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THE fable of Ixion, who, enbracing a cloud instead of Juno, begot
the Centaurs, has been ingeniously enough supposed to have been
invented to represent to us anbitious men, whose ninds, doting on
glory, which is a nere imge of virtue, produce nothing that is
genuine or uniform but only, as night be expected of such a
conjunction, misshapen and unnatural actions. Running after their
enul ati ons and passions, and carried away by the inmpul ses of the
nonment, they may say with the herdsnen in the tragedy of Sophocl es-

"W follow these, though born their rightful |ords,
And t hey command us, though they speak no words."

For this is indeed the true condition of men in public Iife, who, to
gain the vain title of being the people's | eaders and governors, are
content to make thensel ves the slaves and followers of all the
peopl e's hunours and caprices. For as the | ookout nmen at the ship's
prow, though they see what is ahead before the nen at the helm yet
constantly |l ook back to the pilots there, and obey the orders they
give; so these nen, steered, as | may say, by popul ar appl ause, though
t hey bear the name of governors, are in reality the mere underlings of
the multitude. The nan who is conpletely wi se and virtuous has no need
at all of glory, except so far as it disposes and eases his way to
action by the greater trust that it procures him A young man,
grant, may be permitted, while yet eager for distinction, to pride
hinself a little in his good deeds; for (as Theophrastus says) his
virtues, which are yet tender and, as it were, in the blade, cherished
and supported by praises, grow stronger, and take the deeper root. But
when this passion is exorbitant, it is dangerous in all nen, and in
t hose who govern a comonweal th, utterly destructive. For in the
possession of |large power and authority, it transports nmen to a degree
of madness; so that now they no nore think what is good, glorious, but
wi || have those actions only esteened good that are glorious. As
Phoci on, therefore, answered King Antipater, who sought his
approbati on of some unworthy action, "I cannot be your flatterer,
and your friend," so these nmen should answer the people, "I cannot
govern and obey you." For it may happen to the commonweal th, as to the
serpent in the fable, whose tail, rising in rebellion against the
head, conpl ai ned, as of a great grievance, that it was always forced
to follow, and required that it should be permtted by turns to | ead
the way. And taking the command accordingly, it soon inflicted, by its
sensel ess courses, nischiefs in abundance upon itself, while the
head was torn and lacerated with followi ng, contrary to nature, a
gui de that was deaf and blind. And such we see to have been the | ot of
many, who, submitting to be guided by the inclinations of an
uni nf orned and unreasoning multitude, could neither stop, nor
recover thenselves out of the confusion

This is what has occurred to us to say of that glory which depends
on the voice of large nunbers, considering the sad effects of it in
the misfortunes of Caius and Tiberius G acchus, nmen of noble nature,
and whose generous natural dispositions were inproved by the best of
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educations, and who cane to the adninistration of affairs with the
nost | audable intentions; yet they were ruined, | cannot say by an

i moderate desire of glory, but by a nore excusable fear of

di sgrace. For being excessively beloved and favoured by the people,
they thought it a discredit to themnot to make full repaynent,
endeavouring by new public acts to outdo the honours they had

recei ved, and again, because of these new ki ndnesses, incurring yet
further distinctions; till the people and they, nutually inflanmed, and
vying thus with each other in honours and benefits, brought things
at last to such a pass that they night say that to engage so far was
i ndeed a folly, but to retreat would now be a shane.

This the reader will easily gather fromthe story. | will now
conpare with themtwo Lacedaenoni an popul ar | eaders, the kings Agis
and C eonenes. For they, being desirous also to raise the people,
and to restore the noble and just form of government, now | ong
fallen into disuse, incurred the hatred of the rich and powerful,
who could not endure to be deprived of the selfish enjoynment to
whi ch they were accustoned. These were not indeed brothers by
nature, as the two Romans, but they had a kind of brotherly
resenbl ance in their actions and designs, which took a rise from
such begi nni ngs and occasions as | am now about to rel ate.

Wien the | ove of gold and silver had once gained adnittance into the
Lacedaenoni an conmonweal th, it was quickly followed by avarice and
baseness of spirit in the pursuit of it, and by luxury, effem nacy,
and prodigality in the use. Then Sparta fell fromalnost all her
fornmer virtue and repute, and so continued till the days of Agis and
Leoni das, who both together were kings of the Lacedaenoni ans.

