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CRASSUS

MARCUS CRASSUS, whose father had borne the office of a censor, and
recei ved the honour of a triunph, was educated in a little house
together with his two brothers, who both married in their parents
lifetime;, they kept but one table anongst them all which, perhaps,
was not the |least reason of his own tenperance and noderation in diet.
One of his brothers dying, he nmarried his wi dow, by whom he had his
children; neither was there in these respects any of the Ronans who
lived a nore orderly life than he did, though later in [ife he was
suspected to have been too familiar with one of the vestal virgins,
naned Licinia, who was, neverthel ess, acquitted, upon an inpeachnment
br ought agai nst her by one Plotinus. Licinia stood possessed of a
beautiful property in the suburbs, which Crassus desiring to
purchase at a low price, for this reason was frequent in his
attentions to her, which gave occasion to the scandal, and his
avarice, so to say, serving to clear himof the crime, he was
acquitted. Nor did he leave the lady till he had got the estate.

Peopl e were wont to say that the many virtues of Crassus were
darkened by the one vice of avarice, and i ndeed he seened to have no
other but that; for it being the nost predoni nant, obscured others
to which he was inclined. The argunents in proof of his avarice were
the vastness of his estate, and the manner of raising it; for
whereas at first he was not worth above three hundred talents, yet,
though in the course of his political life he dedicated the tenth of
all he had to Hercules, and feasted the people, and gave to every
citizen corn enough to serve himthree nonths, upon casting up his
accounts, before he went upon his Parthian expedition, he found his
possessions to ampunt to seven thousand one hundred tal ents; nost of
which, if we may scandal himwth a truth, he got by fire and
rapi ne, making his advantages of the public calanities. For when Sylla
seized the city, and exposed to sale the goods of those that he had
caused to be slain, accounting them booty and spoils, and, indeed,
calling themso too, and was desirous of naking as nany, and as
em nent nmen as he could, partakers in the crinme, Crassus never was the
man that refused to accept, or give noney for them Moreover
observi ng how extrenely subject the city was to fire and falling
down of houses, by reason of their height and their standing so near
t oget her, he bought slaves that were builders and architects, and when
he had collected these to the nunber of nore than five hundred, he
made it his practice to buy houses that were on fire, and those in the
nei ghbour hood, which, in the i medi ate danger and uncertainty the
proprietors were willing to part with for little or nothing, so that
the greatest part of Ronme, at one tinme or other, came into his
hands. Yet for all he had so many workmen, he never built anything but
his own house, and used to say that those that were addicted to
bui | di ng woul d undo thensel ves soon enough without the help of other
eneni es. And though he had many silver nines, and nuch val uabl e
| and, and | abourers to work in it, yet all this was nothing in
conmpari son of his slaves, such a nunber and variety did he possess
of excellent readers, amanuenses, silversmiths, stewards and
tabl e-waiters, whose instruction he always attended to hinsel f,
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superintendi ng in persons, while they |earned, and teaching them

hi nsel f, accounting it the main duty of a master to | ook over the
servants that are, indeed, the living tools of housekeeping; and in
this, indeed, he was in the right, in thinking, that is, as he used to
say, that servants ought to | ook after all other things, and the
master after them For econony, which in things inanimate is but

noney- maki ng, when exercised over nmen becones policy. But it was
surely a m staken judgnent, when he said no man was to be accounted
rich that could not maintain an arny at his own cost and charges,

for war, as Archidanmus well observed, is not fed at a fixed all owance,
so that there is no saying what wealth suffices for it, and

certainly it was one very far renoved fromthat of Marius; for when he
had distributed fourteen acres of land a man, and understood that sone
desired nore, "God forbid," said he, "that any Roman shoul d think that
too little which is enough to keep himalive and well."

Crassus, however, was very eager to be hospitable to strangers; he
kept open house, and to his friends he would | end noney wi thout
interest, but called it in precisely at the tinme; so that his kindness
was often thought worse than the paying the interest would have
been. Hi s entertainments were, for the nost part, plain and
citizen-like, the conpany general and popul ar; good taste and ki ndness
made t hem pl easanter than sunptuosity would have done. As for |earning
he chiefly cared for rhetoric, and what would be serviceable with
| arge nunbers; he becane one of the best speakers at Rone, and by
his pains and industry outdid the best natural orators. For there
was no trial how nmean and contenptible soever that he cane to
unprepared; nay, several tines he undertook and concluded a cause when
Ponmpey and Caesar and Cicero refused to stand up, upon which account
particularly he got the |ove of the people, who | ooked upon himas a
diligent and careful man, ready to help and succour his fell ow
citizens. Besides, the people were pleased with his courteous and
unpr et endi ng sal utations and greetings, for he never nmet any citizen
however hunble and | ow, but he returned himhis salute by nane. He was
| ooked upon as a man well-read in history, and pretty well versed in
Aristotle's philosophy, in which one Al exander instructed him a nan
whose intercourse with Crassus gave a sufficient proof of his good
nature and gentle disposition; for it is hard to say whether he was
poorer when he entered into his service, or while he continued in
it; for being his only friend that used to acconpany hi m when
travelling, he used to receive fromhima cloak for the journey, and
when he cane hone had it demanded from hi m agai n; poor, patient
sufferer, when even the phil osophy he professed did not | ook upon
poverty as a thing indifferent. But of this hereafter

Wien Cinna and Marius got the power in their hands it was soon
perceived that they had not cone back for any good they intended to
their country, but to effect the ruin and utter destruction of the
nobility. And as many as they could lay their hands on they slew,
anmongst whom were Crassus's father and brother; he hinself, being very
young, for the nonent escaped the danger; but understandi ng that he
was every way beset and hunted after by the tyrants, taking with him
three friends and ten servants, with all possible speed he fled into
Spai n, having formerly been there and secured a great nunber of
friends, while his father was praetor of that country. But finding al
people in a consternation, and trenbling at the cruelty of Mari us,
as if he was already standing over themin person, he durst not
di scover hinself to anybody, but hid hinself in a |arge cave which was
by the seashore, and belonged to Vi bius Pacianus, to whom he sent
one of his servants to sound him his provisions, also, beginning to
fail. Vibius was well pleased at his escape, and inquiring the place
of his abode and the nunmber of his conpanions, he went not to him



hi nsel f, but conmanded his steward to provi de every day a good

nmeal 's neat, and carry it and leave it near such a rock, and to return
wi t hout taking any further notice or being inquisitive, promsing
himhis liberty if he did as he commanded and that he would kill him
if he interneddl ed. The cave is not far fromthe sea; a small and

i nsignificant |ooking opening in the cliffs conducts you in; when
you are entered, a wonderfully high roof spreads above you, and

| arge chanmbers open out one beyond another, nor does it |ack either
water or light, for a very pleasant and whol esone spring runs at the
foot of the cliffs, and natural chinks, in the nost advantageous
place, let in the light all day long, and the thickness of the rock
makes the air within pure and clear, all the wet and noi sture being
carried off into the spring.

Whil e Crassus renmai ned here, the steward brought them what was
necessary, but never saw them nor knew anything of the matter, though
they within saw, and expected himat the customary tines. Neither
was their entertai nment such as just to keep themalive, but given
them in abundance and for their enjoynent; for Pacianus resolved to
treat himwith all imaginable kindness, and considering that he was
a young man, thought it well to gratify a little his youthfu
inclinations; for to give just what is needful seenms rather to cone
from necessity than froma hearty friendship. Once taking with himtwo
femal e servants, he showed them the place and bade themgo in
bol dly, whom when Crassus and his friends saw, they were afraid of
bei ng betrayed and demanded what they were, and what they woul d
have. They, according as they were instructed, answered, they cane
to wait upon their naster, who was hid in that cave. And so Crassus
perceiving it was a piece of pleasantry and of good-will on the part
of Vibius, took themin and kept themthere with himas |long as he
stayed, and enployed themto give information to Vi bius of what they
want ed, and how they were. Fenestella says he saw one of them then
very old, and often heard her speak of the tine and repeat the story
with pleasure.

After Crassus had lain conceal ed there eight nonths, on hearing that
C nna was dead, he appeared abroad, and a great nunmber of people
flocking to him out of whom he selected a body of two thousand five
hundred, he visited nany cities, and, as some wite, sacked Ml aca,
whi ch he hinsel f, however, always denied, and contradicted all who
said so. Afterwards, getting together sone ships, he passed into
Africa, and joined with Metellus Pius, an emi nent person that had
rai sed a very considerable force; but upon sonme difference between him
and Metellus, he stayed not |long there, but went over to Sylla, by
whom he was very much esteened. When Sylla passed over into Italy,
he was anxious to put all the young nen that were with himin
enpl oynent; and as he despatched sone one way, and sone anot her
Crassus, on its falling to his share to raise nen anong the
Mar si ans, dermanded a guard, being to pass through the eneny's country,
upon which Sylla replied sharply, "I give you for guard your father
your brother, your friends and kindred, whose unjust and crue
nmurder | am now going to revenge;" and Crassus, being nettled, went
his way, broke boldly through the eneny, collected a considerable
force, and in all Sylla's wars acted with great zeal and courage.

