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SOLON

DI DYMJS, the granmarian, in his answer to Ascl epi ades concerning
Solon's Tables of Law, nentions a passage of one Philocles, who states
that Solon's father's name was Euphorion, contrary to the opinion of
all others who have written concerning him for they generally agree
that he was the son of Execestides, a man of noderate wealth and power
in the city, but of a nost noble stock, being descended from Codrus;
his nother, as Heraclides Ponticus affirnms, was cousin to
Pisistratus's mother, and the two at first were great friends,
partly because they were akin, and partly because of Pisistratus's
nobl e qualities and beauty. And they say Solon | oved him and that
is the reason, | suppose, that when afterwards they differed about the
governnent, their ennmity never produced any hot and viol ent passion
they remenbered their old kindnesses, and retained-

"Still inits enbers living the strong fire"

of their love and dear affection. For that Sol on was not proof against
beauty, nor of courage to stand up to passion and neet it-

"Hand to hand as in the ring,"

we may conjecture by his poenms, and one of his laws, in which there
are practices forbidden to slaves, which he woul d appear, therefore,
to recommend to freemen. Pisistratus, it is stated, was sinlarly
attached to one Charmnus; he it was who dedicated the future of Love in
t he Acadeny, where the runners in the sacred torch race light their
torches. Solon, as Herm ppus wites, when his father had ruined his
estate in doing benefits and ki ndnesses to other nmen, though he had
friends enough that were willing to contribute to his relief, yet
was ashaned to be beholden to others, since he was descended froma
fam |y who were accustoned to do ki ndnesses rather than receive
them and therefore applied hinself to merchandise in his youth;

t hough others assure us that he travelled rather to get |earning and
experience than to nake nmoney. It is certain that he was a | over of
know edge, for when he was old he woul d say, that he-

"Each day grew ol der, and |l earnt sonething new "
and yet no admirer of riches, esteening as equally wealthy the man-
"Who hath both gold and silver in his hand,
Horses and mul es, and acres of wheat-I and,
And hi mwhose all is decent food to eat,
C othes to his back and shoes upon his feet,
And a young wife and child, since so 'twll be,
And no nore years than will with that agree;"

and in another place-

"Wealth | would have, but wealth by wong procure
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I would not; justice, e en if slow, is sure."

And it is perfectly possible for a good man and a statesman, wi thout
being solicitous for superfluities, to show some concern for conpetent
necessaries. In his time, as Hesiod says,- "Wrk was a shanme to none,"
nor was distinction nade with respect to trade, but nerchandi se was

a nobl e calling, which brought home the good things which the

bar bar ous nati ons enjoyed, was the occasion of friendship with their
ki ngs, and a great source of experience. Sone nmerchants have built
great cities, as Protis, the founder of Massilia, to whomthe Gaul s,
near the Rhone, were much attached. Sone report also, that Thal es

and Hi ppocrates the mathematician traded; and that Plato defrayed

the charges of his travels by selling oil in Egypt. Solon's softness
and profuseness, his popular rather than phil osophical tone about

pl easure in his poens, have been ascribed to his trading life; for
havi ng suffered a thousand dangers, it was natural they should be
reconpensed with sonme gratifications and enjoynents; but that he
accounted hinmself rather poor than rich is evident fromthe |ines-

"Sonme wicked nmen are rich, sonme good are poor
We will not change our virtue for their store:
Virtue's a thing that none can take away;

But noney changes owners all the day."

At first he used his poetry only in trifles, not for any serious
pur pose, but sinply to pass away his idle hours; but afterwards he
i ntroduced noral sentences and state matters, which he did, not to
record themnerely as an historian, but to justify his own actions,
and sonetinmes to correct, chastise, and stir up the Athenians to noble
performances. Some report that he designed to put his laws into heroic
verse, and that they began thus:-

"We hunbly beg a bl essing on our |aws
From m ghty jove, and honour, and appl ause."