Agis was of the royal family of Eurypon, son of Eudami das, and the
sixth in descent from Agesilaus, who nmade the expedition into Asia,
and was the greatest man of his tine in G eece. Agesilaus |eft
behind hima son called Archidanus, the same who was slain at
Mandonium in ltaly, by the Messapi ans, and who was then succeeded
by his el dest son Agis. He being killed by Antipater near Megal opoli s,
and | eaving no issue, was succeeded by his brother Eudam das; he by
a son call ed Archidanus; and Archidamus by anot her Eudani das, the
father of this Agis of whomwe now treat.

Leoni das, son of O eonynus, was of the other royal house of the
Agi adae, and the eighth in descent from Pausani as, who defeated
Mardonius in the battle of Plataea. Pausanias was succeeded by a son
call ed Plistoanax; and he by anot her Pausani as who was bani shed, and
lived as a private man at Tegea, while his el dest son, Agesipolis,
reigned in his place. He, dying wthout issue, was succeeded by a
younger brother, called C eonbrotus, who left two sons; the el der
was Agesipolis, who reigned but a short tinme, and died without
i ssue; the younger, who then becane king, was called C eonenes, and
had al so two sons, Acrotatus and O eonynus. The first died before
his father, but left a son called Areus, who succeeded, and bei ng
slain at Corinth, left the kingdomto his son Acrotatus. This
Acrotatus was defeated, and slain near Megal opolis, in a battle
agai nst the tyrant Aristodenus; he left his wife big with child, and
on her being delivered of a son, Leonidas, son of the above-naned
C eonynus, was nmade his guardian, and as the young king died before
beconmi ng a man, he succeeded in the ki ngdom

Leoni das was a king not particularly suitable to his people. For
though there were at that tinme at Sparta a general decline in manners,
yet a greater revolt fromthe old habits appeared in himthan in
others. For having lived a long tinme anong the great |ords of
Persia, and been a follower of King Seleucus, he unadvisedly thought
to imtate, anong Greek institutions and in a | awful government, the
pride and assunption usual in those courts. Agis, on the contrary,



in fineness of nature and elevation of mind, not only far excelled
Leoni das, but in a manner all the kings that had reigned since the
great Agesilaus. For though he had been bred very tenderly, in
abundance and even in luxury, by his nother Agesistrata and his
grandnot her Archidania, who were the weal thiest of the Lacedaenoni ans,
yet, before the age of twenty, he renounced all indul gence in

pl easures. Wthdrawing hinmself as far as possible fromthe gaiety

and ornanment whi ch seened beconing to the grace of his person, he nade
it his pride to appear in the coarse Spartan coat. In his neals, his
bat hi ngs, and in all his exercises, he followed the old Laconian
usage, and was often heard to say, he had no desire for the place of
king, if he did not hope by neans of that authority to restore their
anci ent |laws and discipline.

The Lacedaenoni ans mnight date the beginning of their corruption from
their conquest of Athens, and the influx of gold and silver anobng them
that thence ensued. Yet, neverthel ess, the nunber of houses which
Lycurgus appoi nted being still maintained, and the law remaining in
force by which every one was obliged to | eave his lot or portion of
land entirely to his son, a kind of order and equality was thereby
preserved, which still in sone degree sustained the state amidst its
errors in other respects. But one Epitadeus happening to be ephor, a
man of great influence, and of a willful, violent spirit, on sone
occasion of a quarrel with his son, proposed a decree, that all nen
shoul d have liberty to dispose of their land by gift in their
lifetime, or by their last will and testanent. This being pronoted
by himto satisfy a passion of revenge, and through covetousness
consented to by others, and thus enacted for a law, was the ruin of
the best state of the commonweal th. For the rich nen without scruple
drew the estate into their own hands, excluding the rightful heirs
fromtheir succession; and all the wealth being centered upon the few,
the generality were poor and m serable. Honorable pursuits, for
whi ch there was no longer |eisure, were neglected; the state was
filled with sordid business, and with hatred and envy of the rich
There did not remain above seven hundred of the old Spartan
fam lies, of which, perhaps, one hundred mnmi ght have estate in |and,
the rest were destitute alike of wealth and of honour, were tardy
and unperforming in the defence of their country against its enenies
abroad, and eagerly watched the opportunity for change and
revol ution at hone.

