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MARCELLUS

THEY say that Marcus O audi us, who was five tinmes consul of the
Romans, was the son of Marcus; and that he was the first of his fanmily
called Marcellus; that is, martial, as Posidonius affirns. He was,

i ndeed, by long experience, skilful in the art of war, of a strong
body, valiant of hand, and by natural inclinations addicted to war.
Thi s high tenper and heat he showed conspicuously in battle; in

ot her respects he was nodest and obliging, and so far studi ous of
Greek |l earning and discipline, as to honour and admire those that
excelled in it, though he did not hinmself attain a proficiency in them
equal to his desire, by reason of his enploynments. For if ever there
were any nen whom as Honer says, Heaven

"Fromtheir first youth unto their utnost age
Appoi nted the | aborious wars to wage,"

certainly they were the chief Romans of that tinme; who in their
youth had war with the Carthaginians in Sicily, in their mddl e age
with the Gauls in the defence of Italy itself; and at |ast, when now
grown ol d, struggled again with Hanni bal and the Carthagi ni ans, and
wanted in their [atest years what is granted to nost nmen, exenption
frommlitary toils; their rank and their great qualities still making
them be call ed upon to undertake the comand.

Marcel lus, ignorant or unskillful of no kind of fighting, in
singl e conbat surpassed hinsel f; he never declined a challenge, and
never accepted without killing his challenger. In Sicily, he protected
and saved his brother Qtacilius when surrounded in battle, and slew
the eneni es that pressed upon him for which act he was by the
general s, while he was yet but young, presented with crowns and
ot her honourabl e rewards; and, his good qualities nmore and nore
di spl ayi ng t hensel ves, he was created Curule Aedile by the people
and by the high priests Augur; which is that priesthood to which
chiefly the | aw assigns the observation of auguries. In his
Aedi | eship, a certain nischance brought himto the necessity of
bringing an i npeachnent into the senate. He had a son named Marcus, of
great beauty, in the flower of his age, and no less adnired for the
goodness of his character. This youth, Capitolinus, a bold and
ill-mannered man, Marcellus's coll eague, sought to abuse. The boy at
first hinself repelled him but when the other again persecuted him
told his father. Marcellus, highly indignhant, accused the man in the
senate: where he, having appealed to the tribunes of the people,
endeavoured by various shifts and exceptions to elude the inpeachnent;
and, when the tribunes refused their protection, by flat denial
rejected the charge. As there was no witness of the fact, the senate
thought fit to call the youth hinmself before them on w tnessing whose
bl ushes and tears, and shanme nmixed with the highest indignation
seeking no further evidence of the crine, they condemed
Capitolinus, and set a fine upon him of the noney of which
Mar cel | us caused silver vessels for libation to be made, which he
dedi cated to the gods

After the end of the first Punic war, which |asted one-and-twenty
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years, the seed of Gallic tumults sprang up, and began again to
troubl e Rone. The Insubrians, a people inhabiting the subal pi ne region
of Italy, strong in their own forces, raised fromanong the other
Gaul s aids of nercenary soldiers, called Gaesatae. And it was a sort
of mracle, and special good fortune for Rone, that the Gallic war was
not coincident with the Punic, but that the Gauls had with fidelity
stood quiet as spectators, while the Punic war continued, as though
t hey had been under engagerment to await and attack the victors, and
now only were at liberty to come forward. Still the position itself,
and the ancient renown of the Gauls, struck no little fear into the
nm nds of the Ronmans, who were about to undertake a war so near hone
and upon their own borders; and regarded the Gaul s, because they had
once taken their city, with nore apprehension than any people, as is
apparent fromthe enactnment which fromthat tine forth provided,
that the high priests should enjoy an exenption fromall nmilitary
duty, except only in Gallic insurrections.

The great preparations, also, nmade by the Romans for war (for it
is not reported that the people of Rome ever had at one tinme so many
legions in arnms, either before or since), and their extraordinary
sacrifices, were plain argunents of their fear. For though they were
nost averse to barbarous and cruel rites, and entertained nore than
any nation the same pious and reverent sentinments of the gods with the
G eeks; yet, when this war was coming upon them they then, from
sonme prophecies in the Sibyls' books, put alive underground a pair
of Greeks, one male, the other fermale; and |ikewi se two Gauls, one
of each sex, in the market called the beast market: continuing even to
this day to offer to these Greeks and Gauls certain cerenonial
observances in the nonth of Novenber

In the beginning of this war, in which the Romans soneti nes obtai ned
remar kabl e victories, sonetines were shaneful ly beaten, nothing was
done toward the determination of the contest until Flam nius and
Furius, being consuls, led |arge forces against the Insubrians. At the
time of their departure, the river that runs through the country of
Pi cenum was seen flowing with blood; there was a report that three
noons had once been seen at Ariminum and, in the consul ar assenbly,
t he augurs declared that the consuls had been unduly and
i nauspi ci ously created. The senate, therefore, i mediately sent
letters to the canp, recalling the consuls to Rome with all possible
speed, and commandi ng themto forbear from acting against the enenies,
and to abdicate the consulship on the first opportunity. These letters
bei ng brought to Flanminius, he deferred to open themtill, having
defeated and put to flight the eneny's forces, he wasted and ravaged
their borders. The people, therefore, did not go forth to neet him
when he returned with huge spoils; nay, because he had not instantly
obeyed the command in the letters, by which he was recall ed, but
slighted and contemmed them they were very near denying himthe
honour of a triunmph. Nor was the triunph sooner passed than they
deposed him with his colleague, fromthe magi stracy, and reduced them
to the state of private citizens. So nuch were all things at Ronme made
to depend upon religion; they would not allow any contenpt of the
omens and the ancient rites, even though attended with the highest
success: thinking it to be of nore inportance to the public safety
that the magi strates should reverence the gods, than that they
shoul d overcone their enenies. Thus Tiberius Senpronius, whom for
his probity and virtue the citizens highly esteenmed, created Scipio
Nasi ca and Cai us Marcius consuls to succeed him and when they were
gone into their provinces, lit upon books concerning the religious
observances, where he found sonething he had not known before; which
was this. When the consul took his auspices, he sat without the city
in a house, or tent, hired for that occasion; but, if it happened that



he, for any urgent cause, returned into the city, wthout having yet
seen any certain signs, he was obliged to |l eave that first building,
or tent, and to seek another to repeat the survey from Tiberius, it
appears, in ignorance of this, had tw ce used the sanme building before
announci ng the new consuls. Now, understanding his error, he
referred the matter to the senate: nor did the senate neglect this
mnute fault, but soon wote expressly of it to Scipio Nasica and
Cai us Marcius; who, leaving their provinces and wi thout del ay
returning to Rone, laid down their magi stracy. This happened at a
| ater period. About the same tine, too, the priesthood was taken
away fromtwo nen of very great honour, Cornelius Cethegus and Qui ntus
Sul picius: fromthe fornmer, because he had not rightly held out the
entrails of a beast slain for sacrifice; fromthe latter, because,
while he was immol ating, the tufted cap which the Flamens wear had
fallen fromhis head. M nucius, the dictator, who had al ready naned
Cai us Fl am nius master of the horse, they deposed from his conmand,
because the squeak of a nmouse was heard, and put others into their
pl aces. And yet, notwi thstanding, by observing so anxiously these
little niceties they did not run into any superstition, because they
never varied fromnor exceeded the observances of their ancestors.

