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WE are altogether ignorant of any third nane of Caius Marius; as
al so of Quintus Sertorius, that possessed hinself of Spain or of
Luci us Munmmi us that destroyed Corinth, though this |last was surnaned
Achai cus from his conquests, as Scipio was called Africanus, and
Met el | us, Macedoni cus. Hence Posi doni us draws his chief argunent to
confute those that hold the third to be the Ronan proper nane, as
Canmillus, Marcellus, Cato; as in this case, those that had but two
nanes woul d have no proper nanme at all. He did not, however, observe
that by his own reasoning he nust rob the wonmen absolutely of their
nanes; for none of them have the first, which Posidonius inmagi nes
the proper nane with the Romans. O the other two, one was conmon to
the whole fanmily, Ponpeii, Manlii, Cornelii (as with us G eeks, the
Her acl i dae, and Pel opi dae), the other titular, and personal, taken
either fromtheir natures, or actions, or bodily characteristics, as
Macri nus, Torquatus, Sylla; such as are Menon, Gypus, or
Cal I'i ni cus anmong the Greeks. On the subject of names, however, the
irregularity of custom would we insist upon it, might furnish us with
di scour se enough.

There is a likeness of Marius in stone at Ravenna, in Gaul, which
I myself saw quite corresponding with that roughness of character that
is ascribed to him Being naturally valiant and warlike, and nore
acquai nted also with the discipline of the canp than of the city, he
coul d not noderate his passion when in authority. He is said never
to have either studied Geek, or to have use of that |anguage in any
matter of consequence; thinking it ridiculous to bestowtinme in that
| earni ng, the teachers of which were little better than slaves. So
after his second triunph, when at the dedication of a tenple he
presented sone shows after the Geek fashion, conming into the theatre,
he only sat down and i medi ately departed. And, accordingly, as
Plato used to say to Xenocrates the phil osopher, who was thought to
show nore than ordi nary harshness of disposition, "I pray you, good
Xenocrates, sacrifice to the GGaces;" so if any could have persuaded
Marius to pay his devotions to the Greek Muses and Graces, he had
never brought his inconparable actions, both in war and peace, to so
unwort hy a concl usion, or wecked hinself, so to say, upon an old
age of cruelty and vindictiveness, through passion, ill-tined
anbition, and insatiable cupidity. But this will further appear by and
by fromthe facts.

He was born of parents altogether obscure and indigent, who
supported thenselves by their daily |abour; his father of the sane
nane with hinself, his nother called Fulcinia. He had spent a
consi derable part of his life before he saw and tasted the pleasures
of the city; having passed previously in Crrhaeaton, a village of the
territory of Arpinum a life, conpared with city delicacies, rude
and unrefined, yet tenperate, and conformable to the anci ent Roman
severity. He first served as a soldier in the war against the
Cel tiberians, when Scipio Africanus besieged Numantia; where he
signalized hinmself to his general by courage far above his conrades,
and particularly by his cheerfully conplying with Scipio's reformation
of his arny, being al nost ruined by pleasures and luxury. It is
stated, too, that he encountered and vanqui shed an eneny in single
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conbat, in his general's sight. In consequence of all this he had
several honours conferred upon him and once when at an
entertai nnent a question arose about commanders, and one of the
conpany (whether really desirous to know, or only in conpl ai sance)
asked Scipi o where the Ronans, after him should obtain such anot her
general, Scipio, gently clapping Marius on the shoul der as he sat next
him replied, "Here, perhaps.” So pronising was his early youth of his
future greatness, and so discerning was Scipio to detect the distant
future in the present first beginnings. It was this speech of
Scipio, we are told, which, like a divine adnonition, chiefly
enbol dened Marius to aspire to a political career. He sought, and by
t he assistance of Caecilius Metellus, of whose fanmily he as well as
his father were dependents, obtained the office of tribune of the
people. In which place, when he brought forward a bill for the
regul ati on of voting, which seened likely to | essen the authority of
the great nmen in the courts of justice, the consul Cotta opposed
him and persuaded the senate to declare against the law, and called
Marius to account for it. He, however, when this decree was
prepared, coming into the senate, did not behave |like a young man
newl y and undeservedl y advanced to authority, but, assuming all the
courage that his future actions would have warranted, threatened
Cotta, unless he recalled the decree, to throw himinto prison. And on
his turning to Metellus, and asking his vote, and Metellus, rising
up to concur with the consul, Marius, calling for the officer outside,
commanded himto take Metellus into custody. He appealed to the
ot her tribunes, but not one of them assisted him so that the
senate, inmrediately conplying, wthdrew the decree. Marius cane
forth with glory to the people and confirned his |aw, and was
henceforth esteenmed a man of undaunted courage and assurance, as
well as a vigorous opposer of the senate in favour of the conmons. But
he i nmediately lost their opinion of himby a contrary action; for
when a law for the distribution of corn was proposed, he vigorously
and successfully resisted it, naking hinmself equally honoured by
both parties, in gratifying neither, contrary to the public interest.
After his tribuneship, he was candidate for the office of chief
aedile; there being two orders of them one the curules, fromthe
stool with crooked feet on which they sat when they perforned their
duty; the other and inferior, called aediles of the people. As soon as
t hey have chosen the former, they give their voices again for the
latter. Marius, finding he was likely to be put by for the greater
i medi ately changed and stood for the |less; but because he seened
too forward and hot, he was di sappoi nted of that also. And yet
t hough he was in one day twice frustrated of his desired prefernent
(whi ch never happened to any before), yet he was not at al
di scouraged, but a little while after sought for the praetorship and
was nearly suffering a repulse, and then, too, though he was
returned last of all, was neverthel ess accused of bribery.
Cassi us Sabaco's servant, who was observed within the rails anong
t hose who voted, chiefly occasioned the suspicion, as Sabaco was an
intimate friend of Marius; but on being called to appear before the
judges, he alleged, that being thirsty by reason of the heat, he
called for cold water, and that his servant brought hima cup, and
as soon as he had drunk, departed; he was, however, excluded from
the senate by the succeedi ng censors, and not undeservedly either
as was thought, whether it mght be for his fal se evidence, or his
want of tenperance. Caius Herennius was also cited to appear as
evi dence, but pleaded that it was not customary for a patron (the
Roman word for protector) to witness against his clients, and that the
| aw excused them fromthat harsh duty; and both Marius and his parents
had al ways been clients to the family of Herennii. And when the judges



woul d have accepted of this plea, Marius hinself opposed it, and

told Herennius, that when he was first created magi strate he ceased to
be his client; which was not altogether true. For it is not every
office that frees clients and their posterity fromthe observance

due to their patrons, but only those to which the |aw has assigned a
curul e chair. Notw thstanding, though at the beginning of the suit

it went sonewhat hard with Marius, and he found the judges no way
favourable to him yet at last, their voices being equal, contrary

to all expectation, he was acquitted.

In his praetorship he did not get much honour, yet after it he
obt ai ned the further Spain; which province he is said to have
cl eared of robbers, with which it was nuch infested, the ol d barbarous
habits still prevailing, and the Spaniards, in those days, stil
regardi ng robbery as a piece of valour. In the city he had neither
ri ches nor eloquence to trust to, with which the |eading nmen of the
ti me obtained power with the people, but his vehenment disposition, his
i ndef ati gabl e | abours, and his plain way of living, of thenselves
gai ned hi mesteem and influence; so that he nmade an honourabl e match
with Julia, of the distinguished fanmily of the Caesars, to whomthat
Caesar was nephew who was afterwards so great anong the Romans, and,
in sone degree, fromhis relationship, nmade Marius his exanple, as
in his life we have observed.

Marius is praised for both tenperance and endurance, of which latter
he gave a decided instance in an operation of surgery. For having,
as it seens, both his legs full of great tunours, and disliking the
deformity, he determined to put hinself into the hands of an operator
when, without being tied, he stretched out one of his |legs, and
silently, w thout changi ng countenance, endured npst excessive
torments in the cutting, never either flinching or conplaining; but
when the surgeon went to the other, he declined to have it done,
saying, "l see the cure is not worth the pain."

The consul Caecilius Metellus, being declared general in the war
agai nst Jugurtha in Africa took with him Marius for |ieutenant; where,
eager hinself to do great deeds and services that would get him
distinction, he did not, like others, consult Metellus's glory and the
serving his interest, and attributing his honour of |ieutenancy not to
Metel lus, but to fortune, which had presented himw th a proper
opportunity and theatre of great actions, he exerted his utnost
courage. That war, too, affording several difficulties, he neither
declined the greatest, nor disdained undertaking the | east of them
but surpassing his equals in counsel and conduct, and matching the
very common soldiers in | abour and absteni ousness, he gai ned great
popularity with them as indeed any voluntary partaking with people in
their labour is felt as an easing of that |abour, as it seens to
take away the constraint and necessity of it. It is the nost
obliging sight in the world to the Roman soldier to see a conmmander
eat the sane bread as hinmself, or lie upon an ordinary bed, or
assist the work in the drawing a trench and raising a bulwark. For
they do not so much adnire those that confer honours and riches upon
them as those that partake of the sane | abour and danger with
t hemsel ves; but |ove thembetter that will vouchsafe to join in
their work, than those that encourage their idleness.

Mari us thus enployed, and thus wi nning the affections of the
soldiers, before long filled both Africa and Rone with his fane, and
sonme, too, wote home fromthe arny that the war with Africa would
never be brought to a conclusion unless they chose Caius Mrius
consul. Al which was evidently unpleasing to Metellus; but what
nore especially grieved himwas the calamity of Turpillius. This
Turpillius had, fromhis ancestors, been a friend of Metellus, and
kept up a constant hospitality with him and was now serving in the



war in conmand of the smiths and carpenters of the arny. Having the
charge of a garrison in Vaga, a considerable city, and trusting too
much to the inhabitants, because he treated themcivilly and kindly,
he unawares fell into the eneny's hands. They received Jugurtha into
the city; yet nevertheless, at their request, Turpillius was dism ssed
safe and without receiving any injury; whereupon he was accused of
betraying it to the eneny. Marius, being one of the council of war,
was not only violent against himhinmself, but also incensed nost of
the others, so that Metellus was forced, nmuch against his will, to put
himto death. Not long after the accusation proved fal se, and when
others were conforting Metellus, who took heavily the [oss of his
friend, Marius, rather insulting and arrogating it to hinself, boasted
in all conpanies that he had involved Metellus in the guilt of putting
his friend to death.

Henceforward they were at open variance; and it is reported that
Metel | us once, when Marius was present, said insultingly, "You, sir,
design to |l eave us to go hone and stand for the consul ship, and will
not be content to wait and be consul with this boy of mine?"
Metellus's son being a mere boy at the time. Yet for all this Mrius
being very inportunate to be gone, after several delays, he was
di smi ssed about twel ve days before the election of consuls; and
performed that long journey fromthe canp to the seaport of Uica in
two days and a night, and there doing sacrifice before he went on
shi pboard, it is said the augur told himthat heaven pronised hi msone
i ncredi bl e good fortune, and such as was beyond all expectation
Marius, not a little elated with his good onmen, began his voyage,
and in four days, with a favourable w nd, passed the sea; he was
wel coned with great joy by the people, and being brought into the
assenbly by one of the tribunes, sued for the consul ship, inveighing
in all ways against Metellus, and pronmising either to slay Jugurtha or
take himalive.

