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PERI POLTAS t he prophet, having brought the King Opheltas, and
t hose under his comand, from Thessaly into Boeotia, left there a
famly, which flourished a long tine after; the greater part of them
i nhabi ti ng Chaeronea, the first city out of which they expelled the
barbari ans. The descendants of this race, being nmen of bold attenpts
and warlike habits, exposed thenselves to so many danger's in the
i nvasi ons of the Mede, and in battles against the Gauls, that at
| ast they were al nost whol Iy consuned.

There was | eft one orphan of this house, called Danbn, surnaned
Peripoltas, in beauty and greatness of spirit surpassing all of his
age, but rude and undisciplined in tenper. A Ronan captain of a
conpany that wi ntered in Chaeronea becane passionately fond of this
yout h, who was now pretty nearly grown a man. And finding all his
approaches, his gifts, his entreaties, alike repul sed, he showed
violent inclinations to assault Danon. Qur native Chaeronea was then
in a distressed condition, too snmall and too poor to neet with
anyt hi ng but negl ect. Danon, being sensible of this, and | ooking
upon hinself as injured already, resolved to inflict punishment.
Accordingly, he and sixteen of his conpani ons conspired agai nst the
captain; but that the design m ght be nanaged wi t hout any danger of
bei ng di scovered, they all daubed their faces at night with soot. Thus
di sgui sed and inflanmed with wine, they set upon him by break of day,
as he was sacrificing in the market-place; and having killed him
and several others that were with him they fled out of the city,
whi ch was extrenely alarned and troubled at the nurder. The counci
assenbl ed i medi ately, and pronounced sentence of death agai nst
Damon and his acconplices. This they did to justify the city to the
Romans. But that evening, as the magi strates were at supper
toget her, according to the custom Danon and his confederates,
breaking into the hall, killed them and then fled again out of the
town. About this tine, Lucius Lucullus chanced to be passing that
way with a body of troops, upon sone expedition, and this disaster
havi ng but recently happened, he stayed to exam ne the matter. Upon
inquiry, he found the city was in no wise faulty, but rather that they
t hemsel ves had suffered; therefore he drew out the soldiers, and
carried themaway with him Yet Danon continuing to ravage the country
all about, the citizens, by nessages and decrees, in appearance
favourabl e, enticed himinto the city, and upon his return, made him
Gymmasi arch; but afterwards as he was anointing hinself in the
vapour baths, they set upon himand killed him For a long while after
apparitions continuing to be seen, and groans to be heard in that
pl ace, so our fathers have told us, they ordered the gates of the
baths to be built up; and even to this day those who live in the
nei ghbour hood believe that they sonetines see spectres and hear
al arm ng sounds. The posterity of Danmon, of whom sone still remain,
nostly in Phocis, near the town of Stiris, are called Asbol oneni, that
is, in the Aeolian idiom men daubed with soot: because Danon was thus
besneared when he conmitted this mnurder

But there being a quarrel between the people of Chaeronea and the
O chomeni ans, their neighbours, these latter hired an inforner, a
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Roman, to accuse the comunity of Chaeronea as if it had been a single
person of the nurder of the Romans, of which only Danon and his
conpani ons were guilty; accordingly, the process was comenced, and

t he cause pl eaded before the Praetor of Macedon, since the Ronans as
yet had not sent governors into G eece.

The advocates who defended the inhabitants appealed to the testinony
of Lucullus, who, in answer to a letter the praetor wote to him
returned a true account of the matter-of-fact. By this neans the
town obtained its acquittal, and escaped a nobst serious danger. The
citizens, thus preserved, erected a statue to Lucullus in the
mar ket - pl ace, near that of the god Bacchus.

W al so have the sane inpressions of gratitude; and though renoved
fromthe events by the distance of several generations, we yet fee
the obligation to extend to ourselves: and as we think an i mage of the
character and habits to be a greater honour than one nerely
representing the face and the person, we will put Lucullus's life
anongst our parallels of illustrious men, and w thout swerving from
the truth, will record his actions. The conmenoration will be itself a
suf ficient proof of our grateful feeling, and he hinsel f woul d not
thank us, if in reconpense for a service which consisted in speaking
the truth, we should abuse his nmenory with a false and counterfeit
narration. For as we would wish that a painter who is to draw a
beautiful face, in which there is yet sone inperfection, should
neither wholly | eave out, nor yet too pointedly express what is
def ective, because this would deformit, and that spoil the
resenbl ance; so since it is hard, or indeed perhaps inpossible, to
show the life of a man wholly free fromblenish, in all that is
excellent we nust follow truth exactly, and give it fully; any
| apses or faults that occur, through human passions or politica
necessities, we may regard rather as the shortcom ngs of sone
particular virtue, than as the natural effects of vice; and may be
content w thout introducing them curiously and officiously, into
our narrative, if it be but out of tenderness to the weakness of
nature, which has never succeeded in produci ng any human character
so perfect in virtue as to be pure fromall adni xture and open to no
criticism On considering with nmyself to whom | should conpare
Lucullus I find none so exactly his parallel as G non

They were both valiant in war, and successful against the
barbari ans; both gentle in political life, and nore than any others
gave their countrymen a respite fromcivil troubles at honme, while
abroad each of themraised trophies and gained fanous victories. No
G eek before G non, nor Ronman before Lucul lus, ever carried the
scene of war so far fromtheir own country; putting out of the
qguestion the acts of Bacchus and Hercul es, and any exploit of
Per seus agai nst the Ethiopians, Medes, and Arneni ans, or again of
Jason, of which any record that deserves credit can be said to have
conme down to our days. Moreover in this they were alike, that they did
not finish the enterprises they undertook. They brought their
enenies near their ruin, but never entirely conquered them There
was yet a great conformity in the free good-will and | avish
abundance of their entertainments and general hospitalities, and in
the youthful laxity of their habits. OQher points of resenblance,
whi ch we have failed to notice, nmay be easily collected from our
narrative itself.

