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CLEOMENES

THUS fell Agis. H s brother Archidanus was too quick for Leonidas,
and saved hinself by a tinely retreat. But his wife, then nother of
a young child, he forced fromher own house, and conpelled Agiatis,
for that was her nane, to marry his son C eonenes, though at that tinme
too young for a wife, because he was unwilling that any one el se
shoul d have her, being heiress to her father Gylippus's great
estate; in person the nost youthful and beautiful worman in al
G eece and wel | -conducted in her habits of life. And therefore, they
say, she did all she could that she might not be conpelled to this new
marriage. But being thus united to C eonenes, she indeed hated
Leoni das, but to the youth showed herself a kind and obliging wfe.
He, as soon as they canme together, began to |ove her very nuch, and
the constant Kkindness that she still retained for the menory of Agis
brought somewhat of the Iike feeling in the young man for him so that
he woul d often inquire of her concerning what had passed, and
attentively listen to the story of Agis's purpose and design. Now
O eonenes had a generous and great soul; he was as tenperate and
noderate in his pleasures as Agis, but not so scrupul ous, circunspect,
and gentle. There was sonething of heat and passion always goadi ng him
on, and an inpetuosity and violence in his eagerness to pursue
anyt hi ng whi ch he thought good and just. To have nmen obey himof their
own free-will, he conceived to be the best discipline; but |ikew se,
to subdue resistance, and force themto the better course was, in
hi s opi ni on, conmendabl e and brave.

Thi s disposition nade himdislike the managenment of the city. The
citizens lay dissolved in supine idleness and pl easures, the king
| et everything take its own way, thankful if nobody gave hi m any
di sturbance, nor called himaway fromthe enjoynent of his wealth
and luxury. The public interest was neglected, and each man intent
upon his private gain. It was dangerous, now Agis was killed, so
much as to name such a thing as the exercising and training of their
youth: and to speak of the ancient tenperance, endurance, and
equality, was a sort of treason against the state. It is said also
that C eonenes, whilst a boy, studied phil osophy under Sphaerus, the
Borystenite, who crossed over to Sparta, and spent sone tinme and
trouble in instructing the youth. Sphaerus was one of the first of
Zeno the Citiean's scholars, and it is likely enough that he admred
the manly tenper of C eonenes and inflamed his generous anbition
The anci ent Leonidas, as story tells, being asked what manner of
poet he thought Tyrtaeus, replied, "Good to whet young nmen's courage;"
for being filled with a divine fury by his poens, they rushed into any
danger. And so the Stoic philosophy is a dangerous incentive to strong
and fiery dispositions, but where it conbines with a grave and
gentle tenper, is nost successful in leading it to its proper good.

Upon the death of his father Leoni das, he succeeded, and observing
the citizens of all sorts to be debauched, the rich neglecting the
public good, and intent on their private gain and pl easure, and the
poor distressed in their own hones, and therefore w thout either
spirit for war or anbition to be trained up as Spartans, that he had
only the name of king, and the ephors all the power, he was resol ved
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to change the posture of affairs. He had a friend whose nane was
Xenares, his lover (such an affection the Spartans express by the
term being inspired, or inbreathed with); himhe sounded, and of
hi m he woul d conmonly inquire what manner of king Agis was, by what
nmeans and by what assi stance he began and pursued his designs.
Xenares, at first, willingly conplied with his request, and told him
the whole story, with all the particular circunstances of the actions.
But when he observed C eonenes to be extrenely affected at the
relation, and nore than ordinarily taken with Agis's new nodel of
t he governnent, and begging a repetition of the story, he at first
severely chid him told himhe was frantic, and at last left off al
sort of famliarity and intercourse, yet he never told any nan the
cause of their disagreenment, but would only say, C eonenes knew very
well. C eonenes, finding Xenares averse to his designs, and thinking
all others to be of the same disposition, consulted with none, but
contrived the whol e business by hinself. And considering that it would
be easier to bring about an alteration when the city was at war than
when in peace, he engaged the conmonwealth in a quarrel with the
Achaeans, who had given themfair occasions to conplain. For Aratus, a
man of the greatest power anongst all the Achaeans, designed from
the very beginning to bring all the Pel oponnesians into one conmon
body. And to effect this was the one object of all his many
commander shi ps and his long political course; as he thought this the
only nmeans to nmake thema match for their foreign enemes. Pretty
nearly all the rest agreed to his proposals, only the
Lacedaenoni ans, the El eans, and as many of the Arcadians as inclined
to the Spartan interest, renained unpersuaded. And so as soon as
Leoni das was dead, he began to attack the Arcadi ans, and wasted
those especially that bordered on Achaea; by this neans designing to
try the inclinations of the Spartans, and despising C eonenes as a
youth, and of no experience in affairs of state or war. Upon this, the
ephors sent Cl eonenes to surprise the Athenaeum near Bel bi na, which
is a pass commandi ng an entrance into Laconia, and was then the
subject of litigation with the Megal opolitans. C eonenes possessed
hi msel f of the place, and fortified it, at which action Aratus
showed no public resentnment, but narched by night to surprise Tegea
and Orchonenus. The design failed, for those that were to betray the
cities into his hands turned afraid; so Aratus retreated, imagining
that his design had been undi scovered. But C eonenes wote a sarcastic
letter to him and desired to know as froma friend, whither he
i ntended to march at night; and Aratus answering, that having heard of
his design to fortify Bel bina, he meant to march thither to oppose
him Cl eonenes rejoined that he did not dispute it, but begged to be
infornmed, if he might be allowed to ask the question, why he carried
those torches and | adders with him