He was el ected triunphantly, and at once proceeded to |evy
soldiers contrary both to | aw and custom enlisting slaves and poor
peopl e; whereas former commanders never accepted of such, but bestowed
arnms, |like other favours, as a matter of distinction, on persons who
had the proper qualification, a man's property being thus a sort of
security for his good behaviour. These were not the only occasions
of ill-will against Marius; sone haughty speeches, uttered with
great arrogance and contenpt, gave great offence to the nobility;
as, for exanple, his saying that he had carried off the consul ship
as a spoil fromthe effeni nacy of the wealthy and hi gh-born
citizens, and telling the people that he gloried in wounds he had
hi msel f received for them as nuch as others did in the nonunents of
dead nmen, and inmages of their ancestors. Oten speaking of the
conmanders that had been unfortunate in Africa, naming Bestia, for
exanpl e, and Al bi nus, nen of very good famlies, but unfit for war,
and who had niscarried through want of experience, he asked the people
about himif they did not think that the ancestors of these nobles had
much rather have |left a descendant like him since they thenselves
grew fanous not by nobility, but by their val our and great actions?
This he did not say merely out of vanity and arrogance, or that he
were willing, wthout any advantage, to offend the nobility; but the
peopl e al ways delighting in affronts and scurrilous contunelies
agai nst the senate, naking bol dness of speech their neasure of
greatness of spirit, continually encouraged himin it, and
strengthened his inclination not to spare persons of repute, so he
mght gratify the multitude

As soon as he arrived again in Africa, Metellus, no longer able to
control his feelings of jealousy, and his indignation that now when he
had really finished the war, and nothing was left but to secure the



person of Jugurtha, Marius, grown great nerely through his ingratitude
to him should cone to bereave himboth of his victory and triunph
could not bear to have any intervieww th him but retired hinself,
whilst Rutilius, his lieutenant, surrendered up the arnmy to Marius,
whose conduct, however, in the end of the war, nmet with some sort of
retribution, as Sylla deprived himof the glory of the action as he
had done Metellus. | shall state the circunstances briefly here as
they are given at large in the life of Sylla. Bocchus was king of
the nore distant barbarians, and was father-in-law to Jugurtha, yet
sent himlittle or no assistance in his war, professing fears of his
unf ai t hful ness, and really jeal ous of his growi ng power; but after
Jugurtha fled, and in his distress cane to himas his [ast hope, he
received himas a suppliant, rather because ashamed to do otherw se
than out of real Kkindness; and when he had himin his power, he openly
entreated Marius on his behalf, and interceded for himw th bold
words, giving out that he would by no neans deliver him Yet privately
designing to betray him he sent for Lucius Sylla, quaestor to Marius,
and who had on a previous occasi on befriended Bocchus in the war. Wen
Sylla, relying on his word, cane to him the African began to doubt
and repent of his purpose, and for several days was unresolved with
hi nsel f, whether he should deliver Jugurtha or retain Sylla; at length
he fixed upon his former treachery, and put Jugurtha alive into
Sylla's possession. Thus was the first occasion given of that fierce
and i npl acable hostility which so nearly ruined the whol e Rorman
enpire. For many that envied Marius attributed the success wholly to
Sylla, and Sylla hinmself got a seal made, on which was engraved
Bocchus betrayi ng Jugurtha to him and constantly used it,
irritating the hot and jeal ous tenper of Marius, who was naturally
greedy of distinction, and quick to resent any claimto share in his
gl ory, and whose enenies took care to pronote the quarrel, ascribing
t he begi nning and chi ef business of the war to Metellus and its
conclusion to Sylla; that so the people night give over admring and
esteenmi ng Marius as the worthiest person

But these envyings and cal utmi es were soon di spersed and cl eared
away from Marius by the danger that threatened Italy fromthe west;
when the city, in great need of a good conmander, sought about whom
she might set at the helmto neet the tenpest of so great a war, no
one woul d have anything to say to any nenbers of noble or potent
famlies who offered thenselves for the consul ship, and Marius, though
t hen absent, was el ected.

Jugurtha's apprehensi on was only just known, when the news of the
i nvasi on of the Teutones and C nbri began. The accounts at first
exceeded all credit, as to the nunber and strength of the
approaching arny, but in the end report proved nmuch inferior to truth,
as they were three hundred thousand effective fighting nmen, besides
a far greater number of wonen and children. They professed to be
seeking new countries to sustain these great nultitudes, and cities
where they might settle and inhabit, in the same way as they had heard
the Celti before them had driven out the Tyrrhenians, and possessed
t hensel ves of the best part of Italy. Having had no commerce with
the southern nations, and travelling over a wi de extent of country, no
man knew what people they were, or whence they cane, that thus I|ike
a cloud burst over Gaul and Italy; yet by their grey eyes and the
| argeness of their stature they were conjectured to be sone of the
German races dwelling by the northern sea; besides that, the Gernans
call plunderers G nbri

There are sonme that say that the country of the Celti, in its vast
size and extent, reaches fromthe furthest sea and the arctic
regions to the | ake Maeotis eastward, and to that part of Scythia
which is near Pontus, and that there the nations mngle together; that



they did not swarmout of their country all at once, or on a sudden
but advancing by force of arms, in the sumrer season, every year, in
the course of tine they crossed the whole continent. And thus,

t hough each party had several appellations, yet the whole arnmy was
called by the common name of Celto-Scythians. Others say that the
Crmerii, anciently known to the Greeks, were only a snall part of the
nati on, who were driven out upon sonme quarrel anong the Scythians, and
passed all along fromthe | ake Maeotis to Asia, under the conduct of
one Lygdami s; and that the greater and nore warlike part of themstil

i nhabit the renotest regions |lying upon the outer ocean. These, they
say, live in a dark and woody country hardly penetrable by the
sunbeans, the trees are so close and thick, extending into the
interior as far as the Hercynian forest; and their position on the
earth is under that part of heaven where the pole is so elevated that,
by the declination of the parallels, the zenith of the inhabitants
seens to be but little distant fromit; and that their days and nights
bei ng al nost of an equal length, they divide their year into one of
each. This was Honer's occasion for the story of Uysses calling up
the dead, and fromthis region the people, anciently called

Cmrerii, and afterwards, by an easy change, G nbri, came into
Italy. Al this, however, is rather conjecture than an authentic
hi story.

Their nunbers, nost witers agree, were not |less, but rather greater
than was reported. They were of invincible strength and fierceness
in their wars, and hurried into battle with the violence of a
devouring flame; none could withstand them all they assaulted
becane their prey. Several of the greatest Roman comanders with their
whol e arnmies, that advanced for the defence of Transal pi ne Gaul
were ingloriously overthrown, and, indeed, by their faint
resi stance, chiefly gave themthe inpul se of marching towards Rone
Havi ng vanqui shed all they had met, and found abundance of plunder
they resolved to settle thensel ves nowhere till they should have razed
the city and wasted all Italy. The Ronans, being fromall parts
alarmed with this news, sent for Marius to undertake the war, and
nom nated hi mthe second tinme consul, though the law did not permt
any one that was absent, or that had not waited a certain tinme after
his first consul ship, to be again created. But the people rejected al
opposers, for they considered this was not the first time that the | aw
gave place to the common interest; nor the present occasion |ess
urgent than that when, contrary to law, they nmade Scipio consul, not
in fear for the destruction of their own city, but desiring the ruin
of that of the Carthaginians.

Thus it was deci ded; and Marius, bringing over his |egions out of
Africa on the very first day of January, which the Romans count the
begi nning of the year, received the consul ship, and then, also,
entered in triunph, showi ng Jugurtha a prisoner to the people, a sight
t hey had despaired of ever behol ding, nor could any, so long as he
lived, hope to reduce the eneny in Africa; so fertile in expedients
was he to adapt hinmself to every turn of fortune, and so bold as
wel |l as subtle. When, however, he was led in triunph, it is said
that he fell distracted, and when he was afterwards thrown into
prison, where sone tore off his clothes by force, and others, whil st
they struggled for his golden earring, with it pulled off the tip of
his ear, and when he was, after this, cast naked into the dungeon
in his amazenent and confusion, with a ghastly |laugh, he cried out, "O
Her cul es! how col d your bath is!" Here for six days struggling with
hunger, and to the very last mnute desirous of life, he was overtaken
by the just reward of his villainies. In this triunph was brought,
as is stated, of gold three thousand and seven pounds wei ght, of
silver bullion five thousand seven hundred and seventy-five, of



noney in gold and silver coin two hundred and ei ghty-seven thousand
drachmas. After the solemity, Marius called together the senate in
the capitol, and entered, whether through inadvertency or unbeconi ng
exultation with his good fortune, in his triunphal habit; but
presently observing the senate offended at it, went out, and
returned in his ordinary purple-bordered robe.

On the expedition he carefully disciplined and trained his arny
whil st they were on their way, giving thempractice in |ong narches,
and running of every sort, and conpelling every nan to carry his own
baggage and prepare his own victuals; insonuch that thenceforward
| aborious soldiers, who did their work silently w thout grunbling, had
the name of "Marius's nules." Some, however, think the proverb had a
di fferent occasion; that when Scipio besieged Numantia, and was
careful to inspect not only their horses and arns, but their nules and
carriages too, and see how wel |l equipped and in what readi ness each
one's was, Marius brought forth his horse which he had fed extrenely
well, and a mule in better case, stronger and gentler than those of
others; that the general was very well pleased, and often afterwards
nmentioned Marius's beasts; and that hence the sol diers, when
speaking jestingly in the praise of a drudging |aborious fellow,
called him Marius's nule.

