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PELOPI DAS

CATO maj or, hearing sone comend one that was rash, and
i nconsiderately daring in a battle, said, "There is a difference
between a nan's prizing valour at a great rate, and valuing life at
little; a very just remark. Antigonus, we know, at least, had a
soldier, a venturous fellow, but of wetched health and

constitution; the reason of whose ill-look he took the trouble to
inquire into; and, on understanding fromhimthat it was a disease,
commanded hi s physicians to enploy their utnost skill, and if possible

recover him which brave hero, when once cured, never afterwards
sought danger or showed hinself venturous in battle; and, when
Ant i gonus wondered and upbraided himw th his change, made no secret
of the reason, and said, "Sir, you are the cause of ny cowardice, by
freeing nme fromthose niseries which nade ne care little for life."
Wth the sane feeling, the Sybarite seenms to have said of the
Spartans, that it was no comendable thing in themto be so ready to
die in the wars, since by that they were freed from such hard I abour
and miserable living. In truth, the Sybarites, a soft and dissolute
people, nmight well inmagine they hated |life, because in their eager
pursuit of virtue and glory they were not afraid to die; but, in fact,
t he Lacedaenoni ans found their virtue secured them happi ness alike
inliving or in dying; as we see in the epitaph that says-

"They died, but not as lavish of their blood,
O thinking death itself was sinply good;
Their wi shes neither were to live nor die,
But to do both alike comendably."

An endeavour to avoid death is not blamable, if we do not basely
desire to live; nor a willingness to die good and virtuous, if it
proceeds froma contenpt of life. And therefore Homer always takes
care to bring his bravest and nost daring heroes well armed into
battle; and the Greek | aw givers punished those that threw away
their shields, but not himthat |lost his sword or spear; intinmating
that self-defence is nore a man's business than offence. This is
especially true of a governor of a city, or a general; for it, as
| phicrates divides it out, the light-armed are the hands; the horse
the feet; the infantry the breast; and the general the head; and, when
he puts hinself upon danger, not only ventures his own person, but al
t hose whose safety depends on his; and so on the contrary.
Callicratidas, therefore, though otherwi se a great man, was wong in
his answer to the augur who advised him the sacrifice being
unlucky, to be careful of his life; "Sparta," said he, "will not

nmss one man." It is true, Callicratidas, when sinply serving in any
engagenent either at sea or |land, was but a single person, but as a
general, he united in his life the Iives of all, and could hardly be

cal l ed one when his death involved the ruin of so many. The saying
of old Antigonus was better, who, when he was to fight at Andros,
and one told him "The eneny's ships are nore than ours;" replied,
"For how many then wilt thou reckon nme?" intimating that a brave and
experi enced commander is to be highly valued, one of the first
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duties of whose office indeed it is to save himon whose safety
depends that of others. And therefore | applaud Ti notheus, who, when
Chares showed the wounds he had received, and his shield pierced by
a dart, told him "Yet how ashamed | was, at the siege of Sanos,
when a dart fell near me, for exposing nyself, nore like a boy than
like a general in conmand of a large arnmy." Indeed, where the
general 's hazarding hinself will go far to decide the result, there he
nmust fight and venture his person, and not mind their maxinms, who
woul d have a general die, if not of, at least in old age; but when the
advantage will be but small if he gets the better, and the |oss
considerable if he falls, who then would desire, at the risk of the
conmander's life, a piece of success which a common sol di er night
obtain? This | thought fit to prenise before the |ives of Pel opidas
and Marcel |l us, who were both great nen, but who both fell by their own
rashness. For, being gallant nmen, and having gained their respective
countries great glory and reputation by their conduct in war against
terrible enemies, the one, as history relates, overthrow ng
Hanni bal, who was till then invincible; the other, in a set battle
beati ng the Lacedaenoni ans, then suprene both at sea and | and; they
ventured at last too far, and were heedl essly prodigal of their lives,
when there was the greatest need of nmen and commanders such as they.
And this agreenment in their characters and their deaths is the
reason why | conpare their lives

Pel opi das, the son of Hippoclus, was descended, as |ikew se
Epani nondas was, from an honourable fanly in Thebes; and, being
brought up to opul ence, and having a fair estate left himwhilst he
was young, he made it his business to relieve the good and deserving
anongst the poor, that he might show hinself lord and not slave of his
estate. For anongst nen, as Aristotle observes, sone are too
narrow nm nded to use their wealth, and some are | oose and abuse it;
and these |live perpetual slaves to their pleasures, as the others to
their gain. Others pernitted thenselves to be obliged by Pel opi das,
and thankful ly made use of his liberality and ki ndness; but anbngst
all his friends he could never persuade Epam nondas to be a sharer
in his wealth. He, however, stepped down into his poverty, and took
pl easure in the sane poor attire, spare diet, unwearied endurance of
hardshi ps, and unshrinki ng bol dness in war; |ike Capaneus in
Euri pi des, who had-

"Abundant wealth and in that wealth no pride,"

he was ashaned any one shoul d think that he spent nore upon his person
than the neanest Theban. Epani nondas nade his faniliar and
hereditary poverty nore |ight and easy by his phil osophy and single
life; but Pelopidas nmarried a woman of good family, and had
children; yet still thinking little of his private interests, and
devoting all his time to the public, he ruined his estate: and, when
his friends adrmoni shed and told himhow necessary that noney which
he negl ected was: "Yes," he replied, "necessary to N codenus,"
pointing to a blind cripple.

Both seened equally fitted by nature for all sorts of excellence;
but bodily exercises chiefly delighted Pel opidas, |earning
Epani nondas; and the one spent his spare hours in hunting and the
Pal aestra, the other in hearing | ectures or philosophizing. And,
anongst a thousand points for praise in both, the judicious esteem
not hi ng equal to that constant benevol ence and friendship, which
they inviolably preserved in all their expeditions, public actions,
and admi ni stration of the commonwealth. For if any one | ooks on the
admini strations of Aristides and Theni stocles, of G non and
Pericles, of Nicias and Al ci bi ades, what confusion, what envy, what



mut ual j eal ousy appears? And if he then casts his eye on the

ki ndness and reverence that Pel opi das showed Epam nondas, he nust
needs confess that these are nore truly and nore justly styled

col | eagues in governnent and command than the others, who strove
rather to overcone one another than their enemies. The true cause of
this was their virtue; whence it canme that they did not make their
actions aimat wealth and glory, an endeavour sure to lead to bitter
and contentious jeal ousy; but both fromthe begi nning being inflaned
with a divine desire of seeing their country glorious by their
exertions, they used to that end one another's excellences as their
own. Many, indeed, think this strict and entire affection is to be
dated fromthe battle at Mantinea, where they both fought, being

part of the succours that were sent from Thebes to the Lacedaenoni ans,
their then friends and allies. For, being placed together anmpongst

the infantry, and engaging the Arcadi ans, when the Lacedaenobni an wi ng,
i n which they fought, gave ground, and many fled, they closed their
shiel ds together and resisted the assailants. Pel opidas, having

recei ved seven wounds in the forepart of his body, fell upon an heap
of slain friends and eneni es; but Epami nondas, though he thought him
past recovery, advanced to defend his arnms and body, and singly fought
a nultitude, resolving rather to die than forsake his hel pl ess

Pel opi das. And now, he being nuch distressed, being wounded in the
breast by a spear, and in the armby a sword, Agesipolis, the King

of the Spartans, cane to his succour fromthe other w ng, and beyond
hope del i vered bot h.