Aratus laughing at the jest, and aski ng what nanner of youth this
was, Danocrates, a Spartan exile, replied, "If you have any designs
upon t he Lacedaenoni ans, begin before this young eagle's talons are
grown." Presently after this, Ceonenes, encanping in Arcadia with a
few horse and three hundred foot, received orders fromthe ephors, who
feared to engage in the war, commanding himto return hone; but when
upon his retreat Aratus took Caphyae, they comm ssioned hi m again.
In this expedition he took Methydrium and overran the country of
the Argives; and the Achaeans, to oppose him cane out with an arny of
twenty thousand foot and one thousand horse, under the commuand of
Aristomachus. Cl eonenes faced themat Pallantium and offered
battle, but Aratus, being cowed by his bravery, would not suffer the
general to engage, but retreated anidst the reproaches of the Achaeans
and the derision and scorn of the Spartans, who were not above five
t housand. O eonenes, encouraged by this success, began to speak boldly



anong the citizens, and reninding themof a sentence of one of their
anci ent kings, said, it was in vain now that the Spartans asked not
how many their enenies were, but where they were. After this, marching
to the assistance of the El eans, whomthe Achaeans were attacking,
falling upon the eneny in their retreat near the Lycaeum he put their
whole arny to flight, taking a great nunber of captives, and | eaving
many dead upon the place; so that it was comonly reported anongst the
G eeks that Aratus was slain. But Aratus, naking the best advantage of
the opportunity, imediately after the defeat marched to Mantinea, and
bef ore anybody suspected it, took the city, and put a garrison into
it. Upon this, the Lacedaenoni ans being quite discouraged, and
opposi ng C eonenes' s designs of carrying on the war, he now exerted

hi nsel f to have Archidanus, the brother of Agis, sent for from
Messene, as he, of the other family, had a right to the kingdom and
besi des, C eonenes thought that the power of the ephors would be
reduced, when the kingly state was thus filled up, and raised to its
proper position. But those that were concerned in the nurder of

Agi s, perceiving the design, and fearing that upon Archidanus's return
that they should be called to an account, received himon his coning
privately into town, and joined in bringing himhonme, and presently
after nurdered him Wether C eonmenes was against it, as Phylarchus

t hi nks, or whether he was persuaded by his friends, or let himfal
into their hands, is uncertain; however, they were nost blaned, as
havi ng forced his consent.

He, still resolving to new nodel the state, bribed the ephors to
send himout to war; and won the affections of many others by neans of
his nmother Cratesiclea, who spared no cost and was very zealous to
pronote her son's anbition; and though of herself she had no
inclination to marry, yet for his sake she accepted, as her husband,
one of the chiefest citizens for wealth and power. Cl eonenes, narching
forth with the arny now under his command, took Leuctra, a place
bel ongi ng to Megal opolis; and the Achaeans quickly conming up to resist
himw th a good body of nen commanded by Aratus, in a battle under the
very walls of the city, sone part of his army was routed. But
wher eas Aratus had conmanded t he Achaeans not to pass a deep
wat ercourse, and thus put a stop to the pursuit, Lydi adas, the
Megal opolitan, fretting at the orders, and encouragi ng the horse which
he led, and follow ng the routed eneny, got into a place full of
vi nes, hedges, and ditches; and being forced to break his ranks, began
to retire in disorder. O eonenes, observing the advantage, conmanded
the Tarentines and Cretans to engage him by whom after a brave
defence, he was routed and sl ain. The Lacedaenoni ans, thus encouraged,
fell with a great shout upon the Achaeans, and routed their whole
army. OF the slain, who were very many, the rest C eonenes delivered
up, when the eneny petitioned for them but the body of Lydiadas he
conmanded to be brought to him and then putting on it a purple
robe, and a crown upon its head, sent a convoy with it to the gates of
Megal opolis. This is that Lydiadas who resigned his power as tyrant,
restored liberty to the citizens, and joined the city to the Achaean
i nterest.

O eonenes, being very nuch elated by this success, and persuaded
that if matters were wholly at his disposal he should soon be too hard
for the Achaeans, persuaded Magi stonus, his nother's husband, that
it was expedient for the state to shake off the power of the ephors,
and to put all their wealth into one common stock for the whole
body; thus Sparta, being restored to its old equality, might aspire
again to the command of all G eece. Megistonas liked the design, and
engaged two or three nore of his friends. About that tinme, one of
t he ephors, sleeping in Pasiphaes tenple, dreamed a very surprising
dream for he thought he saw the four chairs renmoved out of the



pl ace where the ephors used to sit and do the business of their

of fice, and one only set there; and whilst he wondered, he heard a

voi ce out of the tenple, saying, "This is best for Sparta." The person
telling Cleonenes this dream he was a little troubled at first,
fearing that he used this as a trick to sift him upon sone

suspi cion of his design, but when he was satisfied that the relator
spoke truth, he took heart again. And carrying with himthose whom

he thought woul d be npbst against his project, he took Heraea and

Al saea two towns in | eague with the Achaeans, furnished O chonenus

wi th provisions, encanped before Mantinea, and with | ong marches up
and down so harassed the Lacedaenoni ans that many of themat their own
request were left behind in Arcadia, while he with the nercenaries
went on toward Sparta, and by the way conmmuni cated his design to those
whom he thought fitted for his purpose, and marched slowy, that he

m ght catch the ephors at supper.

When he was cone near the city, he sent Euryclidas to the public
tabl e, where the ephors supped, under pretence of carrying sone
nmessage fromhimfromthe arny; Therycion, Phoebis, and two of those
who had been bred up with C eonenes, whomthey call nothaces, foll owed
with a few soldiers; and whilst Euryclidas was delivering his
nmessage to the ephors, they ran upon themw th their drawn swords
and slew them The first of them Agylaeus, on receiving the bl ow,
fell, and lay as dead; but in alittle tine quietly raising hinself,
and drawi ng hinself out of the room he crept, w thout being
di scovered, into a little building which was dedicated to Fear, and
whi ch al ways used to be shut, but then by chance was open; and bei ng
got in, he shut the door, and lay close. The other four were Kkilled,
and above ten nore that cane to their assistance; to those that were
qui et they did no harm stopped none that fled fromthe city and
spared Agyl aeus when he cane out of the tenple the next day.

