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Ti maeus. How thankful | am Socrates, that | have arrived at |ast,
and, like a weary traveller after a long journey, nmay be at rest!
And | pray the being who always was of old, and has now been by ne
revealed, to grant that my words may endure in so far as they have
been spoken truly and acceptably to him but if unintentionally | have
said anything wong, | pray that he will inpose upon nme a just
retribution, and the just retribution of himwho errs is that he
shoul d be set right. Wshing, then, to speak truly in future
concerning the generation of the gods, | pray himto give ne
know edge, which of all nedicines is the nost perfect and best. And
now having offered ny prayer | deliver up the argument to Critias, who
is to speak next according to our agreenent.

Critias. And |, Tinmaeus, accept the trust, and as you at first
said that you were going to speak of high matters, and begged t hat
sone forbearance m ght be shown to you, | too ask the sane or
greater forbearance for what | am about to say. And al though I very
wel I know that nmy request nay appear to be sonewhat and
di scourteous, | mnust make it nevertheless. For will any man of sense
deny that you have spoken well? | can only attenpt to show that |
ought to have nore indul gence than you, because ny thene is nore
difficult; and | shall argue that to seemto speak well of the gods to
men is far easier than to speak well of nmen to nen: for the
i nexperience and utter ignorance of his hearers about any subject is a
great assistance to himwho has to speak of it, and we know how
i gnorant we are concerning the gods. But | should Iike to make ny
nmeani ng clearer, if Timaeus, you will follow nme. Al that is said by
any of us can only be imtation and representation. For if we consider
the |i kenesses which painters nake of bodies divine and heavenly,
and the different degrees of gratification with which the eye of the
spectator receives them we shall see that we are satisfied with the
artist who is able in any degree to imtate the earth and its
nount ai ns, and the rivers, and the woods, and the universe, and the
things that are and nove therein, and further, that know ng not hing
preci se about such matters, we do not exani ne or analyze the painting;
all that is required is a sort of indistinct and deceptive node of
shadowi ng them forth. But when a person endeavours to paint the
human form we are quick at finding out defects, and our fanmiliar
know edge nakes us severe judges of any one who does not render
every point of sinmlarity. And we nmay observe the same thing to happen
in discourse; we are satisfied with a picture of divine and heavenly
t hi ngs which has very little likeness to them but we are nore precise
inour criticismof nortal and human things. Wierefore if at the
nmonent of speaking | cannot suitably express ny meani ng, you nust
excuse ne, considering that to form approved |ikenesses of human
things is the reverse of easy. This is what | want to suggest to
you, and at the same tinme to beg, Socrates, that | may have not
| ess, but nore indul gence conceded to ne in what | am about to say.
Whi ch favour, if | amright in asking, | hope that you will be ready
to grant.
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Socrates. Certainly, Critias, we will grant your request, and we
will grant the sanme by anticipation to Hernocrates, as well as to
you and Tirmaeus; for | have no doubt that when his turn cones a little
whi l e hence, he will nake the same request which you have nmade. In
order, then, that he may provide hinmself with a fresh begi nning, and
not be conpelled to say the same things over again, |et himunderstand
that the indul gence is already extended by anticipation to him And
now, friend Critias, I will announce to you the judgnent of the
theatre. They are of opinion that the I ast performer was wonderfully
successful, and that you will need a great deal of indul gence before
you will be able to take his place.

Her nocrat es. The warni ng, Socrates, which you have addressed to him
I must also take to nyself. But renenber, Critias, that faint heart
never yet raised a trophy; and therefore you nust go and attack the
argument like a man. First invoke Apollo and the Miuses, and then |et
us hear you sound the praises and show forth the virtues of your
ancient citizens.