After this the Lacedaenoni ans pretended to be friends to Thebes, but
in truth |l ooked with jeal ous suspicions on the designs and power of
the city, and chiefly hated the party of Isnmenias and Androclides,

i n which Pel opidas al so was an associate, as tending to liberty and

t he advancenent of the commonalty. Therefore Archias, Leontidas, and
Philip, all rich nmen, and of oligarchical principles, and i moderately
anbi ti ous, urged Phoebi das the Spartan, as he was on his way past

the city with a considerable force, to surprise the Cadnea, and,

bani shing the contrary faction, to establish an oligarchy, and by that
nmeans subject the city to the supremacy of the Spartans. He, accepting
the proposal, at the festival of Ceres unexpectedly fell on the
Thebans, and nade hinmself master of the citadel. Isnenias was taken
carried to Sparta, and in a short time nurdered; but Pel opidas,

Pher eni cus, Androclides, and nany nore that fled were publicly
procl ai med outl aws. Epani nondas stayed at hone, being not mnuch

| ooked after, as one whom phil osophy had nade inactive and poverty

i ncapabl e.
The Lacedaenoni ans cashi ered Phoebi das, and fined hi m one hundred
t housand drachnas, yet still kept a garrison in the Cadmea; which nade

all Greece wonder at their inconsistency, since they punished the
doer, but approved the deed. And though the Thebans, having lost their
polity, and being enslaved by Archias and Leontidas, had no hopes to
get free fromthis tyranny, which they saw guarded by the whol e
mlitary power of the Spartans, and had no neans to break the yoke,

unl ess these coul d be deposed fromtheir command of sea and | and;

yet Leontidas and his associates, understanding the exiles lived at
Athens in favour with the people, and with honour fromall the good
and virtuous, forned secret designs against their lives, and,
suborni ng sone unknown fellows, despatched Androclides, but were not
successful on the rest. Letters, besides, were sent from Sparta to the
At heni ans, warning themneither to receive nor countenance the exiles,
but expel them as decl ared comon eneni es of the confederacy. But

the Athenians, fromtheir natural hereditary inclination to be kind,
and also to make a grateful return to the Thebans, who had very nuch
assisted themin restoring their denocracy, and had publicly



enacted, that if any Athenian would march arnmed through Boeotia
agai nst the tyrants, that no Boeotian should either see or hear it,
did the Thebans no harm

Pel opi das, though one of the youngest, was active in privately
exciting each single exile; and often told themat their neetings that
it was both di shonourable and inpious to neglect their enslaved and
engarri soned country, and, lazily contented with their own lives and
safety, depend on the decree of the Athenians, and through fear fawn
on every snoot h-tongued orator that was able to work upon the
peopl e: no, they nmust venture for this great prize, taking
Thrasybul us' s bol d courage for exanple, and as he advanced from Thebes
and broke the power of the Athenian tyrants, so they should march from
At hens and free Thebes. Wen by this nethod he had persuaded t hem
they privately despatched sonme persons to those friends they had
| eft at Thebes, and acquainted themw th their designs. Their plans
bei ng approved, Charon, a nan of the greatest distinction, offered his
house for their reception; Phillidas contrived to get hinself made
secretary to Archias and Philip, who then held the office of pol emarch
or chief captain; and Epani nondas had al ready inflaned the youth. For
in their exercises, he had encouraged themto challenge and westle
with the Spartans, and again, when he saw them puffed up with
victory and success, sharply told them that it was the greatest shane
to be such cowards as to serve those whomin strength they so nuch
excel | ed.

The day of action being fixed, it was agreed upon by the exiles that
Pherenicus with the rest should stay at the Thriasian plain, while
sonme few of the younger men tried the first danger, by endeavouring to
get into the city; and, if they were surprised by their enenies, the
others should take care to provide for their children and parents.

Pel opi das first offered to undertake the business; then Ml on,
Danmocl i des, and Theoponpus, men of noble fanmilies, who, in other
things loving and faithful to one another, were rivals constant only
in glory and courageous exploits. They were twelve in all, and

havi ng taken | eave of those that stayed behind sent a nessenger to
Charon, they went forward, clad in short coats, and carryi ng hounds
and hunting-poles with them that they nmight be taken for hunters
beati ng over the fields, and prevent all suspicion in those that net
them on the way. Wen the nmessenger came to Charon, and told him

t hey were approaching, he did not change his resolution at the sight
of danger, but, being a man of his word, offered them his house. But
one Hi pposthenidas, a man of no ill principles, a lover of his
country, and a friend to the exiles, but not of as nuch resolution

as the shortness of tine and the character of the action required,
being as it were dizzied at the greatness of the approaching
enterprise; and beginning now for the first tine to conprehend that,
relying on that weak assistance which could be expected fromthe
exiles, they were undertaking no |l ess a task than to shake the
governnent, and overthrow the whol e power of Sparta; went privately to
his house and sent a friend to Mel on and Pel opi das, desiring themto
forbear for the present, to return to Athens and expect a better
opportunity. The nessenger's name was Chlidon, who, going home in
haste and bringing out his horse, asked for the bridle; but, his

wi fe not knowi ng where it was, and, when it could not be found,
telling himshe had lent it to a friend, first they began to chide,
then to curse one another, and his wife wi shed the journey night prove
ill to himand those that sent him insormuch that Chlidon's passion
made himwaste a great part of the day in this quarrelling, and

then, looking on this chance as an onen, he laid aside all thoughts of
his journey, and went away to sone ot her business. So nearly had these
great and gl orious designs, even in their very birth, lost their



opportunity.

But Pel opi das and hi s conpani ons, dressing thenselves like
countrynen, divided, and, whilst it was yet day, entered at
different quarters of the city. It was, besides, a w ndy day, and
now it just began to snow, which contributed nmuch to their
conceal nent, because nost people were gone indoors to avoid the
weat her. Those, however, that were concerned in the design received
them as they cane, and conducted themto Charon's house, where the
exiles and others made up forty-eight in nunber. The tyrant's
affairs stood thus: the secretary, Phillidas, as | have already
observed, was an acconplice in and privy to all the contrivance of the
exiles, and he a while before had invited Archias, with others, to
an entertainnent on that day, to drink freely, and neet sonme wonen
of the town, on purpose that when they were drunk, and given up to
their pleasures, he might deliver themover to the conspirators. But
bef ore Archias was thoroughly heated notice was given himthat the
exiles were privately in the town; a true report indeed, but
obscure, and not well confirmed: neverthel ess, though Phillidas
endeavoured to divert the discourse, Archias sent one of his guards to
Charon, and conmanded himto attend i mediately. It was evening, and
Pel opi das and his friends with himin the house were putting
thenselves into a fit posture for action, having their breastplates on
al ready, and their swords girt: but at the sudden knocking at the
door, one stepping forth to inquire the matter, and | earning from
the officer that Charon was sent for by the polemarch, returned in
great confusion and acquainted those within; and i mediately
conjectured that the whole plot was discovered, and they should be cut
in pieces, before so much as achieving any action to do credit to
their bravery: yet all agreed that Charon should obey and attend the
pol emarch to prevent suspicion. Charon was, indeed, a man of courage
and resolution in all dangers, yet in this case he was extrenely
concerned, lest any should suspect that he was the traitor and the
death of so nmany brave citizens he laid on him And, therefore, when
he was ready to depart, he brought his son out of the wonen's
apartment, a little boy as yet, but one of the best |ooking and
strongest of all those of his age, and delivered himto Pel opidas with
these words: "If you find me a traitor, treat the boy as an eneny
wi t hout any nercy." The concern which Charon showed drew tears from
many; but all protested vehenently against his supposing any one of
them so nean-spirited and base, at the appearance of approaching
danger, as to suspect or blane hiny and therefore desired himnot to
i nvol ve his son, but to set himout of harm s way: that so he, perhaps
escaping the tyrant's power, might live to revenge the city and his
friends. Charon, however, refused to renmove him and asked, "What
life, what safety could be nore honourable, than to die bravely with
his father and such generous conpani ons?" Thus, inploring the
protection of the gods, and saluting and encouraging themall, he
departed, considering with hinmself, and conposing his voice and
count enance, that he might ook as little |like as possible to what
in fact he really was.