The Lacedaenoni ans have not only sacred places dedicated to Fear
but also to Death, Laughter, and the |ike Passions. Now they worship
Fear, not as they do supernatural powers which they dread, esteening
it hurtful, but thinking their polity is chiefly kept up by fear
Therefore the ephors, Aristotle is ny author, when they entered upon
their government, made proclamation to the people, that they should
shave their nustaches and be obedient to the laws, that the | aws night

not be hard upon them naking, | suppose, this trivial injunction to
accustomtheir youth to obedi ence even in the smallest matters. And
the ancients, | think, did not imagine bravery to be plain

fearl essness, but a cautious fear of blane and disgrace. For those
that show nost tinmdity towards the | aws are nost bold against their
enem es; and those are | east afraid of any danger who are nost
afraid of a just reproach. Therefore it was well said that-

"A reverence still attends on fear;"
and by Honer, -

"Feared you shall be, dear father, and revered;"
and agai n, -

"I'n silence fearing those that bore the sway;"
for the generality of nen are nost ready to reverence those whom
they fear. And, therefore, the Lacedaenoni ans pl aced the tenple of
Fear by the Syssitiumof the ephors, having raised that nagi stracy

to al nost royal authority.
The next day, Cl eonenes proscribed eighty of the citizens whom he



t hought necessary to bani sh, and renoved all the seats of the

ephors, except one, in which he hinself designed to sit and give

audi ence; and calling the citizens together he nade an apol ogy for his
proceedi ngs, saying, that by Lycurgus, the counsel of Elders was
joined to the kings, and that that of governnent had continued a

long tine, and no other sort of magistrates had been wanted. But
afterwards, in the long war with the Messeni ans, when the Kkings,
having to command the army, found no tine to adninister justice,

they chose sone of their friends, and left themto determine the suits
of the citizens in their stead. These were called ephors, and at first
behaved t hensel ves as servants to the kings; but afterwards, by
degrees, they appropriated the power to thenselves, and erected a

di stinct magi stracy. An evidence of the truth of this was the custom
still observed by the kings, who, when the ephors send for them
refuse, upon the first and the second sumons, to go, but upon the
third rise up and attend them And Asteropus, the first that raised
the ephors to that height of power, lived a great nmany years after
their institution. So long, therefore, he continued, as they contained
thenselves within their own proper sphere, it had been better to

bear with themthan to nake a disturbance. But that an upstart

i ntroduced power should so far subvert the ancient form of

governnment as to banish sonme kings, nurder others, w thout hearing
their defence, and threaten those who desired to see the best and nost
divine constitution restored in Sparta, was not to be borne.

Therefore, if it had been possible for himw thout bloodshed to free
Lacedaermon fromthose foreign plagues, |uxury, sunptuosity, debts, and
usury, and fromthose yet nore ancient evils, poverty and riches, he
shoul d have t hought hinself the happiest king in the world, to have
succeeded, like an expert physician, in curing the diseases of his
country w thout pain. But now, in this necessity, Lycurgus's exanple
favoured his proceedi ngs, who being neither king nor nagistrate, but a
private man, and aining at the ki ngdom canme arned into the

mar ket - pl ace, so that King Charillus fled in alarmto the altar. He,
being a good man, and a lover of his country, readily concurred in
Lycurgus's designs, and adnitted the revolution in the state. But,

by his own actions, Lycurgus had neverthel ess borne witness that it
was difficult to change the governnent wi thout force and fear, in

the use of which he hinmself, he said, had been so nobderate as to do no
nore than put out of the way those who opposed thenselves to

Sparta's happi ness and safety. For the rest of the nation, he told
them the whole | and was now their common property; debtors should

be cleared of their debts, and exani nati on nade of those who were

not citizens, that the bravest nen mght thus be nade free Spartans,
and give aid in arms to save the city, and "we," he said, "may no

| onger see Laconia, for want of nmen to defend it, wasted by the
Aetolians and Illyrians."

Then he hinself first, with his step-father, Mgistonas, and his
friends, gave up all their wealth into one public stock, and all the
other citizens followed the exanple. The I and was divided, and every
one that he had bani shed had a share assigned him for he prom sed
to restore all as soon as things were settled and in quiet. And
conpl eting the nunmber of citizens out of the best and npbst prom sing
of the country people, he raised a body of four thousand nen; and
i nstead of a spear, taught themto use a sarissa, with both hands, and
to carry their shields by a band, and not by a handle, as before.
After this he began to consult about the education of the youth, and
the Discipline, as they call it; nost of the particulars of which
Sphaerus, being then at Sparta, assisted in arranging; and in a
short time the schools of exercise and the comon tabl es recovered
their ancient decency and order, a few out of necessity, but the



nmost voluntarily, returning to that generous and Laconic way of

living. And, that the nanme of nonarch m ght give them no jeal ousy,

he made Euclidas, his brother, partner in the throne; and that was the
only time that Sparta had two kings of the sane famly

Then, understandi ng that the Achaeans and Aratus inmagi ned that
this change had di sturbed and shaken his affairs, and that he would
not venture out of Sparta and |leave the city now unsettled in the
m dst of so great an alteration, he thought it great and serviceable
to his designs to show his enenies the zeal and forwardness of his
troops. And, therefore, naking an incursion into the territories of
Megal opolis, he wasted the country far and wi de, and coll ected
consi derabl e booty. And at |ast, taking a conpany of actors as they
were travelling from Messene, and building a theatre in the eneny's
country, and offering a prize of forty mince in value, he sat
spectator a whole day; not that he either desired or needed such
anusenment, but w shing to show his disregard for his enenmies, and by a
di splay of his contenpt, to prove the extent of his superiority to
them For his alone, of all the Greek or royal arnies, had no
stage-pl ayers, no jugglers, no dancing or singing wonen attending it
but was free fromall sorts of |ooseness, wantonness, and festivity,
the young nen being for the nost part at their exercises, and the
old nen giving themlessons, or, at leisure tines, diverting
thenselves with their native jests, and quick Laconi an answers; the
good results of which we have noticed in the life of Lycurgus.