Crit. Friend Hernocrates, you, who are stationed |ast and have
another in front of you, have not |ost heart as yet; the gravity of
the situation will soon be revealed to you; nmeanwhile | accept your
exhortations and encouragenents. But besides the gods and goddesses
whom you have nentioned, | would specially invoke Mhenosyne; for al
the inmportant part of ny discourse is dependent on her favour, and
if I can recollect and recite enough of what was said by the priests
and brought hither by Solon, | doubt not that | shall satisfy the
requi renents of this theatre. And now, naking no nore excuses, |
wi |l proceed.

Let ne begin by observing first of all, that nine thousand was the
sum of years which had el apsed since the war which was said to have
taken pl ace between those who dwelt outside the Pillars of Heracles
and all who dwelt within them this war | amgoing to describe. O the
conbatants on the one side, the city of Athens was reported to have
been the | eader and to have fought out the war; the conbatants on
the other side were conmanded by the kings of Atlantis, which, as
was saying, was an island greater in extent than Libya and Asia, and
when afterwards sunk by an earthquake, becane an inpassable barrier of
mud to voyagers sailing fromhence to any part of the ocean. The
progress of the history will unfold the various nations of
barbarians and famlies of Hellenes which then existed, as they
successi vel y appear on the scene; but | must describe first of al
At heni ans of that day, and their enemies who fought with them and
then the respective powers and governnents of the two kingdonms. Let us
give the precedence to Athens.

In the days of old the gods had the whole earth distributed anong
them by allotnent. There was no quarrelling; for you cannot rightly
suppose that the gods did not know what was proper for each of themto
have, or, knowing this, that they would seek to procure for thensel ves
by contention that which nore properly belonged to others. They all of
them by just apportionnent obtai ned what they wanted, and peopl ed
their own districts; and when they had peopled themthey tended us,
their nurselings and possessions, as shepherds tend their fl ocks,
excepting only that they did not use blows or bodily force, as
shepherds do, but governed us like pilots fromthe stern of the
vessel, which is an easy way of guiding aninmals, holding our souls
by the rudder of persuasion according to their own pleasure;-thus
did they guide all nortal creatures. Now different gods had their
allotnments in different places which they set in order. Hephaestus and
At hene, who were brother and sister, and sprang fromthe sane
father, having a comon nature, and being united also in the [ove of
phil osophy and art, both obtained as their common portion this |and,



whi ch was naturally adapted for wi sdom and virtue; and there they

i mpl anted brave children of the soil, and put into their mnds the
order of governnent; their names are preserved, but their actions have
di sappeared by reason of the destruction of those who received the
tradition, and the | apse of ages. For when there were any survivors,
as | have already said, they were nmen who dwelt in the nountains;

and they were ignorant of the art of witing, and had heard only the
names of the chiefs of the land, but very little about their

actions. The nanes they were willing enough to give to their children
but the virtues and the laws of their predecessors, they knew only

by obscure traditions; and as they thenmselves and their children

| acked for many generations the necessaries of life, they directed
their attention to the supply of their wants, and of themthey
conversed, to the neglect of events that had happened in times |ong
past; for nythology and the enquiry into antiquity are first
introduced into cities when they begin to have |eisure, and when

they see that the necessaries of |ife have already been provided,

but not before. And this is reason why the names of the ancients

have been preserved to us and not their actions. This | infer

because Solon said that the priests in their narrative of that war
nmentioned nost of the nanmes which are recorded prior to the tinme of
Theseus, such as Cecrops, and Erecht heus, and Erichthonius, and
Erysi cht hon, and the names of the wonmen in |ike manner. Moreover
since mlitary pursuits were then common to nmen and wonen, the nen

of those days in accordance with the customof the tine set up a
figure and i mage of the goddess in full arnour, to be a testinony that
all aninmals which associate together, nale as well as fenmale, nay,

if they please, practise in common the virtue which belongs to them
wi t hout distinction of sex.