And in these tinmes and occasions, they say, began the emul ation and
rivalry for glory between himand Ponpey; for though Ponpey was the
younger man, and had the di sadvantage to be descended of a father that
was di sesteened by the citizens, and hated as nmuch as ever man was,
yet in these actions he shone out and was proved so great that Sylla
al ways used, when he canme in, to stand up and uncover his head, an
honour whi ch he sel dom showed to ol der nen and his own equals, and

al ways saluted himlnperator. This fired and stung Crassus, though



i ndeed, he could not with any fairness claimto be preferred; for he
bot h want ed experience, and his two innate vices, sordidness and
avarice, tarnished all the lustre of his actions. For when he had
taken Tudertia, a town of the Unbrians, he converted, it was said, al
the spoils to his own use, for which he was conpl ai ned of to Sylla.
But in the last and greatest battle before Rone itself when Sylla
was worsted, sonme of his battalions giving ground, and others being
quite broken, Crassus got the victory on the right w ng, which he
commanded, and pursued the eneny till night, and then sent to Sylla to
acquaint himw th his success, and demand provision for his
soldiers. In the tinme, however, of the proscriptions and
sequestrations, he lost his repute again, by making great purchases
for little or nothing, and asking for grants. Nay, they say he
proscri bed one of the Bruttians without Sylla's order, only for his
own profit, and that, on discovering this, Sylla never after trusted
himin any public affairs. As no man was nore cunni ng than Crassus
to ensnare others by flattery, so no nan |lay nore open to it, or
swal lowed it nore greedily than hinself. And this particularly was
observed of him that though he was the nost covetous man in the
worl d, yet he habitually disliked and cried out agai nst others who
were so.

It troubled himto see Ponpey so successful in all his undertakings;
that he had had a triunph before he was capable to sit in the
senate, and that the people had surnamed hi m Magnus, or the great.
When sonmebody was sayi ng Ponpey the Great was coning, he snmiled, and
asked him "How big is he?" Despairing to equal himby feats of
arnms, he betook hinmself to civil life, where by doing kindnesses,
pl eadi ng, |ending noney, by speaking and canvassi ng anong the people
for those who had objects to obtain fromthem he gradually gai ned
as great honour and power as Ponpey had from his many fanous
expeditions. And it was a curious thing in their rivalry, that
Ponmpey's nane and interests in the city was greatest when he was
absent, for his renown in war, but when present he was often | ess
successful than Crassus, by reason of his superciliousness and haughty
way of living, shunning crowds of people, and appearing rarely in
the forum and assisting only sone few, and that not readily, that his
interests night be the stronger when he came to use it for hinself.
Whereas Crassus, being a friend al ways at hand, ready to be had and
easy of access, and always with his hands full of other people's
busi ness, with his freedom and courtesy, got the better of Ponpey's
formality. In point of dignity of person, eloquence of |anguage, and
attractiveness of countenance, they were pretty equally excellent.
But, however, this emrmulation never transported Crassus so far as to
make him bear ennmity or any ill-will; for though he was vexed to see
Ponmpey and Caesar preferred to him yet he never mingled any hostility
or malice with his jealousy; though Caesar, when he was taken
captive by the corsairs in Asia, cried out, "O Crassus, how gl ad you
will be at the news of ny captivity!" Afterwards they lived together
on friendly ternms, for when Caesar was going praetor into Spain, and
his creditors, he being then in want of noney, cane upon him and
sei zed his equi page, Crassus then stood by himand relieved him and
was his security for eight hundred and thirty talents. And in general
Rome being divided into three great interests, those of Ponpey,
Caesar, and Crassus (for as for Cato, his fame was greater than his
power, and he was rather admired than followed), the sober and qui et
part were for Ponpey, the restless and hot-headed foll owed Caesar's
anbition, but Crassus trinmed between them maki ng advantages of both,
and changed sides continually, being neither a trusty friend nor an
i mpl acabl e eneny, and easily abandoned both his attachnents and his
aninosities, as he found it for his advantage, so that in short spaces



of time the sane men and the same neasures had himboth as their
supporter and as their opponent. He was much liked, but was feared

as much or even nore. At any rate, when Sicinius, who was the greatest
troubler of the magistrates and ministers of his tinme, was asked how
it was he let Crassus alone, "Ch," said he, "he carries hay on his
horns," alluding to the customof tying hay to the horns of the bul
that used to butt, that people mght keep out of his way.

The insurrection of the gladiators and the devastation of Italy,
commonly called the war of Spartacus, began upon this occasion. One
Lentulus Batiates trained up a great many gladiators in Capua, nost of
them Gaul s and Thraci ans, who, not for any fault by them conmmitted,
but sinply through the cruelty of their master, were kept in
confinenent for this object of fighting one with another. Two
hundred of these forned a plan to escape, but being discovered,
those of them who becane aware of it in tine to anticipate their
mast er, being seventy-eight, got out of a cook's shop
choppi ng- kni ves and spits, and made their way through the city, and
lighting by the way on several wagons that were carrying gladiators
arms to another city, they seized upon them and arned thensel ves.

And sei zi ng upon a defensible place, they chose three captains, of
whom Spartacus was chief, a Thracian of one of the nomad tribes, and a
man not only of high spirit and valiant, but in understanding, also,
and in gentleness superior to his condition, and nore of a G ecian
than the people of his country usually are. Wen he first canme to be
sold at Rone, they say a snake coiled itself upon his face as he | ay
asleep, and his wife, who at this latter tinme also acconpanied him

in his flight, his countrywoman, a kind of prophetess, and one of

t hose possessed with the bacchanal frenzy, declared that it was a sign
portendi ng great and formni dable power to himw th no happy event.

First, then, routing those that cane out of Capua agai nst them
and thus procuring a quantity of proper soldiers' arnms, they gladly
threw away their own as barbarous and di shonourable. Afterwards
O odius, the praetor, took the conmand agai nst themw th a body of
three thousand nmen from Rorme, and besi eged themw thin a nountain,
accessible only by one narrow and difficult passage, which C odi us
kept guarded, enconpassed on all other sides with steep and slippery
preci pi ces. Upon the top, however, grew a great many wld vines, and
cutting down as many of their boughs as they had need of, they tw sted
theminto strong | adders |1 ong enough to reach fromthence to the
bottom by which, w thout any danger, they got down all but one, who
stayed there to throw them down their arns, and after this succeeded
in saving hinmself. The Romans were ignorant of all this, and,
therefore, coming upon themin the rear, they assaulted them
unawar es and took their canmp. Several, also, of the shepherds and
herdsmen that were there, stout and ninble fellows, revolted over to
them to sone of whomthey gave conplete arnms, and nmade use of
others as scouts and light-armed soldiers. Publius Varinus, the
praetor, was now sent against them whose lieutenant, Furius, with two
t housand nen, they fought and routed. Then Cossinius was sent with
consi derabl e forces, to give his assistance and advice, and him
Spartacus missed but very little of capturing in person, as he was
bathing at Salinae; for he with great difficulty nade his escape,
whi | e Spartacus possessed hinmsel f of his baggage, and follow ng the
chase with a great slaughter, stormed his canp and took it, where
Cossinius hinmself was slain. After many successful skirmnishes with the
praetor hinself, in one of which he took his lictors and his own
horse, he began to be great and terrible; but w sely considering
that he was not to expect to match the force of the enpire, he marched
his arnmy towards the Al ps, intending, when he had passed them that
every man should go to his own hone, sone to Thrace, sone to CGaul. But



they, grown confident in their nunbers, and puffed up with their
success, would give no obedience to him but went about and ravaged
Italy; so that now the senate was not only noved at the indignity
and baseness, both of the eneny and of the insurrection, but,

| ooking upon it as a matter of alarmand of dangerous consequence,
sent out both the consuls to it, as to a great and difficult
enterprise. The consul Gellius, falling suddenly upon a party of
Germans, who through contenpt, and confidence had straggled from
Spartacus, cut themall to pieces. But when Lentulus with a large arnmny
besi eged Spartacus, he sallied out upon him and, joining battle,
def eated his chief officers, and captured all his baggage. As he
made toward the Al ps, Cassius, who was praetor of that part of Gau
that |lies about the Po, met himwth ten thousand nen, but being
overcone in the battle, he had much ado to escape hinmself, with the
| oss of a great many of his nen.