I n phil osophy, as nost of the wise men then, he chiefly esteened the
political part of norals; in physics, he was very plain and
antiquated, as appears by this:-

"It is the clouds that make the snow and hail
And thunder cones fromlightning without fail;
The sea is stornmy when the w nds have bl own,
But it deals fairly when "tis left alone."

And, indeed, it is probable that at that time Thal es al one had

rai sed phil osophy above nere practice into specul ation; and the rest
of the wise men were so called fromprudence in political concerns. It
is said, that they had an interview at Del phi, and another at Corinth,
by the procurenment of Periander, who nmade a neeting for them and a
supper. But their reputation was chiefly raised by sending the

tripod to themall, by their nodest refusal, and conpl ai sant

yielding to one another. For, as the story goes, some of the Coans
fishing with a net, sone strangers, M/ esians, bought the draught at a
venture; the net brought up a golden tripod, which, they say, Helen

at her return from Troy, upon the renmenbrance of an old prophecy,
threwin there. Now, the strangers at first contesting with the
fishers about the tripod, and the cities espousing the quarrel so

far as to engage thenselves in a war, Apollo decided the controversy
by conmanding to present it to the wisest man; and first it was sent
to Mletus to Thales, the Coans freely presenting himwith that for



whi ch they fought against the whole body of the M esians; but

Thal es declaring Bias the wi ser person, it was sent to him fromhim
to another; and so, going round themall, it came to Thales a second
time; and, at last, being carried fromMIletus to Thebes, was there
dedi cated to Apollo Isnenius. Theophrastus wites that it was first
presented to Bias at Priene; and next to Thales at MIletus, and so
through all it returned to Bias, and was afterwards sent to Del phi
This is the general report, only sone, instead of a tripod, say this
present was a cup sent by Croesus; others, a piece of plate that one
Bat hycl es had left. It is stated, that Anacharsis and Sol on, and Sol on
and Thales, were famliarly acquai nted and some have delivered parts
of their discourse; for, they say, Anacharsis, coning to Athens,
knocked at Solon's door, and told him that he, being a stranger

was come to be his guest, and contract a friendship with him and
Solon replying, "It is better to make friends at hone," Anacharsis
replied, "Then you that are at home nmake friendship with me." Sol on
sonmewhat surprised at the readiness of the repartee, received him
kindly, and kept himsone tine with him being already engaged in
public business and the conpilation of his |aws; which, when
Anachar si s understood, he | aughed at him for imagining the

di shonesty and covetousness of his countrymen could be restrained by
witten | aws, which were like spiders' webs, and would catch, it is
true, the weak and poor, but easily be broken by the nighty and

rich. To this Solon rejoined that nmen keep their pronises when neither
side can get anything by the breaking of them and he would so fit his
laws to the citizens, that all should understand it was nore

eligible to be just than to break the aws. But the event rather
agreed with the conjecture of Anacharsis than Sol on's hope.
Anacharsi s, being once at the Assenbly, expressed his wonder at the
fact that in Greece wi se nmen spoke and fool s deci ded.

Sol on went, they say, to Thales, at MIletus, and wondered that
Thal es took no care to get hima wife and children. To this, Thales
made no answer for the present; but a few days after procured a
stranger to pretend that he had left Athens ten days ago; and Sol on
i nqui ri ng what news there, the nman, according to his instructions,
replied, "None but a young nman's funeral, which the whole city
attended; for he was the son, they said, of an honourable man, the
nost virtuous of the citizens, who was not then at hone, but had
been travelling a long tinme." Solon replied, "Wat a miserable nan
is he! But what was his nane?" "I have heard it," says the man, "but
have now forgotten it, only there was a great talk of his w sdom and
his justice." Thus Sol on was drawn on by every answer, and his fears
hei ghtened, till at |last, being extremely concerned, he nentioned
his own nane, and asked the stranger if that young man was call ed
Solon's son; and the stranger assenting, he began to beat his head,
and to do and say all that is usual with men in transports of grief.
But Thal es took his hand, and, with a snmile, said, "These things,