Wien he was cone to the door, Archias with Phillidas came out to
him and said, "I have heard, Charon, that there are some nen just
conme, and lurking in the town, and that sonme of the citizens are
resorting to them" Charon was at first disturbed, but asking, "Wo
are they? and who conceal s then?" and finding Archias did not
t horoughly understand the matter, he concluded that none of those
privy to the design had given this information, and replied, "Do not
di sturb yourselves for an enpty runmour: | will look into it,
however, for no report in such a case is to be neglected.”

Phillidas, who stood by, commended him and | eadi ng back Archi as,



got himdeep in drink, still prolonging the entertainment with the
hopes of the wonen's conpany at |ast. But when Charon returned, and
found the nmen prepared, not as if they hoped for safety and success,
but to die bravely and with the slaughter of their enenmes, he told
Pel opi das and his friends the truth, but pretended to others in the
house that Archias talked to himabout sonething else, inventing a
story for the occasion. This stormwas just blow ng over, when fortune
brought another; for a nessenger cane with a letter from one
Archi as, the Hi erophant at Athens, to his namesake Archias, who was
his friend and guest. This did not nmerely contain a vague
conj ectural suspicion, but, as it appeared afterwards, disclosed every
particul ar of the design. The messenger being brought in to Archias,
who was now pretty well drunk, and delivering the letter, said to him
"The witer of this desired it might be read at once; it is on
urgent business." Archias, with a smile, replied, "Urgent business
tonorrow," and so receiving the letter, he put it under his pillow
and returned to what he had been speaking of with Phillidas, and these
words of his are a proverb to this day anongst the G eeks.

Now when the opportunity seemed convenient for action, they set
out in two conpani es; Pel opi das and Danoclides with their party went
agai nst Leontidas and Hypates, that |ived near together; Charon and
Mel on agai nst Archias and Philip, having put on wonen's apparel over
their breastplates, and thick garlands of fir and pine to shade
their faces; and so, as soon as they came to the door, the guests
cl apped and gave an huzza, supposing themto be the wonen they
expected. But when the conspirators had | ooked about the room and
carefully marked all that were at the entertai nment, they drew their
swords, and naking at Archias and Philip anongst the tables, disclosed
who they were. Phillidas persuaded sone few of his guests to sit
still, and those that got up and endeavoured to assist the
pol emarch, being drunk, were easily despatched. But Pel opi das and
his party met with a harder task; as they attenpted Leontidas, a sober
and forni dabl e man, and when they cane to his house found his door
shut, he being already gone to bed. They knocked a long time before
any one woul d answer, but at |ast, a servant that heard them coning
out and unbarring the door, as soon as the gate gave way, they
rushed in, and, overturning the man, nmade all haste to Leontidas's
chamber. But Leontidas, guessing at the matter by the noise and
runni ng, |eaped fromhis bed and drew his dagger, but forgot to put
out the lights, and by that nmeans nmake themfall foul of one another
in the dark. As it was, being easily seen by reason of the |light, he
recei ved them at his chanber door and stabbed Cephi sodorus, the
first man that entered: on his falling, the next that he engaged was
Pel opi das; and the passage being narrow and Cephi sodorus's body
lying in the way, there was a fierce and dangerous conflict. At [|ast
Pel opi das prevail ed, and having killed Leontidas, he and his
conpani ons went in pursuit of Hypates, and after the same manner broke
into his house. He perceived the design and fled to his neighbours;
but they closely followed, and caught and killed him

Thi s done they joined Melon and sent to hasten the exiles they had
left in Attica: and called upon the citizens to maintain their
liberty, and taking down the spoils fromthe porches, and breaking
open all the armourers' shops that were near, equipped those that cane
to their assistance. Epam nondas and CGorgi das cane in already arned,
with a gallant train of young nmen and the best of the old. Now the
city was in a great excitement and confusion, a great noise and hurry,
lights set up in every house, men running here and there; however, the
people did not as yet gather into a body, but, anmazed at the
proceedi ngs, and not clearly understanding the matter, waited for
the day. And, therefore, the Spartan officers were thought to have



been in fault for not falling on at once, since their garrison

consi sted of about fifteen hundred nmen, and many of the citizens ran
to them but, alarnmed with the noise, the fires, and the confused
runni ng of the people, they kept quietly within the Cadnea. As soon as
day appeared, the exiles fromAttica canme in arnmed, and there was a
general assenbly of the people. Epam nondas and Gorgi das brought forth
Pel opi das and his party, enconpassed by the priests, who held out

garl ands, and exhorted the people to fight for their country and their
gods. The assenbly, at their appearance, rose up in a body and with
shouts and accl amations received the men as their deliverers and

benef actors.

Then Pel opi das, being chosen chief captain of Boeotia, together with
Mel on and Charon, proceeded at once to bl ockade the citadel and
storned it on all sides, being extrenmely desirous to expel the
Lacedaenoni ans, and free the Cadnea, before an arny could cone from
Sparta to their relief. And he just so narrowy succeeded, that
t hey, having surrendered on ternms and departed, on their way hone
nmet C eonmbrotus at Megara marching towards Thebes with a
consi derabl e force. The Spartans condemmed and executed Heri ppi das and
Arci ssus, two of their governors, at Thebes, and Lysanori das the
third, being severely fined, fled to Pel oponnesus. This action so
closely resenbling that of Thrasybulus, in the courage of the
actors, the danger, the encounters, and equally crowned with
success, was called the sister of it by the Greeks. For we can
scarcely find any other exanples where so snall and weak a party of
men by bol d courage overcane such nunerous and powerful enem es, or
brought greater blessings to their country by so doing. But the
subsequent change of affairs made this action the nore fanmous; for the
war whi ch forever ruined the pretensions of Sparta to command, and put
an end to the supremacy she then exercised alike by sea and by | and,
proceeded fromthat night, in which Pel opidas not surprising any fort,
or castle, or citadel, but coming, the twelfth nan, to a private
house, | oosed and broke, if we nay speak truth in nmetaphor, the chains
of the Spartan sway, which before seemed of adamant and i ndi ssol ubl e.

But now t he Lacedaenoni ans i nvadi ng Boeotia with a great arny, the
At heni ans, affrighted at the danger, declared thenselves no allies
to Thebes, and prosecuting those that stood for the Boeotian interest,
executed sone, and bani shed and fined others: and the cause of Thebes,
destitute of allies, seemed in a desperate condition. But Pel opidas
and Gorgidas, holding the office of captains of Boeotia, designing
to breed a quarrel between the Lacedaenoni ans and At heni ans, nade this
contrivance. One Sphodrias, a Spartan, a man fanous i ndeed for courage
in battle, but of no sound judgnent, full of ungrounded hopes and
foolish anbition, was left with an arny at Thespiae, to receive and
succour the Theban renegades. To hi m Pel opi das and hi s col | eagues
privately sent a nmerchant, one of their friends, with noney, and, what
proved nore efficient, advice- that it nore becane a man of his
worth to set upon some great enterprise, and that he should, making
a sudden incursion on the unprotected Athenians, surprise the Piraeus;
since nothing could be so grateful to Sparta as to take Athens; and
t he Thebans, of course, would not stir to the assistance of nmen whom
t hey now hated and | ooked upon as traitors. Sphodrias, being at |ast
wr ought upon, marched into Attica by night with his army, and advanced
as far as Eleusis; but there his soldiers' hearts failing, after
exposing his project and involving the Spartans in a dangerous war, he
retreated to Thespiae. After this the Athenians zeal ously sent
supplies to Thebes, and putting to sea, sailed to many pl aces, and
of fered support and protection to all those of the G eeks who were
willing to revolt.