When the senate understood this, they were displeased at the
consuls, and ordering themto neddle no further, they appointed
Crassus general of the war, and a great many of the nobility went
volunteers with him partly out of friendship, and partly to get
honour. He stayed hinself on the borders of Picenum expecting
Spartacus would come that way, and sent his |lieutenant, Mimi us,
with two | egions, to wheel about and observe the eneny's notions,
but upon no account to engage or skirmi sh. But he, upon the first
opportunity, joined battle, and was routed, having a great nany of his
men slain, and a great nmany only saving their lives with the |oss of
their arnms. Crassus rebuked Munmi us severely, and armng the
sol diers again, he made themfind sureties for their arms, that they
woul d part with themno nore, and five hundred that were the beginners
of the flight he divided into fifty tens, and one of each was to die
by lot, thus reviving the anci ent Ronman puni shnment of decimation
where ignonminy is added to the penalty of death, with a variety of
appal ling and terrible circunstances, presented before the eyes of the
whol e arny, assenbl ed as spectators. When he had thus reclained his
men, he | ed them agai nst the eneny; but Spartacus retreated through
Lucania toward the sea, and in the straits neeting with sone
Cilician pirate ships, he had thoughts of attenpting Sicily, where, by
I andi ng two t housand nmen, he hoped to new kindle the war of the
sl aves, which was but lately extinguished, and seened to need but
little fuel to set it burning again. But after the pirates had
struck a bargain with him and received his earnest they deceived
him and sail ed away. He thereupon retired again fromthe sea, and
established his army in the peninsula of Rhegium there Crassus cane
upon him and considering the nature of the place, which of itself
suggested the undertaking, he set to work to build a wall across the
i sthnus; thus keeping his soldiers at once fromidleness and his
foes fromforage. This great and difficult work he perfected in a
space of time short beyond all expectation, making a ditch from one
sea to the other, over the neck of land, three hundred furl ongs
long, fifteen feet broad, and as nmuch in depth, and above it built a
wonderful ly high and strong wall. Al which Spartacus at first
slighted and despi sed, but when provisions began to fail, and on his
proposing to pass further, he found he was walled in, and no nore
was to be had in the peninsula, taking the opportunity of a snowy,
storny night, he filled up part of the ditch with earth and boughs
of trees, and so passed the third part of his arny over

Crassus was afraid |l est he should march directly to Rone, but was
soon eased of that fear when he saw many of his nmen break out in a
mutiny and quit him and encanped by thensel ves upon the Lucani an
| ake. This | ake they say changes at intervals of tine, and is
sonetines sweet, and sonetines so salt that it cannot be drunk



Crassus falling upon these beat themfromthe | ake, but he coul d not
pursue the slaughter, because of Spartacus suddenly com ng up and
checking the flight. Now he began to repent that he had previously
witten to the senate to call Lucullus out of Thrace, and Ponpey out
of Spain; so that he did all he could to finish the war before they
canme, knowi ng that the honour of the action would redound to him
that came to his assistance. Resolving, therefore, first to set upon
those that had mutini ed and encanped apart, whom Cai us Canni cius and
Cast us commanded, he sent six thousand nen before to secure a little
em nence, and to do it as privately as possible, which that they night
do they covered their hel nets, but being discovered by two wonen
that were sacrificing for the eneny, they had been in great hazard,
had not Crassus i medi ately appeared, and engaged in a battle which
proved a nost bl oody one. OF twelve thousand three hundred whom he
killed, two only were found wounded in their backs, the rest al
havi ng died standing in their ranks and fighting bravely. Spartacus,
after this disconfiture, retired to the nountains of Petelia, but
Quintius, one of Crassus's officers, and Scrofa, the quaestor, pursued
and overtook him But when Spartacus rallied and faced them they were
utterly routed and fled, and had nuch ado to carry off their quaestor
who was wounded. This success, however, ruined Spartacus, because it
encour aged the slaves, who now di sdai ned any |onger to avoid fighting,
or to obey their officers, but as they were upon the march, they
cane to themwith their swords in their hands, and conpelled themto
| ead t hem back again through Lucani a, against the Romans, the very
thi ng which Crassus was eager for. For news was already brought that
Ponpey was at hand; and people began to talk openly that the honour of
this war was reserved to him who would cone and at once oblige the
eneny to fight and put an end to the war. Crassus, therefore, eager to
fight a decisive battle, encanped very near the eneny, and began to
make |ines of circunvallation; but the slaves nade a sally and
attacked the pioneers. As fresh supplies cane in on either side,
Spartacus, seeing there was no avoiding it, set all his arny in array,
and when his horse was brought him he drew out his sword and killed
him saying, if he got the day he should have a great many better
horses of the enemies', and if he lost it he should have no need of
this. And so making directly towards Crassus hinself, through the
nm dst of arns and wounds, he missed him but slew two centurions
that fell upon himtogether. At |ast being deserted by those that were
about him he hinmself stood his ground, and, surrounded by the
eneny, bravely defending hinself, was cut in pieces. But though
Crassus had good fortune, and not only did the part of a good general
but gallantly exposed his person, yet Ponpey had nuch of the credit of
the action. For he met with many of the fugitives, and slew them
and wote to the senate that Crassus indeed had vanqui shed the
slaves in a pitched battle, but that he had put an end to the war,
Ponmpey was honoured with a magnificent triunph for his conquest over
Sertorius and Spain, while Crassus could not hinself so nuch as desire
a triunph inits full form and indeed it was thought to | ook but
meanly in himto accept of the | esser honour, called the ovation
for a servile war, and performa procession on foot. The difference
between this and the other, and the origin of the name, are
explained in the life of Marcellus.

And Ponpey being innmediately invited to the consul ship, Crassus, who
had hoped to be joined with him did not scruple to request his
assi stance. Ponpey nost readily seized the opportunity, as he
desired by all nmeans to lay sone obligation upon Crassus, and
zeal ously pronoted his interest; and at |ast he declared in one of his
speeches to the people that he should be not |ess beholden to them for
his col |l eague than for the honour of his own appointnent. But once



entered upon the enploynent, this amty continued not [ong; but
differing al nost in everything, disagreeing, quarrelling, and
contendi ng, they spent the tinme of their consul ship wthout

ef fecting any neasure of consequence, except that Crassus made a great
sacrifice to Hercules, and feasted the people at ten thousand

tabl es, and measured them out corn for three nonths. \Wen their
command was now ready to expire, and they were, as it happened,
addressi ng the people, a Roman knight, one Onatius Aurelius, an
ordinary private person, living in the country, nounted the

hustings, and declared a vision he had in his sleep. "Jupiter," said
he, "appeared to nme, and conmanded ne to tell you, that you shoul d not
suffer your consuls to lay down their charge before they are nade

friends." Wien he had spoken, the people cried out that they should be
reconcil ed. Ponpey stood still and said nothing, but Crassus, first
of fering himhis hand, said, "I cannot think, ny countrynen, that | do

anything hunmiliating or unworthy of myself, if | make the first offers
of acconmopdation and friendship with Ponpey, whom you yoursel ves
styled the Great before he was of man's estate, and decreed hima
triunmph before he was capable of sitting in the senate.”

This is what was nenorable in Crassus's consul ship, but as for his
censorship, that was altogether idle and inactive, for he neither nade
a scrutiny of the senate, nor took a review of the horsenen, nor a
census of the people, though he had as nild a nan as coul d be
desired for his colleague, Lutatius Catulus. It is said, indeed,
that when Crassus intended a violent and unjust neasure, which was the
reduci ng Egypt to be tributary to Rone, Catulus strongly opposed it,
and falling out about it, they laid down their office by consent. In
the great conspiracy of Catiline, which was very near subverting the
governnment, Crassus was not w thout sone suspicion of being concerned,
and one man cane forward and declared himto be in the plot; but
nobody credited him Yet Cicero, in one of his orations, clearly
charges both Crassus and Caesar with the guilt of it, though that
speech was not published till they were both dead. But in his speech
upon his consul ship, he declares that Crassus cane to himby night,
and brought a letter concerning Catiline, stating the details of the
conspiracy. Crassus hated himever after, but was hindered by his
son fromdoing himany injury; for Publius was a great |over of
| earni ng and el oquence, and a constant follower of Cicero, insonuch
that he put hinmself into nourning when he was accused, and induced the
other young nen to do the sane. And at last he reconciled himto his
fat her.

Caesar now returning fromhis comrmand, and designing to get the
consul ship, and seeing that Crassus and Ponpey were again at variance,
was unwilling to disoblige one by naking application to the other, and
despai red of success w thout the help of one of them he therefore
made it his business to reconcile them nmeking it appear that by
weakeni ng each other's influence they were pronoting the interest of
the G ceros, the Catuli, and the Catos, who would really be of no
account if they would join their interests and their factions, and act
together in public with one policy and one united power. And so
reconciling them by his persuasions, out of the three parties he set
up one irresistible power, which utterly subverted the governnment both
of senate and people. Not that he nade either Ponpey or Crassus
greater than they were before, but by their nmeans made hinsel f
greatest of all; for by the help of the adherents of both, he was at
once gloriously declared consul, which office when he admni ni stered
with credit, they decreed himthe conmand of an arny, and allotted him
Gaul for his province, and so placed himas it were in the citadel,
not doubting but they should divide the rest at their pleasure between
t hemsel ves, when they had confirmed himin his allotted conmrand.