So soon as Flami nius with his coll eague had resigned the
consul ate, Marcellus was declared consul by the presiding officers
called Interrexes; and, entering into the magi stracy, chose Cnaeus
Cornelius his colleague. There was a report that, the Gauls
proposing a pacification, and the senate also inclining to peace,
Marcel lus inflamed the people to war; but a peace appears to have been
agreed upon, which the Gaesatae broke; who, passing the Al ps,
stirred up the Insubrians (they being thirty thousand in nunber, and
the Insubrians nore nunerous by far); and proud of their strength,
marched directly to Acerrae, a city seated on the north of the river
Po. Fromthence Britomartus, king of the Gaesatae, taking with himten
t housand sol di ers, harassed the country round about. News of which
bei ng brought to Marcellus, | eaving his colleague at Acerrae with
the foot and all the heavy arns and a third part of the horse, and
carrying with himthe rest of the horse and six hundred Iight-arnmed
foot, marching night and day without remn ssion, he stayed not till
he came up to these ten thousand near a Gaulish village called
O astidium which not |ong before had been reduced under the Roman
jurisdiction. Nor had he tine to refresh his soldiers or to give
themrest. For the barbarians, that were then present, inmediately
observed his approach, and contemmed him because he had very few foot
with him The Gauls were singularly skilful in horsenmanship, and
thought to excel in it; and as at present they al so exceeded Marcellus
in nunber, they made no account of him They, therefore, with their
king at their head, instantly charged upon him as if they would
tranpl e himunder their horses' feet, threatening all kinds of
cruelties. Marcellus, because his nmen were few, that they m ght not be
enconpassed and charged on all sides by the eneny, extended his
wi ngs of horse, and, riding about, drew out his wings of foot in
length, till he came near to the eneny. Just as he was in the act of
turning round to face the eneny, it so happened that his horse,
startled with their fierce look and their cries, gave back, and
carried himforcibly aside. Fearing lest this accident, if converted
into an onmen, mght discourage his soldiers, he quickly brought his
horse round to confront the eneny, and nmade a gesture of adoration
to the sun, as if he had wheel ed about not by chance, but for a
pur pose of devotion. For it was customary to the Ronans, when they
of fered worship to the gods, to turn round; and in this nonent of
neeting the eneny, he is said to have vowed the best of the arms to
Jupiter Feretrius.



The king of the Gaul s behol di ng Marcel lus, and fromthe badges of
his authority conjecturing himto be the general, advanced sonme way
before his enbattled arny, and with a | oud voice chall enged him
and, brandishing his lance, fiercely ran in full career at him
exceeding the rest of the Gauls in stature, and with his arnour
that was adorned with gold and silver and various col ours, shining
like lightning. These arnms seeming to Marcellus, while he viewed the
eneny's army drawn up in battalia, to be the best and fairest, and
thinking themto be those he had vowed to Jupiter, he instantly ran
upon the king, and pierced through his breastplate with his | ance;
then pressing upon himw th the weight of his horse, threw himto
the ground, and with two or three strokes nore slew him Inmediately
he |l eapt fromhis horse, laid his hand upon the dead king's arm and,
| ooki ng up towards Heaven, thus spoke: "O Jupiter Feretrius, arbiter
of the exploits of captains, and of the acts of comanders in war
and battles, be thou witness that |, a general, have slain a
general: |, a consul, have slain a king with my own hand, third of al
the Romans; and that to thee | consecrate these first and nost
excel lent of the spoils. Grant to us to despatch the relics of the war
with the same course of fortune." Then the Roman horse joining
battle not only with the eneny's horse, but also with the foot who
attacked them obtained a singular and unheard-of victory. For never
before or since have so few horse defeated such nunerous forces of
horse and foot together. The enemnmies being to a great nunmber slain,
and the spoils collected, he returned to his coll eague, who was
conducting the war, with ill-success, against the enem es near the
greatest and nost populous of the Gallic cities, Mlan. This was their
capital, and, therefore, fighting valiantly in defence of it, they
were not so rmuch besi eged by Cornelius, as they besieged him But
Marcel | us having returned, and the Gaesatae retiring as soon as they
were certified of the death of the king and the defeat of his arny,

M1l an was taken. The rest of their towns, and all they had, the
Gaul s delivered up of their own accord to the Romans, and had peace
upon equi table conditions granted to them

Marcel lus al one, by a decree of the senate, triunphed. The triunph
was i n magni ficence, opul ence, spoils, and the gigantic bodi es of
the captives nost remarkable. But the nost grateful and nost rare
spectacle of all was the general hinself, carrying the arms of the
barbarian king to the god to whom he had vowed them He had taken a
tall and straight stock of an oak, and had | opped and fornmed it to a
trophy. Upon this he fastened and hung about the arnms of the king,
arranging all the pieces in their suitable places. The procession
advanci ng solenmmly, he, carrying this trophy, ascended the chariot;
and thus, hinmself the fairest and nost glorious triunphant inage,
was conveyed into the city. The arny adorned w th shining arnour
followed in order, and with verses conposed for the occasion, and with
songs of victory celebrated the praises of Jupiter and of their
general . Then entering the tenple of Jupiter Feretrius, he dedicated
his gift; the third, and to our nenory the last, that ever did so. The
first was Romul us, after having slain Acron, king of the
Caeni nenses: the second, Cornelius Cossus, who slew Tol umius the
Et ruscan: after them Marcellus, having killed Britomartus, king of the
Gaul s; after Marcellus, no man. The god to whom these spoils were
consecrated is called Jupiter Feretrius, fromthe trophy carried on
the feretrum one of the Geek words which at that tine stil
existed in great nunmbers in Latin: or, as others say, it is the
surname of the Thundering Jupiter derived fromferire, to strike.

O hers there are who woul d have the nane to be deduced fromthe
strokes that are given in fight; since even now in battles, when
they press upon their enemes, they constantly call out to each other



strike, in Latin feri. Spoils in general they call Spolia, and these
in particular Opima; though, indeed, they say that Numa Ponpili us,

in his commentaries, makes nention of first, second, and third

Spolia Opima; and that he prescribes that the first taken be
consecrated to Jupiter Feretrius, the second to Mars, the third to
Quirinus; as also that the reward of the first be three hundred asses;
of the second, two hundred; of the third, one hundred. The genera
account, however, prevails, that those spoils only are Opi na which the
general first takes in set battle, and takes fromthe eneny's chief
captain whom he has slain with his own hand. But of this enough. The
victory and the ending of the war was so wel come to the peopl e of
Rome, that they sent to Apollo of Delphi, in testinony of their
gratitude, a present of a golden cup of an hundred pound wei ght, and
gave a great part of the spoil to their associate cities, and took
care that many presents should be sent also to Hiero, King of the
Syracusans, their friend and ally.

When Hanni bal invaded Italy, Mrcellus was despatched with a fleet
to Sicily. And when the arny had been defeated at Cannae, and many
t housands of them perished, and a few had saved thenselves by flying
to Canusium and all feared | est Hanni bal, who had destroyed the
strength of the Roman armny, should advance at once with his victorious
troops to Rome, Marcellus first sent for the protection of the city
fifteen hundred soldiers fromthe fleet. Then, by decree of the
senate, going to Canusium having heard that many of the soldiers
had conme together in that place, he led themout of the fortifications
to prevent the eneny fromravagi ng the country. The chi ef Roman
conmanders had nost of themfallen in battles; and the citizens
conpl ai ned that the extreme caution of Fabius Mxinus, whose integrity
and wi sdom gave himthe highest authority, verged upon timdity and
i naction. They confided in himto keep them out of danger, but could
not expect that he would enable themto retaliate. Fixing,
therefore, their thoughts upon Marcellus, and hoping to conbine his
bol dness, confidence, and pronptitude with Fabius's caution and
prudence, and to tenper the one by the other, they sent, sonetines
both wi th consul ar comrand, sonetimes one as consul, the other as
proconsul , agai nst the eneny. Posidonius wites, that Fabius was
call ed the buckler, Marcellus the sword of Rome. Certainly, Hanniba
hi msel f confessed that he feared Fabius as a school naster, Mrcellus
as an adversary: the former, |lest he should be hindered from doi ng
m schief; the latter, |est he should receive harm hinself.