The Thebans, neantine, singly, having many skirnishes with the



Spartans in Boeotia, and fighting sone battles, not great indeed,

but inportant as training and instructing them thus had their m nds
rai sed, and their bodies inured to |abour, and gained both

experi ence and courage by these frequent encounters, insonuch that
we have it related that Antal cidas, the Spartan, said to Agesilaus,

returni ng wounded from Boeotia, "Indeed, the Thebans have paid you
handsonely for instructing themin the art of war, against their
wills." Inreal truth, however, Agesilaus was not their master in

this, but those that prudently and opportunely, as men do young
dogs, set themon their enenies, and brought them safely off after
they had tasted the sweets of victory and resolution. O all those
| eaders, Pel opi das deserves the nost honour: as after they had once
chosen hi mgeneral, he was every year in conmand as |ong as he
lived; either captain of the sacred band, or, what was nost
frequent, chief captain of Boeotia. About Plataea and Thespi ae the
Spartans were routed and put to flight, and Phoebi das, that
surprised the Cadnea, slain; and at Tanagra a consi derable force was
wor sted, and the | eader Panthoides killed. But these encounters,
t hough they raised the victors' spirits, did not thoroughly dishearten
t he unsuccessful; for there was no set battle, or regular fighting,
but mere incursions on advantage, in which, according to occasion
they charged, retired again, or pursued. But the battle at Tegyrae,
whi ch seenmed a prelude to Leuctra, won Pel opidas great reputation; for
none of the other conmanders could claimany hand in the design, nor
the enenmi es any show of victory. The city of the O choneni ans siding
with the Spartans, and having received two conpanies for its guard, he
kept a constant eye upon it, and watched his opportunity. Hearing that
the garrison had noved into Locris, and hoping to find O chomenus
def encel ess, he marched with his sacred band and sone few horsenen
But when he approached the city, and found that a reinforcenment of the
garrison was on its, march from Sparta, he made a circuit round the
foot of the nmountains, and retreated with his little army through
Tegyrae, that being the only way he coul d pass. For the river Ml as,
al nrost as soon as it rises, spreads itself into marshes and
navi gabl e pools, and nmakes all the plain between inpassable. A
little below the marshes stands the tenple and oracle of Apollo
Tegyraeus, forsaken not |ong before that tinme, having flourished
till the Median wars, Echecrates then being priest. Here they
profess that the god was born; the nei ghbouring nountain is called
Del os, and there the river Melas conmes again into a channel; beyond
the tenples rises two springs, adnirable for the sweetness, abundance,
and cool ness of the streans; one they called Phoenix, the other El aea,
even to the present tine, as if Lucina had not been delivered
between two trees, but fountains. A place hard by, called Ptoum is
shown, where they say she was affrighted by the appearance of a
boar; and the stories of the Python and Tityus are in |ike nanner
appropriated by these localities. | onit many of the points that are
used as argunents. For our tradition does not rank this god anmongst
those that were born, and then made inmmortal, as Hercul es and Bacchus,
whom their virtue rai sed above a nortal and passable condition; but
Apollo is one of the eternal unbegotten deities, if we may collect any
certainty concerning these things, fromthe statements of the ol dest
and wi sest in such subjects.

As the Thebans were retreating from Orchonmenus towards Tegyr ae,
the Spartans, at the sanme tinme marching fromLocris, net them As soon
as they came in view, advancing through the straits, one told
Pel opi das, "W are fallen into our eneny's hands;" he replied, "And
why not they into ours?" and imredi ately commanded his horse to cone
up fromthe rear and charge, while he hinself drew his infantry, being
three hundred in nunber, into a close body, hoping by that neans, at



what soever point he nade the attack, to break his way through his nore
nunerous eneni es. The Spartans had two conpani es (the conpany
consi sting, as Ephorus states, of five hundred; Callisthenes says
seven hundred; others, as Pol ybius, nine hundred); and their
| eaders, Corgol eon and Theoponpus, confident of success, advanced upon
t he Thebans. The charge being made with nmuch fury, chiefly where the
commanders were posted, the Spartan captains that engaged Pel opi das
were first killed; and those inmedi ately around them suffering
severely, the whole arny was thus di sheartened, and opened a | ane
for the Thebans as if they desired to pass through and escape. But
when Pel opi das entered, and turning against those that stood their
ground, still went with a bl oody slaughter, an open flight ensued
anongst the Spartans. The pursuit was carried but a little way,
because they feared the nei ghbouring O chonmeni ans and the
rei nforcements from Lacedaenon; they had succeeded, however, in
fighting a way through their enenies, and overpowering their whole
force; and, therefore, erecting a trophy, and spoiling the slain, they
returned home extrenely encouraged with their achievenents. For in al
the great wars there had ever been agai nst Greeks or barbarians, the
Spartans were never before beaten by a smaller conpany than their own;
nor, indeed, in a set battle, when their nunber was equal. Hence their
courage was thought irresistible, and their high repute before the
battl e nade a conquest already of enenies, who thought thenselves no
match for the nmen of Sparta even on equal terms. But this battle first
taught the other G eeks, that not only Eurotas, or the country between
Babyce and Cnaci on, breeds nmen of courage and resol ution, but that
where the youth are ashaned of baseness, and ready to venture in a
good cause, where they fly disgrace nore than danger, there,
wherever it be, are found the bravest and nost fornidable opponents.
Cor gi das, according to sone, first forned the Sacred Band of three
hundred chosen nen, to whom as being a guard for the citadel, the
State all owed provision, and all things necessary for exercise: and
hence they were called the city band, as citadels of old were
usually called cities. Others say that it was conposed of young nen
attached to each other by personal affection, and a pl easant saying of
Pamrenes is current, that Honer's Nestor was not well skilled in
ordering an arny, when he advised the Greeks to rank tribe and
tribe, and famly and fam ly together, that-

"So tribe might tribe, and kinsmen kinsnmen aid."

but that he shoul d have joined |overs and their bel oved. For men of
the sanme tribe or family little val ue one another when dangers

press; but a band cenented by friendship grounded upon | ove is never
to be broken, and invincible; since the |overs, ashaned to be base

in sight of their beloved, and the bel oved before their |overs,
willingly rush into danger for the relief of one another. Nor can that
be wondered at since they have nore regard for their absent |overs
than for others present; as in the instance of the man who, when his
enenmy was going to kill him earnestly requested himto run him
through the breast, that his lover might not blush to see him

wounded in the back. It is a tradition |ikew se that |olaus, who
assisted Hercules in his labours and fought at his side, was bel oved
of him and Aristotle observes that, even in his tine, lovers plighted
their faith at lolaus's tomb. It is likely, therefore, that this

band was call ed sacred on this account; as Plato calls a |over a
divine friend. It is stated that it was never beaten till the battle
at Chaeronea: and when Philip, after the fight, took a view of the
slain, and canme to the place where the three hundred that fought his
phal anx | ay dead together, he wondered, and understanding that it



was the band of lovers, he shed tears and said, "Perish any nan who
suspects that these nen either did or suffered anything that was
base. "