Agis, therefore, believing it a glorious action, as in truth it was,
to equalize and repeople the state, began to sound the inclinations of
the citizens. He found the young nmen di sposed beyond his
expectation; they were eager to enter with himupon the contest in the
cause of virtue, and to fling aside, for freedom s sake, their old
manner of life, as readily as the westler does his garnent. But the
old men, habituated and nore confirmed in their vices, were nost of
themas alarnmed at the very nane of Lycurgus, as a fugitive slave to
be brought back before his of fended naster. These nmen could not endure
to hear Agis continually deploring the present state of Sparta, and
wi shing she nmight be restored to her ancient glory. But on the other
side, Lysander, the son of Libys, Mandroclidas, the son of Ecphanes,
together with Agesilaus, not only approved his design, but assisted
and confirmed himin it. Lysander had a great authority and credit
with the people; Mandroclidas was esteened the ablest Greek of his
time to manage an affair and put it in train, and, joined with skil
and cunning, had a great degree of bol dness. Agesilaus was the
king's uncle, by the nother's side; an el oquent man, but covetous
and vol uptuous, who was not noved by consi derations of public good,
but rather seemed to be persuaded in it by his son Hi pponedon, whose
courage and signal actions in war had gained hima high esteem and



great influence anpbng the young nmen of Sparta, though indeed the
true notive was, that he had many debts, and hoped by this neans to be
freed fromthem

As soon as Agis had prevailed with his uncle, he endeavoured by
his nediation to gain his nother also, who had many friends and
followers, and a nunber of persons in her debt in the city, and took a
considerable part in public affairs. At the first proposal she was
very averse, and strongly advi sed her son not to engage in so
difficult and so unprofitable an enterprise. But Agesilaus endeavoured
to possess her, that the thing was not so difficult as she inmagi ned,
and that it might, in all likelihood, redound to the advantage of
her family; while the king, her son, besought her not for noney's sake
to decline assisting his hopes of glory. He told her he could not
pretend to equal other kings in riches, the very followers and nenials
of the satraps and stewards of Sel eucus or Ptol eny abounding nore in
wealth than all the Spartan kings put together; but if by contenpt
of wealth and pleasure, by sinplicity and magnaninmty, he could
surpass their luxury and abundance; if he could restore their former
equality to the Spartans, then he should be a great king indeed. In
concl usi on, the nother and the grandnother also were so taken, so
carried away with the inspiration, as it were, of the young man's
nobl e and generous anbition, that they not only consented, but were
ready on all occasions to spur himon to a perseverance, and not
only sent to speak on his behalf with the men with whomthey had an
i nterest, but addressed the other wonen al so, knowing well that the
Lacedaenoni an wi ves had al ways a great power with their husbands,
who used to inpart to themtheir state affairs with greater freedom
than the wonen would comunicate with the nen in the private
busi ness of their famlies. Wiich was i ndeed one of the greatest
obstacles to this design; for the noney of Sparta being nost of it
in the wonen's hands, it was their interest to oppose it, not only
as depriving them of those superfluous trifles, in which, through want
of better know edge and experience, they placed their chief
felicity, but also because they knew their riches were the main
support of their power and credit.

Those, therefore, who were of this faction had recourse to
Leoni das representing to himhow it was his part, as the elder and
nore experienced, to put a stop to the ill-advised projects of a
rash young nman. Leoni das, though of hinmself sufficiently inclined to
oppose Agis, durst not openly, for fear of the people, who were
mani festly desirous of this change; but underhand he did all he
could to discredit and thwart the project, and to prejudice the
chi ef magi strates against him and on all occasions craftily
insinuated that it was at the price of letting himusurp arbitrary
power that Agis thus proposed to divide the property of the rich anong
the poor, and that the object of these nmeasures for cancelling debts
and dividing the lands, was not to furnish Sparta with citizens, but
purchase hima tyrant's body guard.

Agis, nevertheless, little regarding these runours, procured
Lysander's el ection as ephor; and then took the first occasion of
proposi ng through himhis Rhetra to the council, the chief articles of

whi ch were these: That every one should be free fromtheir debts:

all the lands to be divided into equal portions, those that |ay
betwi xt the watercourse near Pellene and Mount Taygetus, and as far as
the cities of Malea and Sellasia, into four thousand five hundred
lots, the remainder into fifteen thousand; these |last to be shared out
anong those of the country people who were fit for service as
heavy-armed soldiers, the first anong the natural -born Spartans, and
their nunber also should be supplied fromany anong the country people
or strangers who had received the proper breeding of freemen, and were



of vigorous body and of age for military service. All these were to be
divided into fifteen conpani es, sonme of four hundred, and sonme of two,
with a diet and discipline agreeable to the |laws of Lycurgus.