But to proceed; very great fortune seened to attend Marius, for by
the enenmy in a manner changing their course, and falling first upon
Spain, he had time to exercise his soldiers, and confirmtheir
courage, and, which was nost inportant, to show them what he hinsel f
was. For that fierce manner of his in conmand, and inexorabl eness in
puni shi ng, when his nen becane used not to do amiss or disobey, was
felt to be whol esomre and advant ageous, as well as just, and his
violent spirit, stern voice, and harsh aspect, which in a little while
grew fanmiliar to them they esteenmed terrible not to thenselves, but
only to their enemies. But his uprightness in judging nore
especially pleased the soldiers, one remarkable instance of which is
as follows. One Caius Lusius, his own nephew, had a conmand under
himin the army, a nan not in other respects of bad character, but
shameful ly licentious with young nen. He had one young man under his
conmand cal | ed Trebonius, with whom notw thstandi ng many solicitations
he could never prevail. At length one night he sent a nmessenger for
hi m and Trebonius cane, as it was not lawful for himto refuse when he
was sent for, and being brought into his tent, when Lusius began to
use violence with him he drew his sword and ran hi mthrough. This was
done whil st Marius was absent. Wen he returned, he appointed
Trebonius a time for his trial, where, whilst many accused him and
not any one appeared in his defence, he hinself boldly related the
whol e matter, and brought wi tness of his previous conduct to Lusius,
who had frequently offered himconsiderable presents. Marius, admring
hi s conduct and much pl eased, commanded the garl and, the usual Ronman
reward of valour, to be brought, and hinself crowned Trebonius wth
it, as having perfornmed an excellent action, at a time that very
nmuch want ed such good exanpl es

This being told at Rone, proved no srmall help to Marius towards
his third consul ship; to which also conduced the expectation of the
barbarians at the sunmer season, the people being unwilling to trust
their fortunes with any other general but him However, their
arrival was not so early as was inmagined, and the tinme of Marius's
consul ship was agai n expired. The election com ng on, and his
col | eague being dead, he left the comrand of the arny to Manius
Aqui lius, and hastened to Ronme, where, several eninent persons being
candi dates for the consul ship, Lucius Saturninus, who nore than any of
the other tribunes swayed the popul ace, and of whom Marius hinsel f was
very observant, exerted his el oquence with the people, advising them



to choose Marius consul. He playing the nodest part, and professing to
decline the office, Saturninus called himtraitor to his country if,
in such apparent danger, he would avoid comuand. And though it was not
difficult to discover that he was nerely hel ping Marius in putting
this pretence upon the people, yet, considering that the present
juncture much required his skill, and his good fortunes too, they
voted himthe fourth time consul, and made Catulus Lutatius his
col l eague, a man very nuch esteemed by the nobility and not
unagreeabl e to the commons.

Marius, having notice of the eneny's approach, with all expedition
passed the Al ps, and pitching his canp by the river Rhone, took care
first for plentiful supplies of victuals: lest at any tinme he should
be forced to fight at a di sadvantage for want of necessaries. The
carriage of provision for the army fromthe sea, which was fornerly
| ong and expensive, he nade speedy and easy. For the nmouth, of the
Rhone, by the influx of the sea, being barred and alnost filled up
with sand and nmud m xed with clay, the passage there becane narrow,
difficult, and dangerous for the ships that brought their
provisions. Hither, therefore, bringing his arny, then at |eisure,
he drew a great trench: and by turning the course of a great part of
the river, brought it to a convenient point on the shore where the
wat er was deep enough to receive ships of considerabl e burden, and
where there was a cal mand easy opening to the sea. And this stil
retains the name it took fromhim

The eneny dividing thenselves into two parts, the Cinbri arranged to
go agai nst Catul us higher up through the country of the Norici, and to
force that passage; the Teutones and Anmbrones to march agai nst
Marius by the seaside through Liguria. The Cinbri were a
considerable tinme in doing their part. But the Teutones and Anbrones
with all expedition passing over the interjacent country, soon canme in
sight, in nunbers beyond belief, of a terrible aspect, and uttering
strange cries and shouts. Taking up a great part of the plain wth
their canmp, they challenged Marius to battle; he seened to take no
notice of them but kept his soldiers within their fortification
and sharply reprehended those that were too forward and eager to
show t heir courage, and who, out of passion, would needs be
fighting, calling themtraitors to their country, and telling them
they were not now to think of the glory of triunphs and trophies,
but rather how they m ght repel such an inpetuous tenpest of war and
save ltaly.

Thus he discoursed privately with his officers and equal s, but
pl aced the soldiers by turns upon the bulwarks to survey the eneny,
and so made themfaniliar with their shape and voice, which were
i ndeed al t oget her extravagant and barbarous, and he caused themto
observe their arms, and the way of using them so that in alittle
time what at first appeared terrible to their apprehensions, by
often viewi ng becane famliar. For he very rationally supposed that
t he strangeness of things often nakes them seem forni dabl e when t hey
are not so; and that by our better acquai ntance, even things which are
really terrible lose much of their frightfulness. This daily
converse not only dininished some of the soldiers' fears, but their
i ndi gnati on warned and inflaned their courage when they heard the
threats and i nsupportable insolence of their enenies; who not only
pl undered and depopul ated all the country round, but would even
contenptuously and confidently attack the ramparts.

Conpl ai nts of the soldiers now began to come to Marius's ears. "Wat
ef fem nacy does Marius see in us, that he should thus Iike wonen
| ock us up fromencountering our enenies? Cone on, |let us show
oursel ves nen, and ask himif he expects others to fight for Italy;
and neans nerely to enploy us in servile offices, when he would dig



trenches, cleanse places of nud and dirt, and turn the course of the
rivers? It was to do such works as these, it seens, that he gave us
all our long training; he will return home, and boast of these great
performances of his consul ships to the people. Does the defeat of
Carbo and Caepi o, who were vanqui shed by the eneny, affright hin®
Surely they were nmuch inferior to Marius both in glory and val our, and
commanded a nuch weaker army: at the worst, it is better to be in
action, though we suffer for it like them than to sit idle spectators
of the destruction of our allies and conpanions." Marius, not a little
pl eased to hear this, gently appeased them pretending that he did not
di strust their valour, but that he took his nmeasures as to the tine
and place of victory fromsonme certain oracles.

And, in fact, he used solemly to carry about in alitter a Syrian
woman, called Martha, a supposed prophetess, and to do sacrifice by
her directions. She had formerly been driven away by the senate, to
whom she addressed herself, offering to informthem about these
affairs, and to foretell future events; and after this betook
herself to the wonmen, and gave them proofs of her skill, especially
Marius's wi fe, at whose feet she sat when she was view ng a contest of
gl adi ators, and correctly foretold which of them should overcone
She was for this and the Iike predictings sent by her to Marius and
the arny, where she was very nuch | ooked up to, and, for the nost
part, carried about in a litter. Wen she went to sacrifice, she
wore a purple robe Iined and buckled up, and had in her hand a
little spear trinmed with ribbons and garlands. This theatrical show
made nmany question whether Marius really gave any credit to her
himsel f, or only played the counterfeit, when he showed her
publicly, to inmpose upon the soldiers.

What, however, Al exander the Myndian rel ates about the vultures does
really deserve admiration; that always before Marius's victories there
appeared two of them and acconpani ed the army, which were known by
their brazen collars (the soldiers having caught them and put these
about their necks, and so let themgo, fromwhich tinme they in a
manner knew and sal uted the sol diers), and whenever these appeared
in their marches, they used to rejoice at it, and thought thensel ves
sure of some success. O the many other prodigies that then were taken
notice of, the greater part were but of the ordinary stanp; it was,
however, reported that at Aneria and Tuder, two cities in Italy, there
were seen at nights in the sky flanmi ng darts and shiel ds, now waved
about, and then again clashing agai nst one another, all in
accordance with the postures and notions soldiers use in fighting;
that at length one party retreating, and the other pursuing, they
al | di sappeared westward. Miuch about the sane tinme canme Bataces, one
of Cybele's priests, from Pessinus, and reported how t he goddess had
declared to himout of her oracle that the Romans shoul d obtain the
victory. The senate giving credit to him and voting the goddess a
tenple to be built in hopes of the victory, Aulus Ponpeius, a tribune,
prevented Bataces, when he woul d have gone and told the people this
sane story, calling himinpostor, and ignoniniously pulling himoff
the hustings; which action in the end was the main thing that gained
credit for the man's story, for Aulus had scarce dissolved the
assenbly, and returned hone, when a violent fever seized him and it
was matter of universal remark, and in everybody's nmouth, that he died
within a week after.

Now t he Teutones, whilst Marius lay quiet, ventured to attack his
canp; from whence, however, being encountered with showers of darts
and | osing several of their men, they deternmined to march forward,
hopi ng to reach the other side of the Al ps wi thout opposition, and,
packi ng up their baggage, passed securely by the Roman canp, where the
greatness of their nunber was especially nmade evident by the long tine



they took in their march, for they were said to be six days
continually going on in passing Marius's fortifications; they

mar ched pretty near, and revilingly asked the Romans if they would
send any comands by themto their wives, for they would shortly be
with them As soon as they were passed and had gone on a little

di stance ahead, Marius began to nove, and follow themat his

| ei sure, always encanping at sone small distance fromtheny choosing
al so strong positions, and carefully fortifying them that he mi ght
quarter with safety. Thus they marched till they cane to the place
called Sextilius's Waters, fromwhence it was but a short way before
bei ng am dst the Al ps, and here Marius put hinself in readi ness for
t he encounter.

He chose a place for his canp of considerable strength, but where
there was a scarcity of water; designing, it is said, by this neans,
al so, to put an edge on his soldiers' courage; and when several were
not alittle distressed, and conpl ained of thirst, pointing to a river
that ran near the eneny's canp; "There," said he, "you may have drink
if you will buy it with your blood." "Wiy, then," replied they, "do
you not lead us to them before our blood is dried up in us?" He
answered, in a softer tone, "Let us first fortify our canmp,” and the
sol di ers, though not w thout repining, proceeded to obey. Now a
great conpany of their boys and canp followers, having neither drink
for themselves nor for their horses, went down to that river; sone
t aki ng axes and hatchets, and sone, too, swords and darts with their
pitchers, resolving to have water though they fought for it. These
were first encountered by a snall party of the enenies; for nost of
them had just finished bathing, and were eating and drinking, and
several were still bathing, the country thereabouts abounding in hot
springs; so that the Romans partly fell upon themwhilst they were
enj oyi ng thensel ves and occupied with the novel sights and
pl easant ness of the place. Upon hearing the shouts, great numnbers
still joining in the fight, it was not a little difficult for Marius
to contain his soldiers, who were afraid of |osing the canp
servants; and the nore warlike part of the enenies, who had overthrown
Manl i us and Caepio (they were called Anbrones, and were in nunber, one
wi th anot her, above thirty thousand), taking the alarm |eaped up
and hurried to arms.