It was not the disaster of Laius, as the poets imagine, that first
gave rise to this formof attachment anongst the Thebans, but their
| awgi vers, designing to soften whilst they were young their natura
fierceness, brought, for exanple, the pipe into great esteem both
in serious and sportive occasions, and gave great encouragenment to
these friendships in the Pal aestra, to tenper the manners and
characters of the youth. Wth a viewto this they did well, again,
to make Harnony, the daughter of Mars and Venus, their tutelar
deity; since, where force and courage is joined with graceful ness
and wi nni ng behavi our, a harnony ensues that conbines all the elenents
of society in perfect consonance and order. Gorgidas distributed
this Sacred Band all through the front ranks of the infantry, and thus
made their gallantry | ess conspicuous; not being united in one body,
but mngled with so nmany others of inferior resolution, they had no
fair opportunity of showi ng what they could do. But Pel opidas,
having sufficiently tried their bravery at Tegyrae, where they had
fought al one and around his own person, never afterward divided
them but, keeping thementire, and as one nan, gave themthe first
duty in the greatest battles. For as horses ran brisker in a chariot
than singly, not that their joint force divides the air with greater
ease, but because bei ng matched one agai nst the other erul ation
kindl es and inflames their courage; thus he thought brave nen
provoki ng one another to noble actions, would prove nost
servi ceabl e, and nost resolute, where all were united together

Now when the Lacedaenoni ans had nmade peace with the other G eeks,
and united all their strength against the Thebans only, and their
ki ng, O eonbrotus, had passed the frontier with ten thousand f oot
and one thousand horse, and not only subjection, as heretofore, but
total dispersion and annihilation threatened, and Boeotia was in a
greater fear than ever- Pel opidas, |eaving his house, when his wfe
followed himon his way, and with tears begged himto be careful of
his life, nade answer, "Private nmen, nmy wife, should be advised to
| ook to thensel ves, generals to save others." And when he cane to
the canp, and found the chi ef captains disagreeing, he, first,
joined the side of Epani nondas, who advised to fight the eneny; though
Pel opi das hinself was not then in office as chief captain of
Boeotia, but in comrand of the Sacred Band, and trusted as it was
fit a man should be, who had given his country such proofs of his zea
for its freedom And so when a battle was agreed on, and they encanped
in front of the Spartans at Leuctra, Pel opidas saw a vision, which
nmuch di sconposed him In that plain lie the bodies of the daughters of
one Scedasus, called fromthe place Leuctridae, having been buried
there after having been ravished by some Spartan strangers. Wen
this base and | awl ess deed was done, and their father could get no
satisfaction at Lacedaenon, with bitter inprecations on the
Spartans, he killed hinself at his daughters' tonmbs: and fromthat
time the prophecies and oracles still warned themto have a great care
of the divine vengeance at Leuctra. Many, however, did not
under stand the neani ng, being uncertain about the place, because there
was a little maritime town of Laconia called Leuctron, and near
Megal opolis in Arcadia a place of the same nanme; and the villainy
was committed | ong before this battle.

Now Pel opi das, being asleep in the canp, thought he saw the
mai dens weepi ng about their tonbs, and cursing the Spartans, and
Scedasus comanding, if they desired the victory, to sacrifice a
virgin with chestnut hair to his daughters. Pel opidas |ooked on this
as an harsh and inpious injunction, but rose and told it to the



prophets and conmanders of the army, sone of whom contended that it
was fit to obey, and adduced as exanples fromthe ancients, Menhoeceus,
son of Creon; Macaria, daughter of Hercules; and fromlater tines,
Pherecydes t he phil osopher, slain by the Lacedaenoni ans, and his skin,
as the oracles advised, still kept by their kings. Leonidas, again,
warned by the oracle, did as it were sacrifice hinmself for the good of
Greece; Thenistocles offered human victins to Bacchus Onestes,

bef ore the engagenent at Sal amis; and success showed their actions

to be good. On the contrary, Agesilaus, going fromthe same place, and
agai nst the sane enenies that Aganemmon di d, and bei ng commanded in

a dreamat Aulis to sacrifice his daughter, was so weak as to di sobey;
t he consequence of which was, that his expedition was unsuccessful and
i ngl orious. But sonme on the other side urged that such a barbarous and
i mpi ous obligation could not be pleasing to any Superior Beings;

that typhons and giants did not preside over the world, but the
general father of gods and nen; that it was absurd to inmagi ne any
divinities or powers delighted in slaughter and sacrifices of men; or
if there were such, they were to be neglected as weak and unable to
assi st; such unreasonabl e and cruel desires could only proceed from
and live in, weak and depraved mni nds.

The conmanders thus di sputing, and Pel opidas being in a great
perplexity, a mare colt breaking fromthe herd, ran through the
canp, and when she cane to the place where they were stood still;
and whil st sonme admired her bright chestnut colour, others her nettle,
or the strength and fury of her neighing, Theocritus, the augur
took thought, and cried out to Pel opidas, "O good friend! |ook, the
sacrifice is cone; expect no other virgin, but use that which the gods
have sent thee." Wth that they took the colt, and, |eading her to the
mai dens' sepul chres, with the usual solemity and prayers, offered her
with joy, and spread through the whole arny the account of Pel opidas's
dream and how t hey had given the required sacrifice.

In the battle, Epam nondas, bending his phalanx to the left, that,
as much as possible, he might divide the right w ng, conposed of
Spartans, fromthe other Geeks, and distress C eonbrotus by a
fierce charge in colum on that wi ng, the enem es perceived the
design, and began to change their order, to open and extend their
right wing, and, as they far exceeded himin nunber, to enconpass
Epani nondas. But Pel opidas with the three hundred cane rapidly up,
before C eonbrotus could extend his Iine, and close up his
divisions, and so fell upon the Spartans while in disorder; though the
Lacedaenoni ans, the expertest and nost practised soldiers of al
manki nd, used to train and accustomthensel ves to nothing so nmuch as
to keep thensel ves from confusi on upon any change of position, and
to follow any | eader, or right-hand man, and formin order, and
fight on what part soever dangers press. In this battle, however,

Epani nondas with his phal anx, neglecting the other G eeks, and
chargi ng them al one, and Pel opi das coming up with such incredible
speed and fury, so broke their courage and baffled their art that
there began such a flight and sl aughter anongst the Spartans as was
never before known. And so Pel opi das, though in no high office, but
only captain of a small band, got as rmuch reputation by the victory as
Epani nondas, who was general and chief captain of Boeotia.

Into Pel oponnesus, however, they both advanced together as
col | eagues in suprene comand, and gai ned the greater part of the
nati ons there fromthe Spartan confederacy; Elis, Argos, all
Arcadi a, and nuch of Laconia itself. It was the dead of winter, and
but few of the |ast days of the nonth renai ned, and, in the
begi nning of the next, few officers were to succeed, and whoever
failed to deliver up his charge forfeited his head. Therefore, the
ot her chief captains fearing the law, and to avoid the sharpness of



the winter, advised a retreat. But Pel opidas joined with
Epani nondas, and, encouraging his countrynmen, |ed them agai nst Sparta,
and, passing the Eurotas, took many of the towns, and wasted the
country as far as the sea. This arny consisted of seventy thousand
G eeks, of which nunber the Thebans could not nake the twel fth part;
but the reputation of the men made all their allies contented to
follow them as | eaders, though no articles to that effect had been
made. For, indeed, it seens the first and paranount |[aw, that he
that wants a defender is naturally a subject to himthat is able to
defend: as mariners, though in a calmor in the port they grow
i nsol ent, and brave the pilot, yet when a stormcones, and danger is
at hand, they all attend, and put their hopes in him So the
Argives, Eleans, and Arcadians, in their congresses, would contend
with the Thebans for superiority in command, yet in a battle, or any
hazar dous undertaking, of their own will followed their Theban
captains. In this expedition they united all Arcadia into one body,
and expelling the Spartans that inhabited Messenia, they called back
the ol d Messenians, and established themin Ithone in one body; -
and, returning through Cenchreae, they di spersed the Athenians, who
designed to set upon themin the straits, and hinder their narch