Thi s decree being proposed in the council of Elders, net there
wi th opposition; so that Lysander imediately convoked the great
assenbly of the people, to whom he, Mandroclidas, and Agesil aus nade
orations exhorting themthat they would not suffer the nmajesty of
Sparta to renmai n abandoned to contenpt, to gratify a few rich nmen, who
lorded it over them but that they should call to nmind the oracles
in old times which had forewarned themto beware of the |ove of noney,
as the great danger and probable ruin of Sparta, and, noreover
those recently brought fromthe tenple of Pasiphae. This was a
fanmous tenple and oracle at Thal amae; and this Pasi phae, sonme say, was
one of the daughters of Atlas, who had by Jupiter a son called
Anmon; others are of opinion it was Cassandra, the daughter of King
Priam who dying in this place, was called Pasi phae, as the revealer
of oracles to all men. Phylarchus says, that this was Daphne, the
daught er of Anyclas, who, flying fromApollo, was transformed into a
| aurel, and honoured by that god with the gift of prophecy. But be
it as will, it is certain the people were nmade to apprehend that
this oracle had conmanded themto return to their forner state of
equality settled by Lycurgus. As soon as these had done speaking, Agis
stood up, and after a few words, told them he woul d nmake the best
contribution in his power to the new | egislation, which was proposed
for their advantage. In the first place, he would divide anong t hem
all his patrinony, which was of large extent in tillage and pasture;
he woul d al so give six hundred talents in ready noney, and his nother
grandnot her, and his other friends and relations, who were the richest
of the Lacedaenoni ans, were ready to follow his exanple.

The people were transported with adniration of the young man's
generosity, and with joy that, after three hundred years' interval, at
| ast there had appeared a king worthy of Sparta. But, on the other
si de, Leoni das was now nore than ever averse, being sensible that he
and his friends would be obliged to contribute with their riches,
and yet all the honour and obligation would redound to Agis. He
asked himthen before themall, whether Lycurgus were not in his
opinion a wise man, and a lover of his country. Agis answering he was,
"And when did Lycurgus," replied Leonidas, "cancel debts, or admt
strangers to citizenship,- he who thought the commonweal th not
secure unless fromtine to tinme the city was cleared of al
strangers?" To this Agis replied, "It is no wonder that Leonidas,
who was brought up and married abroad, and has children by a wife
taken out of a Persian court, should know little of Lycurgus or his
l aws. Lycurgus took away both debts and | oans, by taking away nobney;
and objected indeed to the presence of nmen who were foreign to the
manners and custonms of the country, not in any case froman ill-wll
to their persons, but lest the exanple of their lives and conduct
should infect the city with the love of riches, and of delicate and
| uxurious habits. For it is well known that he hinself gladly kept
Ter pander, Thal es, and Pherecydes though they were strangers,
because he perceived they were in their poenms and in their
phi | osophy of the sanme mind with him And you that are wont to
prai se Ecprepes, who, being ephor, cut with his hatchet two of the
nine strings fromthe instrument of Phrynis the nusician, and to
commend those who afterwards inmtated him in cutting the strings of
Ti not heus's harp, with what face can you blame us for designing to cut
of f superfluity and luxury and display fromthe conmonweal th? Do you
think those men were so concerned only about a lute-string, or
i ntended anything el se than to check in nusic that same excess and
extravagance which rule in our present |lives and manners, and have



di sturbed and destroyed all the harnony and order of our city?"

Fromthis time forward, as the comon people followed Agis, so the
rich men adhered to Leoni das. They besought himnot to forsake their
cause; and with persuasions and entreaties so far prevailed with the
council of Elders, whose power consisted in preparing all |aws
before they were proposed to the people, that the designed Rhetra
was rejected, though but by only one vote. Wereupon Lysander, who was
still ephor, resolving to be revenged on Leoni das, drew up an
i nformation against him grounded on two old | aws: the one forbids any
of the blood of Hercules to raise up children by a forei gn wonman,
and the other nmakes it capital for a Lacedaenmonian to |eave his
country to settle anong foreigners. Wilst he set others on to
manage this accusation, he with his coll eagues went to observe the
sign, which was a customthey had, and performed in this manner. Every
ninth year, the ephors, choosing a starlight night, when there is
neither cloud nor noon, sit down together in quiet and silence, and
wat ch the sky. And if they chance to see the shooting of a star
they presently pronounce their king guilty of sonme of fence against the
gods, and thereupon he is immedi ately suspended fromall exercise of
regal power, till he is relieved by an oracle from Del phi or A ynpia