Now the country was inhabited in those days by various classes of
citizens;-there were artisans, and there were husbandnen, and there
was also a warrior class originally set apart by divine nen. The
latter dwelt by thenselves, and had all things suitable for nurture
and education; neither had any of them anything of their own, but they
regarded all that they had as common property; nor did they claimto
receive of the other citizens anything nore than their necessary food.
And they practised all the pursuits which we yesterday described as
t hose of our inmaginary guardi ans. Concerning the country the
Egyptian priests said what is not only probable but manifestly true,
that the boundaries were in those days fixed by the |sthnus, and
that in the direction of the continent they extended as far as the
hei ghts of Cithaeron and Parnes; the boundary |ine came down in the
direction of the sea, having the district of Oropus on the right,
and with the river Asopus as the linit on the left. The |land was the
best in the world, and was therefore able in those days to support a
vast army, raised fromthe surrounding people. Even the remmant of
Attica which now exists may conpare with any region in the world for
the variety and excellence of its fruits and the suitabl eness of its
pastures to every sort of animal, which proves what | am saying; but
in those days the country was fair as now and yielded far nore
abundant produce. How shall | establish nmy words? and what part of
it can be truly called a remmant of the land that then was? The
whol e country is only a long pronontory extending far into the sea
away fromthe rest of the continent, while the surroundi ng basin of
the sea is everywhere deep in the nei ghbourhood of the shore. Many
great del uges have taken place during the nine thousand years, for
that is the nunber of years which have el apsed since the tinme of which
| am speaking; and during all this tinme and through so many changes,
there has never been any consi derabl e accunul ati on of the soi
conmi ng down fromthe nountains, as in other places, but the earth



has fallen away all round and sunk out of sight. The consequence is,
that in conparison of what then was, there are renaining only the
bones of the wasted body, as they may be called, as in the case of
smal | islands, all the richer and softer parts of the soil having
fallen away, and the nere skeleton of the land being left. But in
the primtive state of the country, its nountains were high hills
covered with soil, and the plains, as they are termed by us, of
Phel |l eus were full of rich earth, and there was abundance of wood in
the mountains. OF this last the traces still remain, for although sone
of the nountains now only afford sustenance to bees, not so very

Il ong ago there were still to be seen roofs of tinmber cut fromtrees
growi ng there, which were of a size sufficient to cover the |argest
houses; and there were nany other high trees, cultivated by man and
beari ng abundance of food for cattle. Mreover, the | and reaped the
benefit of the annual rainfall, not as now | osi ng the water which
flows off the bare earth into the sea, but, having an abundant
supply in all places, and receiving it into herself and treasuring

it upinthe close clay soil, it let off into the hollows the
streans which it absorbed fromthe heights, providing everywhere
abundant fountains and rivers, of which there may still be observed

sacred nenorials in places where fountains once existed; and this
proves the truth of what | am saying.

Such was the natural state of the country, which was cultivated,
as we may well believe, by true husbandnmen, who nade husbandry their
busi ness, and were | overs of honour, and of a noble nature, and had
a soil the best in the world, and abundance of water, and in the
heaven above an excellently attenpered climate. Now the city in
those days was arranged on this wise. In the first place the Acropolis
was not as now. For the fact is that a single night of excessive
rain washed away the earth and laid bare the rock; at the same tine
there were earthquakes, and then occurred the extraordinary
i nundation, which was the third before the great destruction of
Deucalion. But in prinmtive tinmes the hill of the Acropolis extended
to the Eridanus and Ilissus, and included the Pnyx on one side, and
the Lycabettus as a boundary on the opposite side to the Pnyx, and was
all well covered with soil, and level at the top, except in one or two
pl aces. Qutside the Acropolis and under the sides of the hill there
dwelt artisans, and such of the husbandnmen as were tilling the
ground near; the warrior class dwelt by thensel ves around the
tenpl es of Athene and Hephaestus at the sumit, which noreover they
had enclosed with a single fence |like the garden of a single house. On
the north side they had dwellings in common and had erected halls
for dining in winter, and had all the buildings which they needed
for their common life, besides tenples, but there was no adorning of
themwith gold and silver, for they nmade no use of these for any
pur pose; they took a middl e course between nmeanness and ostentation
and built nodest houses in which they and their children's children
grew ol d, and they handed them down to others who were |ike
t hemsel ves, always the sane. But in summer-tine they left their
gardens and gymasi a and di ning halls, and then the southern side of
the hill was made use of by themfor the same purpose. \Were the
Acropolis nowis there was a fountain, which was choked by the
eart hquake, and has left only the few small streans which stil
exist in the vicinity, but in those days the fountain gave an abundant
supply of water for all and of suitable tenperature in summer and in
winter. This is how they dwelt, being the guardians of their own
citizens and the | eaders of the Hellenes, who were their willing
followers. And they took care to preserve the same nunber of nen and
worren through all tine, being so nmany as were required for warlike
pur poses, then as nowthat is to say, about twenty thousand. Such were