Pormpey was actuated in all this by an i moderate desire of ruling, but
Crassus, adding to his old disease of covetousness, a new passion
after trophies and triunphs, enul ous of Caesar's exploits, not content
to be beneath himin these points, though above himin all others,
could not be at rest, till it ended in an ignom nious overthrow and

a public calanity. When Caesar cane out of Gaul to Lucca, a great many
went thither from Rome to neet him Ponpey and Crassus had various
conferences with himin secret, in which they cane to the resol ution
to proceed to still nore decisive steps, and to get the whole
managenent of affairs into their hands, Caesar to keep his arny, and
Ponmpey and Crassus to obtain new ones and new provinces. To effect al
whi ch there was but one way, the getting the consulate a second

time, which they were to stand for, and Caesar to assist them by
witing to his friends and sending nmany of his soldiers to vote.

But when they returned to Ronme, their design was presently
suspected, and a report was soon spread that this interview had been
for no good. When Marcellinus and Donitius asked Ponpey in the
senate if he intended to stand for the consul ship, he answered,
per haps he woul d, perhaps not; and being urged again, replied, he
woul d ask it of the honest citizens, but not of the dishonest. Which
answer appearing too haughty and arrogant, Crassus said, nore
nodestly, that he would desire it if it might be for the advantage
of the public, otherwi se he would decline it. Upon this sone others
took confidence and cane forward as candi dates, anong them Domiti us.
But when Ponpey and Crassus now openly appeared for it, the rest
were afraid and drew back; only Cato encouraged Donitius, who was
his friend and relation, to proceed, exciting himto persist, as
t hough he was now defending the public liberty, as these men, he said,
did not so nuch aimat the consulate as at arbitrary government, and
it was not a petition for office, but a seizure of provinces and
arm es. Thus spoke and thought Cato, and al nost forcibly conpelled
Domitius to appear in the forum where many sided with them For there
was, indeed, nuch wonder and question anobng the people, "Wy should
Ponmpey and Crassus want anot her consul ship? and why they two together,
and not with sonme third person? W have a great nany nen not
unworthy to be fellow consuls with either the one or the other."
Pompey' s party, being apprehensive of this, committed all nanner of
i ndecenci es and vi ol ences, and anongst other things lay in wait for
Domitius, as he was coming thither before daybreak with his friends;
his torch-bearer they killed, and wounded several others, of whom Cato
was one. And these being beaten back and driven into a house, Ponpey
and Crassus were proclaimed consuls. Not |ong after, they surrounded
the house with arned nen, thrust Cato out of the forum killed sone
t hat nade resistance, and decreed Caesar his command for five years
| onger, and provinces for thenmselves, Syria and both the Spains, which
being divided by lots, Syria fell to Crassus, and the Spains to
Pompey.

Al'l were well pleased with the change, for the people were
desirous that Ponpey should go far fromthe city, and he, being
extremely fond of his wife, was very glad to continue there; but
Crassus was so transported with his fortune, that it was manifest he
t hought he had never had such good luck befall himas now, so that
he had nmuch to do to contain hinself before conpany and strangers; but
anongst his private friends he let fall many vain and chil dish
wor ds, which were unworthy of his age, and contrary to his usua
character, for he had been very little given to boasting hitherto. But
t hen being strangely puffed up, and his head heated, he woul d not
limt his fortune with Parthia and Syria; but |ooking on the actions
of Lucul lus agai nst Tigranes and the exploits of Ponpey agai nst
Mthridates as but child s play, he proposed to hinself in his hopes



to pass as far as Bactria and India, and the utnost ocean. Not that he
was call ed upon by the decree which appointed himto his office to
undert ake any expedition against the Parthians, but it was well
known that he was eager for it, and Caesar wote to himout of Gau
commendi ng his resolution, and inciting himto the war. And when
Ateius, the tribune of the people, designed to stop his journey, and
many others nurnured that one man shoul d undertake a war against a
peopl e that had done themno injury, and were at anity with them he
desired Ponmpey to stand by himand acconpany hi mout of the town, as
he had a great nane anmpngst the common people. And when several were
ready prepared to interfere and raise an outcry, Ponpey appeared
with a pleasing countenance, and so nollified the people, that they
l et Crassus pass quietly. Ateius, however, met him and first by
word of nouth warned and conjured himnot to proceed, and then
conmanded his attendant officer to seize himand detain him but the
other tribunes not permtting it, the officer rel eased Crassus.
Ateius, therefore, running to the gate, when Crassus was cone thither,
set down a chafing-dish with lighted fire in it, and burning incense
and pouring libations on it, cursed himw th dreadful inprecations,
cal l'ing upon and nanming several strange and horrible deities. In the
Roman belief there is so nuch virtue in these sacred and anci ent
rites, that no nan can escape the effects of them and that the
utterer hinself seldom prospers; so that they are not often made use
of, and but upon a great occasion. And Ateius was blanmed at the tine
for resorting to them as the city itself, in whose cause he used
them would be the first to feel the ill effects of these curses and
supernatural terrors.

Crassus arrived at Brundusi um and though the sea was very rough, he
had not patience to wait, but went on board, and |ost many of his
ships. Wth the remmant of his arny he marched rapidly through
Gal atia, where neeting with King Deiotarus, who, though he was very
ol d, was about building a new city, Crassus scoffingly told him "Your
maj esty begins to build at the twelfth hour." "Neither do you," said
he, "O general, undertake your Parthian expedition very early." For
Crassus was then sixty years old, and he seened ol der than he was.

At his first com ng, things went as he would have them for he made

a bridge over the Euphrates, without much difficulty, and passed

over his arny in safety, and occupied nany cities of Mesopotan a

whi ch yielded voluntarily. But a hundred of his nen were killed in
one, in which Apollonius was tyrant; therefore, bringing his forces
against it, he took it by storm plundered the goods, and sold the

i nhabitants. The Greeks call this city Zenodotia, upon the taking of
which he pernmitted the arnmy to salute himlInperator, but this was very
ill thought of, and it |ooked as if he despaired a nobl er achievenent,
that he made so nuch of this little success. Putting garrisons of
seven thousand foot and one thousand horse in the new conquests, he
returned to take up his winter quarters in Syria, where his son was to
meet himconing from Caesar out of Gaul, decorated with rewards for
his val our, and bringing with himone thousand sel ect horse. Here
Crassus seened to commit his first error, and except, indeed, the
whol e expedition, his greatest; for, whereas he ought to have gone
forward and seized Babylon and Sel eucia, cities that were ever at
enmty with the Parthians, he gave the eneny tinme to provi de agai nst
him Besides, he spent his tinme in Syria nore |like an usurer than a
general, not in taking an account of the arms, and in inproving the
skill and discipline of his soldiers, but in conmputing the revenue

of the cities, wasting many days in weighing by scal e and bal ance

the treasure that was in the tenple of Hi erapolis, issuing
requisitions for |levies of soldiers upon particular tows and

ki ngdons, and then again wi thdrawi ng them on paynment of sums of noney,



by which he lost his credit and becanme despised. Here, too, he net
with the first ill-omen fromthat goddess, whom sone call Venus
others Juno, others Nature, or the Cause that produces out of npisture
the first principles and seeds of all things, and gives mankind
their earliest know edge of all that is good for them For as they
were goi ng out of the tenple young Crassus stunbled and his father
fell upon him