And first, when anong Hanni bal's soldiers, proud of their victory,
carel essness and bol dness had grown to a great height, Marcell us,
attacking all their stragglers and plundering parties, cut themoff,
and by little and little dininished their forces. Then carrying aid to
t he Neopolitans and Nol ans, he confirned the ninds of the forner, who,
i ndeed, were of their own accord faithful enough to the Romans; but in
Nol a he found a state of discord, the senate not being able to rule
and keep in the common people, who were generally favourers of
Hanni bal . There was in the town one Bantius, a man renowned for his
high birth and courage. This man, after he had fought nost fiercely at
Cannae, and had killed many of the enenmies, at last was found lying in
a heap of dead bodies, covered with darts, and was brought to
Hanni bal, who so honoured him that he not only dismissed him
wi t hout ransom but also contracted friendship with him and made
himhis guest. In gratitude for this great favour, he becane one of
the strongest partisans of Hannibal, and urged the people to revolt.
Marcel I us could not be induced to put to death a man of such emni nence,
and who had endured such dangers in fighting on the Roman side; but,
knowi ng hinself able, by the general kindliness of his disposition
and in particular by the attractiveness of his address, to gain over a



character whose passion was for honour, one day when Bantius sal uted
him he asked hi mwho he was; not that he knew hi m not before, but
seeki ng an occasion of further conference. When Bantius had told who
he was, Marcellus, seeming surprised with joy and wonder, replied:
"Are you that Bantius whomthe Romans conmmend above the rest that
fought at Cannae, and praise as the one nan that not only did not
forsake the consul Paulus Aenilius, but received in his own body
many darts thrown at hin?" Bantius owning hinself to be that very man
and showi ng his scars: "Wy, then," said Marcellus, "did not you
havi ng such proofs to show of your affection to us, cone to ne at ny
first arrival here? Do you think that we are unwilling to requite with
favour those who have well deserved, and who are honoured even by
our enenies?" He followed up his courtesies by a present of a
war - horse and five hundred drachmas in noney. Fromthat tine Bantius
becanme the nost faithful assistant and ally of Marcellus, and a nost
keen di scoverer of those that attenpted i nnovation and sedition

These were many, and had entered into a conspiracy to plunder the
baggage of the Romans, when they should make an irruption agai nst
the enemy. Marcellus, therefore, having marshalled his arny within the
city, placed the baggage near to the gates, and, by an edict,
forbade the Nolans to go to the walls. Thus, outside the city, no arns
could be seen; by which prudent device he allured Hannibal to nove
with his army in some disorder to the city, thinking that things
were in a turmult there. Then Marcellus, the nearest gate being, as
he had comranded, thrown open, issuing forth with the flower of his
horse in front, charged the eneny. By and by the foot, sallying out of
anot her gate, with a loud shout joined in the battle. And while
Hanni bal opposes part of his forces to these, the third gate also is
opened, out of which the rest break forth, and on all quarters fal
upon the enemi es, who were dismayed at this unexpected encounter
and did but feebly resist those with whom they had been first engaged,
because of their attack by these others who sallied out later. Here
Hanni bal 's soldiers, with nuch bl oodshed and many wounds, were
beaten back to their canp, and for the first tinme turned their backs
to the Romans. There fell in this action, as it is related, nore
than five thousand of them of the Romans, not above five hundred.
Li vy does not affirmthat either the victory or the slaughter of the
eneny was so great; but certain it is that the adventure brought great
glory to Marcellus, and to the Romans, after their calanities, a great
revival of confidence, as they began now to entertain a hope that
the enenmy with whomthey contended was not invincible, but liable |ike
thenmsel ves to defeats

Therefore, the other consul being deceased, the people recalled
Marcel lus, that they might put himinto his place; and, in spite of
the magi strates, succeeded in postponing the election till his
arrival, when he was by all the suffrages created consul. But
because it happened to thunder, the augurs accounting that he was
not legitimately created, and yet not daring, for fear of the
people, to declare their sentence openly, Marcellus voluntarily
resi gned the consul ate, retaining however his comand. Being created
proconsul, and returning to the canp at Nola, he proceeded to harass
those that followed the party of the Carthagi ni ans; on whose coning
with speed to succour them Mrcellus declined a challenge to a set
battl e, but when Hanni bal had sent out a party to plunder, and now
expected no fight, he broke out upon himwth his army. He had
distributed to the foot long | ances, such as are conmmonly used in
naval fights; and instructed themto throw themw th great force at
conveni ent distances agai nst the enenies, who were inexperienced in
that way of darting, and used to fight with short darts hand to
hand. This seenms to have been the cause of the total rout and open



flight of all the Carthagini ans who were then engaged; there fell of
them five thousand; four elephants were killed, and two taken; but
what was of the greatest nonment, on the third day after, nore than
t hree hundred horse, Spaniards and Numidi ans nmixed, deserted to him a
di saster that had never to that day happened to Hanni bal, who had kept
together in harnony an army of barbarians, collected out of many
vari ous and di scordant nations. Marcellus and his successors in al
this war nmade good use of the faithful service of these horsenen

He now was a third tine created consul, and sailed over into Sicily.
For the success of Hanni bal had excited the Carthaginians to lay claim
to that whole island; chiefly because, after the nurder of the
tyrant Hi eronynus, all things had been in tunmult and confusion at
Syracuse. For which reason the Romans al so had sent before to that
city a force under the conduct of Appius, as praetor. Wile
Marcel l us was receiving that army, a number of Roman sol diers cast
themsel ves at his feet, upon occasion of the following calanity. O
those that survived the battle at Cannae, sonme had escaped by
flight, and sone were taken alive by the eneny; so great a
nmul titude, that it was thought there were not remai ni ng Ronans
enough to defend the wall of the city. And yet the magnaninity and
constancy of the city was such, that it would not redeemthe
captives from Hanni bal, though it night have done so for a smnal
ransom a decree of the senate forbade it, and chose rather to | eave
themto be killed by the enenmy, or sold out of Italy; and comanded
that all who had saved thensel ves by flight should be transported into
Sicily, and not permitted to return into Italy, until the war with
Hanni bal shoul d be ended. These, therefore, when Marcellus was arrived
in Sicily, addressed thenselves to himin great nunbers; and casting
thenmsel ves at his feet, with nuch lanmentation and tears hunbly
besought himto adnmit themto honourabl e service; and promni sed to make
it appear by their future fidelity and exertions that that defeat
had been received rather by m sfortune than by cowardi ce. Marcell us,
pitying them petitioned the senate by letters, that he night have
leave at all tines to recruit his legions out of them After mnuch
debat e about the thing, the senate decreed they were of opinion that
the conmonweal th did not require the service of cowardly sol diers;
if Marcellus perhaps thought otherw se, he might make use of them
provi ded no one of them be honoured on any occasion with a crown or
mlitary gift, as a reward of his virtue or courage. This decree stung
Marcel lus; and on his return to Rome, after the Sicilian war was
ended, he upbraided the senate that they had denied to him who had so
hi ghly deserved of the republic, liberty to relieve so great a
number of citizens in great calanity.