t he anci ent Athenians, and after this manner they righteously
adm ni stered their own | and and the rest of Hellas; they were renowned
all over Europe and Asia for the beauty of their persons and for the
many virtues of their souls, and of all nen who lived in those days
they were the nost illustrious. And next, if | have not forgotten what
| heard when | was a child, | will inpart to you the character and
origin of their adversaries. For friends should not keep their stories
to thensel ves, but have themin conmon

Yet, before proceeding further in the narrative, | ought to warn
you, that you nust not be surprised if you should perhaps hear
Hell eni c names given to foreigners. | will tell you the reason of

this: Solon, who was intending to use the tale for his poem
enquired into the nmeaning of the nanes, and found that the early
Egyptians in witing themdown had translated theminto their own

| anguage, and he recovered the neani ng of the several names and when
copying themout again translated theminto our |anguage. My
great - grandf at her, Dropides, had the original witing, which is
still in my possession, and was carefully studied by me when | was a
child. Therefore if you hear names such as are used in this country,
you must not be surprised, for | have told how they came to be

i ntroduced. The tale, which was of great |ength, began as follows: -

| have before remarked in speaking of the allotnents of the gods,
that they distributed the whole earth into portions differing in
extent, and nade for thenselves tenples and instituted sacrifices. And
Posei don, receiving for his lot the island of Atlantis, begat children
by a nortal worman, and settled themin a part of the island, which
wi || describe. Looking towards the sea, but in the centre of the whole
island, there was a plain which is said to have been the fairest of
all plains and very fertile. Near the plain again, and also in the
centre of the island at a distance of about fifty stadia, there was
a nountain not very high on any side.

In this nountain there dwelt one of the earth born prinmeval nen of
that country, whose nane was Evenor, and he had a wi fe named Leuci ppe,
and they had an only daughter who was called deito. The nmi den had
al ready reached wonanhood, when her father and nother died; Poseidon
fell inlove with her and had intercourse with her, and breaking the
ground, inclosed the hill in which she dwelt all round, making
alternate zones of sea and land |larger and smaller, encircling one
anot her; there were two of land and three of water, which he turned as
with a lathe, each having its circunference equidi stant every way from
the centre, so that no man could get to the island, for ships and
voyages were not as yet. He hinmself, being a god, found no
difficulty in naking special arrangenments for the centre island,
bringing up two springs of water from beneath the earth, one of warm
wat er and the other of cold, and making every variety of food to
spring up abundantly fromthe soil. He also begat and brought up
five pairs of twin male children; and dividing the island of
Atlantis into ten portions, he gave to the first-born of the el dest
pair his nmother's dwelling and the surrounding allotnent, which was
the | argest and best, and made him king over the rest; the others he
made princes, and gave themrule over many nen, and a large territory.
And he naned themall; the eldest, who was the first king, he naned
Atlas, and after himthe whole island and the ocean were called
Atlantic. To his twin brother, who was born after him and obtained as
his ot the extremity of the island towards the Pillars of Heracles,
facing the country which is now called the region of Gades in that
part of the world, he gave the name which in the Hellenic |anguage
is Eunelus, in the |Ianguage of the country which is naned after him
Gadeirus. O the second pair of twins he called one Ampheres, and
the other Evaenon. To the elder of the third pair of twins he gave the