Sol on, keep me frommarriage and rearing children, which are too great
for even your constancy to support; however, be not concerned at the
report, for it is a fiction." This Herm ppus rel ates, from Pataecus,
who boasted that he had Aesop's soul

However, it is irrational and poor-spirited not to seek conveni ences
for fear of losing them for upon the same account we should not all ow
ourselves to |like wealth, glory, or wisdom since we may fear to be
deprived of all these; nay, even virtue itself, than which there is no
greater nor nore desirable possession, is often suspended by
si ckness or drugs. Now Thal es, though unmarried, could not be free
fromsolicitude unless he likewise felt no care for his friends, his
ki nsman, or his country; yet we are told be adopted Cybisthus, his
sister's son. For the soul, having a principle of kindness in



itself, and being born to love, as well as perceive, think, or
renmenber, inclines and fixes upon sone stranger, when a man has none
of his own to enbrace. And alien or illegitimate objects insinuate
themsel ves into his affections, as into sone estate that |acks

lawful heirs; and with affection come anxi ety and care; insonuch

that you may see nmen that use the strongest |anguage agai nst the
marriage-bed and the fruit of it, when some servant's or concubine's
child is sick or dies, alnost killed with grief, and abjectly

| amenting. Some have given way to shameful and desperate sorrow at the
| oss of a dog or horse; others have borne the death of virtuous
children wi thout any extravagant or unbecomning grief, have passed

the rest of their lives |like nen, and according to the principles of
reason. It is not affection, it is weakness that brings men, unarned
agai nst fortune by reason, into these endless pains and terrors; and
they i ndeed have not even the present enjoynent of what they dote
upon, the possibility of the future | oss causing them continual pangs,
trenors, and distresses. W nust not provide against the |oss of

weal th by poverty, or of friends by refusing all acquaintance, or of
children by having none, but by norality and reason. But of this too
nmuch.

Now, when the Athenians were tired with a tedious and difficult
war that they conducted agai nst the Megarians for the island Sal am s
and made a law that it should be death for any man, by witing or
speaking, to assert that the city ought to endeavour to recover it,
Sol on, vexed at the disgrace, and perceiving thousands of the youth
wi shed for sonebody to begin, but did not dare to stir first for
fear of the law, counterfeited a distraction, and by his own fanily it
was spread about the city that he was mad. He then secretly conposed
sone el egi ac verses, and getting themby heart, that it mght seem
extenpore, ran out into the nmarket-place with a cap upon his head,
and, the people gathering about him got upon the herald s stand,
and sang that el egy which begins thus-

"I ama herald cone from Salami s the fair,
My news fromthence ny verses shall declare.”

The poemis called Salanmis; it contains an hundred verses very
el egantly witten; when it had been sung, his friends comended it,
and especially Pisistratus exhorted the citizens to obey his
directions; insomuch that they recalled the law, and renewed the war
under Sol on's conduct. The popular tale is, that with Pisistratus he
sailed to Colias, and, finding the wonmen, according to the custom of
the country there, sacrificing to Ceres, he sent a trusty friend to
Sal anis, who should pretend hinself a renegade, and advise them if
they desired to seize the chief Athenian wonen, to cone with him at
once to Colias; the Megarians presently sent off men in the vesse
with him and Solon, seeing it put off fromthe island, comrmanded
the wonen to be gone, and sone beardl ess youths, dressed in their
clothes, their shoes and caps, and privately armed with daggers, to
dance and play near the shore till the enenies had | anded and the
vessel was in their power. Things being thus ordered, the Megarians
were lured with the appearance, and, coning to the shore, junped
out, eager who should first seize a prize, so that not one of them
escaped; and the Athenians set sail for the island and took it.