At this time Marcellus, first incensed by injuries done himby
H ppocrates, comander of the Syracusans (who, to give proof of his
good affection to the Carthaginians, and to acquire the tyranny to
hinsel f, had killed a nunber of Romans at Leontini), besieged and took
by force the city of Leontini; yet violated none of the townsnen; only
deserters, as many as he took, he subjected to the punishnent of the
rods and axe. But Hippocrates, sending a report to Syracuse, that
Marcel lus had put all the adult population to the sword, and then
com ng upon the Syracusans, who had risen in tunmult upon that false
report, made hinself master of the city. Upon this Mrcellus noved
with his whole arnmy to Syracuse, and encanpi ng near the wall, sent
anbassadors into the city to relate to the Syracusans the truth of
what had been done in Leontini. \Wen these could not prevail by
treaty, the whole power being nowin the hands of Hi ppocrates, he
proceeded to attack the city both by |Iand and by sea. The | and
forces were conducted by Appius: Marcellus, with sixty galleys, each
with five rows of oars, furnished with all sorts of arnms and nissiles,



and a huge bridge of planks laid upon eight ships chai ned together
upon which was carried the engine to cast stones and darts,
assaulted the walls, relying on the abundance and magnificence of
his preparations, and on his own previous glory; all which, however,
were, it would seem but trifles for Archimedes and his nachi nes.
These nachi nes he had desi gned and contrived, not as natters of
any inmportance, but as nmere anmusenents in geonetry; in conpliance with
King Hiero's desire and request, sone little tinme before, that he
shoul d reduce to practice sonme part of his admirable speculation in
sci ence, and by acconmodating the theoretic truth to sensation and
ordinary use, bring it nore within the appreciation of the people in
general . Eudoxus and Archytas had been the first originators of this
far-famed and highly-prized art of mechanics, which they enpl oyed as
an elegant illustration of geonetrical truths, and as neans of
sustai ning experinentally, to the satisfaction of the senses,
conclusions too intricate for proof by words and di agrans. As, for
exanple, to solve the problem so often required in constructing
geonetrical figures, given the two extrenes, to find the two nean
lines of a proportion, both these mathematicians had recourse to the
aid of instrunments, adapting to their purpose certain curves and
sections of lines. But what with Plato's indignation at it, and his
i nvectives against it as the nmere corruption and anni hilation of the
one good of geonetry, which was thus shanmefully turning its back
upon t he unenbodi ed objects of pure intelligence to recur to
sensation, and to ask help (not to be obtai ned w thout base
supervi sions and depravation) fromnmatter; so it was that nechanics
canme to be separated fromgeonetry, and, repudiated and negl ected by
phi | osophers, took its place as a military art. Archi medes, however,
inwiting to King Hi ero, whose friend and near relation he was, had
stated that given the force, any given weight night be noved, and even
boasted, we are told, relying on the strength of denonstration, that
if there were another earth, by going into it he could renove this.
Hiero being struck with amazenent at this, and entreating himto
make good this problem by actual experinent, and show sone great
wei ght nmoved by a small engine, he fixed accordingly upon a ship of
burden out of the king's arsenal, which could not be drawn out of
the dock without great |abour and many nen; and, |oading her with many
passengers and a full freight, sitting hinself the while far off, with
no great endeavour, but only holding the head of the pulley in his
hand and drawi ng the cords by degrees, he drew the ship in a
straight line, as snmoothly and evenly as if she had been in the sea.
The king, astonished at this, and convinced of the power of the art,
prevail ed upon Archi nedes to make hi m engi nes accommodated to al
t he purposes, offensive and defensive, of a siege. These the Kking
hi nsel f never nmade use of, because he spent alnost all his life in a
prof ound qui et and the hi ghest affluence. But the apparatus was, in
nost opportune tinme, ready at hand for the Syracusans, and with it
al so the engi neer hinself.
When, therefore, the Romans assaulted the walls in two places at
once, fear and consternation stupefied the Syracusans, believing
that nothing was able to resist that violence and those forces. But
when Archi nedes began to ply his engines, he at once shot agai nst
the land forces all sorts of missile weapons, and i nmense nasses of
stone that came down with incredible noise and viol ence; against which
no man could stand; for they knocked down those upon whomthey fell in
heaps, breaking all their ranks and files. In the meantinme huge
pol es thrust out fromthe walls over the ships sunk some by the
great weights which they let down fromon high upon them others
they lifted up into the air by an iron hand or beak like a crane's
beak and, when they had drawn them up by the prow, and set them on end



upon t he poop, they plunged themto the bottomof the sea; or else the
shi ps, drawn by engines within, and whirled about, were dashed agai nst
steep rocks that stood jutting out under the walls, with great
destruction of the soldiers that were aboard them A ship was
frequently lifted up to a great height in the air (a dreadful thing to
behol d), and was rolled to and fro, and kept swinging, until the

mari ners were all thrown out, when at length it was dashed agai nst the
rocks, or let fall. At the engine that Marcellus brought upon the

bri dge of ships, which was called Sanbuca, from sonme resenbl ance it
had to an instrunent of nusic, while it was as yet approaching the

wal I, there was di scharged a piece of rock of ten talents weight, then
a second and a third, which, striking upon it with i mense force and a
noi se like thunder, broke all its foundation to pieces, shook out

all its fastenings, and conpletely dislodged it fromthe bridge. So
Mar cel | us, doubtful what counsel to pursue, drew off his ships to a
saf er distance, and sounded a retreat to his forces on land. They then
took a resolution of coming up under the walls, if it were possible,
in the night; thinking that as Archi medes used ropes stretched at
length in playing his engines, the soldiers would now be under the
shot, and the darts would, for want of sufficient distance to throw
them fly over their heads without effect. But he, it appeared, had
| ong before franed for such occasi ons engi nes accommpdated to any
di stance, and shorter weapons; and had nade nunerous snall openings in
the walls, through which, with engines of a shorter range,
unexpected blows were inflicted on the assailants. Thus, when they who
t hought to deceive the defenders cane close up to the walls, instantly
a shower of darts and other nissile weapons was agai n cast upon
them And when stones cane tunbling down perpendicularly upon their
heads, and, as it were, the whole wall shot out arrows at them they
retired. And now, again, as they were going off, arrows and darts of a
| onger range inflicted a great slaughter anong them and their ships
were driven one agai nst another; while they thenselves were not able
to retaliate in any way. For Archi nedes had provided and fixed nost of
his engines i medi ately under the wall; whence the Romans, seeing that
i ndefinite mischief overwhel ned them fromno visible nmeans, began to
think they were fighting with the gods

Yet Marcel |l us escaped unhurt, and deriding his own artificers and
engi neers, "Wat," said he, "nust we give up fighting with this
geonetrical Briareus, who plays pitch-and-toss with our ships, and,
with the multitude of darts which he showers at a single nonment upon
us, really outdoes the hundred-handed gi ants of nythol ogy?" And,
doubtl ess, the rest of the Syracusans were but the body of
Archi nedes' s designs, one soul noving and governing all; for, laying
aside all other arms, with this alone they infested the Romans and
protected thenmselves. In fine, when such terror had seized upon the
Romans, that, if they did but see a little rope or a piece of wood
fromthe wall, instantly crying out, that there it was again,
Archi medes was about to let fly sone engine at them they turned their
backs and fled, Marcellus desisted fromconflicts and assaults,
putting all his hope in a long siege. Yet Archi nedes possessed so high
a spirit, so profound a soul, and such treasures of scientific
know edge, that though these inventions had now obtai ned himthe
renown of nore than human sagacity, he yet would not deign to | eave
behi nd hi m any comentary or witing on such subjects; but,
repudi ati ng as sordid and i gnoble the whol e trade of engineering,
and every sort of art that lends itself to nmere use and profit, he
pl aced his whole affection and anbition in those purer specul ations
where there can be no reference to the vul gar needs of life;
studies, the superiority of which to all others is unquestioned, and
in which the only doubt can be whether the beauty and grandeur of



