains
13

Physi ol ogi sts should think before putting down the instinct of self-preservation as the card
In short, here as everywhere else, |let us beware of superfluous teleol ogical principles - on
14

It is perhaps just dawning on five or six nminds that physics, too, is only an interpretation
15

To study physiology with a clear conscience, one nust insist that the sense organs are not p
What ? And others even say that the external world is the work of our organs? But then our ba
16

There are still harm ess sel f-observers who believe that there are "i mmedi ate certainties"



Let the peopl e suppose that know edge nmeans knowi ng things entirely; the philosopher nust sa
In place of the "imrediate certainty” in which the people may believe in the case at hand, t
17
Wth regard to the superstitions of logicians, | shall never tire of enphasizing a snmall ter
It was pretty nmuch according to the same schema that the ol der atoni smsought, besides the ¢
18
It is certainly not the Ieast charmof a theory that it is refutable; it is precisely thereb
19
Phi | osophers are accustoned to speak of the will as if it were the best-known thing in the w

Therefore just as sensations (and i ndeed many ki nds of sensation) are to be recognized as in

Third, the will is not only a conplex of sensation and thinking, but it is above all an affe
But now | et us notice what is strangest about the will - this manifold thing for which the p
"Freedomof the will" - that is the expression for the conplex state of delight of the persa
20

That i ndividual philosophical concepts are not anything capricious or autononously evol ving,
The strange fanily resenblance of all Indian, Geck, and German phil osophizing is explained
So much by way of rejecting Locke's superficiality regardinh the origin of ideas.

21

The causa sui is the best self-contradiction that has been conceived so far, it is a sort of
It is alnmost always a synptom of what is lacking in hinself when a thinker senses in every "
22

Forgi ve ne as an ol d phil ol ogi st who cannot desist fromthe nalice of putting his finger on
23

Al psychology so far has got stuck in noral prejudices and fears; it has not dared to desce

On the other hand, if one has once drifted there with one's bark, well! all right! let us c

The Free Spirit

24

O sancta sinplicitas! In what strange sinplification and falsification man Iives! One can ne
25

After such a cheerful comrencenent, a serious word would like to be heard; it appeals to the



26

Every choi ce human being strives instinctively for a citadel and a secrecy where he is saved
27

It is hard to be understood, especially when one thinks and |ives gangasrotagati anong nen v
28

What is nost difficult to render fromone | anguage into an other is the tenpo of its style,
29

I ndependence is for the very few, it is a privilege of the strong. And whoever attenpts it e
30

Qur highest insights nmust - and should - sound like follies and sonetines |ike crines when t
31

Wien one is young, one venerates and - despises without that art of nuances which constitute
32

During the |l ongest part of human history - so-called prehistorical times - the value or disv
33

There is no other way: the feelings of devotion, self-sacrifice for one's neighbor, the who
34

What ever phil osophi cal standpoint one may adopt today, fromevery point of view the erroneou
35

O Vol taire! O humaneness! O nonsense! There is sonething about "truth," about the search for
36

Suppose nothing el se were "given" as real except our world of desires and passions, and we c
37

"What ? Doesn't this nean, to speak with the vulgar: God is refuted, but the devil is not?" C
38

What happened nost recently in the broad daylight of nodern tinmes in the case of the French
39

Nobody is very likely to consider a doctrine true nerely because it nakes peopl e happy or vi
40

What ever is profound | oves nasks; what is nost profound even hates i mage and parable. M ght



41

One has to test oneself to see that one is destined for independence and conmand - and do it

42

A new speci es of philosophers is coming up: | venture to baptize themwith a nane that is na

43

Are these coming phil osophers new friends of "truth"? That is probable enough, for all phila

44

Need | still say expressly after all this that they, too, will be free, very free spirits, t
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