For these exploits, all the other Greeks |loved their courage and
admired their success; but anong their own citizens, envy, stil
increasing with their glory, prepared them no pleasing nor agreeable
reception. Both were tried for their lives, because they did not
deliver up their conmand in the first nonth, Bucatius, as the |aw
required, but kept it four nonths longer, in which time they did these
nmenor abl e actions in Messenia, Arcadia, and Laconia. Pel opi das was
first tried, and therefore in greatest danger, but both were
acqui tted. Epanmi nondas bore the accusation and trial very patiently,
esteenming it a great and essential part of courage and generosity
not to resent injuries in political life. But Pel opidas, being a man
of a fiercer tenper, and stirred on by his friends to revenge the
affront, took the follow ng occasion. Mneclidas, the orator, was
one of those that had net with Melon and Pel opi das at Charon's
house; but not receiving equal honour, and being powerful in his
speech, but loose in his manners, and ill-natured, he abused his
natural endowrents, even after this trial, to accuse and cal umi ate
his betters. He excluded Epam nondas fromthe chief captaincy, and for
a long time kept the upper hand of him but he was not powerful enough
to bring Pel opi das out of the people's favour, and therefore
endeavoured to raise a quarrel between himand Charon. And since it is
sone confort to the envious to nake those nen, whomthensel ves
cannot excel, appear worse than others, he studiously enlarged upon
Charon's actions in his speeches to the people, and nmade panegyrics on
his expeditions and victories; and, of the victory which the
horsemen won at Pl ataea, before the battle at Leuctra, under
Charon's comand, he endeavoured to make the follow ng sacred
nmenorial . Androcydes, the Cyzicenian, had undertaken to paint a
previous battle for the city, and was at work in Thebes: and when
the revolt began, and the war cane on, the Thebans kept the picture
that was then al nost finished. This picture Meneclidas persuaded
themto dedicate, inscribed with Charon's nane, designing by that
nmeans to obscure the glory of Epami nondas and Pel opidas. This was a
| udi crous piece of pretension, to set a single victory, where only one
CGerandas, an obscure Spartan, and forty nore were slain, above such
nunerous and inportant battles. This notion Pel opi das opposed, as
contrary to law, alleging that it was not the custom of the Thebans to
honour any single man, but to attribute the victory to their
country; yet in all the contest he extrenely conmended Charon, and
confined hinmself to showi ng Meneclidas to be a troubl esone and envi ous



fell ow, asking the Thebans, if they had done nothing that was
excel l ent insonuch that Meneclidas was severely fined; and he, being
unabl e to pay, endeavoured afterwards to disturb the governnent. These
things give us sone light into Pelopidas's life.

Now when Al exander, the tyrant of Pherae, nade open war agai nst sone
of the Thessalians, and had designs against all, the cities sent an
enbassy to Thebes, to desire succours and a general; and Pel opi das,
knowi ng t hat Epani nondas was detai ned by the Pel oponnesi an affairs,
offered hinmself to |l ead the Thessalians, being unwilling to let his
courage and skill lie idle, and thinking it unfit that Epami nondas
shoul d be withdrawn fromhis present duties. Wen he canme into
Thessaly with his army, he presently took Larissa, and endeavoured
to reclaimAl exander, who subnitted, and bring him from being a
tyrant, to govern gently, and according to law, but finding him
untractabl e and brutish, and hearing great conplaints of his |ust
and cruelty, Pel opi das began to be severe, and used hi mroughly,

i nsomuch that the tyrant stole away privately with his guard. But

Pel opi das, | eaving the Thessalians fearless of the tyrant, and friends
anongst thensel ves, marched into Macedoni a, where Ptol eny was then

at war with Al exander the King of Macedon; both parties having sent
for himto hear and deternmine their differences, and assist the one

t hat appeared injured. Wien he canme, he reconciled them calling

back the exiles; and receiving for hostages Philip the king' s brother
and thirty children of the nobles, he brought themto Thebes;

showi ng the other G eeks how wi de a reputation the Thebans had

gai ned for honesty and courage. This was that Philip who afterwards
endeavoured to enslave the Greeks; then he was a boy, lived with
Pamenes in Thebes; and hence some conjecture that he took

Epani nondas's actions for the rule of his own; and perhaps, indeed, he
did take exanple fromhis activity and skill in war, which, however,
was but a small portion of his virtues; of his tenperance, justice,
generosity, and mildness, in which he was truly great, Philip

enj oyed no share either by nature or imtation

After this, upon a second conpl aint of the Thessalians agai nst
Al exander of Pherae, as a disturber of the cities, Pelopidas was
joined with Isnmenias, in an enbassy to him but [ed no forces from
Thebes not expecting any war, and therefore was necessitated to make
use of the Thessalians upon the energency. At the sanme tine, also,
Macedon was in confusion again, as Ptolemy had nurdered the king,
and sei zed the government: but the king's friends sent for
Pel opi das, and he being willing to interpose in the matter, but having
no soldiers of his own, enlisted some nercenaries in that country, and
wi th them marched agai nst Ptol eny. When they faced one anot her Ptol eny
corrupted these nmercenaries with a sum of noney, and persuaded themto
revolt to him but yet fearing the very name and reputation of
Pel opi das, he cane to himas his superior, submitted, begged his
pardon, and protested that he kept the government only for the
brothers of the dead king, and would prove a friend to the friends,
and an eneny to the enenies of Thebes; and, to confirmthis, he gave
his son, Philoxenus, and fifty of his conpanions, for hostages.

These Pel opi das sent to Thebes; but he hinself, being vexed at the
treachery of the nercenaries, and understanding that nost of their
goods, their wives, and children lay at Pharsalus, so that if he could
take themthe injury would be sufficiently revenged, got together sone
of the Thessalians, and marched to Pharsal us. Wen he just entered the
city, Al exander, the tyrant, appeared before it with an arnmny; but

Pel opi das and his friends, thinking that he came to clear hinself from
those crinmes that were laid to his charge, went to hiny and though
they knew very well that he was profligate and cruel, yet they