C mon was the son of MItiades and Hegesipyle, who was by birth a
Thraci an, and daughter to the King O orus, as appears fromthe poens
of Mel anthius and Archelaus, witten in praise of G non. By this neans
the historian Thucydi des was his kinsman by the nother's side; for his
father's name also, in renenbrance of this conmobn ancestor, was
A orus, and he was the owner of the gold nines in Thrace, and net



his death, it is said, by violence, in Scapte Hyle, a district of
Thrace; and his remains having afterwards been brought into Attica,

a nonunent is shown as his anong those of the fanily of Ci non, near
the tonb of Elpinice, Cinon's sister. But Thucydi des was of the
townshi p of Halinmus, and MItiades and his fanm |y were Laci adae.

M Itiades, being condermed in a fine of fifty talents of the state,
and unable to pay it, was cast into prison, and there died. Thus C non
was | eft an orphan very young, with his sister Elpinice, who was

al so young and unnarried. And at first he had but an indifferent
reputation, being | ooked upon as disorderly in his habits, fond of
drinking, and resenbling his grandfather, also called Cinon, in
character, whose sinplicity got himthe surnane of Coal enus.

Stesi mbrotus of Thasos, who |ived near about the sane time with G non
reports of himthat he had little acquaintance either with nusic, or
any of the other liberal studies and acconplishnments, then comon
anong the Greeks; that he had nothi ng whatever of the quickness and
the ready speech of his countrymen in Attica; that he had great

nobl eness and candour in his disposition, and in his character in
general resenbled rather a native of Pel oponnesus than of Athens; as
Euri pi des descri bes Hercul es-

"----Rude
And unrefined, for great things well endued:"

for this may fairly be added to the character which Stesinbrotus has
gi ven of him

They accused him in his younger years, of cohabiting with his own
sister Elpinice, who, indeed, otherwi se had no very clear
reputation, but was reported to have been over-intimate with
Pol ygnot us t he painter; and hence, when he painted the Trojan wonen in
the porch, then called the Pl esianactium and now the Poecile, he made
Laodice a portrait of her. Polygnotus was not an ordinary nechanic,
nor was he paid for his work, but out of a desire to please the
At heni ans painted the portico for nothing. So it is stated by the
historians, and in the followi ng verses by the poet Ml anthius: -

"Wought by his hand the deeds of heroes grace
At his own charge our tenples and our place."

Sone affirmthat Elpinice lived with her brother, not secretly, but as
his married wife, her poverty excluding her fromany suitable match
But afterwards, when Callias, one of the richest nmen of Athens, fel
inlove with her, and proffered to pay the fine the father was
condemed in, if he could obtain the daughter in marriage, with

El pi nice's own consent, G non betrothed her to Callias. There is no
doubt but that Cinmon was, in general, of an anorous tenper. For

Mel anthius, in his elegies, rallies himon his attachnment for

Asteria of Salanmis, and again for a certain Miestra. And there can

be no doubt of his unusually passionate affection for his |awf ul

wi fe Isodice, the daughter of Euryptol enus, the son of Megacl es; nor
of his regret, even to inpatience, at her death, if any conclusion may
be drawn from those el egi es of condol ence, addressed to hi mupon his

| oss of her. The phil osopher Panaetius is of opinion that Archel aus,
the witer on physics, was the author of them and indeed the tine
seens to favour that conjecture. Al the other points of Cinon's
character were noble and good. He was as daring as MItiades, and

not inferior to Themi stocles in judgnent, and was inconparably nore
just and honest than either of them Fully their equal in all nmilitary
virtues, in the ordinary duties of a citizen at hone he was

i measurably their superior. And this, too, when he was very young,



his years not yet strengthened by any experience. For when
Themi st ocl es, upon the Medi an invasi on, advised the Athenians to
forsake their city and their country, and to carry all their arms on
shi pboard and fight the eneny by sea, in the straits of Salamns
when all the people stood amazed at the confidence and rashness of
this advice, G non was seen, the first of all men, passing with a
cheerful countenance through the Ceramicus, on his way with his
conpanions to the citadel, carrying a bridle in his hand to offer to
t he goddess, intimating that there was no nore need of horsemen now,
but of mariners. There, after he had paid his devotions to the
goddess, and offered up the bridle, he took down one of the bucklers
that hung upon the walls of the tenple, and went down to the port;
by this exanple giving confidence to many of the citizens. He was al so
of a fairly handsonme person, according to the poet lon, tall and
large, and let his thick and curly hair grow long. After he had
acquitted hinself gallantly in this battle of Salanis, he obtained
great repute anong the Athenians, and was regarded with affection
as well as adnmiration. He had nany who followed after him and bade
himaspire to actions not |ess fanous than his father's battle of
Mar at hon. And when he cane forward in political life, the people
wel coned him gl adly, being now weary of Theni stocles; in opposition to
whom and because of the frankness and easi ness of his tenper, which
was agreeable to every one, they advanced Ci non to the highest
enpl oynents in the government. The man that contributed nmost to his
pronotion was Aristides, who early discerned in his character his
natural capacity, and purposely raised him that he might be a
counterpoise to the craft and bol dness of Them stocl es.