Lysander, therefore, assured the people he had seen a star shoot,
and at the sanme tine Leonidas was cited to answer for hinself.
Wtnesses were produced to testify he had marri ed an Asi an wonan,
best owed on himby one of King Sel eucus's lieutenants: that he had two
children by her, but she so disliked and hated him that against his
wi shes, flying fromher, he was in a manner forced to return to
Sparta, where his predecessor dying w thout issue, he took upon him
the governnent. Lysander, not content with this, persuaded al so
Cl eonbrotus to lay claimto the ki ngdom He was of the royal fanmily
and son-in-law to Leoni das; who, fearing now the event of this
process, fled as a suppliant to the tenple of Mnerva of the Brazen
House, together with his daughter, the wife of O eonbrotus; for she in
this occasion resolved to | eave her husband, and to follow her father
Leoni das being again cited, and not appearing, they pronounced a
sentence of deposition against him and made C eonbrotus king in his
pl ace.

Soon after this revolution, Lysander, his year expiring, went out of
his office, and new ephors were chosen, who gave Leoni das assurance of
safety, and cited Lysander and Mandroclidas to answer for having,
contrary to law, cancelled debts, and designed a new divi sion of
| ands. They, seeing thenselves in danger, had recourse to the two
ki ngs, and represented to them how necessary it was for their interest
and safety to act with united authority, and bid defiance to the
ephors. For, indeed, the power of the ephors, they said, was only
grounded on the dissensions of the kings, it being their privilege,
when the kings differed in opinion, to add their suffrage to whichever
they judged to have given the best advice; but when the two kings were
unani nous, none ought or durst resist their authority, the magi strate,
whose office it was to stand as unpire when they were at variance, had
no call to interfere when they were of one nmind. Agis and C eonbr ot us,
t hus persuaded, went together with their friends into the
mar ket - pl ace, where renoving the ephors fromtheir seats, they
pl aced others in their room of whom Agesilaus was one; proceeding
then to arm a conpany of young nmen, and rel easi ng many out of
prison; so that those of the contrary faction began to be in great
fear of their lives; but there was no blood spilt. On the contrary,
Agi s, having notice that Agesilaus had ordered a conmpany of soldiers
tolie in wait for Leonidas, to kill himas he fled to Tegea,

i medi ately sent sone of his followers to defend him and to convey
himsafely into that city.



Thus far all things proceeded prosperously, none daring to oppose;
but through the sordid weakness of one nan, these pronising beginnings
were blasted, and a nost noble and truly Spartan purpose overthrown
and ruined by the | ove of noney. Agesilaus, as we said, was rmuch in
debt, though in possession of one of the | argest and best estates in
| and; and while he gladly joined in this design to be quit of his
debts, he was not at all willing to part with his land. Therefore he
persuaded Agis, that if both these things should be put in execution
at the sane tine, so great and so sudden an alteration night cause
sonme dangerous conmotion; but if debts were in the first place
cancel led, the rich men would afterwards nore easily be prevailed with
to part with their land. Lysander, also, was of the sanme opinion
bei ng deceived in Iike nanner by the craft of Agesilaus; so that al
men were presently comranded to bring in their bonds, or deeds of
obligation, by the Lacedaenonians called Claria, into the
mar ket - pl ace, where being laid together in a heap they set fire to
them The wealthy, noney-I|ending people, one nay easily imagine,
beheld it with a heavy heart; but Agesilaus told them scoffingly,
hi s eyes had never seen so bright and so pure a flane.