i magi ned that the authority of Thebes, and their own dignity and



reputation, would secure themfromviolence. But the tyrant, seeing
them conme unarned and al one, seized them and made hinsel f naster of
Pharsal us. Upon this his subjects were nuch intinidated, thinking that
after so great and so bold an iniquity he would spare none, but behave
hinself toward all, and in all natters, as one despairing of his life.
The Thebans, when they heard of this, were very nuch enraged, and
despat ched an arnmny, Epam nondas being then in disgrace, under the
command of other |eaders. Wen the tyrant brought Pel opidas to Pherae,
at first he pernitted those that desired it to speak with him
i magi ning that this disaster would break his spirit, and nake him
appear contenptible. But when Pel opi das advi sed the conpl ai ni ng
Pheraeans to be conforted, as if the tyrant was now certain in a short
time to smart for his injuries, and sent to tell him "that it was
absurd daily to tornment and nurder his wetched i nnocent subjects, and
yet spare him who, he well knew, if ever he got his liberty, would be
bitterly revenged;" the tyrant, wondering at his bol dness and
freedom of speech, replied, "And why is Pelopidas in haste to die?"
He, hearing of it, rejoined, "That you may be the sooner ruined, being
then nore hated by the gods than now." Fromthat time he forbade any
to converse with hiny but Thebe, the daughter of Jason and wife to
Al exander, hearing fromthe keepers of the bravery and nobl e behavi our
of Pel opidas, had a great desire to see and speak with him Now when
she cane into the prison, and, as a wonan, could not at once discern
his greatness in his calanmty, only judging by the neanness of his
attire and general appearance, that he was used basely and not
befitting a man of his reputation, she wept. Pel opidas, at first not
knowi ng who she was, stood amazed; but when he understood, saluted her
by her father's nanme- Jason and he having been friends and
fam liars- and she saying, "I pity your wife, sir," he replied, "And
you, that though not in chains, can endure Al exander." This touched
t he woman, who already hated Al exander for his cruelty and
injustice, for his general debaucheries, and for his abuse of her
youngest brother. She, therefore, often went to Pel opi das, and,
speaking freely of the indignities she suffered, grew nore enraged and
nor e exasper at ed agai nst Al exander.
The Theban generals that were sent into Thessaly did nothing, but,
being either unskillful or unfortunate, made a di shonourabl e
retreat, for which the city fined each of themten thousand
drachmas, and sent Epami nondas with their forces. The Thessali ans,
inspirited by the fanme of this general, at once began to stir, and the
tyrant's affairs were at the verge of destruction; so great was the
fear that possessed his captains and his friends, and so eager the
desire of his subjects to revolt, in hope of his speedy punishnent.
But Epami nondas, nore solicitous for the safety of Pel opidas than
his own glory, and fearing that if things cane to extrenity
Al exander woul d grow desperate, and, like a wild beast, turn and worry
him did not prosecute the war to the utnost; but, hovering still over
himwi th his arny, he so handled the tyrant as not to | eave hi many
confidence, and yet not to drive himto despair and fury. He was aware
of his savageness, and the little value he had for right and
justice, insomuch that sonetinmes he buried nmen alive, and sonetines
dressed themin bears' and boars' skins, and then baited themwth
dog, or shot at themfor his divertisenent. At Meliboea and
Scotussa, two cities, his allies, he called all the inhabitants to
an assenbly, and then surrounded them and cut themto pieces with
his guards. He consecrated the spear with which he killed his uncle
Pol yphron, and, crowning it with garlands, sacrificed to it as a
god, and called it Tychon. And once seeing a tragedian act Euripides's
Troades, he left the theatre; but sending for the actor, bade him
not to be concerned at his departure, but act as he had been used to



do, as it was not in contenpt of himthat he departed, but because

he was ashanmed that his citizens should see him who never pitied

any nman that he nmurdered, weep at the sufferings of Hecuba and
Andromache. This tyrant, however alarned at the very nane, report, and
appear ance of an expedition under the conduct of Epani nondas,
presently-

"Dropped |like a craven cock his conquered wi ng."

and sent an enbassy to entreat and offer satisfaction. Epam nondas
refused to admit such a man as an ally to the Thebans, but granted him
a truce of thirty days, and Pel opi das and | snmeni as being delivered up
returned hone.

Now t he Thebans, understandi ng that the Spartans and At heni ans had
sent an enbassy to the Persians for assistance, thenselves,
i kewi se, sent Pel opidas; an excellent design to increase his glory,
no man havi ng ever before passed through the dominions of the king
with greater fame and reputation. For the glory that he won agai nst
the Spartans did not creep slowy or obscurely; but, after the fanme of
the first battle at Leuctra was gone abroad, the report of new
victories continually foll owi ng, exceedingly increased, and spread his
celebrity far and near. \Whatever satraps or generals or commanders
he nmet, he was the object of their wonder and discourse. "This is
the man," they said, "who hath beaten the Lacedaenoni ans from sea
and | and, and confined that Sparta within Taygetus and Eurotas, which
but alittle before, under the conduct of Agesilaus, was entering upon
a war with the great king about Susa and Ecbatana." This pleased
Artaxerxes, and he was the nore inclined to show Pel opi das attention
and honour, being desirous to seemreverenced, and attended by the
greatest. But when he saw himand heard his di scourse, nore solid than
t he At henians, and not so haughty as the Spartans, his regard was
hei ght ened, and, truly acting like a king, he openly showed the
respect that he felt for him and this the other anbassadors
perceived. O all other G eeks he had been thought to have done
Ant al ci das, the Spartan, the greatest honour, by sending himthat
garl and di pped in an unguent, which he hinmself had worn at an
entertai nnent. Indeed, he did not deal so delicately with Pel opi das,
but, according to the custom gave himthe nost splendid and
consi derabl e presents, and granted himhis desires- that the
G eci ans should be free, Messenia inhabited, and the Thebans account ed
the king's hereditary friends. Wth these answers, but not accepting
one of the presents, except what was a pl edge of ki ndness and
good-wi Il, he returned. This behaviour of Pel opidas ruined the other
anbassadors; the Athenians condemed and executed their Timagoras,
and, indeed, if they did it for receiving so many presents fromthe
king, their sentence was just and good; as he not only took gold and
silver, but a rich bed, and slaves to nake it, as if the Geeks were
unskillful in that art; besides eighty cows and herdsmen, professing
he needed cows' nilk for sonme distenper; and, lastly, he was carried
inalitter to the seaside, with a present of four talents for his
attendants. But the Athenians, perhaps, were not so much irritated
at his greediness for the presents. For Epicrates the
baggage-carrier not only confessed to the people that he had
received gifts fromthe king, but made a notion, that instead of
ni ne archons, they should yearly choose nine poor citizens to be
sent anbassadors to the king, and enriched by his presents, and the
peopl e only | aughed at the joke. But they were vexed that the
Thebans obtai ned their desires, never considering that Pel opidas's
fame was nore powerful than all their rhetorical discourse, with a man
who still inclined to the victorious in arnms. This enbassy, having



obtained the restitution of Messenia, and the freedom of the other
Greeks, got Pel opidas a great deal of good-will at his return

At this tinme, Alexander the Pheraean falling back to his old nature,
and having seized many of the Thessalian cities, and put garrisons
upon the Achaeans of Phthiotis, and the Magnesians, the cities,
hearing that Pel opi das was returned, sent an enbassy to Thebes
requesting succours, and himfor their |eader. The Thebans willingly
granted their desire; and now when all things were prepared, and the
general beginning to march, the sun was eclipsed, and darkness
spread over the city at noonday. Now when Pel opi das saw t hem
startled at the prodigy, he did not think it fit to force on nmen who
were afraid and out of heart, nor to hazard seven thousand of his
citizens; and therefore with only three hundred horse vol unteers,
set forward hinself to Thessaly, nuch against the will of the augurs
and his fellowcitizens in general, who all imagined this narked
portent to have reference to this great man. But he was heated agai nst
Al exander for the injuries he had received, and hoped |ikew se, from
the di scourse which fornmerly he had with Thebe, that his fam |y by
this time was divided and in disorder. But the glory of the expedition
chiefly excited him for he was extrenely desirous at this ting,
when the Lacedaenoni ans were sending out military officers to assist
Di onysius the Sicilian tyrant, and the At heni ans took Al exander's pay,
and honoured himwith a brazen statue as a benefactor, that the
Thebans shoul d be seen, alone, of all the G eeks, undertaking the
cause of those who were oppressed by tyrants, and destroying the
violent and illegal forms of government in G eece.