These, though they had just been gorging thenselves with food, and
were excited and disordered with drink, nevertheless did not advance
with an unruly step, or in mere senseless fury, nor were their
shouts nere inarticulate cries; but clashing their arms in concert and
keeping tine as they | eapt and bounded onward, they continually
repeated their own nanme, "Anbrones!" either to encourage one
another, or to strike the greater terror into their enemes. O al
the Italians in Marius's arny, the Ligurians were the first that
charged; and when they caught the word of the enemy's confused
shout, they, too, returned the sane, as it was an ancient nane also in
their country, the Ligurians always using it when speaking of their
descent. This accl amati on, bandied fromone arny to the other before
they joined, served to rouse and heighten their fury, while the nmen on
either side strove, with all possible vehenence, the one to
over shout the other

The river disordered the Anbrones; before they could draw up al
their army on the other side of it, the Ligurians presently fel
upon the van, and began to charge them hand to hand. The Romans,
too, coming to their assistance, and fromthe higher ground pouring
upon the eneny, forcibly repelled them and the nost of them (one
thrusting another into the river) were there slain, and filled it with
their bl ood and dead bodi es. Those that got safe over, not daring to
make head, were slain by the Ronans, as they fled to their canp and



wagons; where the wonmen neeting themw th swords and hatchets, and
maki ng a hideous outcry, set upon those that fled as well as those
that pursued, the one as traitors, the other as enenies, and m xing
thensel ves with the conbatants, with their bare arns pulling away
the Romans' shields, and laying hold on their swords, endured the
wounds and sl ashing of their bodies to the very last w th undaunted
resol ution. Thus the battle seens to have happened at that river
rather by accident than by the design of the general

After the Romans were retired fromthe great slaughter of the
Anbrones, night came on; but the arny was not indul ged, as was the
usual custom with songs of victory, drinking in their tents, and
nmut ual entertai nments and (what is nost welconme to soldiers after
successful fighting) quiet sleep, but they passed that night, above
all others, in fears and alarm For their canp was w thout either
ranpart or palisade, and there remai ned t housands upon thousands of
their enenies yet unconquered; to whomwere joined as many of the
Anbrones as escaped. There were heard fromthese all through the night
wi | d bewailings, nothing Iike the sighs and groans of nen, but a
sort of wild-beast-like howing and cursing joined with threats and
lamentations rising fromthe vast nultitude, and echoed anong the
nei ghbouring hills and hol | ow banks of the river. The whole plain
was filled with hideous noise, insonmuch that the Romans were not a
little afraid and Marius hinsel f was apprehensive of a confused
turmul t uous ni ght engagenent. But the eneny did not stir either this
ni ght or the next day, but were enployed in disposing and draw ng
t hensel ves up to the greatest advantage.

O this occasion Marius made good use; for there were beyond the
enem es sonme wooded ascents and deep valleys thickly set with trees,
whi t her he sent C audius Marcellus, secretly, with three thousand
regul ar soldiers, giving himorders to post themin anbush there,
and show thensel ves at the rear of the enenies when the fight was
begun. The others, refreshed with victuals and sleep, as soon as it
was day he drew up before the canp, and conmanded the horse to sally
out into the plain, at the sight of which the Teutones could not
contain thenselves till the Romans should come down and fight them
on equal terns, but hastily arnming thenselves, charged in their fury
up the hillside. Marius, sending officers to all parts, commanded
his men to stand still and keep their ground; when they canme within
reach, to throw their javelins, then use their swords, and joining
their shields, force them back; pointing out to themthat the
steepness of the ground woul d render the eneny's blows inefficient,
nor could their shields be kept close together, the inequality of
the ground hindering the stability of their footing.

Thi s counsel he gave them and was the first that followed it; for
he was inferior to none in the use of his body, and far excelled al
in resolution. The Romans accordingly stood for their approach, and,
checking themin their advance upwards, forced themlittle by little
to give way and yield down the hill, and here, on the I evel ground, no
sooner had the Anmbrones begun to restore their van into a posture of
resi stance, but they found their rear disordered. For Marcellus had
not let slip the opportunity; but as soon as the shout was raised
anmong the Romans on the hills, he, setting his nmen in notion, fel
in upon the eneny behind, at full speed, and with |loud cries, and
routed those nearest him and they, breaking the ranks of those that
were before them filled the whole arny with confusion. They made no
| ong resistance after they were thus broke in upon, but having | ost
all order, fled.

The Romans, pursuing them slew and took prisoners above one hundred
t housand, and possessing thensel ves of their spoil, tents, and
carriages, voted all that was not purloined to Marius's share,



whi ch, though so magnificent a present, yet was generally thought |ess
than his conduct deserved in so great a danger. OQther authors give a
di fferent account, both about the division of the plunder and the
nunmber of the slain. They say, however, that the inhabitants of
Massilia made fences round their vineyards with the bones, and that
the ground, enriched by the noisture of the putrefied bodi es (soaked
with the rain of the following winter), yielded at the season a

prodi gious crop, and fully justified Archil ochus, who said, that the
fallows thus are fattened. It is an observation, also, that
extraordinary rains pretty generally fall after great battles; whether
it be that sonme divine power thus washes and cl eanses the polluted
earth with showers from above, or that noist and heavy evaporations,
steaming forth fromthe bl ood and corruption, thicken the air, which
naturally is subject to alteration fromthe smallest causes.

After the battle, Marius chose out from anongst the barbarians
spoils and arnms those that were whol e and handsone, and that woul d
make the greatest show in his triunph; the rest he heaped upon a |arge
pile, and offered a very splendid sacrifice. Wilst the arny stood
round about with their arms and garlands, hinself attired (as the
fashion is on such occasions) in the purple-bordered robe, and
taking a lighted torch, and with both hands lifting it up towards
heaven, he was then going to put it to the pile, when sonme friends
were espied with all haste coning towards himon horseback. Upon which
every one remained in silence and expectation. They, upon their coning
up, leapt off and saluted Marius, bringing himthe news of his fifth
consul ship, and delivered himletters to that effect. This gave the
addition of no small joy to the solemity; and while the soldiers
clashed their arms and shouted, the officers again crowned Marius with
a laurel weath, and he thus set fire to the pile, and finished his
sacrifice.

But whatever it be which interferes to prevent the enjoynent of
prosperity ever being pure and sincere, and still diversifies human
affairs with the m xture of good and bad, whether fortune or divine
di spl easure, or the necessity of the nature of things, within a few
days Marius received an account of his colleague, Catulus, which, as a
cloud in serenity and calm terrified Rome with the apprehension of
anot her inmminent storm Catulus, who marched agai nst the G nbri
despairing of being able to defend the passes of the Al ps, lest, being
conpelled to divide his forces into several parties, he should
weaken hinsel f, descended again into Italy, and posted his arny behind
the river Adige; where he occupied the passages with strong
fortifications on both sides the river, and made a bridge, that so
he might cross to the assistance of his nmen on the other side, if so
be the eneny, having forced their way through the nountain passes,
should stormthe fortresses. The barbarians, however, came on with
such insol ence and contenpt of their enenmes, that to show their
strength and courage, rather than out of any necessity, they went
naked in the showers of snow, and through the ice and deep snow
clinbed up to the tops of the hills, and fromthence, placing their
broad shields under their bodies, let thenselves slide fromthe
preci pi ces along their vast slippery descents.

Wien they had pitched their canp at a little distance fromthe
river, and surveyed the passage, they began to pile it up, giant-Iike,
teari ng down the neighbouring hills; and brought trees pulled up by
the roots, and heaps of earth to the river, damming up its course; and
with great heavy materials which they rolled down the stream and
dashed agai nst the bridge, they forced away the beans which
supported it; in consequence of which the greatest part of the Roman
sol diers, nuch affrighted, left the canp and fled. Here Catul us showed
hi nsel f a generous and nobl e general, in preferring the glory of his



peopl e before his own; for when he could not prevail with his soldiers
to stand to their colours, but saw how they all deserted them he
commanded his own standard to be taken up, and running to the forenost
of those that fled, he led themforward, choosing rather that the

di sgrace should fall upon hinmself than upon his country, and that they
should not seemto fly, but, following their captain, to nake a
retreat. The barbarians assaulted and took the fortress on the other
side the Adige; where nuch admiring the few Ronans there left, who had
shown extreme courage, and had fought worthily of their country,

they dism ssed them upon terns, swearing them upon their brazen

bul I, which was afterwards taken in the battle, and carried, they say,
to Catulus's house, as the chief trophy of victory.

Thus falling in upon the country destitute of defence, they wasted
it on all sides. Marius was presently sent for to the city; where,
when he arrived, every one supposing he would triunph, the senate,

t oo, unaninously voting it, he himself did not think it convenient:
whet her that he were not willing to deprive his soldiers and

officers of their share of the glory, or that, to encourage the people
in this juncture, he would | eave the honour due to his past victory on
trust, as it were, in the hands of the city and its future fortune;
deferring it nowto receive it afterwards with the greater

spl endour. Having |left such orders as the occasion required, he
hastened to Catul us, whose drooping spirits he much raised, and sent
for his own arny from Gaul; and as soon as it cane, passing the

river Po, he endeavoured to keep the barbarians out of that part of
Italy which lies south of it.

They professed they were in expectation of the Teutones, and
sayi ng they wondered they were so long in conming deferred the
battle; either that they were really ignorant of their defeat or
were willing to seem so. For they certainly nuch nmaltreated those that
brought them such news, and, sending to Marius, required sone part
of the country for thenselves and their brethren, and cities fit for
themto inhabit. When Marius inquired of the anmbassadors who their
brethren were, upon their saying the Teutones, all that were present
began to laugh; and Marius scoffingly answered them "Do not trouble
yoursel f for your brethren, for we have already provided | ands for
them which they shall possess for ever." The anbassadors,
under st andi ng the nockery, broke into insults, and threatened that the
Cinmbri woul d make himpay for this and the Teutones, too, when they
canme. "They are not far off," replied Marius, "and it will be unkindly
done of you to go away before greeting your brethren." Saying so, he
commanded the kings of the Teutones to be brought out, as they were,
in chains; for they were taken by the Sequani anmong the Al ps, before
they could nake their escape. This was no sooner nmade known to the
Cinmbri, but they with all expedition canme agai nst Marius, who then |ay
still and guarded his canp.

It is said that, against this battle Marius first altered the
construction of the Roman javelins. For before at the place where
the wood was joined to the iron it was nmade fast with two iron pins;
but now Marius let one of themalone as it was, and pulling out the
other, put a weak wooden peg in its place, thus contriving that when
it was driven into the eneny's shield, it should not stand right
out, but the wooden peg breaking, the iron should bend, and so the
javelin should hold fast by its crooked point and drag. Boeori x,

King of the Cinbri, came with a small party of horse to the Roman
canp, and challenged Marius to appoint the tinme and place where they
m ght nmeet and fight for the country. Mrius answered that the
Romans never consulted their enenies when to fight, however, he
would gratify the Cinbri so far; and so they fixed upon the third
day after and for the place, the plain near Vercellae, which was



conveni ent enough for the Roman horse, and afforded roomfor the eneny
to display their nunbers.

They observed the tinme appointed, and drew out their forces
agai nst each other. Catul us conmanded twenty thousand three hundred,
and Marius thirty-two thousand, who were placed in the two w ngs,
| eaving Catulus the centre. Sylla, who was present at the fight, gives
this account; saying, also, that Marius drew up his arnmy in this
order, because he expected that the armies would neet on the w ngs
since it generally happens that in such extensive fronts the centre
falls back, and thus he woul d have the whole victory to hinmself and
his soldiers, and Catul us woul d not be even engaged. They tell us,
al so, that Catulus hinself alleged this in vindication of his
honour, accusing, in various ways, the enviousness of Mrius. The
infantry of the Cinbri nmarched quietly out of their fortifications,
having their flanks equal to their front; every side of the arny
taking up thirty furlongs. Their horse, that were in nunber fifteen
t housand, rmade a very splendid appearance. They wore hel nets, nade
to resenble the head and jaws of wild beasts, and other strange
shapes, and hei ghtening these with plunes of feathers, they made
t hensel ves appear taller than they were. They had breastplates of iron
and white glittering shields; and for their offensive arnms every one
had two darts, and when they cane hand to hand, they used |arge and
heavy swords.