He hinself instructed all by his exanple; he was a living pattern of
tenperance before every nan's eyes; and his course of |iving was
neither nore stately, nor nore expensive, nor in any way nore
pretentious, than that of his people. And this was a considerable
advantage to himin his designs on G eece. For nmen when they waited
upon other kings did not so nuch admire their wealth, costly
furniture, and nunmerous attendance, as they hated their pride and
state, their difficulty of access, and inperious answers to their
addresses. But when they cane to C eonenes, who was both really a king
and bore that title, and saw no purple, no robes of state upon him no
couches and litters about himfor his ease, and that he did not
recei ve requests and return answers after a long delay and difficulty,
t hrough a nunmber of messengers and door- keepers, or by nenorials,
but that he rose and cane forward in any dress he ni ght happen to be
wearing, to neet those that canme to wait upon him stayed, talked
freely and affably with all that had business, they were extrenely
taken, and won to his service, and professed that he al one was the
true son of Hercules. H's common every-day's neal was in an ordinary
room very sparing, and after the Laconic manner; and when he
ent ertai ned anbassadors, or strangers, two nore couches were added,
and a little better dinner provided by his servants, but no
savouring sauces or sweetneats; only the dishes were larger, and the
wine nore plentiful. For he reproved one of his friends for
entertaining sone strangers with nothing but barley bread and bl ack
broth, such diet as they usually had in their phiditia; saying that
upon such occasions, and when they entertained strangers, it was not
well to be too exact Laconians. After the table was renoved, a stand
was brought in with a brass vessel full of wine, two silver bows,
whi ch hel d about a pint apiece, a few silver cups, of which he that
pl eased m ght drink, but wi ne was not urged on any of the guests.
There was no nusic, nor was any required; for he entertained the
conmpany hinsel f, sonetinmes asking questions, sonetines telling
stories; and his conversation was neither too grave or disagreeably
serious, nor yet in any way rude or ungraceful in its pleasantry.

For he thought those ways of entrapping nmen by gifts and presents,
whi ch ot her Kkings use, dishonest and artificial; and it seened to



himto be the nost noble nethod, and nost suitable to a king, to win
the affections of those that came near him by personal intercourse
and agreeabl e conversation, since between a friend and a nmercenary the
only distinction is, that we gain the one by one's character and
conversation, the other by one's noney.

The Mantineans were the first that requested his aid; and when he
entered their city by night, they aided himto expel the Achaean
garrison, and put thenselves under his protection. He restored them
their polity and | aws, and the sane day marched to Tegea; and a little
while after, fetching a conpass through Arcadia, he nade a descent
upon Pherae, in Achaea, intending to force Aratus to a battle, or
bring himinto disrepute for refusing to engage, and suffer himto
waste the country. Hyperbatas at that tinme was general, but Aratus had
all the power anongst the Achaeans, marching forth with their whole
strength, and encanping in Dynmae, near the Hecatonbaeum C eonenes
came up, and thinking it not advisable to pitch between Dynae, a
city of the enem es, and the canp of the Achaeans, he boldly dared the
Achaeans, and forced themto a battle, and routing their phalanx, slew
a great many in the fight, and took many prisoners, and thence
marchi ng to Langon, and driving out the Achaean garrison, he
restored the city to the El eans.

The affair of the Achaeans being in this unfortunate condition
Aratus, who was wont to take the office every other year, refused
t he conmand, though they entreated and urged himto accept it. And
this was ill-done, when the stormwas high, to put the power out of
his own hands, and set another to the helm C eonenes at first
proposed fair and easy conditions by his anmbassadors to the
Achaeans, but afterwards he sent others, and required the chief
conmand to be settled upon him in other matters offering to agree
to reasonable terns, and to restore their captives and their
country. The Achaeans were willing to conme to an agreenent upon
those terns, and invited C eonenes to Lerna, where an assenbly was
to be held; but it happened that C eonenes, hastily marching on, and
drinking water at a wong tine, brought up a quantity of blood and
| ost his voice; therefore being unable to continue his journey, he
sent the chiefest of the captives to the Achaeans, and, putting off
the nmeeting for sone tine, retired to Lacedaenon

This ruined the affairs of Greece, which was just beginning in
sonme sort to recover fromits disasters, and to show sonme capability
of delivering itself fromthe insolence and rapacity of the
Macedoni ans. For Aratus (whether fearing or distrusting C eonenes,
or envying his unl ooked-for success, or thinking it a disgrace for him
who had commanded thirty-three years to have a young man succeed to
all his glory and his power, and be head of that governnent which he
had been raising and settling so many years), first endeavoured to
keep the Achaeans fromclosing with C eonenes; but when they woul d not
hearken to him for Cl eonenes' daring spirit, and thinking the
Lacedaenoni ans' proposals to be very reasonabl e, who designed only
to reduce Pel oponnesus to its own nodel, upon this he took his |ast
refuge in an action which was unbecom ng any of the G eeks, nost
di shonourable to him and nost unworthy his forner bravery and
exploits. For he called Antigonus into Greece and filled
Pel oponnesus wi th Macedoni ans, whom he hinsel f, when a youth, having
beaten their garrison out of the castle of Corinth, had driven from
the same country. And there had been constant suspicion and variance
between himand all the kings, and of Antigonus, in particular, he has
said a thousand di shonourable things in the conmentaries he has left
behind him And t hough he decl ares hinself how he suffered
consi derabl e 1 osses, and underwent great dangers, that he might free
Athens fromthe garrison of the Macedoni ans, yet, afterwards, he