Wien Pel opi das was cone to Pharsalus, he formed an arny, and
presently marched agai nst Al exander; and Al exander understandi ng
t hat Pel opi das had few Thebans with him and that his own infantry was
doubl e the nunmber of the Thessalians, faced himat Thetidium Some one
told Pel opidas, "The tyrant neets us with a great armny;" "So nuch
the better," he replied, "for then we shall overcome the nore."
Bet ween the two armies |lay sone steep high hills about
Cynoscephal ae, which both parties endeavoured to take by their foot.
Pel opi das commanded his horse, which were good and many, to charge
that of the enenies; they routed and pursued themthrough the plain.
But Al exander neantime took the hills, and chargi ng the Thessalian
foot that came up later, and strove to clinb the steep and craggy
ascent, killed the forenost, and the others, nmuch distressed, could do
the enenies no harm Pel opidas, observing this, sounded a retreat to
his horse, and gave orders that they should charge the enenies that
kept their ground; and he hinself, taking his shield, quickly joined
those that fought about the hills, and advancing to the front,
filled his nen with such courage and al acrity, that the enenies
i magi ned they cane with other spirits and other bodies to the onset.
They stood two or three charges, but finding these cone on stoutly,
and the horse, also, returning fromthe pursuit, gave ground, and
retreated in order. Pel opi das now perceiving, fromthe rising
ground, that the eneny's arny was, though not yet routed, full of
di sorder and confusion, stood and | ooked about for Al exander; and when
he saw himin the right w ng, encouraging and ordering his
nmercenari es, he could not noderate his anger, but inflanmed at the
sight, and blindly follow ng his passion, regardl ess alike of his
own |ife and his command, advanced far before his soldiers, crying out
and chal l enging the tyrant who did not dare to receive him but
retreating, hid hinself anongst his guard. The forenost of the
nercenari es that canme hand to hand were driven back by Pel opi das,
and sone killed; but many at a di stance shot through his arnour and
wounded him till the Thessalians, in anxiety for the result, ran down
the hill to his relief, but found himalready slain. The horse canme up



al so, and routed the phalanx, and follow ng the pursuit a great way
filled the whole country with the slain, which were above three
t housand.

No one can wonder that the Thebans then present should show great
grief at the death of Pelopidas, calling himtheir father,
deliverer, and instructor in all that was good and conmendabl e. But
the Thessalians and the allies, outdoing in their public edicts al
the just honours that could be paid to human courage, gave, in their
di splay of feeling, yet stronger denonstrations of the kindness they
had for him It is stated that none of the soldiers, when they heard
of his death, would put off their arnmour, unbridle their horses, or
dress their wounds, but still hot and with their arns on, ran to the
corpse, and, as if he had been yet alive and could see what they
di d, heaped up spoils about his body. They cut off their horses' manes
and their own hair, many kindled no fire in their tents, took no
supper, and sil ence and sadness was spread over all the arny; as if
they had not gained the greatest and nost glorious victory, but were
overcone by the tyrant and enslaved. As soon as it was known in the
cities, the nagistrates, youths, children, and priests canme out to
neet the body, and brought trophies, crowns, and suits of golden
arnour; and, when he was to be interred, the elders of the Thessalians
canme and begged the Thebans that they nmight give the funeral; and
one of themsaid, "Friends, we ask a favour of you, that will prove
bot h an honour and confort to us in this our great misfortune. The
Thessal i ans shall never again wait on the living Pel opi das, shal
never give honours of which he can be sensible, but if we may have his
body, adorn his funeral, and inter him we shall hope to show that
we esteem his death a greater loss to the Thessalians than to the
Thebans. You have lost only a good general, we both a general and
our liberty. For how shall we dare to desire from you another captain,
since we cannot restore Pel opi das?"

The Thebans granted their request, and there was never a nore
splendid funeral in the opinion of those who do not think the glory of
such solemities consists only in gold, ivory, and purple; as
Philistus did, who extravagantly cel ebrates the funeral of
Di onysius, in which his tyranny concluded |ike the ponpous exit of
sonme great tragedy. Al exander the Great, at the death of
Hephaestion, not only cut off the manes of his horses and his mules,
but took down the battlements fromthe city walls, that even the towns
m ght seem nourners, and instead of their former beauteous appearance,
| ook bald at his funeral. But such honours, being conmanded and forced
fromthe nourners, attended with feelings of jealousy towards those
who received them and of hatred towards those who exacted them
were no testinonies of |ove and respect, but of the barbaric pride,
| uxury, and insol ence of those who lavished their wealth in these vain
and undesirabl e displays. But that a man of common rank, dying in a
strange country, neither his wife, children, nor kinsnen present, none
ei ther asking or conpelling it, should be attended, buried, and
crowned by so nmany cities that strove to exceed one another in the
denonstrations of their |ove, seens to be the sumand conpl etion of
happy fortune. For the death of happy nen is not, as Aesop observes,
nost grievous, but nost blessed, since it secures their felicity,
and puts it out of fortune's power. And that Spartan advi sed well,
who, enbracing Di agoras, that had hinself been crowned in the
A ynmpi ¢ Ganmes, and saw his sons and grandchildren victors, said, "Die,
Di agoras, for thou canst not be a god." And yet who woul d conpare
all the victories in the Pythian and O ynpi an Ganes put together
with one of those enterprises of Pel opidas, of which he successfully
performed so many? Having spent his life in brave and gl ori ous
actions, he died at last in the chief command, for the thirteenth



time, of the Boeotians, fighting bravely and in the act of slaying a
tyrant, in defence of the liberty of the Thessalians.

H s death, as it brought grief, so likewise it produced advantage to
the allies; for the Thebans, as soon as they heard of his fall
del ayed not their revenge, but presently sent seven thousand foot
and seven hundred horse, under the comand of Malcitas and Diogiton
And they, finding Al exander weak and without forces, conpelled him
to restore the cities he had taken, to withdraw his garrisons fromthe
Magnesi ans and Achaeans of Phthiotis, and swear to assist the
Thebans agai nst what soever enenies they should require. This contented
t he Thebans, but puni shment overtook the tyrant for his w ckedness,
and the death of Pel opi das was revenged by Heaven in the follow ng
manner. Pel opi das, as | have already nentioned, had taught his wfe
Thebe not to fear the outward spl endour and show of the tyrant's
def ences, since she was adnitted within them She, of herself, too
dreaded his inconstancy, and hated his cruelty; and therefore,
conspiring with her three brothers, Tisiphonus, Pytholaus, and
Lycophron, made the followi ng attenpt upon him Al other apartnents
were full of the tyrant's night guards, but their bed-chanber was an
upper room and before the door lay a chained dog to guard it, which
would fly at all but the tyrant and his wife and one servant that
fed him Wen Thebe, therefore, designed to kill her husband, she
hid her brothers all day in a roomhard by, and she, going in al one,
according to her usual custom to Al exander, who was asl eep already,
inalittle time cane out again, and conmmanded the servant to | ead
away the dog, for Al exander w shed to rest quietly. She covered the
stairs with wool, that the young nen m ght nake no noi se as they
came up; and then, bringing up her brothers with their weapons, and
| eaving them at the chanber door, she went in, and brought away the
tyrant's sword that hung over his head, and showed it themfor
confirmation that he was fast asleep. The young nen appearing fearful
and unwilling to do the rmurder, she chid them and angrily vowed she
woul d wake Al exander and di scover the conspiracy; and so, with a
I anp in her hand, she conducted themin, they being both ashamed and
afraid, and brought themto the bed; when one of them caught him by
the feet, the other pulled himbackwards by the hair, and the third
ran himthrough. The death was nore speedy, perhaps, than was fit;
but, in that he was the first tyrant that was killed by the
contrivance of his wife, and as his corpse was abused, thrown out, and
trodden under foot by the Pheraeans, he seens to have suffered what
his villainies deserved.

THE END
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