The cavalry did not fall directly upon the front of the Romans, but,
turning to the right, they endeavoured to draw themon in that
direction by little and little, so as to get them between thensel ves
and their infantry, who were placed in the left wing. The Roman
commanders soon perceived the design, but could not contain the
sol diers; for one happening to shout out that the eneny fled, they al
rushed to pursue them while the whol e barbarian foot came on
noving |ike a great ocean. Here Marius, having washed his hands, and
l[ifting themup towards heaven, vowed an hecatonb to the gods; and
Catulus, too, in the same posture, solemmly pronised to consecrate a
tenple to the "Fortune of that day." They say, too, that Marius,
havi ng the victimshown to himas he was sacrificing, cried out with a
| oud voice, "The victory is nine."

However, in the engagenent, according to the accounts of Sylla and
his friends, Marius net with what night be called a nmark of divine
di spl easure. For a great dust being raised, which (as it mght very
probably happen) al nost covered both the armes, he, |leading on his
forces to the pursuit, mnissed the eneny, and having passed by their
array, noved for a good space, up and down the field; neanwhile the
eneny, by chance, engaged with Catulus, and the heat of the battle was
chiefly with himand his men, anong whom Syl la says he was; adding,
that the Ronmans had great advantage of the heat and sun that shone
in the faces of the Gnbri. For they, well able to endure cold, and
havi ng been bred up (as we observed before) in cold and shady
countries, were overcone with the excessive heat; they sweated
extremely, and were nuch out of breath, being forced to hold their
shields before their faces; for the battle was fought not [ong after
the sunmer sol stice, or, as the Romans reckon, upon the third day
bef ore the new noon of the nmonth now call ed August and then
Sextilis. The dust, too, gave the Romans no small addition to their
courage, inasmuch as it hid the eneny. For afar off they could not
di scover their nunber; but every one advancing to encounter those that
were nearest to them cane to fight hand to hand before the sight of
so vast a nultitude had struck terror into them They were so nuch
used to | abour, and so well exercised, that in all the heat and toi
of the encounter, not one of them was observed either to sweat or to
be out of breath; so much so, that Catulus hinself, they say, recorded



it in conmendation of his soldiers.

Here the greatest part and nost valiant of the enenies were cut in
pi eces; for those that fought in the front, that they night not
break their ranks, were fast tied to one another, with | ong chains put
through their belts. But as they pursued those that fled to their canp
they witnessed a nost fearful tragedy; the wonen, standing in black
clothes on their wagons, slew all that fled, some their husbands, sone
their brethren, others their fathers; and strangling their little
children with their own hands, threw them under the wheels and the
feet of the cattle, and then killed thenmselves. They tell of one who
hung herself fromthe end of the pole of a wagon, with her children
tied dangling at her heels. The nmen, for want of trees, tied
t hensel ves, sone to the horns of the oxen, others by the neck to their
| egs, that so pricking themon, by the starting and springing of the
beasts, they might be torn and trodden to pieces. Yet for all they
t hus massacred thensel ves, above sixty thousand were taken
prisoners, and those that were slain were said to be twi ce as many.

The ordinary plunder was taken by Marius's soldiers, but the other
spoils, as ensigns, trunpets, and the |like, they say, were brought
to Catulus's canp; which he used for the best argunent that the
victory was obtained by hinmself and his arny. Sone di ssensions
arising, as was natural, anong the soldiers, the deputies from
Parma, being then present, were nmade judges of the controversy; whom
Catulus's nen carried about anmong their slain enemes and nanifestly
showed them that they were slain by their javelins, which were known
by the inscriptions, having Catulus's name cut in the wood.
Neverthel ess the whole glory of the action was ascribed to Marius,
on account of his former victory, and under colour of his present
aut hority; the popul ace nore especially styling himthe third
founder of their city, as having diverted a danger no | ess threatening
than was that when the Gaul s sacked Rone; and every one, in their
feasts and rejoicings at hone with their wives and children, nade
of ferings and libations in honour of "The Gods and Marius;" and
woul d have had himsol ely have the honour of both the triunphs.
However, he did not do so, but triunphed together w th Catul us,
bei ng desirous to show his noderation even in such great circunstances
of good fortune; besides he was not a little afraid of the soldiers in
Catulus's army, lest, if he should wholly bereave their general of the
honour, they should endeavour to hinder himof his triunph

Marius was now in his fifth consul ship, and he sued for his sixth in
such a nmanner as never any man before himhad done, even for his
first; he courted the people's favour and ingratiated hinself with the
nmul titude by every sort of conplaisance; not only derogating from
the state and dignity of his office, but also belying his own
character, by attenpting to seem popul ar and obliging, for which
nature had never designed him Hi s passion for distinction did,
i ndeed, they say, make himexceedingly tinorous in any politica
matters, or in confronting public assenblies; and that undaunted
presence of mnd he always showed in battle against the eneny
forsook himwhen he was to address the people; he was easily upset
by the nost ordinary conmendation or dispraise. It is told of him
that having at one tine given the freedomof the city to one
t housand nen of Caneri num who had behaved valiantly in this war, and
this seeming to be illegally done, upon sone one or other calling
himto an account for it, he answered, that the | aw spoke too softly
to be heard in such a noise of war; yet he hinself appeared to be nore
di sconcerted and overcone by the clanmour nade in the assenblies. The
need they had of himin time of war procured himpower and dignity;
but in civil affairs, when he despaired of getting the first place, he
was forced to betake hinmself to the favour of the people, never caring



to be a good man so that he were but a great one.

He thus becane very odious to all the nobility; and above all, he
feared Metellus, who had been so ungratefully used by him and whose
true virtue made himnaturally an eneny to those that sought influence
with the people, not by the honourable course, but by subservience and
conpl ai sance. Marius, therefore, endeavoured to banish himfromthe
city, and for this purpose he contracted a close alliance with d aucia
and Saturninus a couple of daring fellows, who had the great nass of
the indigent and seditious nultitude at their control; and by their
assi stance he enacted various |aws, and bringing the soldiers, also,
to attend the assenbly, he was enabled to overpower Metellus. And as
Rutilius relates (in all other respects a fair and faithful authority,
but, indeed, privately an enemy to Marius), he obtained his sixth
consul ship by distributing vast sunms of noney anong the tribes, and by
this bribery kept out Metellus, and had Val erius Flaccus given him
as his instrument, rather than his colleague, in the consul ship. The
peopl e had never before bestowed so nany consul ships on any one nman
except on Valerius Corvinus only, and he, too, they say, was
forty-five years between his first and last; but Marius, fromhis
first, ran through five nore, with one current of good fortune.

In the last, especially, he contracted a great deal of hatred, by
committing several gross nisdeneanours in conpliance with the
desires of Saturninus; anmong whi ch was the nurder of Nonius whom
Sat ur ni nus sl ew because he stood in conpetition with himfor the
tri buneshi p. And when, afterwards, Saturninus, on beconing tribune,
brought forward his Iaw for the division of lands, with a clause
enacting that the senate publicly swear to confirm whatever the people
shoul d vote, and not to oppose themin anything, Marius, in the
senate, cunningly feigned to be against this provision, and said
that he would not take any such oath, nor would any man, he thought,
who was wise; for if there were no ill design in the law, still it
woul d be an affront to the senate to be conpelled to give their
approbation, and not to do it willingly and upon persuasion. This he
said, not that it was agreeable to his own sentinents, but that he
m ght entrap Metellus beyond any possibility of escape. For Marius, in
whose ideas virtue and capacity consisted largely in deceit, nmade very
little account of what he had openly professed to the senate; and
knowi ng that Metellus was one of a fixed resolution, and, as Pindar
has it, esteened "truth the first principle of heroic virtue," he
hoped to ensnare himinto a declaration before the senate, and on
his refusing, as he was sure to do, afterwards to take the oath, he
expected to bring himinto such odiumwi th the people as should
never be w ped off. The design succeeded to his wi sh. As soon as
Metel I us had declared that he would not swear to it, the senate
adj ourned. A few days after on Saturninus citing the senators to
make their appearance, and take the oath before the people, Marius
stepped forth ami dst a profound silence, every one being intent to
hear him and bidding farewell to those fine speeches he had before
made in the senate, said, that his back was not so broad that he
shoul d t hi nk hinsel f bound, once for all, by any opinion once given on
so inportant a matter; he would willingly swear and subnrmit to the |aw,
if so be it were one, a proviso which he added as a nere cover for his
effrontery. The people, in great joy at his taking the oath, |oudly
cl apped and appl auded him while the nobility stood by ashaned and
vexed at his inconstancy; but they subnitted out of fear of the
people, and all in order took the oath, till it came to Metellus's
turn. But he, though his friends begged and entreated himto take
it, and not to plunge hinmself irrecoverably into the penalties which
Sat ur ni nus had provided for those that should refuse it, would not
flinch fromhis resolution, nor swear; but, according to his fixed



custom being ready to suffer anything rather than do a base, unworthy
action, he left the forum telling those that were with himthat to do
wrong things is base, and to do well where there is no danger, common
the good nman's characteristic is to do so where there is danger

Her eupon Saturninus put it to the vote, that the consuls should
pl ace Metellus under their interdict, and forbid himfire, water
and | odgi ng. There were enough, too, of the basest of people ready
to kill him Neverthel ess, when nany of the better sort were extrenely
concerned, and gathered about Metellus, he would not suffer themto
rai se a sedition upon his account, but with this calmreflection
left the city, "Either when the posture of affairs is nended and the
peopl e repent, | shall be recalled, or if things remain in their
present condition, it will be best to be absent." But what great
favour and honour Metellus received in his banishnent, and in what
manner he spent his time at Rhodes, in philosophy, will be nore
fitly our subject when we wite his life.

Marius, in return for this piece of service, was forced to connive
at Saturninus now proceeding to the very height of insolence and
vi ol ence, and was, wi thout knowing it, the instrument of nmischief
beyond endurance, the only course of which was through outrages and
massacres to tyranny and the subversion of the government. Standing in
sonme awe of the nobility, and, at the same time, eager to court the
commnal ty, he was guilty of a nost nmean and di shonest action. Wen
sone of the great nen cane to himat night to stir himup against
Sat urni nus, at the other door, unknown to them he let himin; then
maki ng the sane pretence of sonme disorder of body to both, he ran from
one party to the other, and staying at one tine with them and
another with him he instigated and exasperated them one agai nst
anot her. At length when the senate and equestrian order concerted
neasures together, and openly mani fested their resentnment, he did
bring his soldiers into the forum and driving the insurgents into the
capitol, and then cutting off the conduits, forced themto surrender
by want of water. They, in this distress, addressing thenselves to
him surrendered, at it is termed, on the public faith. He did his
utnost to save their lives, but so wholly in vain, that when they cane
down into the forumthey were all basely nmurdered. Thus he had made
hi nsel f equally odious both to the nobility and commons, and when
the tine was conme to create censors, though he was the npbst obvious
man, yet he did not petition for it; but fearing the disgrace of being
repul sed, pernmitted others, his inferiors, to be elected, though he
pl eased hinself by giving out that he was not willing to disoblige too
many by undertaking a severe inspection into their |lives and conduct.