name Meseus, and Autochthon to the one who followed him O the
fourth pair of twins he called the elder Elasippus, and the younger
Mestor. And of the fifth pair he gave to the el der the nanme of
Azaes, and to the younger that of Diaprepes. Al these and their
descendants for many generations were the inhabitants and rulers of
divers islands in the open sea; and al so, as has been already said,
they held sway in our direction over the country within the Pillars as
far as Egypt and Tyrrheni a.

Now Atl as had a nunerous and honourable fanily, and they retained
t he ki ngdom the eldest son handing it on to his eldest for many
generations; and they had such an anount of wealth as was never before
possessed by kings and potentates, and is not likely ever to be again,
and they were furnished with everything which they needed, both in the
city and country. For because of the greatness of their enpire many
things were brought to themfrom foreign countries, and the island
itself provided nost of what was required by themfor the uses of
life. In the first place, they dug out of the earth whatever was to be
found there, solid as well as fusile, and that which is now only a
nane and was then sonething nore than a nane, orichal cum was dug
out of the earth in many parts of the island, being nore precious in
t hose days than anythi ng except gold. There was an abundance of wood
for carpenter's work, and sufficient naintenance for tanme and wld
ani mal s. Mreover, there were a great nunber of el ephants in the
island; for as there was provision for all other sorts of aninmals,
both for those which live in |akes and narshes and rivers, and al so
for those which live in nountains and on plains, so there was for
the animal which is the |argest and nost voracious of all. Also
what ever fragrant things there now are in the earth, whether roots, or
her bage, or woods, or essences which distil fromfruit and fl ower,
grew and thrived in that land; also the fruit which adnmits of
cultivation, both the dry sort, which is given us for nourishnent
and any other which we use for food-we call themall by the conmon
name pul se, and the fruits having a hard rind, affording drinks and
nmeats and oi ntnrents, and good store of chestnuts and the Iike, which
furni sh pleasure and anusenent, and are fruits which spoil wth
keepi ng, and the pl easant kinds of dessert, w th which we consol e
oursel ves after dinner, when we are tired of eating-all these that
sacred island which then beheld the Iight of the sun, brought forth
fair and wondrous and in infinite abundance. Wth such bl essings the
earth freely furnished them nmeanwhile they went on constructing their
tenpl es and pal aces and harbours and docks. And they arranged the
whol e country in the foll ow ng manner

First of all they bridged over the zones of sea which surrounded the
ancient nmetropolis, nmaking a road to and fromthe royal palace. And at
the very beginning they built the palace in the habitation of the
god and of their ancestors, which they continued to ornanent in
successi ve generations, every king surpassing the one who went
before himto the utnost of his power, until they made the building
a marvel to behold for size and for beauty. And begi nning fromthe sea
they bored a canal of three hundred feet in width and one hundred feet
in depth and fifty stadia in |l ength, which they carried through to the
out ernost zone, making a passage fromthe sea up to this, which becane
a harbour, and | eaving an opening sufficient to enable the |argest
vessels to find ingress. Moreover, they divided at the bridges the
zones of land which parted the zones of sea, |eaving roomfor a single
trirene to pass out of one zone into another, and they covered over
the channels so as to | eave a way underneath for the ships; for the
banks were rai sed considerably above the water. Now the |argest of the
zones into which a passage was cut fromthe sea was three stadia in
breadth, and the zone of |and which cane next of equal breadth; but