After the Medes had been driven out of Greece, C nbn was sent out as
an admiral, when the Athenians had not yet attained their dom nion
by sea, but still foll owed Pausani as and the Lacedaenoni ans; and his
fellowcitizens under his command were highly distinguished, both
for the excellence of their discipline, and for their extraordinary
zeal and readi ness. And further, perceiving that Pausani as was
carrying on secret comunications with the barbarians, and witing
letters to the King of Persia to betray Greece, and puffed up with
authority and success, was treating the allies haughtily, and
conmi tting many wanton injustices, Cinmon, taking this advantage, by
acts of kindness to those who were suffering wong, and by his genera
humane bearing, robbed himof the command of the Greeks, before he was
aware, not by arms, but by his nmere | anguage and character. The
greatest part of the allies, no longer able to endure the harshness
and pride of Pausanias, revolted fromhimto G non and Aristides,
who accepted the duty, and wote to the Ephors of Sparta, desiring
themto recall a man who was causi ng di shonour to Sparta and trouble
to Greece. They tell of Pausanias, that when he was in Byzantium he
solicited a young |lady of a noble fanmily in the city, whose nane was
Cl eoni ce, to debauch her. Her parents, dreading his cruelty, were
forced to consent, and so abandoned their daughter to his w shes.
The daughter asked the servants outside the chanber to put out all the
lights; so that approaching silently and in the dark towards his
bed, she stunbled upon the |Ianp, which she overturned. Pausani as,
who was fallen asleep, awakened and, startled with the noise,
t hought an assassin had taken that dead tine of night to nurder him
so that hastily snatching up his poniard that lay by him he struck
the girl, who fell with the blow, and died. After this, he never had
rest, but was continually haunted by her, and saw an apparition
visiting himin his sleep, and addressing himwi th these angry words: -

"Go on thy way, unto the evil end,



That doth on lust and violence attend."

This was one of the chief occasions of indignation against hi manong
t he confederates, who now, joining their resentments and forces with
C nmon's, besieged himin Byzantium He escaped out of their hands,
and, continuing, as it is said, to be disturbed by the apparition
fled to the oracle of the dead at Heracl ea, raised the ghost of
Cleonice, and entreated her to be reconciled. Accordingly she appeared
to him and answered that, as soon as he cane to Sparta, he should
speedily be freed fromall evils; obscurely foretelling, it would
seem his inmnent death. This story is related by many authors.

Ci nmon, strengthened with the accession of the allies, went as
general into Thrace. For he was told that some great nmen anong the
Persians, of the king' s kindred, being in possession of Eion, a city
situated upon the river Strynmon, infested the nei ghbouring G eeks.
First he defeated these Persians in battle, and shut themup within
the walls of their town. Then he fell upon the Thracians of the
country beyond the Strynmon, because they supplied Eion with
victuals, and driving thementirely out of the country, took
possession of it as conqueror, by which nmeans he reduced the
besi eged to such straits, that Butes, who conmanded there for the
king, in desperation set fire to the town, and burned hinself, his
goods, and all his relations, in one common flame. By this neans,

C nmon got the town, but no great booty; as the barbarians had not only
consunmed thenselves in the fire, but the richest of their effects.
However, he put the country about into the hands of the Athenians, a
nost advant ageous and desirable situation for a settlenent. For this
action, the people permitted himto erect the stone Mercuries, upon
the first of which was this inscription:-

"Of bold and patient spirit, too, were those,
Who, where the Strynon under Eion fl ows,
Wth fami ne and the sword, to utnost need,
Reduced at last the children of the Mede."

Upon t he second stood this:-

"The Athenians to their |eaders this reward

For great and useful service did accord;

O hers hereafter shall, fromtheir appl ause,
Learn to be valiant in their country's cause."

And upon the third the follow ng: -

"Wth Atreus' sons, this city sent of yore

Di vi ne Menestheus to the Trojan shore;

O all the Geeks, so Honmer's verses say,

The ablest man an arny to array:

So old the title of her sons the nane

O chiefs and chanpions in the field to claim"

Though the name of Cinon is not nentioned in these inscriptions, yet
his contenporaries considered themto be the very highest honours to
hinm as neither MItiades nor Them stocles ever received the like.
When MItiades clained a garland, Sochares of Decelea stood up in
the mdst of the assenbly and opposed it, using words which, though
ungraci ous, were received w th applause by the people: "Wen you
have gained a victory by yourself, MItiades, then you may ask to
triunmph so too." Wat then induced them so particularly to honour
Cmon? Was it that under other conmanders they stood upon the