O hers say that it was not taken this way, but that he first
received this oracle from Del phi: -

"Those heroes that in fair Asopia rest,
Al buried with their faces to the west,
Go and appease with offerings of the best;



and that Solon, sailing by night to the island, sacrificed to the

her oes Peri phermus and Cychreus, and then taking five hundred

At heni an volunteers (a | aw having passed that those that took the

i sl and shoul d be highest in the governnent), with a nunber of
fisher-boats and one thirty-oared ship, anchored in a bay of Salams
that | ooks towards Nisaea; and the Megarians that were then in the

i sland, hearing only an uncertain report, hurried to their arnms, and
sent a ship to reconnoiter the enenmies. This ship Solon took, and,
securing the Megarians, manned it with Athenians, and gave them orders
to sail to the island with as nuch privacy as possible; neantine he,
with the other soldiers, marched agai nst the Megarians by | and, and
whil st they were fighting, those fromthe ship took the city. And this
narrative is confirmed by the following solemity, that was afterwards
observed: An Athenian ship used to sail silently at first to the

i sland, then, with noise and a great shout, one |leapt out arned, and
with a loud cry ran to the pronontory Sciradiumto neet those that
approached upon the land. And just by there stands a tenple which

Sol on dedicated to Mars. For he beat the Megarians, and as nmany as
were not killed in the battle he sent away upon conditions.

The Megari ans, however, still contending, and both sides having
recei ved consi derabl e | osses, they chose the Spartans for arbitrators.
Now, many affirmthat Honer's authority did Sol on a considerable
ki ndness, and that, introducing a line into the Catal ogue of Ships,
when the matter was to be determined, he read the passage as follows: -

"Twel ve ships from Sal anm s stout Ajax brought,
And ranked his nmen where the Athenians fought."

The At heni ans, however, call this but an idle story, and report that
Solon made it appear to the judges, that Philaeus and Eurysaces, the
sons of Ajax, being nade citizens of Athens, gave themthe island, and
that one of themdwelt at Brauron in Attica, the other at Mlite;

and they have a township of Philaidae, to which Pisistratus

bel onged, deriving its nane fromthis Philaeus. Solon took a farther
argument agai nst the Megarians fromthe dead bodi es, which, he said,
were not buried after their fashion, but according to the Athenian

for the Megarians turn the corpse to the east, the Athenians to the
west. But Hereas the Megarian denies this, and affirns that they
likewise turn the body to the west, and also that the Athenians have a
separate tonmb for everybody, but the Megarians put two or three into
one. However, some of Apollo's oracles, where he calls Salanis |onian
made nuch for Solon. This natter was deternined by five Spartans,
Critol ai das, Anonpharetus, Hypsechi das, Anaxilas, and Cl eonenes.

For this, Solon grew famed and powerful; but his advice in favour of
defending the oracle at Delphi, to give aid, and not to suffer the
Crrhaeans to profane it, but to maintain the honour of the god, got
hi m nost repute anong the G eeks; for upon his persuasion the
Anphi ctyons undert ook the war, as anongst others, Aristotle affirns,
in his enuneration of the victors at the Pythian games, where he nakes
Sol on the author of this counsel. Sol on, however, was not general in
that expedition, as Herm ppus states, out of Evanthes the Sam an
for Aeschines the orator says no such thing, and, in the Del phian
regi ster, Alcnmaeon, not Solon, is naned as commander of the Athenians.

Now t he Cyl onian pollution had a | ong while disturbed the
commonweal th, ever since the tinme when Megacl es the archon persuaded
the conspirators with Cylon that took sanctuary in Mnerva's tenple to
come down and stand to a fair trial. And they, tying a thread to the
i mge, and hol ding one end of it, went down to the tribunal; but
when they cane to the tenple of the Furies, the thread broke of its