the next two zones, the one of water, the other of |land, were two
stadi a, and the one which surrounded the central island was a
stadiumonly in width. The island in which the pal ace was situated had
a dianmeter of five stadia. All this including the zones and the
bridge, which was the sixth part of a stadiumin w dth, they
surrounded by a stone wall on every side, placing towers and gates
on the bridges where the sea passed in. The stone which was used in
the work they quarried fromunderneath the centre island, and from
underneat h the zones, on the outer as well as the inner side. One kind
was white, another black, and a third red, and as they quarri ed,
they at the sanme tinme holl owed out doubl e docks, having roofs forned
out of the native rock. Sone of their buildings were sinple, but in
others they put together different stones, varying the colour to
pl ease the eye, and to be a natural source of delight. The entire
circuit of the wall, which went round the outernost zone, they covered
with a coating of brass, and the circuit of the next wall they
coated with tin, and the third, which enconpassed the citadel, flashed
with the red Iight of orichal cum

The palaces in the interior of the citadel were constructed on
this wise:-in the centre was a holy tenple dedicated to Cleito and
Posei don, which remi ned inaccessible, and was surrounded by an
encl osure of gold; this was the spot where the fanmily of the ten
princes first saw the light, and thither the people annually brought
the fruits of the earth in their season fromall the ten portions,
to be an offering to each of the ten. Here was Poseidon's own tenple
which was a stadiumin length, and half a stadiumin width, and of a
proportionate hei ght, having a strange barbaric appearance. Al the
outside of the tenple, with the exception of the pinnacles, they
covered with silver, and the pinnacles with gold. In the interior of
the tenple the roof was of ivory, curiously wought everywhere with
gold and silver and orichalcum and all the other parts, the walls and
pillars and floor, they coated with orichalcum In the tenple they
pl aced statues of gold: there was the god hinself standing in a
chariot-the charioteer of six winged horses-and of such a size that he
touched the roof of the building with his head; around himthere
were a hundred Nereids riding on dol phins, for such was thought to
be the nunmber of them by the nmen of those days. There were also in the
interior of the tenple other images which had been dedi cated by
private persons. And around the tenple on the outside were placed
statues of gold of all the descendants of the ten kings and of their
wi ves, and there were many ot her great offerings of kings and of
private persons, conming both fromthe city itself and fromthe foreign
cities over which they held sway. There was an altar too, which in
si ze and wor kmanshi p corresponded to this magnificence, and the
pal aces, in like manner, answered to the greatness of the kingdom
and the glory of the tenple.

In the next place, they had fountains, one of cold and another of
hot water, in gracious plenty flow ng; and they were wonderfully
adapted for use by reason of the pleasantness and excell ence of
their waters. They constructed buil di ngs about them and pl anted
suitable trees, also they nmade cisterns, sone open to the heavens,
others roofed over, to be used in winter as warm bat hs; there were the
ki ngs' baths, and the baths of private persons, which were kept apart;
and there were separate baths for wonmen, and for horses and cattle,
and to each of themthey gave as nuch adornnent as was suitable. O
the water which ran off they carried some to the grove of Poseidon
where were growing all manner of trees of wonderful height and beauty,
owing to the excellence of the soil, while the remai nder was
conveyed by aqueducts along the bridges to the outer circles; and
there were nmany tenples built and dedicated to many gods; al so gardens



and pl aces of exercise, sonme for nen, and others for horses in both of
the two islands formed by the zones; and in the centre of the larger
of the two there was set apart a race-course of a stadiumin w dth,
and in length allowed to extend all round the island, for horses to
race in. Also there were guardhouses at intervals for the guards,
the nore trusted of whom were appointed-to keep watch in the | esser
zone, which was nearer the Acropolis while the nost trusted of all had
houses given themw thin the citadel, near the persons of the kings.
The docks were full of triremes and naval stores, and all things
were quite ready for use. Enough of the plan of the royal pal ace.