def ensi ve? but by his conduct, they not only attacked their enem es,
but invaded themin their own country, and acquired new territory,
becom ng masters of Ei on and Anphipolis, where they planted
colonies, as also they did in the isle of Scyros, which G non had
taken on the follow ng occasion. The Dol opi ans were the inhabitants of
this isle, a people who neglected all husbandry, and had, for many
generations, been devoted to piracy; this they practised to that
degree, that at last they began to plunder foreigners that brought
nmer chandi se into their ports. Sonme merchants of Thessaly, who had cone
to shore near to Ctesium were not only spoiled of their goods, but
t hemsel ves put into confinenment. These nmen afterwards escaping from
their prison, went and obtained sentence against the Scyrians in a
court of Amphictyons, and when the Scyrian people declined to nake
public restitution, and called upon the individuals who had got the
plunder to give it up, these persons, in alarm wote to Cnon to
succour them with his fleet, and declared thensel ves ready to deliver
the town into his hands. C non, by these neans, got the town, expelled
t he Dol opi an pirates, and so opened the traffic of the Aegean sea.
And, understanding that the anci ent Theseus, the son of Aegeus, when
he fled from Athens and took refuge in this isle, was here
treacherously slain by King Lyconedes, who feared him GCinon
endeavoured to find out where he was buried. For an oracle had
commanded the At henians to bring hone his ashes, and pay himall due
honours as a hero; but hitherto they had not been able to learn
where he was interred, as the people of Scyros dissenbled the
know edge of it, and were not willing to allow a search. But now,
great inquiry being made, with sonme difficulty he found out the tonb
and carried the relics into his own galley, and with great ponp and
show brought themto Athens, four hundred years, or thereabouts, after
his expul sion. This act got Cinon great favour with the people, one
mar k of which was the judgnent, afterwards so fanmous, upon the
tragi c poets. Sophocles, still a young man, had just brought forward
his first plays; opinions were nuch divided, and the spectators had
taken sides with some heat. So, to deternine the case, Apsephion
who was at that tine archon, would not cast |ots who should be judges;
but when Ci non and his brother commanders with himcanme into the
theatre, after they had perforned the usual rites to the god of the
festival, he would not allowthemto retire, but canme forward and made
them swear (being ten in all, one fromeach tribe) the usual oath; and
so being sworn judges, he nmade themsit down to give sentence. The
eagerness for victory grew all the warner fromthe anbition to get the
suf frages of such honourabl e judges. And the victory was at | ast
adj udged to Sophocl es, which Aeschylus is said to have taken so ill,
that he left Athens shortly after, and went in anger to Sicily,
where he died, and was buried near the city of GCela.

lon relates that when he was a young man, and recently cone from
Chios to Athens, he chanced to sup with G non at Laonmedon's house.
After supper, when they had, according to custom poured out wine to
t he honour of the gods, G non was desired by the conmpany to give
them a song, which he did with sufficient success, and received the
comrendat i ons of the conmpany, who remarked on his superiority to
Themi st ocl es, who, on a like occasion, had declared he had never
learnt to sing, nor to play, and only knew how to make a city rich and
powerful . After talking of things incident to such entertai nments,
they entered upon the particulars of the several actions for which
C mon had been fanobus. And when they were mentioning the nost
signal, he told themthey had onitted one, upon which he val ued
hi nsel f nost for address and good contrivance. He gave this account of
it. Wien the allies had taken a great nunber of the barbarians
prisoners in Sestos and Byzantium they gave himthe preference to



di vide the booty; he accordingly put the prisoners in one |lot, and the
spoils of their rich attire and jewels in the other. This the allies
conpl ai ned of as an unequal division; but he gave themtheir choice to
take which lot they would, for that the Athenians should be content
with that which they refused. Herophytus of Sanos advised themto take
the ornaments for their share, and | eave the slaves to the
At heni ans; and C non went away, and was nuch | aughed at for his
ridiculous division. For the allies carried away the gol den bracel ets,
and armets, and collars, and purple robes, and the Athenians had only
t he naked bodi es of the captives, which they could nmake no advant age
of , being unused to labour. But a little while after, the friends
and ki nsmen of the prisoners conming fromLydia and Phrygia, redeened
everyone his relations at a high ransonm so that by this nmeans G non
got so nuch treasure that he maintained his whole fleet of galleys
with the noney for four nonths; and yet there was sone left to lay
up in the treasury at Athens.

Ci non now grew rich, and what he gained fromthe barbarians with
honour, he spent yet nore honourably upon the citizens. For he
pull ed down all the enclosures of his gardens and grounds, that
strangers, and the needy of his fellowcitizens, might gather of his
fruits freely. At home he kept a table, plain, but sufficient for a
consi derabl e nunber; to which any poor townsman had free access, and
so mght support hinself w thout [abour, with his whole tine left free
for public duties. Aristotle states, however, that this reception
did not extend to all the Athenians, but only to his own
fell owtownsmen, the Laci adae. Besides this, he always went attended
by two or three young conpanions, very well clad; and if he nmet with
an elderly citizen in a poor habit, one of these would change
clothes with the decayed citizen, which was | ooked upon as very
nobly done. He enjoined them |ikew se, to carry a considerable
quantity of coin about them which they were to convey silently into
the hands of the better class of poor nmen, as they stood by themin
the market-place. This, Cratinus the poet speaks of in one of his
conedi es, the Archil ochi -

"For |, Metrobius too, the scrivener poor,

O ease and confort in ny age secure

By Greece's noblest son in life's decline,
Ci nmon, the generous-hearted, the divine,
Wl | -fed and feasted hoped till death to be,
Deat h which, alas! has taken himere nme."

Gorgias the Leontine gives himthis character, that he got riches
that he m ght use them and used themthat he night get honour by
them And Critias, one of the thirty tyrants, nmakes it, in his
el egies, his wish to have-

"The Scopads' wealth, and G non's nobl eness,
And Ki ng Agesilaus's success."