When he drew his arny out of winter quarters, anbassadors cane to
himfrom Arsaces, with this short speech: If the arnmy was sent by
t he peopl e of Rone, he denounced nortal war, but if, as he
under st ood was the case, against the consent of his country, Crassus
for his own private profit had invaded his territory, then their
king woul d be nore nerciful, and taking pity upon Crassus's dotage,
woul d send t hose sol diers back who had been left not so truly to
keep guard on himas to be his prisoners. Crassus boastfully told them
he woul d return his answer at Sel eucia, upon which Vagi ses, the el dest
of them |aughed and showed the pal mof his hand, saying, "Hair wll
grow here before you will see Seleucia;" so they returned to their
ki ng, Hyrodes, telling himit was war. Several of the Romans that were
in garrison in Mesopotania with great hazard nmade their escape, and
brought word that the danger was worth consideration, urging their own
eye-wi tness of the nunbers of the eneny, and the manner of their
fighting, when they assaulted their towns; and, as nmen's nanner is,
made all seemgreater than really it was. By flight it was
i mpossible to escape them and as inpossible to overtake them when
they fled, and they had a new and strange sort of darts, as swift as
sight, for they pierced whatever they net with, before you could see
who threw them their nmen-at-arns were so provided that their
weapons woul d cut through anything, and their armour give way to
not hi ng. Al which when the soldiers heard their hearts failed them
for till now they thought there was no difference between the
Part hi ans and the Arneni ans or Cappadoci ans, whom Lucul | us grew
weary w th plundering, and had been persuaded that the main difficulty
of the war consisted only in the tedi ousness of the march and the
troubl e of chasing nen that durst not cone to blows, so that the
danger of a battle was beyond their expectation; accordingly, sone
of the officers advised Crassus to proceed no further at present,
but reconsider the whole enterprise, anongst whomin particular was
Cassius, the quaestor. The soothsayers, also, told himprivately the
signs found in the sacrifices were continually adverse and
unf avourabl e. But he paid no heed to them or to anybody who gave
any other advice than to proceed. Nor did Artabazes, King of
Armenia, confirmhima little, who cane to his aid with six thousand
horse; who, however, were said to be only the king's life-guard and
suit, for he promised ten thousand cuirassiers nore, and thirty
t housand foot, at his own charge. He urged Crassus to invade Parthia
by the way of Armenia, for not only would he be able there to supply
his army w th abundant provision, which he would give him but his
passage woul d be nore secure in the nountains and hills, wth which
t he whol e country was covered, nmeking it al nost inpassable to horse,
in which the main strength of the Parthians consisted. Crassus
returned himbut cold thanks for his readiness to serve him and for
t he spl endour of his assistance, and told himhe was resolved to
pass t hrough Mesopotam a, where he had left a great nmany brave Ronman
sol di ers; whereupon the Arnmenian went his way. As Crassus was taking
the arny over the river at Zeugma, he encountered preternaturally
viol ent thunder, and the lightning flashed in the faces of the troops,
and during the storma hurricane broke upon the bridge, and carried
part of it away; two thunderbolts fell upon the very place where the
arny was going to encanp; and one of the general's horses,



magni fi cently capari soned, dragged away the groominto the river and
was drowned. It is said, too, that when they went to take up the first
standard, the eagle of itself turned its head backward; and after he
had passed over his arny, as they were distributing provisions, the
first thing they gave was lentils and salt, which with the Ronans
are the food proper to funerals, and are offered to the dead. And as
Crassus was haranguing his soldiers, he let fall a word which was
t hought very onminous in the army; for "I amgoing," he said, "to break
down the bridge, that none of you may return;" and whereas he ought,
when he had perceived his blunder, to have corrected hinmself, and
expl ai ned hi s neaning, seeing the nen alarned at the expression, he
woul d not do it out of mere stubbornness. And when at the |ast genera
sacrifice the priest gave himthe entrails, they slipped out of his
hand, and when he saw the standers-by concerned at it, he |aughed
and said, "See what it is to be an old man; but | shall hold ny
sword fast enough."

So he marched his arny along the river with seven legions, little
| ess than four thousand horse, and as many |ight-arnmed soldiers, and
the scouts returning declared that not one man appeared, but that they
saw the footing of a great many horses which seened to be retiring
in flight, whereupon Crassus concei ved great hopes, and the Ronans
began to despise the Parthians, as men that would not cone to
conbat, hand to hand. But Cassius spoke with him again, and advi sed
himto refresh his arnmy in sonme of the garrison towns, and renain
there till they could get sonme certain intelligence of the eneny, or
at least to nake toward Sel eucia, and keep by the river, that so
they m ght have the conveni ence of having provision constantly
supplied by the boats, which might always acconpany the army, and
the river would secure them from being environed, and, if they
should fight, it might be upon equal ternmns.

Whil e Crassus was still considering, and as yet undeterm ned,
there came to the canp an Arab chief named Ariammes, a cunning and
wily fellow, who, of all the evil chances which conbined to | ead
themon to destruction, was the chief and the nost fatal. Sone of
Ponmpey's ol d sol diers knew him and renmenbered himto have received
sonme ki ndnesses of Ponpey, and to have been | ooked upon as a friend to
t he Ronans, but he was now suborned by the king's generals, and sent
to Crassus to entice himif possible fromthe river and hills into the
wi de open plain, where he m ght be surrounded. For the Parthians
desired anything rather than to be obliged to neet the Romans face
to face. He, therefore, comng to Crassus (and he had a persuasive
tongue), highly commended Ponpey as his benefactor, and admired the
forces that Crassus had with him but seened to wonder why he
del ayed and nade preparations, as if he should not use his feet nore
than any arms, against men that, taking with themtheir best goods and
chattel s, had designed long ago to fly for refuge to the Scythi ans
or Hyrcanians. "If you nmeant to fight, you should have made al
possi bl e haste, before the king should recover courage, and coll ect
his forces together; at present you see Surena and Sill aces opposed to
you, to draw you off in pursuit of them while the king hinself
keeps out of the way." But this was all a lie, for Hyrodes had divided
his army in two parts; with one he in person wasted Arnenia, revengi ng
hi msel f upon Artavasdes, and sent Surena agai nst the Ronans, not out
of contenpt, as sonme pretend, for there is no likelihood that he
shoul d despi se Crassus, one of the chiefest nmen of Rome, to go and
fight with Artavasdes, and invade Arnenia; but much nore probably he
real |y apprehended the danger, and therefore waited to see the
event, intending that Surena should first run the hazard of a
battle, and draw the eneny on. Nor was this Surena an ordi nary person
but in wealth, famly, and reputation, the second man in the



ki ngdom and in courage and prowess the first, and for bodily

stature and beauty no nan |like him Wenever he travelled privately,
he had one thousand canels to carry his baggage, two hundred

chariots for his concubines, one thousand conpletely arnmed nen for
life-guards, and a great many nore |ight-arned; and he had at |east
ten thousand horsenen altogether, of his servants and retinue. The
honour had | ong belonged to his famly, that at the king's

coronation he put the crown upon his head, and when this very Kking

Hyr odes had been exiled, he brought himin; it was he, also, that took
the great city of Seleucia, was the first man that scaled the walls,
and with his own hand beat off the defenders. And though at this

time he was not above thirty years old, he had a great name for w sdom
and sagacity, and, indeed, by these qualities chiefly, he overthrew
Crassus, who first through his overweeni ng confidence, and

af terwards because he was cowed by his calanities, fell a ready victim
to his subtlety. Wien Ariammes had thus worked upon him he drew him
fromthe river into vast plains, by a way that at first was pl easant
and easy but afterwards very troubl esone by reason of the depth of the
sand; no tree, nor any water, and no end of this to be seen; so that
they were not only spent with thirst, and the difficulty of the
passage, but were dismayed with the unconfortabl e prospect of not a
bough, not a stream not a hillock, not a green herb, but in fact a
sea of sand, which enconpassed the arny with its waves. They began

to suspect sone treachery, and at the sane tine cane nessengers from
Artavasdes, that he was fiercely attacked by Hyrodes, who had

i nvaded his country, so that now it was inpossible for himto send any
succours, and that he therefore advised Crassus to turn back, and with
joint forces to give Hyrodes battle, or at |least that he should

march and encanp where horses could not easily cone, and keep to the
nmount ai ns. Crassus, out of anger and perverseness, wote himno
answer, but told them at present he was not at leisure to mnd the
Armeni ans, but he would call upon them another tinme, and revenge

hi msel f upon Artavasdes for his treachery. Cassius and his friends
began again to conplain, but when they perceived that it nerely

di spl eased Crassus, they gave over, but privately railed at the

bar barian, "What evil genius, O thou worst of men, brought thee to our
canp, and with what charms and potions hast thou bew tched Crassus,
that he should march his arny through a vast and deep desert,

t hrough ways which are rather fit for a captain of Arabian robbers,
than for the general of a Roman arny?" But the barbarian, being a wily
fellow, very subm ssively exhorted them and encouraged themto
sustain it a little further, and ran about the canmp, and professing to
cheer up the soldiers, asked them jokingly, "Wat, do you think you
march through Canpani a, expecting everywhere to find springs, and
shady trees, and baths, and inns of entertainment? Consider you now
travel through the confines of Arabia and Assyria." Thus he managed
themlike children, and before the cheat was di scovered, he rode away;
not but that Crassus was aware of his going, but he had persuaded
himthat he would go and contrive how to disorder the affairs of the
enemy.