brought the very sanme nmen arned into his own country, and his own
house, even to the wonen's apartnment. He would not endure that one
of the famly of Hercules, and king of Sparta, and one that reforned
the polity of his country, as it were, froma di sordered harnony,
and returned it to the plain Doric neasure and rule of life of
Lycurgus, should be styled head of the Tritaeans and Sicyoni ans; and
whil st he fled the barl ey-cake and coarse coat, and, which were his
chi ef accusations agai nst C eonenes, the extirpation of wealth and
reformati on of poverty, he basely subjected hinself, together wth
Achaea, to the diadem and purple, to the inperious conmands of the
Macedoni ans and their satraps. That he nmight not seemto be under

Cl eonmenes, he offered sacrifices, called Antigonea, in honour of

Anti gonus, and sang paeans hinself, with a garland on his head, to the
prai se of a wasted, consunptive Macedonian. | wite this not out of
any design to disgrace Aratus, for in nmany things he showed hinself
a true lover of Greece, and a great man, but out of pity to the
weakness of human nature, which, in characters like this, so worthy
and in so many ways di sposed to virtue, cannot nmaintain its honours
unbl eni shed by sone envious fault.

The Achaeans neeting again in assenbly at Argas, and Cl eonenes
havi ng come from Tegea, there were great hopes that all differences
woul d be conposed. But Aratus, Antigonus and he havi ng al ready
agreed upon the chief articles of their |eague, fearing that C eonenes
woul d carry all before him and either win or force the nultitude to
conply with his commands, proposed that, having three hundred hostages
put into his hands, he should cone alone into the town, or bring his
arny to the place of exercise, called the Cyllarabium outside the
city, and treat there.

Cl eonenes, hearing this, said that he was unjustly dealt with; for
t hey ought to have told himso plainly at first, and not now he was
cone even to their doors, show their jealousy and deny him
adm ssion. And witing a letter to the Achaeans about the sane
subject, the greatest part of which was an accusation of Aratus, while
Aratus, on the other side, spoke violently against himto the
assenbly, he hastily dislodged, and sent a trunpeter to denounce war
agai nst the Achaeans, not to Argos, but to Aegium as Aratus wites,
that he might not give them notice enough to nake provision for
their defence. There had al so been a novenent anong the Achaeans
themsel ves, and the cities were eager for revolt; the comon people
expecting a division of the land, and a release fromtheir debts,
and the chief nen being in many places ill-disposed to Aratus, and
sone of them angry and indignant with himfor having brought the
Macedoni ans i nto Pel oponnesus. Encouraged by these
nm sunder st andi ngs, C eonenes invaded Achaea, and first took Pellene by
surprise, and beat out the Achaean garrison, and afterwards brought
over Pheneus and Pentelleumto his side. Now the Achaeans,
suspecting sonme treacherous designs at Corinth and Sicyon, sent
their horse and nercenaries out of Argos, to have an eye upon those
cities, and they thenselves went to Argos to cel ebrate the Nenean
ganes. Cl eonenes, advertised of this march, and hoping, as it
afterwards fell out, that upon an unexpected advance to the city,
now busied in the solemity of the ganmes, and thronged w th nunerous
spectators, he should raise a considerable terror and confusion
anongst them by night, marched with his arnmy to the walls, and
taking the quarter of the town called Aspis, which |lies above the
theatre, well fortified, and hard to be approached, he so terrified
them that none offered to resist, but they agreed to accept a
garrison, to give twenty citizens for hostages, and to assist the
Lacedaenoni ans, and that he should have the chief conmand.

This action considerably increased his reputation and his power; for



the anci ent Spartan kings, though they in many ways endeavoured to
effect it, could never bring Argos to be permanently theirs. And
Pyrrhus, the npbst experienced captain, though he entered the city by
force, could not keep possession, but was slain hinself, with a

consi derabl e part of his arny. Therefore they adm red the despatch and
contrivance of Cl eonenes; and those that before derided him for
imtating, as they said, Solon and Lycurgus, in releasing the people
fromtheir debts, and in equalizing the property of the citizens, were
now fain to adnmit that this was the cause of the change in the
Spartans. For before they were very lowin the world, and so unable to
secure their own, that the Aetolians, invading Laconia brought away
fifty thousand slaves; so that one of the elder Spartans is reported
to have said, that they had done Laconia a ki ndness by unburdening it;
and yet a little while after, by merely recurring once again to

their native custonms, and re-entering the track of the ancient
discipline, they were able to give, as though it had been under the
eyes and conduct of Lycurgus hinself, the nost signal instances of
courage and obedi ence, raising Sparta to her ancient place as the
commandi ng state of Greece, and recovering all Pel oponnesus.