Li chas, we know, becane fanbus in G eece, only because on the days
of the sports, when the young boys run naked, he used to entertain the
strangers that came to see these diversions. But Cinon's generosity
outdid all the old Athenian hospitality and good-nature. For though it
is the city's just boast that their forefathers taught the rest of
Greece to sow corn, and how to use springs of water, and to kindle
fire, yet G non, by keeping open house for his fellowcitizens, and
giving travellers liberty to eat the fruits which the severa
seasons produced in his land, seened to restore to the world that
communi ty of goods, which mythol ogy says existed in the reign of



Saturn. Those who object to him that he did this to be popul ar and
gai n the appl ause of the vulgar, are confuted by the constant tenor of
the rest of his actions, which all tended to uphold the interests of
the nobility and the Spartan policy, of which he gave instances,

when together with Aristides he opposed Theni stocl es, who was
advanci ng the authority of the people beyond its just limts, and

resi sted Ephialtes, who, to please the nultitude, was for abolishing
the jurisdiction of the court of Areopagus. And when all of this tineg,
except Aristides and Ephialtes, enriched thensel ves out of the

public noney, he still kept his hands clean and untainted, and to

his | ast day never acted or spoke for his own private gain or

enol unment. They tell us that Rhoesaces, a Persian, who had
traitorously revolted fromthe king his master, fled to Athens, and

t here, being harassed by sycophants, who were still accusing himto
the people, he applied hinmself to Ginon for redress, and, to gain

his favour, laid down in his doorway two cups, the one full of gold
and the other of silver Darics. Cnon sniled and asked hi m whet her

he wi shed to have Cinon's hired service or his friendship. He replied,
his friendship. "If so," said he, "take away these pieces, for

bei ng your friend, when | shall have occasion for them | wll send
and ask for them"

The allies of the Athenians began now to be weary of war and
mlitary service, willing to have repose, and to | ook after their
husbandry and traffic. For they saw their enenies driven out of the
country, and did not fear any new vexations fromthem They still paid
the tax they were assessed at, but did not send nen and gall eys, as
t hey had done before. This the other Athenian generals w shed to
constrain themto, and by judicial proceedings agai nst defaulters, and
penalties which they inflicted on them nade the governnent uneasy,
and even odi ous. But Cnon practised a contrary nethod; he forced no
man to go that was not willing, but of those that desired to be
excused from service he took noney and vessel s unmanned, and | et
themyield to the tenptation of staying at hone, to attend to their
private business. Thus they lost their nilitary habits and | uxury, and
their own folly quickly changed theminto unwarlike husbandnmen and
traders; while Cinon, continually enbarking |arge nunbers of Athenians
on board his galleys, thoroughly disciplined themin his
expedi tions, and ere long nade themthe |lords of their own paynasters.
The allies, whose indol ence naintained them while they thus went
sailing about everywhere, and incessantly bearing arns and acquiring
skill, began to fear and flatter them and found thenselves after a
while allies no Ionger, but unwittingly becone tributaries and sl aves.

Nor did any nman ever do nore than Cnon did to hunble the pride of
the Persian king. He was not content with getting rid of himout of
Greece; but following close at his heels, before the barbarians
could take breath and recover thensel ves, he was already at work,
and what with his devastations, and his forcible reduction of sone
pl aces, and the revolts and voluntary accession of others, in the end,
fromlonia to Panphylia, all Asia was clear of Persian soldiers.

Word bei ng brought himthat the royal conmanders were lying in wait
upon the coast of Panphylia with a nunmerous land arny and a | arge
fleet, he determined to make the whol e sea on his side the Chelidonian
i slands so formidable to themthat they should never dare to show
thenmselves in it; and setting off from Cnidos and the Triopian

headl and wi th two hundred gal |l eys, which had been originally built
with particular care by Theni stocles, for speed and rapid

evol utions, and to which he now gave greater wi dth and room er decks
al ong the sides to nove to and fro upon, so as to allow a great nunber
of full-armed soldiers to take part in the engagenents and fi ght
fromthem he shaped his course first of all against the town of



Phasel i s, which though inhabited by G eeks, yet would not quit the
interests of Persia, but denied his galleys entrance into their
port. Upon this he wasted the country, and drew up his arny to their
very walls; but the soldiers of Chios, who were then serving under
him being ancient friends to the Phaselites, endeavouring to
propitiate the general in their behalf, at the same tinme shot arrows
into the town, to which were fastened |letters conveying
intelligence. At length he concluded peace with them upon the
conditions that they should pay down ten talents, and foll ow him
agai nst the barbarians. Ephorus says the admiral of the Persian
fleet was Tithraustes, and the general of the | and arny Pherendates;
but Callisthenes is positive that Ariomandes, the son of Gobryas,
had the supreme command of all the forces. He lay waiting with the
whole fleet at the mouth of the river Eurynmedon, with no design to
fight, but expecting a reinforcement of eighty Phoenician ships on
their way from Cyprus. Cinon, aware of this, put out to sea, resolved,
if they would not fight a battle willingly, to force themto it. The
barbari ans, seeing this, retired within the nouth of the river to
avoi d being attacked; but when they saw the Atheni ans cone upon
them notwi thstanding their retreat, they met themw th six hundred
shi ps, as Phanodenus rel ates, but, according to Ephorus, only with
three hundred and fifty. However, they did nothing worthy such
m ghty forces, but imrediately turned the prows of their galleys
toward the shore, where those that cane first threw thensel ves upon
the land, and fled to their army drawn up thereabout, while the rest
perished with their vessel or were taken. By this, one may guess at
their nunber, for though a great many escaped out of the fight, and
a great many others were sunk, yet two hundred galleys were taken by
t he At heni ans.