It is related that Crassus cane abroad that day not in his scarlet
robe, which Roman generals usually wear, but in a black one, which, as
soon as he perceived, he changed. And the standard-bearers had nuch
ado to take up their eagles, which seened to be fixed to the place.
Crassus |l aughed at it, and hastened their nmarch, and conpelled his
infantry to keep pace with his cavalry, till sone few of the scouts
returned and told themthat their fellows were slain and they hardly
escaped, that the eneny was at hand in full force, and resolved to
give thembattle. On this all was in an uproar; Crassus was struck
wi th amazenent, and for haste could scarcely put his arny in good



order. First, as Cassius advised, he opened their ranks and files that
they mght take up as nuch space as could be, to prevent their being
surrounded, and distributed the horse upon the w ngs, but afterwards
changing his mind, he drew up his arnmy in a square, and nade a front
every way, each of which consisted of twelve cohorts, to every one
of which he allotted a troop of horse, that no part night be destitute
of the assistance that the horse night give, and that they nmight be
ready to assi st everywhere, as need should require. Cassius
commanded one of the w ngs, young Crassus the other, and he hinself
was in the middle. Thus they marched on till they cane to a little
river nanmed Balissus, a very inconsiderable one in itself, but very
grateful to the soldiers, who had suffered so nuch by drouth and
heat all along their march. Mst of the commanders were of the opinion
that they ought to remain there that night, and to i nformthensel ves
as much as possi ble of the nunber of the enenies, and their order, and
so march agai nst them at break of day; but Crassus was so carried away
by the eagerness of his son, and the horsenmen that were with him
who desired and urged himto | ead them on and engage, that he
commanded those that had a mind to it to eat and drink as they stood
in their ranks, and before they had all well done, he |led them on, not
leisurely and with halts to take breath, as if he was going to battle,
but kept on his pace as if he had been in haste, till they saw the
eneny, contrary to their expectation, neither so many nor so
magni ficently arnmed as the Romans expected. For Surena had hid his
main force behind the first ranks, and ordered themto hide the
glittering of their arnour with coats and skins. But when they
approached and the general gave the signal, imediately all the
field rung with a hideous noise and terrible clamur. For the
Part hi ans do not encourage thenselves to war with cornets and
trunmpets, but with a kind of kettle-drum which they strike all at
once in various quarters. Wth these they nake a dead, holl ow noise,
like the bellow ng of beasts, mixed with sounds resenbling thunder
having, it would seem very correctly observed that of all our
senses hearing nost confounds and di sorders us, and that the
feelings excited through it nost quickly disturb and nost entirely
over power the understandi ng.

Wien they had sufficiently terrified the Romans with their noise,
they threw off the covering of their armour, and shone Iike
lightning in their breastplates and hel nets of polished Margiani an
steel, and with their horses covered with brass and steel trappings.
Surena was the tallest and finest |ooking nman hinself, but the
delicacy of his looks and effem nacy of his dress did not prom se so
much manhood as he really was master of; for his face was painted, and
his hair parted after the fashion of the Medes, whereas the other
Parthi ans made a nore terrible appearance, with their shaggy hair
gathered in a mass upon their foreheads after the Scythian node. Their
first design was with their lances to beat down and force back the
first ranks of the Romans, but when they perceived the depth of
their battle, and that the soldiers firmy kept their ground, they
made a retreat, and pretending to break their order and disperse, they
enconpassed the Roman square before they were aware of it. Crassus
commanded his light-arned soldiers to charge, but they had not gone
far before they were received with such a shower of arrows that they
were glad to retire anongst the heavy-arnmed, with whomthis was the
first occasion of disorder and terror, when they perceived the
strength and force of their darts, which pierced their arns, and
passed through every kind of covering, hard and soft alike. The
Par t hi ans now pl aci ng thensel ves at di stances began to shoot from
all sides, not aiming at any particular mark (for, indeed, the order
of the Ronmans was so close, that they could not miss if they would),



but sinply sent their arrows with great force out of strong bent bows,
the strokes fromwhich cane with extreme violence. The position of the
Romans was a very bad one fromthe first; for if they kept their

ranks, they were wounded, and if they tried to charge, they hurt the
enenmy none the nore, and thensel ves suffered none the less. For the
Part hians threw their darts as they fled, an art in which none but the
Scyt hi ans excel them and it is, indeed, a cunning practice, for while
they thus fight to nake their escape, they avoid the di shonour of a
flight.

However, the Romans had some confort to think that when they had
spent all their arrows, they would either give over or conme to bl ows
but when they presently understood that there were nunerous canels
| oaded with arrows, and that when the first ranks had di scharged those
they had, they wheeled off and took nore, Crassus seeing no end of it,
was out of all heart, and sent to his son that he shoul d endeavour
to fall in upon them before he was quite surrounded; for the eneny
advanced nost upon that quarter, and seened to be trying to ride
around and come upon the rear. Therefore the young man, taking with
himthirteen hundred horse, one thousand of which he had from
Caesar, five hundred archers, and eight cohorts of the full-arned
soldiers that stood next him led themup with design to charge the
Part hi ans. Whether it was that they found thenselves in a piece of
mar shy ground, as sone think, or else designing to entice young
Crassus as far as they could fromhis father, they turned and began to
fly whereupon he crying out that they durst not stand, pursued them
and with him Censori nus and Megabacchus, both fanobus, the latter for
hi s courage and prowess, the other for being of a senator's fanily
and an excellent orator, both intimtes of Crassus, and of about the
sanme age. The horse thus pushing on, the infantry stayed a little
behi nd, being exalted with hopes and joy, for they supposed they had
al ready conquered, and now were only pursuing; till when they were
gone too far, they perceived the deceit, for they that seened to fly
now turned again, and a great many fresh ones came on. Upon this
they made a halt, for they doubted not but now the eneny woul d
attack them because they were so few. But they nerely placed their
cuirassiers to face the Ronmans, and with the rest of their horse
rode about scouring the field, and thus stirring up the sand, they
rai sed such a dust that the Romans could neither see nor speak to
one anot her, and being driven in upon one another in one close body,
they were thus hit and killed, dying, not by a quick and easy death,
but with miserable pains and convul sions; for withing upon the
darts in their bodies, they broke themin their wounds, and when
they would by force pluck out the barbed points, they caught the
nerves and veins, so that they tore and tortured thensel ves. Many of
them di ed thus, and those that survived were disabled for any service,
and when Publius exhorted themto charge the cuirassiers, they
showed himtheir hands nailed to their shields, and their feet stuck
to the ground, so that they could neither fly nor fight. He charged in
hi msel f boldly, however, with his horse, and cane to close quarters
with them but was very unequal, whether as to the of fensive or
def ensive part; for with his weak and little javelins, he struck
agai nst targets that were of tough raw hides and iron, whereas, the
lightly-clad bodies of his Gaulish horsenen were exposed to the strong
spears of the eneny. For upon these he nostly depended, and with
t hem he w ought wonders; for they would catch hold of the great
spears, and cl ose upon the eneny, and so pull themoff fromtheir
horses, where they could scarce stir by reason of the heavi ness of
their armour, and many of the Gauls quitting their own horses, would
creep under those of the eneny, and stick themin the belly; which
growing unruly with the pain, tranpled upon their riders and upon



the eneni es prom scuously. The Gauls were chiefly tornented by the
heat and drouth, being not accustoned to either, and nost of their
horses were slain by being spurred on against the spears, so that they
were forced to retire anong the foot, bearing off Publius grievously
wounded. bserving a sandy hillock not far off, they nmade to it, and
tying their horses to one another, and placing themin the mdst,
and joining all their shields together before them they thought
they might make sonme defence agai nst the barbarians. But it fell out
quite contrary, for when they were drawn up in a plain, the front in
sone neasure secured those that were behind; but when they were upon
the hill, one being of necessity higher up than another, none were
in shelter, but all alike stood equally exposed, bewailing their
i ngl orious and useless fate. There were with Publius two G eeks that
lived near there at Carrhae, H eronynus and Ni comachus; these nen
urged himto retire with themand fly to Ichnae, a town not far from
thence, and friendly to the Ronans. "No," said he, "there is no
death so terrible, for the fear of which Publius would | eave his
friends that die upon his account;" and bidding themto take care of
t hensel ves, he enbraced them and sent them away, and, because he could
not use his arm for he was run through with a dart, he opened his
side to his arnour-bearer, and commanded himto run himthrough. It is
said Censorinus fell in the sane manner. Megabacchus sl ew hi nmsel f,
as did also the rest of best note. The Parthians conming upon the
rest with their lances, killed themfighting, nor were there above
five hundred taken prisoners. Cutting off the head of Publius, they
rode off directly towards Crassus.