When Argos was captured, and O eonae and Phlius cane over, as they
did at once, to C eonenes, Aratus was at Corinth, searching after sone
who were reported to favour the Spartan interest. The news, being
brought to him disturbed himvery much; for he perceived the city
inclining to C eonenes, and willing to be rid of the Achaeans.
Ther ef ore he summoned the citizens to nmeet in the Council Hall, and
slipping away wi thout being observed to the gate, he mounted his horse
that had been brought for himthither, and fled to Sicyon. And the
Corint hi ans nade such haste to C eonenes at Argos, that, as Aratus
says, striving who should be first there, they spoiled all their
horses; he adds that C eonenes was very angry with the Corinthians for
letting himescape; and that Megi stonas came from C eonenes to him
desiring himto deliver up the castle at Corinth, which was then
garrisoned by the Achaeans, and offered hima considerabl e sum of
noney, and that he answered that matters were not now in his power,
but he in theirs. Thus Aratus hinself wites. But C eonenes,
mar chi ng from Argos, and taking in the Troezeni ans, Epidaurians, and
Her ni oneans, canme to Corinth, and bl ocked up the castle, which the
Achaeans woul d not surrender; and sending for Aratus's friends and
stewards, conmitted his house and estate to their care and nanagenent;
and sent Tritynmallus, the Messenian, to hima second tinme, desiring
that the castle m ght be equally garrisoned by the Spartans and
Achaeans, and pronising to Aratus hinself double the pension that he
received fromKing Ptoleny. But Aratus, refusing the conditions, and
sendi ng his own son with the other hostages to Antigonus, and
per suadi ng the Achaeans to nake a decree for delivering the castle
into Antigonus's hands, upon this C eonenes invaded the territory of
the Sicyonians, and by a decree of the Corinthians, accepted
Aratus's estate as a gift.

In the meantine Antigonus, with a great arny, was passi ng Geranea;
and Cl eonmenes, thinking it nore advisable to fortify and garrison, not
the isthnus, but the nmountains called Onea, and by a war of posts
and positions to weary the Macedoni ans, rather than to venture a set
battle with the highly disciplined phal anx, put his design into
execution, and very nuch distressed Antigonus. For he had not
brought victuals sufficient for his arnmy; nor was it easy to force a
way through whil st C eonenes guarded the pass. He attenpted by night
to pass through Lechaeum but failed and | ost sone nmen; so that
O eonenes and his arny were mightily encouraged, and so flushed with
the victory, that they went nmerrily to supper; and Antigonus was
very much dej ected, being driven, by the necessity he was in, to



nost unpronising attenpts. He was proposing to march to the pronontory
of Heraeum and thence transport his arny in boats to Sicyon, which
woul d take up a great deal of time, and require much preparation and
means. But when it was now evening, some of Aratus's friends canme from
Argos by sea, and invited himto return, for the Argives would

revolt from O eonenes. Aristoteles was the man that w ought the
revolt, and he had no hard task to persuade the conmmon people; for
they were all angry with C eonenes for not releasing themfromtheir
debts as they expected. Accordingly, obtaining fifteen hundred of
Antigonus's soldiers, Aratus sailed to Epidaurus; but Aristoteles, not
staying for his comng, drew out the citizens, and fought agai nst

the garrison of the castle; and Ti noxenus, with the Achaeans from

Si cyon, came to his assistance.

Cl eonmenes heard the news about the second watch of the night, and
sendi ng for Megistonas, angrily commanded himto go and set things
right at Argos. Megi stonas had passed his word for the Argives'
| oyalty, and had persuaded himnot to banish the suspected. Therefore,
despatching himw th two thousand sol diers, he hinmself kept watch upon
Anti gonus, and encouraged the Corinthians, pretending that there was
no great matter in the commotions at Argos, but only a little
di sturbance raised by a few inconsiderabl e persons. But when
Megi st onas, entering Argos, was slain, and the garrison could scarce
hol d out, and frequent nessengers cane to C eonenes for succours, he
fearing |l est the eneny, having taken Argos, should shut up the
passes and securely waste Laconia, and besiege Sparta itself, which he
had | eft without forces, dislodged fromCorinth, and i medi ately
lost that city; for Antigonus entered it and garrisoned the town. He
turned aside fromhis direct march, and assaulting the walls of Argos,
endeavoured to carry it by a sudden attack; and then, having collected
his forces fromtheir march, breaking into the Aspis, he joined the
garrison, which still held out against the Achaeans; sonme parts of the
city he scaled and took, and his Cretan archers cleared the streets.
But when he saw Antigonus with his phal anx descending fromthe
nmountains into the plain, and the horse on all sides entering the
city, he thought it inmpossible to naintain his post, and, gathering
together all his nmen, cane safely down and nmade his retreat under
the walls, having in so short a tine possessed hinself of great power,
and in one journey, so to say, having nade hinmself naster of al
Pel oponnesus, and now lost all again in as short a tine. For sone of
his allies at once withdrew and forsook him and others not |ong after
put their cities under Antigonus's protection. Hi s hopes thus
defeated, as he was | eading back the relics of his forces,
nmessengers from Lacedaenon nmet himin the evening at Tegea, and
brought himnews of as great a misfortune as that which he had
lately suffered, and this was the death of his wife, to whom he was so
attached and thought so much of her that even in his nbst successfu
expedi ti ons, when he was nost prosperous, he could not refrain, but
woul d every now and then conme hone to Sparta, to visit Agiatis.

This news afflicted himextrenely, and he grieved, as a young man
woul d do, for the loss of a very beautiful and excellent wife; yet
he did not let his passion disgrace himor inpair the greatness of his
m nd, but keeping his usual voice, his countenance, and his habit,
he gave necessary orders to his captains, and took the precautions
required for the safety of Tegea. Next norning he cane to Sparta,
and having at home, with his nother and children, bewailed the |oss,
and finished his nmourning, he at once devoted hinmself to the public
affairs of the state.