Leavi ng the pal ace and passing out across the three you cane to a
wal | which began at the sea and went all round: this was everywhere
distant fifty stadia fromthe | argest zone or harbour, and encl osed
the whol e, the ends neeting at the nouth of the channel which led to
the sea. The entire area was densely crowded with habitations; and the
canal and the |argest of the harbours were full of vessels and
nmerchants coning fromall parts, who, fromtheir nunbers, kept up a
mul titudi nous sound of human voices, and din and clatter of al
sorts night and day.

| have described the city and the environs of the ancient pal ace
nearly in the words of Solon, and now | nust endeavour to represent
the nature and arrangenent of the rest of the |Iand. The whol e
country was said by himto be very lofty and precipitous on the side
of the sea, but the country i mediately about and surrounding the city
was a level plain, itself surrounded by nountains which descended
towards the sea; it was smooth and even, and of an obl ong shape,
extending in one direction three thousand stadia, but across the
centre inland it was two thousand stadia. This part of the island
| ooked towards the south, and was sheltered fromthe north. The
surroundi ng nmount ai ns were cel ebrated for their nunber and size and
beauty, far beyond any which still exist, having in them al so nany
weal thy villages of country folk, and rivers, and |akes, and neadows
suppl yi ng food enough for every animal, wild or tane, and nuch wood of
various sorts, abundant for each and every kind of work.

I will now describe the plain, as it was fashioned by nature and
by the | abours of many generations of kings through | ong ages. It
was for the nost part rectangul ar and obl ong, and where falling out of
the straight line followed the circular ditch. The depth, and wi dth,
and length of this ditch were incredible, and gave the inpression that
a work of such extent, in addition to so many others, could never have
been artificial. Nevertheless | nust say what | was told. It was
excavated to the depth of a hundred, feet, and its breadth was a
stadi um everywhere; it was carried round the whole of the plain, and
was ten thousand stadia in length. It received the streans which
cane down fromthe nountains, and wi nding round the plain and
neeting at the city, was there let off into the sea. Further inland,
i kewi se, straight canals of a hundred feet in width were cut from
it through the plain, and again let off into the ditch leading to
the sea: these canals were at intervals of a hundred stadia, and by
them t hey brought down the wood fromthe nountains to the city, and
conveyed the fruits of the earth in ships, cutting transverse passages
fromone canal into another, and to the city. Twice in the year they
gathered the fruits of the earth-in winter having the benefit of the
rains of heaven, and in sunmer the water which the |and supplied by
i ntroducing streams fromthe canal s.

As to the popul ation, each of the lots in the plain had to find a
| eader for the nen who were fit for mlitary service, and the size
of a lot was a square of ten stadia each way, and the total nunber
of all the lots was sixty thousand. And of the inhabitants of the
nmount ai ns and of the rest of the country there was also a vast



mul titude, which was distributed anong the lots and had | eaders
assigned to them according to their districts and villages. The | eader
was required to furnish for the war the sixth portion of a
war-chariot, so as to make up a total of ten thousand chariots; also
two horses and riders for them and a pair of chariot-horses wthout a
seat, acconpani ed by a horseman who could fight on foot carrying a
smal | shield, and having a chari oteer who stood behind the nan-at-arns
to guide the two horses; also, he was bound to furnish two heavy arned
soldiers, two slingers, three stone-shooters and three javelin-nen

who were light-arnmed, and four sailors to nake up the conpl enent of
twel ve hundred ships. Such was the nilitary order of the roya

city-the order of the other nine governnents varied, and it would be
weari some to recount their several differences.