When their land arnmy drew toward the seaside, C non was in
suspense whet her he should venture to try and force his way on
shore; as he should thus expose his G eeks, wearied with slaughter
in the first engagenent, to the swords of the barbarians, who were al
fresh men, and many tinmes their nunber. But seeing his nmen resol ute,
and flushed with victory, he bade them |l and, though they were not
yet cool fromtheir first battle. As soon as they touched ground, they
set up a shout and ran upon the eneny, who stood firm and sustai ned
the first shock with great courage, so that the fight was a hard
one, and sone principal nmen of the Athenians in rank and courage
were slain. At length, though with nmuch ado, they routed the
barbarians, and killing sone, took others prisoners, and plundered al
their tents and pavilions, which were full of rich spoil. Ci non
like a skilled athlete at the ganes, having in one day carried off two
victories wherein he surpassed that of Salanmis by sea and that of
Pl ataea by | and, was encouraged to try for yet another success. News
bei ng brought that the Phoenician succours, in nunber eighty sail, had
conme in sight at Hydrum he set off with all speed to find them while
they as yet had not received any certain account of the |arger
fleet, and were in doubt what to think; so that, thus surprised,
they lost all their vessels and nost of their men with them This
success of Cinmon so daunted the King of Persia that he presently
made t hat cel ebrated peace, by which he engaged that his arm es shoul d
conme no nearer the Grecian sea than the length of a horse's course,
and that none of his galleys or vessels of war should appear between
t he Cyanean and Chelidonian isles. Callisthenes, however, says that he
did not agree to any such articles, but that, upon the fear this
victory gave him he did in reality thus act, and kept off so far from
Greece, that when Pericles with fifty and Ephialtes with thirty
gal I eys crui sed beyond the Chelidonian isles, they did not discover
one Persian vessel. But in the collection which Craterus nmade of the



public acts of the people, there is a draft of this treaty given

And it is told, also, that at Athens they erected the altar of Peace
upon this occasion, and decreed particular honours to Callias, who was
enpl oyed as anbassador to procure the treaty.

The people of Athens raised so nmuch noney fromthe spoils of this
war, which were publicly sold, that besides other expenses, and
raising the south wall of the citadel, they laid the foundation of the
long walls, not, indeed, finished till at a later tinme, which were
called the Legs. And the place where they built them being soft and
mar shy ground, they were forced to sink great weights of stone and
rubble to secure the foundation, and did all this out of the noney
Cinmon supplied themwi th. It was he, likew se, who first enbellished
the upper city with those fine and ornanmental places of exercise and
resort, which they afterwards so nuch frequented and delighted in.

He set the market-place with plane-trees; and the Acadeny, which was
before a bare, dry, and dirty spot, he converted into a well-watered
grove, with shady alleys to walk in, and open courses for races.

Wien the Persians who had made thensel ves masters of the Chersonese,
so far fromquitting it, called in the people of the interior of
Thrace to hel p them agai nst G non, whom they despised for the
smal | ness of his forces, he set upon themw th only four galleys,
and took thirteen of theirs; and having driven out the Persians, and
subdued the Thraci ans, he nade the whol e Chersonese the property of
At hens. Next he attacked the people of Thasos, who had revolted from
t he Athenians; and, having defeated themin a fight at sea, where he
took thirty-three of their vessels, he took their town by siege, and
acquired for the Athenians all the mnes of gold on the opposite
coast, and the territory dependent on Thasos. This opened hima fair
passage i nto Macedon, so that he might, it was thought, have
acquired a good portion of that country; and because he negl ected
the opportunity, he was suspected of corruption, and of having been
bri bed off by King Al exander. So, by the conbination of his
adversaries, he was accused of being false to his country. In his
defence he told the judges that he had al ways shown hinself in his
public life the friend, not, like other nmen, of rich |onians and
Thessalians, to be courted, and to receive presents, but of the
Lacedaenoni ans; for as he adnmired, so he wished to intate, the
pl ai nness of their habits, their tenperance, and sinplicity of Iiving,
which he preferred to any sort of riches: but that he always had been
and still was, proud to enrich his country with the spoils of her
enem es. Stesinbrotus, making nention of this trial, states that
El pinice, in behalf of her brother, addressed herself to Pericles, the
nost vehement of his accusers, to whom Pericles answered, with a
smle, "You are old, Elpinice, to neddle with affairs of this nature.’
However, he proved the mildest of his prosecutors, and rose up but
once all the while, alnpst as a matter of form to plead agai nst
him Ci nbon was acquitted.

In his public life after this he continued, whilst at hone, to
control and restrain the comon peopl e, who woul d have tranpl ed upon
the nobility. and drawn all the power and sovereignty to thensel ves.
But when he afterwards was sent out to war, the nultitude broke | oose,
as it were, and overthrew all the ancient |laws and custons they had
hitherto observed, and, chiefly at the instigation of Ephialtes,
wi t hdrew t he cogni sance of al nbst all causes fromthe Areopagus; so
that all jurisdiction now being transferred to them the governnent
was reduced to a perfect denocracy, and this by the hel p of
Pericles, who was al ready powerful, and had pronounced in favour of
t he conmon people. C non, when he returned, seeing the authority of
this great council so upset, was exceedingly troubled, and endeavoured
to remedy these disorders by bringing the courts of lawto their



former state, and restoring the old aristocracy of the tine of
Cisthenes. This the others decl aimed against with all the vehenence
possi bl e, and began to revive those stories concerning himand his
sister, and cried out against himas the partisan of the
Lacedaenoni ans. To these calumies the fanous verses of Eupolis the
poet upon Cinon refer:-

"He was as good as others that one sees,
But he was fond of drinking and of ease;
And woul d at nights to Sparta often roam
Leaving his sister desolate at hone."

But if, though slothful and a drunkard, he could capture so nany
towns and gain so many victories, certainly if he had been sober and
nm nded his business, there had been no G ecian comrander, either
before or after him that could have surpassed himfor exploits of
war .