There was now an edict preferred to recall Metellus from bani shrent;
this he vigorously, but in vain, opposed both by word and deed, and
was at length obliged to desist. The peopl e unani nously voted for
it; and he, not able to endure the sight of Metellus's return, nade
a voyage to Cappadocia and Galatia; giving out that he had to
performthe sacrifices which he had vowed to Cybel e; but actuated
really by other |ess apparent reasons. For, in fact, being a man
al together ignorant of civil life and ordinary politics, he received
all his advancenent fromwar; and supposing his power and glory
would by little and little decrease by his lying quietly out of
action, he was eager by every neans to excite sone new commotions, and
hoped that by setting at variance sone of the kings, and by
exasperating Mthridates, especially, who was then apparently naking
preparations for war, he hinself should be chosen general against him
and so furnish the city with new matter of triunph, and his own
house with the plunder of Pontus and the riches of its King.
Therefore, though Mthridates entertained himwith all imaginable
attention and respect, yet he was not at all wought upon or



softened by it; but said, "O king, either endeavour to be stronger
than the Ronans, or else quietly subnmit to their commands." Wth which
he left Mthridates as he indeed had often heard the fane of the

bol d speaki ng of the Romans, but now for the first time experienced
it.

When Marius returned again to Rone, he built a house close by the
forum either, as he hinmself gave out, that he was not willing his
clients should be tried with going far, or that he imagi ned di stance
was the reason why nore did not cone. This, however, was not so; the
real reason was, that, being inferior to others in agreeabl eness of
conversation and the arts of political life, like a nmere tool and
i mpl ement of war, he was thrown aside in tine of peace. Anongst al
t hose whose brightness eclipsed his glory, he was nost incensed
agai nst Sylla, who had owed his rise to the hatred which the
nobility bore Marius; and had made his di sagreenent with himthe one
principle of his political life. Wien Bocchus, King of Nunidia, who
was styled the associate of the Ronans, dedi cated sone figures of
Victory in the capitol, and with thema representation in gold of
hi nsel f delivering Jugurtha to Sylla, Marius upon this was al nost
distracted with rage and anbition, as though Sylla had arrogated
this honour to hinself, and endeavoured forcibly to pull down these
presents; Sylla, on the other side, as vigorously resisted him but
the Social War, then on a sudden threatening the city, put a stop to
this sedition when just ready to break out. For the nost warlike and
best - peopl ed countries of all Italy forned a confederacy together
agai nst Rome, and were within a little of subverting the enpire; as
they were indeed strong, not only in their weapons and the val our of
their soldiers, but stood nearly upon equal terns with the Romans as
to the skill and daring of their conmmanders.

As much glory and power as this war, so various in its events and so
uncertain as to its success, conferred upon Sylla, so nuch it took
away from Marius, who was thought tardy, unenterprising, and tinmd
whet her it were that his age was now quenching his former heat and
vigour (for he was above sixty-five years old), or that having, as
he hinself said, sonme distenper that affected his nuscles, and his
body being unfit for action, he did service above his strength. Yet,
for all this, he came off victor in a considerable battle, wherein
he sl ew six thousand of the enenies, and never once gave them any
advant age over him and when he was surrounded by the works of the
eneny, he contained hinself, and though insulted over, and chall enged,
did not yield to the provocation. The story is told that when
Publius Silo, a nman of the greatest repute and authority anmong the
enemes, said to him "If you are indeed a great general, Marius,
| eave your canp and fight a battle," he replied, "If you are one, make
me do so." And another tine, when the eneny gave them a good
opportunity of a battle, and the Romans through fear durst not charge,
so that both parties retreated, he called an assenbly of his soldiers,
and said, "It is no small question whether | should call the enenies
or you the greater cowards, for neither did they dare to face your
backs, nor you to confront theirs." At length, professing to be worn
out with the infirmty of his body, he laid down his conmmand.

Afterwards when the Italians were worsted, there were severa
candi dates suing with the aid of the popular |eaders for the chief
conmand in the war with Mthridates. Sul picius, tribune of the people,
a bold and confident man, contrary to everybody's expectation, brought
forward Marius, and proposed himas proconsul and general in that war.
The people were divided; some were on Marius's side, others voted
for Sylla, and jeeringly bade Marius go to the baths at Baiae, to cure
hi s body, worn out, as hinmself confessed, with age and catarrhs.
Marius had indeed, there, about Msenum a villa nore effeninately and



 uxuriously furnished than seemed to becone one that had seen
service in so nmany and great wars and expeditions. This sane house
Cornelia bought for seventy-five thousand drachmas, and not |ong after
Lucius Lucullus, for two million five hundred thousand; so rapid and
so great was the growth of Roman sunptuosity. Yet, in spite of al
this, out of a nmere boyish passion for distinction, affecting to shake
off his age and weakness, he went down daily to the Canpus Marti us,
and exercising hinmself with the youth, showed hinself still ninble
in his armour, and expert in riding; though he was undoubtedly grown
bulky in his old age, and inclining to excessive faintness and
cor pul ency.

Sone people were pleased with this, and went continually to see
hi m conpeting and di splaying hinself in these exercises; but the
better sort that saw himpitied the cupidity and anbition that nade
one who had risen fromutter poverty to extrenme wealth, and out of
nothing into greatness, unwilling to adnit any linit to his high
fortune, or to be content with being adnired, and quietly enjoying
what he had al ready got; why, as if he still were indigent, should
he at so great an age leave his glory and his triunphs to go into
Cappadoci a and the Euxine Sea, to fight Archelaus and Neopt ol enus,
Mthridates's general s? Marius's pretences for this action of his
seened very ridiculous; for he said he wanted to go and teach his
son to be a general

The condition of the city, which had | ong been unsound and
di seased becane hopel ess now that Mrius found so opportune an
instrument for the public destruction as Sul picius's insolence. This
man professed, in all other respects, to adnire and initate
Saturninus; only he found fault with himfor backwardness and want
of spirit in his designs. He, therefore, to avoid this fault, got
si x hundred of the equestrian order about himas his guard, whom he
naned anti-senators; and with these confederates he set upon the
consuls, whilst they were at the assenbly, and took the son of one
of themwho fled fromthe forumand slew him Sylla, being hotly
pursued, took refuge in Marius's house, which none could suspect, by
that means escapi ng those that sought him who hastily passed by
there, and, it is said, was safely conveyed by Marius hinself out at
the other door, and canme to the canp. Yet Sylla, in his nenoirs,
positively denies that he fled to Marius, saying he was carried
thither to consult upon the matters to which Sul picius woul d have

forced him against his will, to consent; that he, surrounding him
with drawn swords, hurried himto Marius, and constrai ned hi mthus,
till he went thence to the forum and renoved, as they required him

to do, the interdict on business.

Sul pi ci us, having thus obtained the nmastery, decreed the comrand
of the arny to Marius, who proceeded to make preparations for his
march, and sent two tribunes to receive the charge of the arny from
Sylla. Sylla hereupon exasperating his soldiers, who were about
thirty-five thousand full-armed nmen, |ed themtowards Rone. First
falling upon the tribunes Marius had sent, they slew them Marius
havi ng done as nuch for several of Sylla's friends in Rome, and now
offering their freedomto the slaves on condition of their
assistance in the war; of whom however, they say, there were but
three who accepted his proposal. For sonme small tine he nade head
against Sylla's assault, but was soon overpowered and fled; those that
were with him as soon as he had escaped out of the city, were
di spersed, and night conming on, he hastened to a country-house of his,
cal l ed Sol onium Hence he sent his son to sonme nei ghbouring farns of
his father-in-law, Micius, to provide necessaries; he went hinself
to Ostia, where his friend Nunerius had prepared hima ship, and
hence, not staying for his son, he took with himhis son-in-Iaw



Grani us, and wei ghed anchor

Young Marius, coming to Mucius's farms, made his preparations; and
t he day breaking, was al nost discovered by the eneny. For there cane
thither a party of horse that suspected sone such matter; but the farm
steward, foreseeing their approach, hid Marius in a cart full of
beans, then yoking in his teamand driving toward the city, net
those that were in search of him Marius, thus conveyed honme to his
wi fe, took with himsonme necessaries, and cane at night to the
seasi de; where, going on board a ship that was bound for Africa, he
went away thither. Marius, the father, when he had put to sea, with
a strong gal e passing along the coast of Italy, was in no snal
apprehensi on of one Genminius, a great nman at Terracina, and his eneny;
and therefore bade the seanmen hold off fromthat place. They were
indeed willing to gratify him but the wind now blowing in fromthe
sea and making the waves swell to a great height, they were afraid the
ship woul d not be able to weather out the storm and Marius, too,
bei ng i ndi sposed and sea-sick, they made for |and, and not w thout
sonme difficulty reached the shore near Circeium

The storm now increasing and their victuals failing, they left their
shi p, and wandered up and down wi t hout any certain purpose, sinply
as in great distresses people shun the present as the greatest evil
and rely upon the hopes of uncertainties. For the [and and sea were
both equally unsafe for them it was dangerous to neet wth people,
and it was no less so to nmeet with none, on account of their want of
necessaries. At length, though late, they lighted upon a few poor
shepherds, that had not anything to relieve them but know ng
Marius, advised himto depart as soon as might he, for they had seen a
little beyond that place a party of horse that were gone in search
of him Finding hinself in a great strait, especially because those
that attended himwere not able to go further, being spent with
their long fasting, for the present he turned aside out of the road,
and hid hinmself in a thick wood, where he passed the night in great
wr et chedness. The next day, pinched with hunger, and willing to nake
use of the little strength he had, before it were all exhausted, he
travell ed by the seaside, encouragi ng his conpanions not to fal
away from himbefore the fulfillment of his final hopes, for which, in
reliance on sonme old predictions, he professed to be sustaining
hi nsel f. For when he was yet but very young, and lived in the country,
he caught in the skirt of his garnent an eagle's nest, as it was
falling, in which were seven young ones, which his parents seeing
and nuch admiring, consulted the augurs about it, who told them he
shoul d beconme the greatest man in the world, and that the fates had
decreed he shoul d seven tinmes be possessed of the supreme power and
authority. Some are of opinion that this really happened to Marius, as
we have related it; others say, that those who then and through the
rest of his exile heard himtell these stories, and believed him have
nmerely repeated a story that is altogether fabulous; for an eagle
never hatches nore than two; and even Miusaeus was deceived, who,
speaki ng of the eagle, says that-

"She lays three eggs, hatches two, and rears one."

However this be, it is certain Marius, in his exile and greatest
extremties, would often say that he should attain a seventh
consul shi p.