Now Ptol ey, the king of Egypt, promnised him assistance, but
demanded hi s not her and children for hostages. This, for sone
consi derabl e tinme, he was ashaned to discover to his nother; and



t hough he often went to her on purpose, and was just upon the

di scourse, yet he still refrained, and kept it to hinself; so that she
began to suspect, and asked his friends, whether C eonenes had
sonething to say to her, which he was afraid to speak. At |ast,

Cl eonenes venturing to tell her, she |laughed al oud, and said, "Was
this the thing that you had so often a mind to tell nme, and were
afrai d? Make haste and put ne on ship-board, and send this carcass
where it may be nost serviceable to Sparta, before age destroys it
unprofitably here." Therefore, all things being provided for the
voyage, they went by land to Taenarus, and the arnmy waited on them
Cratesiclea, when she was ready to go on board, took C eonenes aside
into Neptune's tenple and enbracing him who was nuch dejected and
extremely di sconposed, she said, "Go to, King of Sparta; when we

cone forth at the door, |let none see us weep, or show any passion that
is unworthy of Sparta, for that alone is in our own power; as for
success or disappointnment, those wait on us as the deity decrees."
Havi ng thus sai d and conposed her countenance, she went to the ship
with her little grandson, and bade the pilot put at once out to sea.
When she cane to Egypt, and understood that Ptol eny entertained
proposal s and overtures of peace from Antigonus, and that C eonenes,

t hough the Achaeans invited and urged himto an agreenent, was afraid,
for her sake, to cone to any, w thout Ptolemnmy's consent, she wote

to him advising himto do that which was nost beconi ng and nost
profitable for Sparta, and not, for the sake of an old wonman and a
little child, stand always in fear of Ptoleny. This character she

mai ntai ned i n her nisfortunes.

Anti gonus, having taken Tegea, and pl undered O chonmenus and
Mant i nea, C eonmenes was shut up within the narrow bounds of Laconi a;
and naki ng such of the helots as could pay five Attic pounds free of
Sparta, and, by that neans, getting together five hundred talents, and
arm ng two thousand after the Macedoni an fashion, that he m ght nmake a
body fit to oppose Antigonus's Leucaspi des, he undertook a great and
unexpected enterprise. Megalopolis was at that tine a city of itself
as great and as powerful as Sparta, and had the forces of the Achaeans
and of Antigonus encanping beside it; and it was chiefly the
Megal opol i tans' doing, that Antigonus had been called in to assist the
Achaeans. O eonenes, resolving to snatch the city (no other word so
well suits so rapid and so surprising an action), ordered his nmen to
take five days' provision, and marched to Sellasia, as if he
i ntended to ravage the country of the Argives; but fromthence
maki ng a descent into the territories of Megal opolis, and refreshing
his army about Rhoeteum he suddenly took the road by Helicus, and
advanced directly upon the city. Wen he was not far off the town,
he sent Panteus, with two reginments, to surprise a portion of the wal
bet ween two towers, which he learnt to be the nobst unguarded quarter
of the Megalopolitans' fortifications, and with the rest of his forces
he followed | eisurely. Panteus not only succeeded at that point, but
finding a great part of the wall without guards, he at once
proceeded to pull it down in sone places, and make openings through it
in others, and killed all the defenders that he found. Whilst he was
t hus busi ed, C eonenes canme up to him and was got with his arny
within the city, before the Megal opolitans knew of the surprise. \Wen
after some tinme, they learned their msfortune, sone left the town
i medi ately, taking with them what property they could; others arned
and engaged t he eneny; and though they were not able to beat them out,
yet they gave their citizens tinme and opportunity safely to retire, so
that there were not above one thousand persons taken in the town,
all the rest flying, with their wives and children, and escaping to
Messene. The greater nunber, also, of those that armed and fought
the eneny were saved, and very few taken, anpongst whom were



Lysandri das and Thearidas, two nen of great power and reputation
anongst the Megal opolitans; and therefore the soldiers, as soon as
they were taken, brought themto C eonenes. And Lysandridas, as soon
as he saw d eonenes afar off, cried out, "Now, King of Sparta, it is
in your power, by doing a nost kingly and a nobler action than you
have already perfornmed, to purchase the greatest glory." And

O eonenes, guessing at his neaning, replied, "Wat, Lysandridas, you

will not surely advise nme to restore your city to you again?" "It is
that which I mean," Lysandridas replied; "and | advise you not to ruin
so brave a city, but to fill it with faithful and steadfast friends

and allies, by restoring their country to the Megal opolitans, and
bei ng the saviour of so considerable a people." O eonenes paused a
while, and then said: "It is very hard to trust so far in these
matters; but with us let profit always yield to glory." Having said
this, he sent the two men to Messene with a herald from hinself,

of fering the Megal opolitans their city again, if they would forsake
the Achaean interest, and be on his side. But though C eonenes nade

t hese generous and humane proposal s, Philopoenen woul d not suffer them
to break their |eague with the Achaeans; and accusing C eonenes to the
people, as if his design was not to restore the city, but to take

the citizens too, he forced Theari das and Lysandridas to | eave
Messene.

This was that Phil opoenen who was afterwards chief of the Achaeans
and a man of the greatest reputation anongst the G eeks, as | have
related in his owm life. This news conming to O eonenes, though he
had before taken strict care that the city should not be plundered,
yet then, being in anger, and out of all patience, he despoiled the
pl ace of all the valuables, and sent the statues and pictures to
Sparta; and denolishing a great part of the city, he marched away
for fear of Antigonus and the Achaeans; but they never stirred, for
they were at Aegium at a council of war. There Aratus nounted the
speaker's place, and wept a long while, holding his mantl e before
his face; and at l|last, the conmpany being amazed, and commandi ng himto
speak, he said, "Megalopolis is destroyed by C eonenes." The
assenbly instantly dissolved, the Achaeans bei ng astounded at the
suddenness and greatness of the |loss; and Antigonus, intending to send
speedy succours, when he found his forces gather very slowy out of
their winter-quarters, sent themorders to continue there still; and
he himself marched to Argos with a small body of men. And now the
second enterprise of O eonenes, though it had the |look of a
desperate and frantic adventure, yet in Pol ybius's opinion, was done
with mature deliberation and great foresight. For know ng very well
that the Macedoni ans were dispersed into their winter-quarters, and
that Antigonus with his friends and a few nercenaries about him
wintered in Argos, upon these considerations he invaded the country of
the Argives, hoping to shanme Antigonus to a battle upon unequal ternms,
or else if he did not dare to fight, to bring himinto disrepute
with the Achaeans. And this accordingly happened. For C eonenes
wasting, plundering, and spoiling the whole country, the Argives, in
grief and anger at the | oss, gathered in crowds at the king' s gates,
crying out that he should either fight, or surrender his command to
better and braver nen. But Antigonus, as becane an experienced
captain, accounting it rather dishonourable foolishly to hazard his
army and quit his security, than nerely to be railed at by other
peopl e, would not nmarch out against C eonenes, but stood firmto his
convictions. Ceonenes, in the nmeantinme, brought his arnmy up to the
very walls, and having w thout opposition spoiled the country, and
i nsulted over his enem es, drew off again.