H s condition was thus. Wen he had commanded his son to fall upon
the eneny, and word was brought himthat they fled and that there
was a distant pursuit, and perceiving also that the eneny did not
press upon himso hard as formerly, for they were nostly gone to
fall upon Publius, he began to take heart a little; and drawing his
army towards sone sl oping ground, expected when his son would return
fromthe pursuit. O the nmessengers whom Publius sent to him (as
soon as he saw his danger), the first were intercepted by the eneny,
and slain; the last, hardly escaping, cane and decl ared that Publius
was | ost, unless he had speedy succours. Crassus was terribly
di stracted, not knowi ng what counsel to take, and indeed no | onger
capabl e of taking any; overpowered now by fear for the whole arny, now
by desire to help his son. At last he resolved to nmove with his
forces. Just upon this, up cane the eneny with their shouts and noises
nore terrible than before, their druns sounding again in the ears of
t he Ronans, who now feared a fresh engagenent. And they who brought
Publ i us's head upon the point of a spear, riding up near enough that
it could be known, scoffingly inquired where were his parents, and
what family he was of, for it was inpossible that so brave and gal |l ant
a warrior should be the son of so pitiful a coward as Crassus. This
sight above all the rest dismayed the Romans, for it did not incite
themto anger as it might have done, but to horror and trenbling,
t hough they say Crassus outdid hinself in this calanity, for he passed
t hrough the ranks and cried out to them "This, O ny countrynen, is ny
own peculiar loss, but the fortune and the glory of Rone is safe and
untainted so long as you are safe. But if any one be concerned for
ny loss of the best of sons, let himshowit in revenging himupon the
eneny. Take away their joy, revenge their cruelty, nor be dismayed
at what is past; for whoever tries for great objects nust suffer
sonet hing. Neither did Lucullus overthrow Tigranes without
bl oodshed, nor Scipio Antiochus; our ancestors |ost one thousand ships
about Sicily, and how nany generals and captains in Italy? no one of
whi ch | osses hindered them from overthrowi ng their conquerors; for the
State of Rome did not arrive to this height by fortune, but by



perseverance and virtue in confronting danger."

Whil e Crassus thus spoke exhorting them he saw but few that gave
much heed to him and when he ordered themto shout for battle, he
could no | onger m stake the despondency of his army, which nade but
a faint and unsteady noise, while the shout of the eneny was clear and
bol d. And when they canme to the business, the Parthian servants and
dependents ridi ng about shot their arrows, and the horsenen in the
forenmpst ranks with their spears drove the Ronans cl ose together
except those who rushed upon them for fear of being killed by their
arrows. Neither did these do nmuch execution, being quickly despatched;
for the strong, thick spear nmade | arge and nortal wounds, and often
run through two nmen at once. As they were thus fighting, the night
conming on parted them the Parthians boasting that they would
i ndul ge Crassus with one night to nmourn his son, unless upon better
consi derati on he would rather go to Arsaces than be carried to him
These, therefore, took up their quarters near them being flushed wth
their victory. But the Romans had a sad night of it; for neither
taking care for the burial of their dead, nor the cure of the wounded,
nor the groans of the expiring, every one bewailed his own fate. For
there was no neans of escapi ng, whether they should stay for the
light, or venture to retreat into the vast desert in the dark. And now
t he wounded men have them new trouble, since to take themw th them
would retard their flight, and if they should | eave them they night
serve as guides to the eneny by their cries. However, they were al
desirous to see and hear Crassus, though they were sensible that he
was the cause of all their mschief. But he wapped his cloak around
him and hid hinself, where he lay as an exanple, to ordinary m nds,
of the caprice of fortune, but to the wi se, of inconsiderateness and
anmbi ti on; who, not content to be superior to so many millions of
men, being inferior to two, esteened hinself as the | owest of all.
Then canme Cctavius, his lieutenant, and Cassius, to confort him but
he bei ng altogether past hel ping, they thensel ves called together
the centurions and tribunes, and agreeing that the best way was to
fly, they ordered the arnmy out, w thout sound of trunpet, and at first
with silence. But before long, when the disabled nen found they were
| eft behind, strange confusion and disorder, with an outcry and
| ament ati on, seized the canp, and a trenbling and dread presently fel
upon them as if the enenmy were at their heels. By which neans, now
and then turning out of their way, now and then standing to their
ranks, sometinmes taking up the wounded that followed, sonetines |aying
t hem down, they wasted the tine, except three hundred horse, whom
Egnati us brought safe to Carrhae about mnidnight; where calling, in the
Roman tongue, to the watch, as soon as they heard him he bade them
tell Coponius, the governor, that Crassus had fought a very great
battle with the Parthians; and having said but this, and not so nuch
as telling his nane, he rode away at full speed to Zeugma. And by this
nmeans he saved hinmsel f and his nen, but lost his reputation by
deserting his general. However, his nmessage to Coponius was for the
advant age of Crassus; for he, suspecting by this hasty and confused
delivery of the nmessage that all was not well, inmmediately ordered the
garrison to be in arnms, and as soon as he understood that Crassus
was upon the way towards him he went out to neet him and received
himwith his arny into the town.

The Parthi ans, although they perceived their dislodgnment in the
ni ght, yet did not pursue them but as soon as it was day, they cane
upon those that were left in the canp, and put no | ess than four
thousand to the sword and with their |ight horse picked up a great
many stragglers. Varguntinus, the lieutenant, while it was yet dark
had broken off fromthe main body with four cohorts which had
strayed out of the way; and the Parthians enconpassing these on a



small hill, slew every man of them excepting twenty, who with their
drawn swords forced their way through the thickest, and they
admiring their courage, opened their ranks to the right and left,
and | et them pass w thout nolestation to Carrhae.

Soon after a false report was brought to Surena, that Crassus,
with his principal officers, had escaped, and that those who were
got into Carrhae were but a confused rout of insignificant people, not
worth further pursuit. Supposing, therefore, that he had | ost the very
crown and glory of his victory, and yet being uncertain whether it
were so or not, and anxious to ascertain the fact, that so he should
ei ther stay and besiege Carrhae or follow Crassus, he sent one of
his interpreters to the walls, comanding himin Latin to call for
Crassus or Cassius, for that the general, Surena, desired a
conference. As soon as Crassus heard this, he enbraced the proposal
and soon after there came up a band of Arabians, who very well knew
the faces of Crassus and Cassius, as having been frequently in the
Roman canp before the battle. They having espied Cassius fromthe
wal I, told himthat Surena desired a peace, and would give them safe
convoy, if they would nake a treaty with the king his naster, and
withdraw all their troops out of Mesopotam a; and this he thought nost
advi sabl e for them both, before things came to the [ast extrenmity;
Cassi us, enbracing the proposal, desired that a time and place m ght
be appoi nted where Crassus and Surena m ght have an interview The
Arabi ans, having charged thenselves with the nessage, went back to
Surena, who was not a little rejoiced that Crassus was there to be
besi eged.

Next day, therefore, he came up with his arny, insulting over the
Romans, and haughtily denmanded of them Crassus and Cassius, bound,
if they expected any nercy. The Romans, seeing thensel ves del uded
and nocked, were nuch troubled at it, but advising Crassus to lay
asi de his distant and enpty hopes of aid fromthe Arnenians,
resolved to fly for it; and this design ought to have been kept
private, till they were upon their way, and not have been told to
any of the people of Carrhae. But Crassus let this also be known to
Andr omachus, the nost faithless of nen, nay, he was so infatuated as
to choose himfor his guide. The Parthians then, to be sure, had
punctual intelligence of all that passed; but it being contrary to
their usage, and also difficult for themto fight by night, and
Crassus having chosen that time to set out, Andromachus, |est he
shoul d get the start too far of his pursuers, led himhither and
thither, and at |ast conveyed himinto the mdst of norasses and
pl aces full of ditches, so that the Romans had a troubl esonme and
perpl exing journey of it, and sonme were who, supposing by these
wi ndi ngs and turnings of Andromachus that no good was intended,
resolved to follow himno further. And at |ast Cassius hinself
returned to Carrhae, and his guides, the Arabians, advising himto
tarry there till the moon was got out of Scorpio, he told themthat he
was nost afraid of Sagittarius, and so with five hundred horse went
off to Syria. OGthers there were who, having got honest guides, took
their way by the nountains called Sinnaca, and got into places of
security by daybreak; these were five thousand under the conmand of
Cctavius, a very gallant nman. But Crassus fared worse; day overtook
himstill deceived by Andronachus, and entangled in the fens and the
difficult country. There were with himfour cohorts of |egionary
soldiers, a very few horsenen, and five lictors, with whom having with
great difficulty got into the way, and not being a mle and a hal f
fromCctavius, instead of going to join him although the eneny were
al ready upon him he retreated to another hill, neither so
def ensi bl e nor inpassable for the horse, but lying under the hills
at Sinnaca, and continued so as to join themin a long ridge through