t he subj ects exam ned, of the precision and cogency of the nethods and
nmeans of proof, npbst deserve our admiration. It is not possible to
find in all geometry nore difficult and intricate questions, or nore
sinmple and lucid explanations. Sone ascribe this to his natural

geni us; while others think that incredible effort and toil produced
these, to all appearances, easy and unl aboured results. No anount of
i nvestigation of yours would succeed in attaining the proof, and
yet, once seen, you i medi ately believe you woul d have di scovered
it; by so snmooth and so rapid a path he |l eads you to the concl usion
required. And thus it ceases to be incredible that (as is comonly
told of him the charmof his fam liar and donestic Siren nade him
forget his food and neglect his person, to that degree that when he
was occasionally carried by absolute violence to bathe or have his
body anointed, he used to trace geonetrical figures in the ashes of
the fire, and diagranms in the oil on his body, being in a state of
entire preoccupation, and, in the truest sense, divine possession with
his I ove and delight in science. Hi s discoveries were nunerous and
adm rable; but he is said to have requested his friends and
relations that, when he was dead, they would place over his tonb a
sphere containing a cylinder, inscribing it with the ratio which the
containing solid bears to the contai ned.

Such was Archi nedes, who now showed hinself, and so far as lay in
himthe city also, invincible. Wiile the siege continued, Mrcellus
took Megara, one of the earliest founded of the Geek cities in
Sicily, and capturing also the canp of Hi ppocrates at Acilae, killed
above ei ght thousand nen, having attacked them whilst they were
engaged in forming their fortifications. He overran a great part of
Sicily; gained over many towns fromthe Carthagi ni ans, and overcane
all that dared to encounter him As the siege went on, one Dam ppus, a
Lacedaenoni an, putting to sea in a ship from Syracuse, was taken. Wen
t he Syracusans nmuch desired to redeemthis man, and there were many
neetings and treaties about the matter betw xt them and Marcel | us,
he had opportunity to notice a tower into which a body of nmen night be
secretly introduced, as the wall near to it was not difficult to
surmount, and it was itself carel essly guarded. Coning often
thither, and entertaining conferences about the rel ease of Dam ppus,
he had pretty well calculated the height of the tower, and got |adders
prepared. The Syracusans celebrated a feast to Diana; this juncture of
time, when they were given up entirely to wine and sport, Marcellus
laid hold of, and before the citizens perceived it, not only possessed
hi rsel f of the tower, but, before the break of day, filled the wal
around with soldiers, and nade his way into the Hexapylum The
Syracusans now beginning to stir, and to be alarnmed at the tumult,
he ordered the trunpets everywhere to sound, and thus frightened

themall into flight, as if all parts of the city were already won,
t hough the nost fortified, and the fairest, and nost anple quarter was
still ungained. It is called Acradina, and was divided by a wal

fromthe outer city, one part of which they call Neapolis, the other
Tycha. Possessing hinself of these, Marcellus, about break of day,
entered through the Hexapylum all his officers congratulating him
But | ooki ng down fromthe higher places upon the beautiful and
spacious city below, he is said to have wept rmuch, comiserating the
calamty that hung over it, when his thoughts represented to himhow
di smal and foul the face of the city would be in a few hours, when

pl undered and sacked by the soldiers. For among the officers of his
army there was not one man that durst deny the plunder of the city
to the soldiers' denmands; nay, many were instant that it should be set
on fire and laid level to the ground: but this Marcellus woul d not
listen to. Yet he granted, but with great unwllingness and
reluctance, that the noney and sl aves should be made prey; giving



orders, at the sanme tine, that none should violate any free person
nor kill, misuse, or make a slave of any of the Syracusans. Though
he had used this noderation, he still esteened the condition of that
city to be pitiable, and, even ami dst the congratul ations and j oy,
showed his strong feelings of synpathy and comni seration at seeing al
the riches accunul ated during a long felicity now di ssipated in an
hour. For it is related that no less prey and plunder was taken here
than afterward in Carthage. For not long after they obtained al so
the plunder of the other parts of the city, which were taken by
treachery; |eaving nothing untouched but the king's noney, which was
brought into the public treasury. But nothing afflicted Marcellus so
much as the death of Archinmedes, who was then, as fate would have
it, intent upon working out some problemby a diagram and having
fixed his mind alike and his eyes upon the subject of his specul ation
he never noticed the incursion of the Romans, nor that the city was
taken. In this transport of study and contenpl ation, a soldier
unexpectedly conming up to him commanded himto follow to Marcell us;
whi ch he declining to do before he had worked out his problemto a
denonstration, the soldier, enraged, drew his sword and ran him
through. Others wite that a Roman soldier, running upon himwth a
drawn sword, offered to kill him and that Archinedes, |ooking back,
earnestly besought himto hold his hand a little while, that he

nm ght not | eave what he was then at work upon inconcl usive and

i nperfect; but the soldier, nothing noved by his entreaty, instantly
killed him QOhers again relate that, as Archinedes was carrying to
Marcel l us mat hematical instrunents, dials, spheres, and angles, by
whi ch the magni tude of the sun m ght be nmeasured to the sight, sone
sol diers seeing him and thinking that he carried gold in a vessel
slew him Certain it is that his death was very afflicting to

Marcel lus; and that Marcellus ever after regarded himthat killed
himas a murderer; and that he sought for his kindred and honoured
themwi th signal favours.

I ndeed, foreign nations had held the Romans to be excellent soldiers
and fornidable in battle; but they had hitherto given no nmenorabl e
exanpl e of gentleness, or humanity, or civil virtue; and Marcellus
seens first to have shown to the Greeks that his countrymen were
nmost illustrious for their justice. For such was his noderation to al
wi th whom he had anything to do, and such his benignity also to many
cities and private nen, that, if anything hard or severe was decreed
concerning the people of Enna, Megara, or Syracuse, the bl ame was
t hought to belong rather to those upon whomthe stormfell, than to
t hose who brought it upon them One exanple of many | will
comrenorate. In Sicily there is a town called Engyum not indeed
great, but very ancient and ennobled by the presence of the goddesses,
called the Mothers. The tenple, they say, was built by the Cretans;
and they show sonme spears and brazen helnets, inscribed with the nanes
of Meriones, and (with the sanme spelling as in Latin) of U ysses,
who consecrated themto the goddesses. This city highly favouring
the party of the Carthagi nians, N cias, the nost eninent of the
citizens, counselled themto go over to the Ronmans; to that end acting
freely and openly in harangues to their assenblies, arguing the
i mprudence and nadness of the opposite course. They, fearing his power
and authority, resolved to deliver himin bonds to the
Cart hagi ni ans. Nicias, detecting the design, and seeing that his
person was secretly kept in watch, proceeded to speak irreligiously to
the vul gar of the Mdthers, and showed many signs of disrespect, as
if he denied and contemed the received opinion of the presence of
t hose goddesses; his enenmies the while rejoicing that he, of his own
accord, sought the destruction hangi ng over his head. Wen they were
just now about to lay hands upon him an assenbly was held, and here



Ni ci as, naking a speech to the people concerning sone affair then
under deliberation, in the midst of his address, cast hinmself upon the
ground; and soon after, while amazenent (as usually happens on such
surprising occasions) held the assenbly i nmovabl e, raising and turning
hi s head round, he began in a trenbling and deep tone, but by

degrees rai sed and sharpened his voice. When he saw t he whol e

theatre struck with horror and silence, throwing off his nantle and
rending his tunic he |leaps up half naked, and runs towards the door
crying out aloud that he was driven by the wath of the Mthers.