And now t he peopl e pressed earnestly for an i nredi ate division of
I ands; the kings also had ordered it shoul d be done; but Agesil aus,
sonetinmes pretending one difficulty, and sonetinmes another, del ayed
the execution, till an occasi on happened to call Agis to the wars. The
Achaeans, in virtue of a defensive treaty of alliance, sent to
demand succours, as they expected every day that Aetolians would
attenpt to enter Peloponnesus, fromthe territory of Megara. They
had sent Aratus, their general, to collect forces to hinder this
i ncursion. Aratus wote to the ephors, who inmedi ately gave order that
Agi s should hasten to their assistance with the Lacedaenoni an
auxiliaries. Agis was extrenely pleased to see the zeal and bravery of
those who went wi th himupon this expedition. They were, for the
nost part young men, and poor; and being just released fromtheir
debts and set at liberty, and hoping on their return to receive each
man his ot of land, they followed their king with wonderful alacrity.
The cities through which they passed were in admiration to see how
t hey marched from one end of Pel oponnesus to the other, w thout the
| east disorder, and, in a manner, w thout being heard. It gave the
Greeks occasion to discourse with one another, how great mnight be
the tenperance and nodesty of a Laconian army in old tine, under their
fanmous captai ns: Agesilaus, Lysander, or Leonidas, since they saw such
di sci pli ne and exact obedi ence under a | eader who perhaps was the
youngest man in all the arnmy. They saw al so how he was hi nmsel f content
to fare hardly, ready to undergo any | abours, and not to be
di stingui shed by ponp or richness of habit or arms fromthe nmeanest of
his soldiers; and to people in general it was an object of regard
and admiration. But rich men viewed the innovation with dislike and
alarm lest haply the exanple night spread, and work changes to
their prejudice in their own countries as well.

Agis joined Aratus near the city of Corinth, where it was still a
matter of debate whether or no it were expedient to give the eneny
battle. Agis, on this occasion, showed great forwardness and
resol ution, yet without tenerity or presunption. He declared it was
hi s opinion they ought to fight, thereby to hinder the eneny from
passi ng the gates of Pel oponnesus, but neverthel ess he would submit to
the judgment of Aratus, not only as the elder and nore experienced
captain, but as he was general of the Achaeans, whose forces he
woul d not pretend to command, but was only cone thither to assist
them | amnot ignorant that Baton of Sinope relates it in another
manner; he says, Aratus would have fought, and that Agis was agai nst
it; but it is certain he was mni staken, not having read what Aratus



hinself wote in his own justification, that know ng the people had
well-nigh got in their harvest, he thought it nuch better to let the
eneny pass than put all to the hazard of a battle. And, therefore,
giving thanks to the confederates for their readi ness, he dism ssed
them And Agis, not w thout having gained a great deal of honour
returned to Sparta, where he found the people in disorder, and a new
revol ution inminent, owing to the ill-government of Agesil aus.

For he, being now one of the ephors, and freed fromthe fear which
formerly kept himin some restraint, forbore no kind of oppression
which might bring in gain. Anong other things, he exacted a thirteenth
month's tax, whereas the usual cycle required at this tinme no such
addition to the year. For these and other reasons fearing those whom
he i njured, and knowi ng how he was hated by the people, he thought
it necessary to mmintain a guard, which always acconpanied himto
the magistrate's office. And presum ng now on his power, he was
grown so insolent, that of the two kings, the one he openly contemmed,
and if he showed any respect towards Agis, would have it thought
rather an effect of his near relationship, than any duty or subm ssion
to the royal authority. He gave it out also that he was to continue
ephor the ensuing year

H s enemies, therefore, alarmed by this report, lost no tine in
ri sking an attenpt against him and openly bringing back Leoni das from
Tegea, re-established himin the kingdom to which even the people,
hi ghly i ncensed for having been defrauded in the pronised division
of lands, willingly consented. Agesilaus hinmself would hardly have
escaped their fury, if his son, Hi pponedon, whose manly virtues nade
himdear to all, had not saved himout of their hands, and then
privately conveyed himfromthe city.