When Marius and his conpany were now about twenty furlongs distant
fromMnturnae, a city in Italy, they espied a troop of horse naking
up toward themw th all speed, and by chance, also, at the sane
time, two ships under sail. Accordingly, they ran every one with
what speed and, strength they could to the sea, and plunging into it



swam to the ships, Those that were with Granius, reaching one of them
passed over to an island opposite, called Aenaria; Mrius hinself,
whose body was heavy and unwi el dy, was with great pains and difficulty
kept above the water by two servants, and put into the other ship. The
soldiers were by this time come to the seaside, and fromthence called
out to the seanen to put to shore, or else to throw out Marius, and
then they nmight go whither they woul d. Marius besought themwth tears
to the contrary, and the masters of the ship, after frequent

changes, in a short space of time, of their purpose, inclining first
to one, then to the other side, resolved at length to answer the
soldiers that they would not give up Marius. As soon as they had
ridden off in a rage, the seanmen, again changing their resol ution

canme to land, and casting anchor at the mouth of the river Liris,
where it overflows and makes a marsh, they advised himto | and,
refresh hinself on shore, and take some care of his di sconposed

body, till the wind cane fairer; which, said they, will happen at such
an hour, when the wind fromthe sea will calm and that fromthe

mar shes rise. Marius, following their advice, did so, and when the
seanen had set himon shore, he laid himdown in an adjacent field,
suspecting nothing |l ess than what was to befall him They, as soon

as they had got into the ship, weighed anchor and departed, as
thinking it neither honourable to deliver Marius into the hands of
those that sought him nor safe to protect him

He thus, deserted by all, lay a good while silently on the shore; at
I ength collecting hinself, he advanced with pain and difficulty,
wi t hout any path, till, wading through deep bogs and ditches full of

wat er and nud, he came upon the hut of an old man that worked in the
fens, and falling at his feet besought himto assist and preserve
one who, if he escaped the present danger, would nake himreturns
beyond his expectation. The poor nan, whether he had formerly known
him or were then noved with his superior aspect, told himthat if
he wanted only rest his cottage would be convenient; but if he were
flying fromanybody's search, he would hide himin a nore retired

pl ace. Marius desiring himto do so, he carried himinto the fens
and bade him hide hinmself in an hollow place by the river-side,
where he laid upon hima great many reeds, and other things that
were |ight, and woul d cover, but not oppress him But within a very
short time he was disturbed with a noise and tunult fromthe
cottage, for Ceninius had sent several from Terracina in pursuit of
hi m sone of whom happening to cone that way, frightened and
threatened the old man for having entertai ned and hid an eneny of

t he Romans. Whereupon Marius, arising and stripping hinself, plunged
into a puddle full of thick nuddy water; and even there he could not
escape their search, but was pulled out covered with mre, and carried
away naked to M nturnae and delivered to the magi strates. For there
had been orders sent through all the towns to make public search for
Marius, and if they found himto kill him however, the nagistrates
t hought convenient to consider a little better of it first, and sent
hi m prisoner to the house of one Fanni a.

Thi s woman was supposed not very well affected towards hi mupon an
old account. One Tinnius had formerly nmarried this Fannia; from whom
she afterwards, being divorced, demanded her portion, which was
consi derabl e, but her husband accused her of adultery; so the
controversy was brought before Marius in his sixth consul ship. Wen
the case was exam ned thoroughly, it appeared both that Fannia had
been incontinent, and that her husband, knowi ng her to be so, had
married and lived a considerable tine with her. So that Marius was
severe enough with both, commanding himto restore her portion, and
laying a fine of four copper coins upon her by way of disgrace. But
Fanni a did not then behave |ike a woman that had been injured, but



as soon as she saw Marius, renmenbered nothing less than old
affronts; took care of himaccording to her ability, and conforted
him He made her his returns and told her he did not despair, for he
had met with a lucky onmen, which was thus. When he was brought to
Fanni a' s house, as soon as the gate was opened, an ass cane runni ng
out to drink at a spring hard by, and giving a bold and encouragi ng
| ook, first stood still before him then brayed al oud and pranced by
him From which Marius drew his conclusion, and said, that the fates
designed his safety, rather by sea than | and, because the ass

negl ected his dry fodder, and turned fromit to the water. Having told
Fannia this story, he bade the chanber door to be shut and went to
rest.

Meanwhi |l e the magi strates and councillors of M nturnae consulted
toget her, and determi ned not to delay any |onger, but imediately to
kill Marius; and when none of their citizens durst undertake the
busi ness, a certain soldier, a Gaulish or G nbrian horseman (the story
is told both ways), went in with his sword drawn to him The room
itself was not very light, that part of it especially where he then
| ay was dark, from whence Marius's eyes, they say, seened to the
fellowto dart out flanmes at him and a |oud voice to say, out of

the dark, "Fellow, darest thou kill Caius Marius?" The barbarian
hereupon i medi ately fled, and leaving his sword in the place,
rushed out of doors, crying only this, "I cannot kill Caius Marius."

At which they were all at first astonished, and presently began to
feel pity, and renorse, and anger at thenselves for making so unjust
and ungrateful a decree agai nst one who had preserved Italy, and
whomit was bad enough not to assist. "Let himgo," said they,
"where he please to banishnent, and find his fate somewhere el se; we
only entreat pardon of the gods for thrusting Marius distressed and
deserted out of our city."

| rpel I ed by thoughts of this kind, they went in a body into the
room and taking himanongst them conducted hi mtowards the
seaside; on his way to which, though every one was very officious to
him and all nade what haste they could, yet a considerable tine was
likely to be lost. For the grove of Marica (as she is called), which
the people hold sacred and make it a point of religion not to |et
anything that is once carried into it be taken out, lay just in
their road to the sea, and if they should go round about, they nust
needs cone very late thither. At length one of the old nen cried out
and said, there was no place so sacred but they m ght pass through
it for Marius's preservation; and thereupon, first of all, he hinself,
taki ng up some of the baggage that was carried for his acconmodati on
to the ship, passed through the grove, all the rest inmediately,
wi th the sane readi ness, acconpanying him And one Bel aeus (who
afterwards had a picture of these things drawn, and put it in a tenple
at the place of enbarkation), having by this tinme provided hima ship,
Marius went on board, and hoisting sail, was by fortune thrown upon
the island Aenaria, where neeting with Granius, and his other friends,
he sailed with themfor Africa. But their water failing themin the
way, they were forced to put in near Eryx, in Sicily, where was a
Roman quaestor on the watch, who all but captured Marius hinself on
his landing, and did kill sixteen of his retinue that went to fetch
water. Marius, with all expedition | oosing thence, crossed the sea
to the isle of Meninx, where he first heard the news of his son's
escape with Cethegus, and of his going to inplore the assistance of
Hi enpsal , King of Numi dia.

Wth this news, being sonewhat conforted, he ventured to pass from
that isle towards Carthage. Sextilius, a Roman, was then governor in
Africa; one that had never received either any injury or any
ki ndness from Marius; but who from conpassion, it was hoped, m ght



I end hi msonme hel p. But he was scarce got ashore with a snal

reti nue when an officer nmet him and said, "Sextilius, the governor
forbids you, Marius, to set foot in Africa; if you do, he says he wll
put the decree of the senate in execution, and treat you as an eneny
to the Ronmans." Wien Marius heard this, he wanted words to express his
grief and resentnment, and for a good while held his peace, |ooking
sternly upon the nessenger, who asked hi mwhat he should say, or

what answer he should return to the governor? Marius answered himw th
a deep sigh: "Go tell himthat you have seen Caius Marius sitting in
exile anong the ruins of Carthage;" appositely applying the exanpl e of
the fortune of that city to the change of his own condition

In the interim Hienpsal, King of Numidia, dubious of what he shoul d
determine to do, treated young Marius and those that were with him
very honourably; but when they had a nind to depart, he still had sone
pretence or other to detain them and it was manifest he nmade these
del ays upon no good desi gn. However, there happened an acci dent that
made well for their preservation. The hard fortune which attended
young Marius, who was of a conely aspect, touched one of the king's
concubi nes, and this pity of hers was the begi nning and occasi on of
love for him At first he declined the woman's solicitations, but when
he perceived that there was no other way of escaping, and that her
offers were nore serious than for the gratification of intenperate
passi on, he accepted her kindness, and she finding neans to convey
t hem away, he escaped with his friends and fled to his father. As soon
as they had sal uted each other, and were going by the seaside, they
saw sone scorpions fighting, which Marius took for an ill onen
wher eupon they inmedi ately went on board a little fisher-boat, and
made towards Cercinas, an island not far distant fromthe continent.
They had scarce put off from shore when they espied some horse, sent
after themby the king, with all speed making towards that very
pl ace fromwhich they were just retired. And Marius thus escaped a
danger, it might be said, as great as any he ever incurred.

At Rome news cane that Sylla was engaged with Mthridates's generals
in Boeotia; the consuls, fromfactious opposition, were fallen to
downright fighting, wherein Octavius prevailing, drove Cinna out of
the city for attenpting despotic government, and nmade Cornelius Merul a
consul in his stead; while Cinna, raising forces in other parts of
Italy, carried the war against them As soon as Marius heard of this
he resolved, with all expedition, to put to sea again, and taking with
himfrom Africa sone Mauritani an horse, and a few of the refugees
out of Italy, all together not above one thousand, he, with this
handf ul , began his voyage. Arriving at Telanmon, in Etruria, and coning
ashore, he proclained freedomfor the slaves; and nany of the
countrynmen, al so, and shepherds thereabouts, who were already freenen
at the hearing his name, flocked to himto the seaside. He persuaded
t he youngest and strongest to join him and in a snall time got
toget her a conpetent force with which he filled forty ships. Know ng
Cctavius to be a good man and willing to execute his office with the
greatest justice imaginable, and Cnna to be suspected by Sylla, and
in actual warfare against the established governnent, he determined to
join hinself and his forces with the latter. He therefore sent a
nmessage to him to let himknow that he was ready to obey him as
consul

When Cinna had joyfully received his offer, nam ng hi mproconsul
and sending himthe fasces and ot her ensigns of authority, he said
that grandeur did not beconme his present fortune; but wearing an
ordinary habit, and still letting his hair grow as it had done, from
that very day he first went into bani shnment, and bei ng now above
threescore and ten years old, he cane slowy on foot, designing to
nove peopl e's conpassi on; which did not prevent, however, his



natural fierceness of expression fromstill predoninating, and his
humiliation still let it appear that he was not so nuch dejected as
exasperated by the change of his condition. Having saluted C nna and
the soldiers, he imediately prepared for action, and soon nade a
considerable alteration in the posture of affairs. He first cut off
the provision ships, and plundering all the nmerchants, made hinself
master of the supplies of corn; then bringing his navy to the
seaport towns, he took them and at |ast, beconing naster of Gstia
by treachery, he pillaged that town, and slew a multitude of the
i nhabitants, and, blocking up the river, took fromthe eneny all hopes
of supply by the sea; then marched with his arny toward the city,
and posted hinsel f upon the hill called Janicul um