own accord, upon which, as if the goddess had refused them protection
they were seized by Megacles and the other nagistrates as nmany as were
wi thout the tenples were stoned, these that fled for sanctuary were
butchered at the altar, and only those escaped who made supplication
to the wives of the magistrates. But they fromthat tinme were
consi dered under pollution, and regarded with hatred. The renai nder of
the faction of Cylon grew strong again, and had continual quarrels
with the fanmily of Megacles; and now the quarrel being at its
hei ght, and the peopl e divided, Solon, being in reputation, interposed
with the chiefest of the Athenians, and by entreaty and adnonition
persuaded the polluted to submt to a trial and the decision of
three hundred noble citizens. And Myron of Phlya being their
accuser, they were found guilty, and as many as were then alive were
bani shed, and the bodies of the dead were dug up, and scattered beyond
the confines of the country. In the nmidst of these distractions, the
Megarians falling upon them they [ost Ni saea and Sal ami s agai n;
besi des, the city was disturbed with superstitious fears and strange
appearances, and the priests declared that the sacrifices intinated
sonme villainies and pollutions that were to be expiated. Upon this,
they sent for Epinenides the Phaestian from Crete, who is counted
the seventh wi se man by those that will not admit Periander into the
nunber. He seens to have been thought a favourite of heaven, possessed
of know edge in all the supernatural and ritual parts of religion
and, therefore, the nen of his age called hima new Curies, and son of
a nynmph naned Balte. \When he came to Athens, and grew acquai nted
wi th Sol on, he served himin nmany instances, and prepared the way
for his legislation. He made them noderate in their fornms of
wor shi p, and abated their nourning by ordering sone sacrifices
presently after the funeral, and taking off those severe and barbarous
cerenoni es which the wonen usually practised; but the greatest benefit
was his purifying and sanctifying the city, by certain propitiatory
and expiatory lustrations, and foundations of sacred buil dings, by
t hat neans making them nore submissive to justice, and nore inclined
to harnony. It is reported that, |ooking upon Munychia, and
considering a long while. he said to those that stood by, "How blind
is man in future things! for did the Athenians foresee what nischief
this would do their city, they would even eat it with their own
teeth to be rid of it." Asinmilar anticipation is ascribed to
Thal es; they say he conmanded his friends to bury himin an obscure
and contemed quarter of the territory of Mleteus, saying that it
shoul d sone day be the market-place of the MIesians. Epinenides,
bei ng much honoured, and receiving fromthe city rich offers of
large gifts and privileges, requested but one branch of the sacred
olive, and, on that being granted, returned.

The At henians, now the Cylonian sedition was over and the polluted

gone into banishment fell into their old quarrels about the
governnent, there being as many different parties as there were
diversities in the country. The Hill quarter favoured denocracy, the

Plain, oligarchy, and those that lived by the Seaside stood for a

m xed sort of governnent, and so hindered either of the other

parties fromprevailing. And the disparity of fortune between the rich
and the poor, at that time, also reached its height; so that the

city seenmed to be in a truly dangerous condition, and no ot her means
for freeing it fromdi sturbances and settling it to be possible but

a despotic power. Al the people were indebted to the rich; and either
they tilled their land for their creditors, paying thema sixth part
of the increase, and were, therefore, called Hectenorii and Thetes, or
el se they engaged their body for the debt, and might be seized, and
either sent into slavery at hone, or sold to strangers; sone (for no

| aw forbade it) were forced to sell their children, or fly their



country to avoid the cruelty of their creditors; but the nost part and
the bravest of them began to conbi ne together and encourage one
another to stand to it, to choose a |leader, to liberate the

condemed debtors, divide the |and, and change the governnent.

Then the wisest of the Athenians, perceiving Solon was of all nen
the only one not inplicated in the troubles, that he had not joined in
the exactions of the rich and was not involved in the necessities of
the poor, pressed himto succour the comonweal th and conpose the
di f ferences. Though Phani as the Lesbian affirnms, that Solon, to save
his country' put a trick upon both parties, and privately promised the
poor a division of the lands, and the rich security for their debts.
Sol on, however, hinself says, that it was reluctantly at first that he
engaged in state affairs, being afraid of the pride of one party and
t he greediness of the other; he was chosen archon, however, after
Phi | onbrotus, and enpowered to be an arbitrator and | awgiver; the rich
consenti ng because he was weal thy, the poor because he was honest.
There was a saying of his current before the el ection, that when
things are even there never can be war, and this pleased both parties,
the weal thy and the poor; the one conceiving himto nean, when al
have their fair proportion; the others, when all are absolutely equal
Thus, there being great hopes on both sides, the chief nmen pressed
Sol on to take the government into his own hands, and, when he was once
settl ed, nanage the business freely and according to his pleasure; and
many of the comons, perceiving it would be a difficult change to be
effected by [ aw and reason, were willing to have one wi se and just nan
set over the affairs; and sone say that Solon had this oracle from

Apol | o-

"Take the nmid-seat, and be the vessel's guide;
Many in Athens are upon your side."