During the commtion, the two kings fled, Agis to the tenple of
the Brazen House, and Cl eonbrotus to that of Neptune. For Leoni das was
nore i ncensed agai nst his son-in-law, and |eaving Agis al one, went
with his soldiers to Cleonbrotus's sanctuary, and there with great
passi on reproached himfor having, though he was son-in-law, conspired
with his enenies, usurped his throne, and forced himfromhis country.
O eonbrotus, having little to say for hinself, sat silent. His wife,
Chilonis, the daughter of Leonidas, had chosen to follow her father in
his sufferings; for when C eonbrotus usurped the ki ngdom she
forsook him and wholly devoted herself to confort her father in his
affliction; whilst he still remained in Sparta, she renained al so,
as a suppliant, with him and when he fled, she fled with him
bewai I ing his misfortune, and extrenely displeased with C eonbrotus.
But now, upon this turn of fortune, she changed in |ike manner, and
was seen sitting now, as a suppliant, with her husband, enbracing
himw th her arns, and having her two little children beside her
Al men were full of wonder at the piety and tender affection of the
young woman, who pointing to her robes and her hair, both alike
negl ected and unattended to, said to Leonidas, "I amnot brought, ny
father, to this condition you see me in, on account of the present
m sfortunes of C eonbrotus; ny nourning habit is long since faniliar
to ne. It was put on to condole with you in your bani shnent; and now
you are restored to your country, and to your kingdom nmust | stil
remain in grief and msery? O would you have ne attired in ny roya
ornanents, that | may rejoice with you, when you have killed, within
ny arnms, the man to whomyou gave ne for a wife? Either C eonbrotus
nmust appease you by mine and nmy children's tears, or he nust suffer
a puni shrent greater than you propose for his faults, and shall see
me, whom he loves so well, die before him To what end should
live, or how shall | appear anong the Spartan wonen, when it shal
so mani festly be seen, that | have not been able to nove to conpassion
either a husband or a father? | was born, it seens, to participate



inthe ill-fortune and in the disgrace, both as a wife and a daughter
of those nearest and dearest to me. As for C eonbrotus
sufficiently surrendered any honourable plea on his behal f, when
forsook himto follow you; but you yourself offer the fairest excuse
for his proceedings, by showing to the world that for the sake of a
kingdomit is just to kill a son-in-law, and be regardl ess of a
daughter." Chilonis, having ended this lanentation, rested her face on
her husband's head, and | ooked round with her weepi ng and woe- begone
eyes upon those who stood before her

Leoni das, touched with conpassion, withdrew a while to advise with
his friends; then returning, bade C eonbrotus |eave the sanctuary
and go into banishnent; Chilonis, he said, ought to stay with himit
not being just she should forsake a father whose affection had granted
to her intercession the life of her husband. But all he could say
woul d not prevail. She rose up imedi ately, and taking one of her
children in her arns, gave the other to her husband; and maki ng her
reverence to the altar of the goddess, went out and followed him So
that, in a word, if Ceonbrotus were not utterly blinded by
anbition, he nmust surely choose to be banished with so excellent a
woman rat her than wi thout her to possess a ki ngdom

O eonbrotus thus renoved, Leonidas proceeded also to displace the
ephors, and to choose others in their room then he began to
consi der how he might entrap Agis. At first, he endeavoured by fair
nmeans to persuade himto | eave the sanctuary, and partake with him
in the kingdom The people, he said, would easily pardon the errors of
a young man, anbitious of glory, and deceived by the craft of
Agesi l aus. But finding Agis was suspicious, and not to be prevailed
with to quit his sanctuary, he gave up that design; yet what could not
then be effected by the dissinulation of an eneny, was soon after
brought to pass by the treachery of friends.

Anphar es, Danochares, and Arcesilaus often visited Agis, and he
was so confident of their fidelity that after a while he was prevailed
on to acconpany themto the baths, which were not far distant, they
constantly returning to see himsafe again in the tenple. They were
all three his fanmiliars; and Anphares had borrowed a great deal of
plate and rich household stuff from Agesistrata, and hoped if he could
destroy her and the whole fanmly, he night peaceably enjoy those
goods. And he, it is said, was the readiest of all to serve the
pur poses of Leoni das, and being one of the ephors, did all he could to
i ncense the rest of his colleagues agai nst Agis. These nen, therefore,
finding that Agis would not quit his sanctuary, but on occasion
woul d venture fromit to go to the bath, resolved to seize himon
the opportunity thus given them And one day as he was returning, they
nmet and saluted himas formerly, conversing pleasantly by the way, and
jesting, as youthful friends might, till coming to the turning of a
street which led to the prison, Anphares, by virtue of his office,
laid his hand on Agis, and told him "You nust go with ne, Agis,
before the other ephors, to answer for your ni sdeneanours." At the
sane time Danochares, who was a tall, strong man, drew his cloak tight
round his neck, and dragged himafter by it, whilst the others went
behind to thrust himon. So that none of Agis's friend being near to
assist him nor any one by, they easily got himinto the prison, where
Leoni das was already arrived, with a conpany of soldiers, who strongly
guarded all the avenues; the ephors also cane in, with as many of
the Elders as they knew to be true to their party, being desirous to
proceed with sone senbl ance of justice. And thus they bade him give an
account of his actions. To which Agis, smling at their dissinulation
answered not a word. Anphares told himit was nore seasonable to weep,
for now the time was conme in which he should be punished for his
presunption. Another of the ephors, as though he would be nore