He was, indeed, a favourer of the Lacedaenoni ans, even fromhis
yout h, and he gave the nanmes of Lacedaenoni us and Eleus to two sons,
twi ns, whom he had, as Stesinbrotus says, by a worman of Citorium
whence Pericles often upbraided themw th their nother's bl ood. But
Di odorus the geographer asserts that both these, and another son of
C non's, whose nane was Thessal us, were born of I|sodice, the
daught er of Euryptol enmus, the son of Megacl es.

However, this is certain, that G nmon was countenanced by the
Lacedaenoni ans in opposition to Theni stocl es, whom they disliked;
and while he was yet very young, they endeavoured to rai se and
increase his credit in Athens. This the Athenians perceived at first
with pleasure, and the favour the Lacedaenoni ans showed himwas in
vari ous ways advantageous to themand their affairs; as at that tine
they were just rising to power, and were occupied in w nning the
allies to their side. So they seened not at all offended with the
honour and ki ndness shown to C non, who then had the chief
managenent of all the affairs of G eece, and was acceptable to the
Lacedaenoni ans, and courteous to the allies. But afterwards the
At heni ans, grown nore powerful, when they saw C non so entirely
devoted to the Lacedaenoni ans, began to be angry, for he would
always in his speeches prefer themto the Athenians, and upon every
occasi on, when he would reprimand themfor a fault, or incite them
to emul ation, he would exclaim "The Lacedaenoni ans woul d not do
thus." This raised the discontent, and got himin some degree the
hatred of the citizens; but that which ninistered chiefly to the
accusation against himfell out upon the follow ng occasion

In the fourth year of the reign of Archidanus, the son of
Zeuxi danus, King of Sparta, there happened in the country of
Lacedaenon t he greatest earthquake that was known in the nenory of
man; the earth opened into chasns, and the nountain Taygetus was so
shaken, that sonme of the rocky points of it fell down, and except five
houses, all the town of Sparta was shattered to pieces. They say
that a little before any noti on was perceived, as the young nmen and
the boys just grown up were exercising thenselves together in the
m ddl e of the portico, a hare, of a sudden, started out just by
them which the young nen, though all naked and daubed with oil, ran
after for sport. No sooner were they gone fromthe place, than the
gymasi um fell down upon the boys who had stayed behind, and killed
themall. Their tonb is to this day called Sismatias. Archidanus, by
t he present danger nade apprehensive of what night follow and
seeing the citizens intent upon renoving the nost val uable of their
goods out of their houses, commanded an alarmto be sounded, as if
an eneny were coning upon them in order that they should coll ect



about himin a body, with arnms. It was this alone that saved Sparta at
that tinme, for the Helots were got together fromthe country about,
with design to surprise the Spartans, and overpower those whomthe
eart hquake had spared. But finding themarmed and wel | prepared,

they retired into the towns and openly made war with them gaining
over a nunber of the Laconians of the country districts; while at

the sanme time the Messenians, also, nmade an attack upon the

Spartans, who therefore despatched Periclidas to Athens to solicit
succours, of whom Aristophanes says in nockery that he canme and-

"In a red jacket, at the altars seated,
Wth a white face, for nen and arns entreated."”

Thi s Ephi altes opposed, protesting that they ought not to raise up
or assist a city that was a rival to Athens; but that being down, it
were best to keep her so, and let the pride and arrogance of Sparta be
trodden under. But Cinon, as Critias says, preferring the safety of
Lacedaenon to the aggrandi sement of his own country, so persuaded
t he people, that he soon narched out with a large arny to their
relief. lon records, also, the nbpst successful expression which he
used to nmove the Athenians. "They ought not to suffer G eece to be
| amed, nor their own city to be deprived of her yoke-fellow "

In his return from ai ding the Lacedaenoni ans, he passed with his
arny through the territory of Corinth; whereupon Lachartus
reproached himfor bringing his arnmy into the country wthout first
aski ng | eave of the people. For he that knocks at another nan's door
ought not to enter the house till the naster gives himleave. "But you
Corinthians, O Lachartus," said G non, "did not knock at the gates
of the C eonaeans and Megari ans, but broke them down, and entered by
force, thinking that all places should be open to the stronger." And
having thus rallied the Corinthian, he passed on with his army. Somne
time after this, the Lacedaenoni ans sent a second tinme to desire
succours of the Athenians agai nst the Messeni ans and Hel ots, who had
sei zed upon Ithonme. But when they cane, fearing their bol dness and
gallantry, of all that came to their assistance, they sent themonly
back, alleging they were designing innovations. The Athenians returned
hone, enraged at this usage, and vented their anger upon all those who
were favourers of the Lacedaenoni ans, and seizing sone slight
occasi on, they banished Cnon for ten years, which is the tine
prescribed to those that are bani shed by the ostracism In the
nmeanti me, the Lacedaenonians, on their return after freeing Del ph
fromthe Phoci ans, encanped their army at Tanagra, whither the
At heni ans presently marched with design to fight them

Ci non, also, cane thither armed, and ranged hinself anong those of
his own tribe which was the Ceneis, desirous of fighting with the rest
agai nst the Spartans; but the council of five hundred being infornmed
of this, and frighted at it, his adversaries crying out he would
di sorder the arny, and bring the Lacedaenoni ans to Athens, commuanded
the officers not to receive him Werefore Cnon |left the arny,
conj uring Euthi ppus, the Anaphlystian, and the rest of his conpanions,
who were nost suspected as favouring the Lacedaenoni ans, to behave
t henmsel ves bravely against their enenies, and by their actions make
their innocence evident to their countrymen. These, being in all a
hundred, took the arnms of G non, and followed his advice; and making a
body by thensel ves, fought so desperately with the eneny, that they
were all cut off, leaving the Athenians deep regret for the | oss of
such brave men, and repentance for having so unjustly suspected
them Accordingly, they did not long retain their severity toward
Ci nmon, partly upon renmenbrance of his forner services, and partly,
per haps, induced by the juncture of the times. For being defeated at



Tanagra in a great battle, and fearing the Pel oponnesi ans woul d cone
upon them at the opening of the spring, they recalled Cnon by a
decree, of which Pericles hinmself was author. So reasonable were nen's
resentnments in those tines, and so noderate their anger, that it

al ways gave way to the public good. Even anbition, the |east
governabl e of all human passions, could then yield to the

necessities of the state.