When no man durst, out of religious fear, |lay hands upon himor stop
him but all gave way before him he ran out of the gate, not onmitting
any shriek or gesture of men possessed and mad. His w fe, conscious of
his counterfeiting, and privy to his design, taking her children

with her, first cast herself as a suppliant before the tenple of the
goddesses; then, pretending to seek her wandering husband, no nan

hi ndering her, went out of the town in safety; and by this neans

they all escaped to Marcellus at Syracuse. After many other such
affronts offered himby the men of Engyum Marcellus, having taken
themall prisoners and cast theminto bonds, was preparing to

inflict upon themthe |ast punishnment; when Nicias, with tears in

his eyes, addressed hinself to him In fine, casting hinself at

Marcel lus's feet, and deprecating for his citizens, he begged nost
earnestly their lives, chiefly those of his enenies. Murcellus,
relenting, set themall at liberty, and rewarded Nicias with anple

I ands and rich presents. This history is recorded by Posidonius the

phi | osopher.
Marcel lus, at length recalled by the people of Rone to the inmediate
war at home, to illustrate his triunph, and adorn the city, carried

away with hima great nunmber of the nobst beautiful ornanments of
Syracuse. For, before that, Rone neither had, nor had seen, any of
those fine and exquisite rarities; nor was any pleasure taken in
graceful and el egant pieces of workmanship. Stuffed w th barbarous
arns and spoils stained with blood, and everywhere crowned with
triunphal nenorials and trophies, she was no pleasant or delightful
spectacle for the eyes of peaceful or refined spectators; but, as
Epani nondas nanmed the fields of Boeotia the stage of Mars; and
Xenophon cal | ed Ephesus the workhouse of war; so, in ny judgment,
may you call Rone, at that time (to use the words of Pindar), "the
precinct of the peaceless Mars." Wience Marcellus was nore popul ar
with the people in general, because he had adorned the city with
beautiful objects that had all the charns of Gecian grace and
symretry; but Fabius Maxi nus, who neither touched nor brought away
anything of this kind from Tarentum when he had taken it, was nore
approved of by the elder nen. He carried off the noney and

val uabl es, but forbade the statues to be noved; adding, as it is
commonly related, "Let us leave to the Tarentines these offended
gods." They blanmed Marcellus, first for placing the city in an

i nvidi ous position, as it seemed now to cel ebrate victories and | ead
processions of triunph, not only over nmen, but also over the gods as
captives; then, that he had diverted to idleness, and vain talk
about curious arts and artificers, the conmon people, which, bred up
in wars and agriculture, had never tasted of luxury and sloth, and, as
Euri pi des said of Hercules, had been-

"Rude, unrefined, only for great things good,"

so that now they nisspent nmuch of their time in exani ning and
criticizing trifles. And yet, notwi thstanding this reprimand,

Marcel lus made it his glory to the Greeks thensel ves, that he had
taught his ignorant countrynen to esteem and admire the el egant and



wonder ful productions of G eece.

But when the envious opposed his being brought triunphant into the
city, because there were sone relics of the war in Sicily, and a third
triunmph woul d be | ooked upon with jeal ousy, he gave way. He
triunphed upon the Al ban nmount, and thence entered the city in
ovation, as it is called in Latin, in Geek eua; but in this ovation
he was neither carried in a chariot, nor crowned with laurel, nor
ushered by trunpets soundi ng; but went afoot with shoes on, nany
flutes or pipes sounding in concert, while he passed al ong, wearing
a garland of nyrtle, in a peaceabl e aspect, exciting rather |ove and
respect than fear. Wience | am by conjecture, led to think that,
originally, the difference observed betw xt ovation and triunph did
not depend upon the greatness of the achievenents, but the manner of
performng them For they who, having fought a set battle, and slain
the eneny, returned victors, led that martial, terrible triunph
and, as the ordinary customthen was in lustrating the arny, adorned
the arms and the soldiers with a great deal of laurel. But they who
wi t hout force, by colloquy, persuasion, and reasoning, had done the
busi ness, to these captains custom gave the honour of the unmilitary
and festive ovation. For the pipe is the badge of peace, and nyrtle
the plant of Venus, who nore than the rest of the gods and goddesses
abhors force and war. It is called ovation, not as nost think, from
the Greek euasnus, because they act it with shouting and cries of Eua:
for so do they also the proper triunphs. The G eeks have wested the
word to their own | anguage, thinking that this honour, also, must have
sone connection with Bacchus, who in Greek has the titles of Euius and
Thrianbus. But the thing is otherwise. For it was the customfor
commanders, in their triunph, to imolate an ox, but in their ovation
a sheep: hence they naned it Ovation, fromthe Latin ovis. It is worth
observi ng, how exactly opposite the sacrifices appointed by the
Spartan legislator are to those of the Romans. For at Lacedaenon, a
captain, who had perforned the work he had undertook by cunning, or
courteous treaty, on laying down his command, imolated an ox; he that
did the business by battle, offered a cock; the Lacedaenoni ans, though
nost warlike, thinking exploit perfornmed by reason and wi sdomto be
nore excell ent and nore congruous to man, than one effected by nere
force and courage. Wiich of the two is to be preferred | leave to
the determ nation of others.

Marcel l us being the fourth tine consul, his enem es suborned the
Syracusans to come to Rome to accuse him and to conplain that they
had suffered indignities and wongs, contrary to the conditions
granted them It happened that Marcellus was in the capitol offering
sacrifice when the Syracusans petitioned the senate, yet sitting, that
they m ght have | eave to accuse himand present their grievances.
Marcel l us's col | eague, eager to protect himin his absence, put them
out of the court. But Marcellus hinself cane as soon as he heard of
it. And first, in his curule chair as consul, he referred to the
senat e the cogni zance of other matters: but when these were
transacted, rising fromhis seat, he passed as a private man into
the place where the accused were wont to nmake their defence, and
gave free liberty to the Syracusans to i npeach him But they, struck
with consternation by his najesty and confidence, stood astoni shed;
and the power of his presence now, in his robe of state, appeared
far nore terrible and severe than it had done when he was arrayed in
arnour. Yet, reaninmated at length by Marcellus's rivals, they began
their inmpeachnent, and made an oration in which pleas of justice
mngled with lanentati on and conplaint; the sum of which was, that
being allies and friends of the people of Rone, they had,
notwi t hst andi ng, suffered things which other commanders had
abstai ned frominflicting upon enenies. To this Mrcellus answered



that they had comritted nany acts of hostility against the people of
Rome, and had suffered nothing but what eneni es conquered and captured
in war cannot possibly be protected fromsuffering: that it was
their owmn fault they had been nade captives, because they refused to
give ear to his frequent attenpts to persuade them by gentl e neans:
neither were they forced into war by the power of tyrants, but had
rat her chosen the tyrants thenselves for the express object that
they m ght nake war. The orations ended, and the Syracusans, according
to the custom having retired, Marcellus left his colleague to ask the
sentences, and, withdrawing with the Syracusans, stayed expecting at
the doors of the senate-house; not in the | east disconposed in spirit,
either with alarmat the accusation, or by anger against the
Syracusans; but with perfect cal mess and serenity attending the issue
of the cause. The sentences at |length being all asked, and a decree of
the senate made in vindication of Marcellus, the Syracusans, with
tears flowing fromtheir eyes, cast thenselves at his knees,
beseeching himto forgive thensel ves there present, and to be noved by
the msery of the rest of their city, which would ever be nmi ndfu
of, and grateful for, his benefits. Thus Marcellus, softened by
their tears and distress, was not only reconciled to the deputies, but
ever afterwards continued to find opportunity of doing kindness to the
Syracusans. The liberty which he had restored to them and their
rights, laws, and goods that were left, the senate confirnmed. Upon
whi ch account the Syracusans, besides other signal honours, nade a
law, that if Marcellus should at any tine cone into Sicily, or any
of his posterity, the Syracusans should wear garlands and offer public
sacrifice to the gods