favourabl e, and offering as it were an excuse, asked hi m whet her he
was not forced to what he did by Agesilaus and Lysander. But Agis
answer ed, he had not been constrained by any man, nor had any other
intent in what he did but only to foll ow the exanple of Lycurgus,

and to govern conformably to his [ aws. The same ephor asked him

whet her now at |east he did not repent his rashness. To which the
young nman answered that though he were to suffer the extrenest penalty
for it, yet he could never repent of so just and so glorious a design
Upon this they passed sentence of death on him and bade the

officers carry himto the Dechas, as it is called, a place in the
prison where they strangle nal efactors. And when the officers would
not venture to lay hands on him and the very nercenary soldiers
declined it, believing it an illegal and a wi cked act to lay violent
hands on a king, Denochares, threatening and reviling themfor it,
hinself thrust himinto the room

For by this time the news of his being seized had reached nany parts
of the city, and there was a concourse of people with Iights and
torches about the prison gates, and in the nidst of themthe nother
and t he grandnot her of Agis, crying out with a loud voice that their
ki ng ought to appear, and to be heard and judged by the people. But
this clanour, instead of preventing, hastened his death; his enenies
fearing, if the tumult should increase, he night be rescued during the
ni ght out of their hands.

Agis, being now at the point to die, perceived one of the officers
bitterly bewailing his nisfortune; "Wep not, friend," said he, "for
me, who die innocent, by the |aw ess act of w cked nen. My condition
is much better than theirs." As soon as he had spoken these words, not
showi ng the | east sign of fear, he offered his neck to the noose.

I mredi ately after he was dead, Anphares went out of the prison gate,
where he found Agesistrata, who, believing himstill the same friend
as before, threw herself at his feet. He gently raised her up, and
assured her, she need not fear any further violence or danger of death
for her son, and that if pleased she mght go in and see him She
begged her nother night also have the favour to be admitted, and he
replied, nobody should hinder it. Wen they were entered, he comuanded
the gate shoul d again be | ocked, and Archidania, the grandnother, to
be first introduced. She was now grown very old, and had lived all her
days in the highest repute anong her fellows. As soon as Anphares
t hought she was despatched, he told Agesistrata she mght nowgo in if
she pl eased. She entered, and behol di ng her son's body stretched on
the ground, and her nother hanging by the neck, the first thing she
did was, with her own hands, to assist the officers in taking down the
body; then covering it decently, she laid it out by her son's, whom
then enbraci ng and ki ssing his cheeks, "O ny son," said she, "it was
thy too great nercy and goodness which brought thee and us to ruin."
Anphares, who stood wat chi ng behind the door, on hearing this, broke
in, and said angrily to her, "Since you approve so well of your
son's actions, it is fit you should partake in his reward." She,
rising up to offer herself to the noose, said only, "I pray that it
may redound to the good of Sparta."”

The three bodi es being now exposed to view, and the fact divul ged,
no fear was strong enough to hinder the people fromexpressing their
abhorrence of what was done, and their detestation of Leonidas and
Anphares, the contrivers of it. So wi cked and barbarous an act had
never been conmitted in Sparta since first the Dorians inhabited
Pel oponnesus; the very enemies in war, they said, were always cautious
in spilling the blood of a Lacedaenoni an king, insonuch that in any
conmbat they woul d decline, and endeavour to avoid them from
feelings of respect and reverence for their station. And certainly
we see that in the many battles fought betw xt the Lacedaenoni ans



and the other Geeks, up to the tinme of Philip of Macedon, not one

of their kings was ever killed, except C eonbrotus by a

javelin-wound at the battle of Leuctra. | amnot ignorant that the
Messeni ans affirm Theoponpus was also slain by their Aristonenes; but
t he Lacedaenoni ans deny it, and say he was only wounded.

Be it as it will, it is certain at least that Agis was the first
king put to death in Lacedaenon by the ephors, for having undertaken a
design noble in itself and worthy of his country, at a tinme of life
when nen's errors usually neet with an easy pardon. And if errors he
did commit, his enenmies certainly had | ess reason to bl ane himthan
had his friends for that gentle and conpassi onate tenper which nmade
him save the Iife of Leonidas and believe in other nmen's professions.

THE END
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