The public interest did not receive so great damage from
Octavius's unskillfulness in his managenent of affairs as fromhis
om tting needful neasures through too strict observance of the law. As
when several advised himto nake the slaves free, he said that he
woul d not give slaves the privilege of the country from which he then
in defence of the laws, was driving away Marius. \Wen Metellus, son to
that Metellus who was general in the war in Africa, and afterwards
bani shed t hrough Marius's neans, came to Rone, being thought a nuch
better comrander than Cctavius, the soldiers, deserting the consul
cane to himand desired himto take the conmand of them and preserve
the city; that they, when they had got an experienced valiant
commander, should fight courageously, and conme off conquerors. But
when Metellus, offended at it, conmanded themangrily to return to the
consul, they revolted to the enemy. Metellus, too, seeing the city
in desperate condition, left it; but a conpany of Chal daeans,
sacrificers, and interpreters of the Sibyl's books persuaded
Cctavius that things could turn out happily, and kept himat Rone.
He was, indeed, of all the Romans the nost upright and just, and
mai nt ai ned the honour of the consulate, w thout cringing or
conpliance, as strictly in accordance with ancient | aws and usages
as though they had been inmutabl e mathematical truths; and yet fell, |
know not how, into some weaknesses, giving nore observance to
fortune-tellers and diviners, than to nmen skilled in civil and
mlitary affairs. He therefore, before Marius entered the city, was
pul l ed down fromthe rostra and nurdered by those that were sent
before by Marius; and it is reported there was a Chal daesan witing
found in his gowmn when he was slain. And it seened a thing very
unaccount abl e, that of two fanmous generals, Marius should be often
successful by the observing divinations, and Cctavius ruined by the
same neans.

When affairs were in this posture, the senate assenbl ed, and sent
a deputation to Cinna and Marius, desiring themto cone into the
city peaceably and spare the citizens. C nna, as consul, received
t he enbassy, sitting in the curule chair, and returned a ki nd answer
to the messengers; Marius stood by himand said nothing, but gave
sufficient testinmony, by the glooniness of his countenance and the
sternness of his |ooks, that he would in a short time fill the city
wi th bl ood. As soon as the council arose, they went toward the city,
where Cinna entered with his guards, but Marius stayed at the gates,
and, dissenbling his rage, professed that he was then an exile and
bani shed his country by course of law, that if his presence were
necessary, they must, by a new decree, repeal the former act by
whi ch he was bani shed; as though he were, indeed, a religious observer
of the laws, and as if he were returning to a city free fromfear or
oppr essi on. Hereupon the people were assenbl ed, but before three or
four tribes had given their votes, throwing up his pretences and his
| egal scruples about his banishnent, he carried into the city with a
sel ect guard of the slaves who had joined him whom he called



Bardyaei . These proceeded to nurder a number of citizens, as he gave
command, partly by word of nmouth, partly by the signal of his nod.

At length Ancharius, a senator, and one that had been praetor,

conming to Marius, and not being re-saluted by him they with their
drawn swords slew himbefore Marius's face; and henceforth this was
their token, inmediately to kill all those who net Marius and sal uting
hi m were taken no notice of, nor answered with the |ike courtesy; so
that his very friends were not without dreadful apprehensions and
horror, whensoever they came to speak with him

When they had now butchered a great nunber, Ci nna grew nore remniss
and cloyed with rmurders; but Marius's rage continued still fresh and
unsatisfied, and he daily sought for all that were any way suspected
by him Now was every road and every town filled with those that
pursued and hunted themthat fled and hid thenmselves; and it was
remarkabl e that there was no nore confidence to be placed, as things
stood, either in hospitality or friendship; for there were found but a
very few that did not betray those that fled to them for shelter
And thus the servants of Cornutus deserve the greater praise and
admi ration, who, having conceal ed their master in the house, took
the body of one of the slain, cut off the head, put a gold ring on the
finger, and showed it to Marius's guards, and buried it with the
sanme solemity as if it had been their own master. This trick was
percei ved by nobody, and so Cornutus escaped, and was conveyed by
his donmestics into Gaul.

Marcus Antonius, the orator, though he, too, found a true friend,
had ill-fortune. The man was but poor and a pl ebeian, and as he was
entertaining a man of the greatest rank in Ronme, trying to provide for
himw th the best he could, he sent his servant to get sone w ne of
a nei ghbouring vintner. The servant carefully tasting it and bi ddi ng
hi m draw better, the fell ow asked hi mwhat was the matter, that he did
not buy new and ordinary wine as he used to do, but richer and of a
greater price; he without any designs told him as his old friend
and acquai ntance, that his nmaster entertained Marcus Antoni us, who was
concealed with him The villainous vintner, as soon as the servant was
gone, went hinmself to Marius, then at supper, and being brought into
his presence, told himhe would deliver Antonius into his hands. As
soon as he heard it, it is said he gave a great shout, and cl apped his
hands for joy, and had very nearly risen up and gone to the place
hi msel f; but being detained by his friends, he sent Annius, and sone
soldiers with him and conmanded himto bring Antonius's head to him
with all speed. Wen they cane to the house, Annius stayed at the
door, and the soldiers went upstairs into the chanber; where, seeing
Ant oni us, they endeavoured to shuffle off the murder from one another
for so great it seens were the graces and charns of his oratory,
that as soon as he began to speak and beg his life, none of them durst
touch or so nmuch as | ook upon him but hanging down their heads, every
one fell a-weeping. Wien their stay seenmed sonething tedi ous, Annius
cane up hinself and found Antonius discoursing, and the soldiers
ast oni shed and quite softened by it, and calling them cowards, went
hi nsel f and cut off his head.

Catul us Lutatius, who was coll eague with Marius, and his partner
in the triunph over the Cinbri, when Marius replied to those that
i nterceded for himand begged his life, nerely with the words, "He
nmust die," shut hinmself up in a room and making a great fire,
snot hered hi nmsel f. When mai med and headl ess carcasses were now
frequently thrown about and tranpl ed upon the streets, people were not
so much noved with conpassion at the sight, as struck into a kind of
horror and consternation. The outrages of those that were called
Bardyaei was the greatest grievance. These nurdered the masters of
famlies in their own houses, abused their children, and ravi shed



their wives, and were uncontrollable in their rapine and nmurders, till
those of Ginna's and Sertorius's party, taking counsel together
fell upon themin the canp and killed them every nan

In the interim as if a change of wind was coning on, there cane
news fromall parts that Sylla, having put an end to the war with
M thridates, and taken possession of the provinces, was returning into
Italy with a great arny. This gave sone small respite and interm ssion
to these unspeakabl e calanities. Marius and his friends believing
war to be close at hand, Marius was chosen consul the seventh tine,
and appearing on the very cal ends of January, the begi nning of the
year, threw one Sextus Lucinus fromthe Tarpeian precipice; an onen
as it seenmed, portending the renewed mi sfortunes both of their party
and of the city. Marius, hinself now worn out with [ abour and
si nki ng under the burden of anxieties, could not sustain his
spirits, which shook within himw th the apprehension of a new war and
fresh encounters and dangers, the form dabl e character of which he
knew by his own experience. He was not now to hazard the war with
Cctavius or Merula, commandi ng an i nexperienced nultitude or seditious
rabbl e; but Sylla hinself was approaching, the sane who had formerly
bani shed him and since that, had driven Mthridates as far as the
Euxi ne Sea.

Perpl exed with such thoughts as these, and calling to nmind his
bani shrent, and the tedi ous wanderi ngs and dangers he underwent,

both by sea and land, he fell into despondency, nocturnal frights, and
unqui et sleep, still fancying that he heard sone one telling him
t hat -

-the lion's lair
I s dangerous, though the lion be not there."

Above all things fearing to |lie awake, he gave hinself up to
drinki ng deep and besotting hinself at night in a way nost
unsuitable to his age; by all means provoking sleep, as a diversion of
his thoughts. At length, on the arrival of a messenger fromthe sea,
he was seized with new alarns, and so what with his fear for the
future, and what with the burden and satiety of the present, on sone
slight predisposing cause, he fell into a pleurisy, as Posidonius
t he phil osopher relates, who says he visited and conversed with him
when he was sick, about sone business relating to his enbassy. Caius
Piso, an historian, tells us that Marius, wal king after supper wth
his friends, fell into a conversation with them about his past life,
and after reckoning up the several changes of his condition that
from the begi nning had happened to him said, that it did not becone a
prudent man to trust hinself any |longer with fortune; and, thereupon
taking | eave of those that were with him he kept his bed seven
days, and then died.

Sone say his anbition betrayed itself openly in his sickness, and
that he ran into an extravagant frenzy fancying hinself to be
general in the war against Mthridates, throwi ng hinself into such
postures and notions of his body as he had fornerly used when he was
in battle, with frequent shouts and loud cries. Wth so strong and
invincible a desire of being enployed in that business had he been
possessed t hrough his pride and enul ati on. Though he had now |ived
seventy years, and was the first man that ever was chosen seven
ti mes consul, and had an establishnent and riches sufficient for
many ki ngs he yet conplained of his ill-fortune, that he nust now
di e before he had attai ned what he desired. Plato, when he saw his
deat h approachi ng, thanked the guiding providence and fortune of his
life first, that he was born a nan and a Grecian, not a barbarian or a
brute, and next, that he happened to live in Socrates's age. And so,



i ndeed, they say Antipater of Tarsus, in |like manner, at his death,
calling to nmind the happiness that he had enjoyed, did not so nuch
as onit his prosperous voyage to Athens; thus recognizing every favour
of his indulgent fortune with the greatest acknow edgnents, and
carefully saving all to the last in that safest of hunman
treasure-chanbers, the menory. Unmindful and thoughtl ess persons, on
the contrary, let all that occurs to themslip away fromthem as
ti me passes on. Retaining and preserving nothing, they |ose the
enjoynment of their present prosperity by fancying sonething better
to come; whereas by fortune we rmay be prevented to this, but that
cannot be taken fromus. Yet they reject their present success, as
though it did not concern them and do nothing but dream of future
uncertainties; not indeed unnaturally; as till nen have by reason
and education laid a good foundation for external superstructures,
in the seeking after and gathering themthey can never satisfy the
unlinmted desires of their mind

Thus died Marius on the seventeenth day of his seventh consul ship,
to the great joy and content of Rone, which thereby was in good
hopes to be delivered fromthe calanmity of a cruel tyranny; but in a
smal|l time they found that they had only changed their old and
wor n-out master for another, young and vi gorous; so nuch cruelty and
savageness did his son Marius show in nurdering the noblest and nost
approved citizens. At first, being esteened resolute and daring
agai nst his enenies, he was naned the son of Mars, but afterwards, his
actions betraying his contrary disposition, he was called the son of
Venus. At last, besieged by Sylla in Praeneste, where he endeavoured
in many ways, but in vain, to save his life, when on the capture of
the city there was no hope of escape, he killed hinself with his own
hand.

THE END
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