After this he noved agai nst Hanni bal. And whereas the other
consul s and conmanders, since the defeat received at Cannae, had al
made use of the sane policy against Hannibal, nanely, to decline
conming to a battle with him and none had had the courage to encounter
himin the field and put thenselves to the decision by the sword;
Marcel | us entered upon the opposite course, thinking that Italy
woul d be destroyed by the very delay by which they | ooked to wear
out Hanni bal; and that Fabius, who, adhering to his cautious policy,
waited to see the war extinguished, while Rone itself meantine
wasted away (like timd physicians, who, dreading to adm nister
renedi es, stay waiting, and believe that what is the decay of the
patient's strength is the decline of the disease), was not taking a
right course to heal the sickness of his country. And first, the great
cities of the Samites, which had revolted, cane into his power; in
whi ch he found a large quantity of corn and noney, and three
t housand of Hannibal's soldiers, that were left for the defence. After
this, the proconsul Cnaeus Fulvius with el even tribunes of the
soldiers being slain in Apulia, and the greatest part of the arny also
at the sane tine cut off, he despatched letters to Rone, and bade
t he peopl e be of good courage, for that he was now upon the march
agai nst Hannibal, to turn his triunph into sadness. On these letters
being read, Livy wites that the people were not only not
encouraged, but nore discouraged than before. For danger, they
t hought, was but the greater in proportion as Marcellus was of nore
val ue than Fulvius. He, as he had witten, advancing into the
territories of the Lucanians, cane up to himat Num stro, and, the
eneny keeping hinmsel f upon the hills, pitched his canp in a |l eve
pl ain, and the next day drew forth his army in order for fight. Nor
di d Hanni bal refuse the chall enge. They fought |ong and obstinately on
both sides, victory yet seening undeci ded, when, after three hours
conflict, night hardly parted them The next day, as soon as the sun
was risen, Marcellus again brought forth his troops, and ranged them
anong the dead bodi es of the slain, challenging Hannibal to solve



the question by another trial. When he dislodged and drew off,
Marcel | us, gathering up the spoils of the enem es, and burying the
bodi es of his slain soldiers, closely followed him And though

Hanni bal often used stratagens, and |laid anbushes to entrap Marcell us,
yet he never could circumvent him By skirmnishes, nmeantine, in al

of which he was superior, Marcellus gained hinself such high repute,
that, when the tine of the Conitia at Ronme was near at hand, the
senate thought fit rather to recall the other consul fromSicily

than to withdraw Marcellus fromhis conflict with Hannibal; and on his
arrival they bid himname Quintus Fulvius dictator. For the dictator
is created neither by the people nor by the senate, but the consu

of the praetor, before the popul ar assenbly, pronounces himto be

di ctator whom he hi nsel f chooses. Hence he is called dictator

di cere neaning to name. O hers say that he is named dictator because
his word is a law, and he orders what he pl eases, w thout submitting
it to the vote. For the Romans call the orders of mmgistrates Edicts.

And now because Marcellus's col | eague, who was recalled fromSicily,
had a mind to nanme another nan dictator, and would not be forced to
change his opinion, he sailed away by night back to Sicily. So the
conmon peopl e made an order that Quintus Ful vius should be chosen
dictator: and the senate, by an express, conmanded Marcellus to
nom nate him He obeying proclainmed himdictator according to the
order of the people; but the office of proconsul was continued to
himself for a year. And having arranged w th Fabi us Maxinus that,
whi |l e he besi eged Tarentum he would, by follow ng Hanni bal and
drawi ng hi mup and down, detain himfromconing to the relief of the
Tarentines, he overtook himat Canusium and as Hanni bal often shifted
his canp, and still declined the conbat, he everywhere sought to
engage him At last, pressing upon himwhile encanping, by Iight
skirm shes he provoked himto a battle; but night again divided t hem
in the very heat of the conflict. The next day Marcellus again
showed hinself in arns, and brought up his forces in array.

Hanni bal, in extrene grief, called his Carthaginians together to an
har angue: and vehenently prayed themto fight to-day worthily of al
their former success; "For you see," said he, "how, after such great
victories, we have not liberty to respire, nor to repose ourselves,

t hough victors; unless we drive this nan back." Then the two arnies,
joining battle, fought fiercely; when the event of an untinely
novenent showed Marcellus to have been guilty of an error. The right
wi ng being hard pressed upon, he commanded one of the |egions to be
brought up to the front. This change di sturbing the array and
posture of the | egions gave the victory to the enem es; and there fel
two thousand seven hundred Romans. Marcellus, after he had retreated
into his canp, called his soldiers together. "I see," said he, "many
Roman arns and bodies, but | see not so nuch as one Roman." To their
entreaties for his pardon, he returned a refusal while they renmained
beaten, but pronmised to give it so soon as they should overcone; and
he resolved to bring theminto the field again the next day, that
the fame of their victory might arrive at Rome before that of their
flight. Dismissing the assenbly, he conmanded barl ey instead of
wheat to be given to those conpani es that had turned their backs.
These rebukes were so bitter to the soldiers, that though a great
nunber of them were grievously wounded, yet they relate there was
not one to whomthe general's oration was not nore painful and
smarting than his wounds.

The day breaking, a scarlet toga, the sign of instant battle, was
di spl ayed. The conpani es narked with ignoni ny begged they m ght be
posted in the forenost place, and obtained their request. Then the
tribunes bring forth the rest of the forces, and draw them up. On news
of which, "O strange!" said Hannibal, "what will you do with this nan



who can bear neither good nor bad fortune? He is the only man who
nei ther suffers us to rest when he is victor, nor rests hinmself when
he is overcone. W shall have, it seens, perpetually to fight with
him as in good success his confidence, and in ill success his
shame, still urges himto some further enterprise.” Then the arnies
engaged. Wien the fight was doubtful, Hanni bal commanded the el ephants
to be brought into the first battalion, and to be driven upon the
van of the Romans. \Wen the beasts, tranpling upon nmany, soon caused
di sorder, Flavius, a tribune of soldiers, snatching an ensign, neets
them and wounding the first elephant with the spike at the bottom
of the ensign staff, puts himto flight. The beast turned around
upon t he next, and drove back both himand the rest that foll owed.
Marcel | us, seeing this, pours in his horse with great force upon the
el ephants, and upon the eneny disordered by their flight. The horse,
making a fierce inpression, pursued the Carthaginians hone to their
canp, while the el ephants, wounded and running upon their own party,
caused a considerable slaughter. It is said nore than eight thousand
were slain; of the Ronman army three thousand, and al nost al
wounded. Thi s gave Hanni bal opportunity to retire in the silence of
the night, and to renove to greater distance from Marcell us; who was
kept from pursuing by the nunber of his wounded nen, and renoved, by
gentl e marches, into Canpania, and spent the summer at Sinuessa,
engaged in restoring them