the plain. Cctavius could see in what danger the general was, and
hinself, at first but slenderly followed, hurried to the rescue.
Soon after, the rest, upbraiding one another with baseness in
forsaking their officers, marched down, and falling upon the
Part hi ans, drove themfromthe hill, and compassi ng Crassus about, and
fencing himwith their shields, declared proudly, that no arrowin
Part hia should ever touch their general, so long as there was a man of
themleft alive to protect him
Surena, therefore, perceiving his soldiers less inclined to expose
t hensel ves, and knowi ng that if the Romans should prolong the battle
till night, they mght then gain the nountains and be out of his
reach, betook hinmself to his usual craft. Sone of the prisoners were
set free, who had, as it was contrived, been in hearing, while sonme of
t he barbarians spoke a set purpose in the canp to the effect that
the king did not design the war to be pursued to extremty agai nst the
Romans, but rather desired, by his general treatnment of Crassus, to
make a step towards reconciliation. And the barbarians desisted from
fighting, and Surena hinself, with his chief officers, riding gently
to the hill, unbent his bow and held out his hand, inviting Crassus to
an agreenent, and saying that it was beside the king's intentions,
that they had thus had experience of the courage and the strength of
his soldiers; that now he desired no other contention but that of
ki ndness and friendship, by nmaking a truce, and permitting themto
go away in safety. These words of Surena the rest received joyfully,
and were eager to accept the offer, but Crassus, who had sufficient
experience of their perfidiousness, and was unable to see any reason
for the sudden change, would give no ear to them and only took tine
to consider. But the soldiers cried out and advised himto treat,
and then went on to upbraid and affront him saying that it was very
unreasonabl e that he should bring themto fight with such nmen arned,
whom hi msel f, without their arms, durst not look in the face. He tried
first to prevail with themby entreaties, and told themthat if they
woul d have patience till evening, they m ght get into the nountains
and passes, inaccessible for horse, and be out of danger, and withal
he pointed out the way with his hand, entreating themnot to abandon
their preservation, now close before them But when they nutinied
and clashed their targets in a threatening manner, he was
over powered and forced to go, and only turning about at parting, said,
"You, Cctavius and Petronius, and the rest of the officers who are
present, see the necessity of going which | lie under, and cannot
but be sensible of the indignities and violence offered to ne. Tel
all nen when you have escaped, that Crassus perished rather by the
subtl ety of his enenmies, than by the disobedi ence of his countrynen."
Cct avi us, however, would not stay there, but with Petronius went
down fromthe hill; as for the lictors, Crassus bade them be gone. The
first that net himwere two hal f-blood G eeks, who, leaping fromtheir
horses, made a profound reverence to Crassus, and desired him in
Greek, to send sone before him who night see that Surena hinself
was coming towards them his retinue disarnmed, and not having so
much as their wearing swords along with them But Crassus answered,
that if he had the | east concern for his life, he would never have
intrusted hinmself in their hands, but sent two brothers of the nanme of
Roscius to inquire on what ternms and in what nunmbers they shoul d neet.
These Surena ordered imediately to be seized, and hinself with his
principal officers came up on horseback, and greeting him said,
"How is this, then? A Roman conmander is on foot, whilst | and ny
train are nounted." But Crassus replied, that there was no error
comritted on either side, for they both net according to the custom of
their own country. Surena told himthat fromthat tinme there was a
| eague between the king his nmaster and the Romans, but that Crassus



must go with himto the river to sign it, "for you Romans," said he,
"have not good nenories for conditions," and so saying, reached out
his hand to him Crassus, therefore, gave order that one of his horses
shoul d be brought; but Surena told himthere was no need, "the Kking,
my master, presents you with this;" and imrediately a horse with a

gol den bit was brought up to him and hinmself was forcibly put into
the saddl e by the groons, who ran by the side and struck the horse

to make the nore haste. But Cctavius running up, got hold of the
bridle, and soon after one of the officers, Petronius, and the rest of
t he conpany cane up, striving to stop the horse, and pulling back

t hose who on both sides of himforced Crassus forward. Thus from

pul ling and thrusting one another, they canme to a tunult, and soon
after to blows. Octavius, drawing his sword, killed a groom of one

of the barbarians, and one of them getting behind Cctavius, killed
him Petronius was not arned, but being struck on the breastplate,
fell down fromhis horse, though w thout hurt. Crassus was killed by a
Part hi an, called Pomaxathres; others say by a different man, and

t hat Pomaxathres only cut off his head and right hand after he had
fallen. But this is conjecture rather than certain know edge, for
those that were by had not |eisure to observe particulars, and were
either killed fighting about Crassus, or ran off at once to get to

their conrades on the hill. But the Parthians conming up to them and
saying that Crassus had the punishment he justly deserved, and that
Surena bade the rest come down fromthe hill without fear, sonme of

t hem came down and surrendered thensel ves, others were scattered up
and down in the night, a very few of whom got safe honme, and others
t he Arabi ans, beating through the country, hunted down and put to
death. It is generally said, that in all twenty thousand nmen were
slain and ten thousand taken prisoners.

Surena sent the head and hand of Crassus to Hyrodes the king, into
Armeni a, but hinself by his nmessengers scattering a report that he was
bringing Crassus alive to Seleucia, made a ridicul ous procession,
whi ch, by way of scorn, he called a triunph. For one Caius
Pacci anus, who of all the prisoners was nost |ike Crassus, being put
into a woman's dress of the fashion of the barbarians, and
instructed to answer to the title of Crassus and | nperator, was
brought sitting upon his horse, while before himwent a parcel of
trunpeters and lictors upon canels. Purses were hung at the end of the
bundl es of rods, and the heads of the slain fresh bleeding at the
end of their axes. After themfollowed the Sel euci an singi ng wonen,
repeating scurril ous and abusive songs upon the effeninacy and
cowardl i ness of Crassus. This show was seen by everybody; but
Surena, calling together the senate of Seleucia, |aid before them
certain wanton books, of the witings of Aristides, his MIlesiaca,
neither, indeed, was this any forgery, for they had been found anong
t he baggage of Rustius, and were a good subject to supply Surena
with insulting remarks upon the Ronans, who were not able even in
the tine of war to forget such witings and practices. But the
peopl e of Sel eucia had reason to commend the nmend the wi sdom of
Aesop's fable of the wallet, seeing their general Surena carrying a
bag full of |oose MIlesian stories before him but keeping behind
hima whol e Parthian Sybaris in his nany wagons full of concubi nes;
like the vipers and asps people talk of, all the forenost and nore
visible parts fierce and terrible with spears and arrows and horsenen
but the rear termnating in | oose wonen and castanets, nusic of the
lute, and midnight revellings. Rustius, indeed, is not to be
excused, but the Parthians had forgot, when they nocked at the
Ml esian stories, that many of the royal line of their Arsacidae had
been born of Mlesian and |onian m stresses.

Whi | st these things were doing, Hyrodes had struck up a peace with



the King of Arnenia, and nade a match between his son Pacorus and
the King of Arnenia's sister. Their feastings and entertainnments in
consequence were very sunptuous, and various G ecian conpositions,
suitable to the occasion, were recited before them For Hyrodes was
not ignorant of the G eek | anguage and literature, and Artavasdes
was so expert in it, that he wote tragedi es and orati ons and
histories, sone of which are still extant. \When the head of Crassus
was brought to the door, the tables were just taken away, and one
Jason, a tragic actor, of the town of Tralles, was singing the scene
in the Bacchae of Euripides concerning Agave. He was receiving nmuch
appl ause, when Sillaces, conmng to the room and havi ng nade obei sance
to the king, threw down the head of Crassus into the nidst of the
conpany. The Parthians receiving it with joy and accl amati ons,
Sillaces, by the king's conmand, was nmade to sit down while Jason
handed over the costunme of Pentheus to one of the dancers in the
chorus, and taking up the head of Crassus, and acting the part of a
bacchante in her frenzy, in a rapturous inpassioned manner, sang the
lyric passages-

"We've hunted down a mighty chase to-day,
And fromthe mountain bring the noble prey,"

to the great delight of all the conpany; but when the verses of the
di al ogue fol | owed-

"What happy hand the gl orious victimslew?
| claimthat honour to ny courage due,"

Pomaxat hres, who happened to be there at the supper, started up and
woul d have got the head into his own hands, "for it is ny due," said
he, "and no man's else." The king was greatly pleased, and gave
presents, according to the customof the Parthians, to them and to
Jason, the actor, a talent. Such was the burlesque that was played,
they tell us, as the afterpiece to the tragedy of Crassus's
expedi tion. But divine justice failed not to punish both Hyrodes for
his cruelty and Surena for his perjury; for Surena not |ong after was
put to death by Hyrodes, out of nmere envy to his glory; and Hyrodes
hi msel f, having lost his son Pacorus, who was beaten in a battle with
the Ronans, falling into a di sease which turned to a dropsy, had
aconite given himby his second son, Phraates; but the poison working
only upon the disease, and carrying away the dropsical matter with
itself, the king began suddenly to recover, so that Phraates at
I ength was forced to take the shortest course, and strangled him

THE END
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