Alittle while after, being informed that Antigonus designed a new
advance to Tegea, and thence to invade Laconia, he rapidly took his



soldiers, and marching by a side-road, appeared early in the norning
bef ore Argos, and wasted the fields about it. The corn he did not

cut down, as is usual, with reapi ng books and knives, but beat it down
wi th great wooden staves nmade |ike broadswords, as if, in nere
contenpt and wanton scorn, while travelling on his way, w thout any
effort or trouble, he spoiled and destroyed their harvest. Yet when
his soldiers would have set Cyllabaris, the exercise ground, on

fire, he stopped the attenpt, as if he felt that the m schief he had
done at Megal opolis had been the effort of his passion rather than his

wi sdom And when Antigonus, first of all, cane hastily back to
Argos, and then occupi ed the nountains and passes with his posts, he
professed to disregard and despise it all; and sent heralds to ask for

the keys of the tenple of Juno, as though he proposed to offer
sacrifice there and then return. And with this scornful pleasantry
upon Antigonus, having sacrificed to the goddess under the walls of
the tenple, which was shut, he went to Phlius; and fromthence driving
out those that garrisoned Aigyrtus, he marched down to O chonenus
And these enterprises not only encouraged the citizens, but made him
appear to the very enenmes to be a man worthy of high command, and
capabl e of great things. For with the strength of one city, not only
to fight the power of the Macedoni ans and all the Pel oponnesi ans,
supported by all the royal treasures, not only to preserve Laconia
from being spoiled, but to waste the eneny's country, and to take so
many and such considerable cities, was an argunent of no comon

skill and genius for conmmand.

But he that first said that noney was the sinews of affairs, seens
especially in that saying to refer to war. Demades, when the Athenians
had voted that their galleys should be | aunched and equi pped for
action, but could produce no noney, told them "The baker was wanted
first, and the pilot after." And the old Archidanus, in the
begi nni ng of the Pel oponnesi an war, when the allies desired that the
amount of their contributions should be determined, is reported to
have answered, that war cannot be fed upon so nuch a day. For as
wrestlers, who have thoroughly trained and, disciplined their
bodies, in tinme tire down and exhaust the nost agile and nost
skil ful combatant, so Antigonus, coming to the war with great
resources to spend from wore out C eonenes, whose poverty nade it
difficult for himto provide the nerest sufficiency of pay for the
nmercenaries, or of provisions for the citizens. For, in all other
respects, tine favoured C eonenes; for Antigonus's affair at home
began to be disturbed. For the barbarians wasted and overran Macedoni a
whil st he was absent, and at that particular time a vast arny of
Il'lyrians had entered the country; to be freed from whose
devastati ons, the Macedoni ans sent for Antigonus, and the letters
had al nost been brought to him before the battle was fought upon the
recei pt of which he would at once have narched away home and |eft
the Achaeans to | ook to thensel ves. But Fortune, that |oves to
determine the greatest affairs by a mnute, in this conjuncture showed
such an exact niceness of tinme, that inmediately after the battle in
Sel I asi a was over, and Cl eonenes had lost his army and his city, the
nmessengers cane up and called for Antigonus. And this above everything
made Cl eonenes's misfortune to be pitied; for if he had gone on
retreating and had forborne fighting two days |onger, there had been
no need of hazarding a battle; since upon the departure of the
Macedoni ans, he ni ght have had what conditions he pleased fromthe
Achaeans. But now, as was said before, for want of noney, being
necessitated to trust everything to arns, he was forced with twenty
t housand (such is Polybius's account), to engage thirty thousand.

And approving hinmself an adnirable conmander in this difficulty, his
citizens showi ng an extraordi nary courage, and his nercenaries bravery



enough, he was overborne by the different way of fighting, and the
wei ght of the heavy-arnmed phal anx. Phylarchus also affirns that the
treachery of sonme about himwas the chief cause of Cl eonenes's ruin.

For Antigonus gave orders that the Illyrians and Acarnani ans
shoul d march round by a secret way, and enconpass the other w ng,
whi ch Euclidas, Ceonenes's brother, comanded; and then drew out
the rest of his forces to the battle. And Cl eonenes, from a conveni ent
rising, viewing his order, and not seeing any of the Illyrians and
Acar nani ans, began to suspect that Antigonus had sent them upon sone
such design; and calling for Danptel es, who was at the head of those
specially appointed to such anmbush duty, he bade himcarefully to | ook
after and di scover the eneny's designs upon his rear. But Danoteles,
for sone say Antigonus had bribed him telling himthat he should
not be solicitous about that matter, for all was well enough, but nind
and fight those that met himin the front, he was satisfied, and
advanced agai nst Antigonus; and by the vigorous charge of his
Spartans, made the Macedoni an phal anx give ground, and pressed upon
themwi th great advantage about half a mile; but then making a
stand, and seeing the danger which the surroundi ng wi ng, conmanded
by his brother Euclidas, was in, he cried out, "Thou art |ost, dear
brother, thou art lost, thou brave exanple to our