C nmon, as soon as he returned, put an end to the war, and reconciled
the two cities. Peace thus established, seeing the Athenians inpatient
of being idle, and eager after the honour and aggrandi senent of war,
| est they should set upon the Geeks thenselves, or with so nany ships
crui sing about the isles and Pel oponnesus they shoul d gi ve occasions
to intestine wars, or conplaining of their allies against them he
equi pped two hundred galleys, with design to make an attenpt upon
Egypt and Cyprus; purposing, by this neans, to accustomthe
At henians to fight against the barbarians, and enrich thensel ves
honestly by spoiling those who were the natural enenies of G eece. But
when all things were prepared, and the arny ready to enbark, C non had
this dream It seemed to himthat there was a furious bitch barking at
him and mxed with the barking a kind of human voice uttered these
wor ds: -

"Come on, for thou shalt shortly be,
A pleasure to ny whel ps and ne."

This dreamwas hard to interpret, yet Astyphilus of Posidonia, a man
skilled in divinations, and intimate with Cinon, told himthat his
death was presaged by this vision, which he thus explained. A dog is
eneny to himhe barks at; and one is always nost a pleasure to one's
eneni es when one is dead; the mixture of human voice w th barking
signifies the Medes, for the army of the Medes is mixed up of G eeks
and barbarians. After this dream as he was sacrificing to Bacchus,
and the priest cutting up the victim a nunber of ants, taking up
the congeal ed particles of the blood, laid them about Cinon's great
toe. This was not observed for a good while, but at the very tinme when
Cinmon spied it, the priest came and showed himthe liver of the
sacrifice inperfect, wanting that part of it called the head. But he
could not then recede fromthe enterprise, so he set sail. Sixty of
his ships he sent toward Egypt; with the rest he went and fought the
King of Persia's fleet, conposed of Phoenician and Cilician galleys,
recovered all the cities thereabout, and threatened Egypt; designing
no less than the entire ruin of the Persian enpire. And the rather
for that he was infornmed Theni stocles was in great repute anmong the
bar bari ans, having promised the king to I ead his arny, whenever he
shoul d nmake war upon Greece. But Themistocles, it is said,
abandoni ng all hopes of conpassing his designs, very much out of the
despair of overconing the val our and good fortune of Cinon, died a
voluntary death. C non, intent on great designs, which he was now to
ent er upon, keeping his navy about the isle of Cyprus, sent nmessengers
to consult the oracle of Jupiter Amobn upon sonme secret matter. For it
is not known about what they were sent, and the god woul d give them no
answer, but commanded themto return again, for that G non was already
with him Hearing this, they returned to sea, and as soon as they cane
to the Grecian arnmy, which was then about Egypt, they understood
that Cinon was dead; and conputing the tinme of the oracle, they
found that his death had been signified, he being then already with
t he gods.

He di ed, sone say, of sickness, while besieging Citium in Cyprus;
according to others, of a wound he received in a skirmsh with the
bar bari ans. When he perceived he shoul d die he comranded those under



his charge to return, and by no neans to let the news of his death

be known by the way; this they did with such secrecy that they al

cane hone safe, and neither their enenies nor the allies knew what had
happened. Thus, as Phanodenus relates, the Gecian arny was, as it
were, conducted by Cnon thirty days after he was dead. But after

his death there was not one comander anong the Greeks that did
anyt hi ng consi derabl e agai nst the barbarians, and instead of uniting
agai nst their common enemes, the popular |eaders and parti sans of war
ani mat ed t hem agai nst one another to that degree, that none could

i nterpose their good offices to reconcile them And while, by their
mut ual di scord, they ruined the power of G eece, they gave the
Persians tinme to recover breath, and repair all their losses. It is
true, indeed, Agesilaus carried the arms of Greece into Asia, but it
was a long tine after; there were, indeed, sone brief appearances of a
war against the king's lieutenants in the maritine provinces, but they
all quickly vani shed; before he could perform anything of noment, he
was recalled by fresh civil dissensions and disturbances at hone. So
that he was forced to | eave the Persian king's officers to i npose what
tribute they pleased on the Greek cities in Asia, the confederates and
allies of the Lacedaenoni ans. \Wereas, in the tinme of G non, not so
much as a letter-carrier, or a single horseman, was ever seen to

come within four hundred furlongs of the sea.

The monuments, called Cinonian to this day, in Athens, show that his
remai ns were conveyed home, yet the inhabitants of the city Citium pay
particul ar honour to a certain tonb which they call the tonb of G non
according to Nausicrates the rhetorician, who states that in a tinme of
fam ne, when the crops of their land all failed, they sent to the
oracl e, which commanded them not to forget G non, but give himthe
honours of a superior being. Such was the G eek commander

THE END
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