As to offices and honours, the follow ng was the arrangenent from
the first. Each of the ten kings in his own division and in his own
city had the absolute control of the citizens, and, in nobst cases,
of the laws, punishing and sl ayi ng whonsoever he woul d. Now t he
order of precedence anong them and their nmutual relations were
regul ated by the commands of Posei don which the | aw had handed down.
These were inscribed by the first kings on a pillar of orichal cum
which was situated in the niddle of the island, at the tenple of
Posei don, whither the kings were gathered together every fifth and
every sixth year alternately, thus giving equal honour to the odd
and to the even nunmber. And when they were gathered together they
consul ted about their common interests, and enquired if any one had
transgressed in anythi ng and passed judgnent and before they passed
j udgnent they gave their pledges to one another on this wi se:-There
were bulls who had the range of the tenple of Poseidon; and the ten
ki ngs, being left alone in the tenple, after they had offered
prayers to the god that they mght capture the victimwhich was
acceptable to him hunted the bulls, w thout weapons but with staves
and nooses; and the bull which they caught they led up to the pillar
and cut its throat over the top of it so that the blood fell upon
the sacred inscription. Now on the pillar, besides the |aws, there was
i nscribed an oath invoking mighty curses on the di sobedient. Wen
therefore, after slaying the bull in the accustoned manner, they had
burnt its linbs, they filled a bow of wi ne and cast in a clot of
bl ood for each of them the rest of the victimthey put in the fire,
after having purified the colum all round. Then they drew fromthe
bow in golden cups and pouring a libation on the fire, they swore
that they would judge according to the laws on the pillar, and would
puni sh hi mwho in any point had already transgressed them and that
for the future they would not, if they could hel p, offend against
the witing on the pillar, and would neither comrand ot hers, nor
obey any ruler who commanded them to act otherw se than according
to the laws of their father Poseidon. This was the prayer which each
of themoffered up for hinmself and for his descendants, at the sane
time drinking and dedicating the cup out of which he drank in the
tenpl e of the god; and after they had supped and satisfied their
needs, when darkness cane on, and the fire about the sacrifice was
cool, all of them put on nost beautiful azure robes, and, sitting on
the ground, at night, over the enbers of the sacrifices by which
they had sworn, and extinguishing all the fire about the tenple,
they received and gave judgment, if any of them had an accusation to
bring agai nst any one; and when they given judgnent, at daybreak
they wote down their sentences on a golden tablet, and dedicated it
together with their robes to be a nenori al

There were many special laws affecting the several kings inscribed
about the tenples, but the nost inmportant was the follow ng: They were
not to take up arms agai nst one another, and they were all to cone



to the rescue if any one in any of their cities attenpted to overthrow
the royal house; like their ancestors, they were to deliberate in
common about war and other matters, giving the supremacy to the
descendants of Atlas. And the king was not to have the power of life
and deat h over any of his kinsnen unless he had the assent of the
majority of the ten.

Such was the vast power which the god settled in the |lost island
of Atlantis; and this he afterwards directed against our |and for
the follow ng reasons, as tradition tells: For many generations, as
long as the divine nature lasted in them they were obedient to the
l aws, and wel |l -affectioned towards the god, whose seed they were;
for they possessed true and in every way great spirits, uniting
gentl eness with wisdomin the various chances of life, and in their
i ntercourse with one another. They despi sed everything but virtue,
caring little for their present state of life, and thinking lightly of
t he possession of gold and other property, which seemed only a
burden to them neither were they intoxicated by |uxury; nor did
weal th deprive themof their self-control; but they were sober, and
saw clearly that all these goods are increased by virtue and
friendship with one another, whereas by too great regard and respect
for them they are lost and friendship with them By such
reflections and by the continuance in themof a divine nature, the
qualities which we have descri bed grew and increased anong t hem but
when the divine portion began to fade away, and becane diluted too
often and too nuch with the nortal adm xture, and the hunman nature got
t he upper hand, they then, being unable to bear their fortune, behaved
unseenly, and to himwho had an eye to see grew visibly debased, for
they were losing the fairest of their precious gifts; but to those who
had no eye to see the true happi ness, they appeared gl orious and
bl essed at the very time when they were full of avarice and
unri ght eous power. Zeus, the god of gods, who rules according to
law, and is able to see into such things, perceiving that an
honourabl e race was in a woeful plight, and wanting to inflict
puni shrent on them that they m ght be chastened and inprove,
collected all the gods into their nost holy habitation, which, being
placed in the centre of the world, beholds all created things. And
when he had called themtogether, he spake as foll ows-*

* The rest of the Dialogue of Critias has been | ost.

- THE END-
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