But as Hanni bal, having di sentangl ed hinself from Marcell us,
ranged with his army round about the country, and wasted ltaly free
fromall fear, at Rome Marcellus was evil spoken of. His detractors
i nduced Publicius Bibulus, tribune of the people, an el oquent and
viol ent man, to undertake his accusation. He, by assiduous
har angues, prevailed upon the people to withdraw from Marcellus the
command of the arny; "Seeing that Marcellus," said he, "after brief
exercise in the war, has withdrawn as it mght be fromthe westling
ground to the warm baths to refresh hinself." Mrcellus, on hearing
this, appointed lieutenants over his canp and hasted to Rome to refute
t he charges against him and there found ready drawn up an i npeachnent
consi sting of these calumies. At the day prefixed, in the Flam nian
circus, into which place the people had assenbl ed t hensel ves,
Bi bul us rose and accused him Marcellus hinself answered, briefly
and sinply, but the first and nobst approved nmen of the city spoke
largely and in high terns, very freely advising the people not to show
t hensel ves worse judges than the eneny, condemmi ng Marcell us of
timdity, fromwhom alone of all their captains the eneny fled, and as
perpetually endeavoured to avoid fighting with himas to fight with
others. Wien they nmade an end of speaking, the accuser's hope to
obtain judgrment so far deceived him that Marcellus was not only
absol ved, but the fifth tine created consul

No sooner had he entered upon this consul ate, but he suppressed a
great commotion in Etruria, that had proceeded near to revolt, and
visited and quieted the cities. Then, when the dedication of the
tenpl e, which he had vowed out of his Sicilian spoils to Honour and
Virtue, was objected to by the priests, because they denied that one
tenple could be lawfully dedicated to two gods, he began to adjoin
another to it, resenting the priests' opposition, and al nost
converting the thing into an onen. And, truly, many other prodigies
also affrighted him sone tenples had been struck with Iightning,
and in Jupiter's tenple mice had gnawed the gold: it was reported,
al so, that an ox had spoken, and that a boy had been born with a
head |i ke an el ephant's. Al which prodigies had i ndeed been
attended to, but due reconciliation had not been obtained fromthe
gods. The aruspices therefore detained himat Ronme, glow ng and
burning with desire to return to the war. For no man was ever inflaned



with so great desire of anything as was he to fight a battle with
Hannibal . It was the subject of his dreanms in the night, the topic
of all his consultations with his friends and familiars, nor did he
present to the gods any other wi sh, but that he might neet Hannibal in
the field. And | think that he would nost gladly have set upon him
with both armies environed within a single canp. Had he not been
even | oaded wi th honours, and had he not given proofs in many ways
of his maturity of judgment and of prudence equal to that of any
commander, you might have said that he was agitated by a youthfu
anbi ti on, above what becane a nan of that age, for he had passed the
sixtieth year of his |life when he began his fifth consul ship.

The sacrifices having been offered, and all that bel onged to the
propitiation of the gods perforned, according to the prescription of
the diviners, he at last with his colleague went forth to carry on the
war. He tried all possible nmeans to provoke Hanni bal, who at that tine
had a standi ng canp betw xt Bantia and Venusi a. Hanni bal declined an
engagenent, but having obtained intelligence that some troops were

on their way to the town of Locri Epizephyrii, placing an anbush under
the little hill of Petelia, he slew two thousand five hundred
soldiers. This incensed Marcellus to revenge; and he therefore noved
nearer Hanni bal. Betw xt the two canps was a little hill, a

tol erably secure post, covered with wood; it had steep descents on
either side, and there were springs of water seen trickling down. This
pl ace was so fit and advantageous that the Romans wondered t hat

Hanni bal , who had cone thither before them had not seized upon it,
but had left it to the enenies. But to himthe place had seened
commodi ous i ndeed for a canp, but yet nobre commodi ous for an
anbuscade; and to that use he chose to put it. So in the wood and
the hollows he hid a nunber of archers and spearnen, confident that

t he conmodi ousness of the place would allure the Romans. Nor was he
deceived in his expectation. For presently in the Roman canp they

tal ked and disputed, as if they had all been captains, how the place
ought to be seized, and what great advantage they shoul d thereby
gai n upon the enenies, chiefly if they transferred their canp thither
at any rate, if they strengthened the place with a fort. Marcellus
resolved to go, with a few horse, to viewit. Having called a

di viner he proceeded to sacrifice. In the first victimthe aruspex
showed himthe liver without a head; in the second the head appeared
of unusual size, and all the other indications highly prom sing.

Wien these seened sufficient to free themfromthe dread of the
fornmer, the diviners declared that they were all the nore terrified by
the latter; because entrails too fair and pronising, when they

appear after others that are mai med and nonstrous, render the change
doubt ful and suspici ous. But-

"Nor fire nor brazen wall can keep out fate;"

as Pindar observes. Marcellus, therefore, taking with himhis
col l eague Crispinus, and his son, a tribune of soldiers, with two
hundred and twenty horse at nobst (anmong whom there was not one
Roman, but all were Etruscans, except forty Fregellans, of whose
courage and fidelity he had on all occasions received full proof),
goes to view the place. The hill was covered with woods all over; on
the top of it sat a scout concealed fromthe sight of the eneny, but
havi ng the Roman canp exposed to his view Upon signs received from
him the nmen that were placed in anmbush stirred not till Marcellus
canme near; and then all starting up in an instant, and enconpassing
himfromall sides, attacked himw th darts, struck about and
wounded t he backs of those that fled, and pressed upon those who
resisted. These were the forty Fregellans. For though the Etruscans



fled in the very beginning of the fight, the Fregellans forned
thenselves into a ring, bravely defending the consuls, till Crispinus
struck with two darts, turned his horse to fly away; and Marcellus's
side was run through with a lance with a broad head. Then the
Fregel l ans, also, the few that remained alive, |leaving the fallen
consul , and rescuing young Marcellus, who al so was wounded, got into
the canp by flight. There were slain not nuch above forty; five
lictors and ei ghteen horsenen canme alive into the eneny's hands.
Crispinus also died of his wiunds a few days after. Such a disaster as
the I oss of both consuls in a single engagenent was one that had never
bef ore befall en the Romans.

Hanni bal, little valuing the other events, as soon as he was told of
Marcel lus's death, i mediately hasted to the hill. View ng the body,
and continuing for sonme tinme to observe its strength and shape, he
allowed not a word to fall from himexpressive of the [east pride or
arrogancy, nor did he show in his countenance any sign of gladness, as
anot her perhaps woul d have done, when his fierce and troubl esone eneny
had been taken away; but amazed by so sudden and unexpected an end,
taking of f nothing but his ring, gave order to have the body
properly clad and adorned and honourably burned. The relics put into a
silver urn, with a crown of gold to cover it, he sent back to his son
But some of the Numidians, setting upon these that were carrying the
urn, took it fromthem by force, and cast away the bones; which
being told to Hannibal, "It is inpossible, it seenms then," he said,
"to do anything against the will of God!" He punished the Nunidians;
but took no further care of sending or re-collecting the bones;
conceiving that Marcellus so fell, and so lay unburied, by a certain
fate. So Cornelius Nepos and Vaerius Mxinus have | eft upon record:
but Livy and Augustus Caesar affirmthat the urn was brought to his
son, and honoured with a magnificent funeral. Besides the nonunents
raised for himat Rone, there was dedicated to his nenory at Catana,
in Sicily, an anple westling place called after him statues and
pi ctures, out of those he took from Syracuse, were set up in
Sanot hrace, in the tenple of the gods, named Cabiri, and in that of
M nerva at Lindus, where also there was a statue of him says
Posi donius, with the follow ng inscription:-

"This was, O stranger, once Rone's star divine,
d audi us Marcel lus of an ancient |ine;

To fight her wars seven tinmes her consul nade
Low in the dust her enemies he laid."

The witer of the inscription has added to Marcellus's five consul ates
his two proconsul ates. H's progeny continued in high honour even

down to Marcellus, son of Octavia, sister of Augustus, whom she bore
to her husband Caius Marcellus; and who died a bridegroom in the year
of his Aedil eship, having not |ong before narried Caesar's daughter.

H s nother, Cctavia, dedicated the library to his honour and nenory,
and Caesar the theatre which bears his nane.

THE END
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