But chiefly his famliar friends chid himfor disaffecting nonarchy
only because of the nane, as if the virtue of the ruler could not nake
it alawful form Euboea had made this experinment when it chose
Tynnondas, and Mtyl ene, which had nmade Pittacus its prince; yet

this could not shake Solon's resolution; but, as they say, he

replied to his friends, that it was true a tyranny was a very fair
spot, but it had no way down fromit; and in a copy of verses to
Phocus he wites"-

that | spared ny |and,
And withheld from usurpation and from viol ence ny hand,
And forbore to fix a stain and a di sgrace on ny good nane,
| regret not; | believe that it will be ny chiefest fane."

Fromwhich it is manifest that he was a man of great reputation before
he gave his laws. The several nocks that were put upon himfor
refusing the power, he records in these words: -

"Solon surely was a dreanmer, and a nan of sinple nind

When the gods woul d give himfortune, he of his own will
decl i ned;

Wien the net was full of fishes, over-heavy thinking it,

He declined to haul it up, through want of heart and want of wit.

Had but | that chance of riches and of kingship, for one day,

I would give ny skin for flaying, and nmy house to die away."

Thus he nmakes the many and the | ow peopl e speak of him Yet,
t hough he refused the governnment, he was not too nmild in the affair;
he did not show hinmself nmean and subnissive to the powerful, nor



make his laws to pleasure those that chose him For where it was
wel | before, he applied no renedy, nor altered anything, for fear
| est -

"Overthrow ng altogether and disordering the state,”

he should be too weak to new nodel and reconpose it to a tolerable
condition; but what he thought he could effect by persuasion upon
the pliable, and by force upon the stubborn, this he did, as he

hi nsel f says-

"Wth force and justice working both in one."

And, therefore, when he was afterwards asked if he had left the

At heni ans the best |aws that could be given, he replied, "The best
they could receive." The way which, the nbderns say, the Athenians
have of softening the badness of a thing, by ingeniously giving it
sonme pretty and innocent appellation, calling harlots, for exanple,

m stresses, tributes custons, a garrison a guard, and the jail the
chamber, seemoriginally to have been Solon's contrivance, who

call ed cancelling debts Seisacthea, a relief, or disencunbrance. For
the first thing which he settled was, that what debts renai ned

shoul d be forgiven, and no man, for the future, should engage the body
of his debtor for security. Though some, as Androtion, affirmthat the
debts were not cancelled, but the interest only | essened, which
sufficiently pleased the people; so that they nanmed this benefit the
Sei sacthea, together with the enlarging their neasures and raising the
val ue of their noney; for he made a pound, which before passed for
seventy-three drachmas, go for a hundred; so that, though the nunber
of pieces in the paynent was equal, the value was |ess; which proved a
consi derabl e benefit to those that were to discharge great debts,

and no loss to the creditors. But nobst agree that it was the taking
of f the debts that was called Seisacthea, which is confirmed by sone
pl aces in his poem where he takes honour to hinself, that-

"The nortgage-stones that covered her, by ne
Removed, - the land that was a slave is free:

that some who had been seized for their debts he had brought back from
ot her countries, where-

"-so far their lot to roam
They had forgot the |anguage of their hone;

and sone he had set at liberty-
"Who here in shanmeful servitude were held."

Whil e he was designing this, a nost vexatious thing happened; for
when he had resolved to take off the debts, and was considering the
proper formand fit beginning for it, he told some of his friends,
Conon, Clinias, and Hi pponicus, in whomhe had a great deal of
confidence, that he would not neddle with the lands, but only free the
people fromtheir debts; upon which they, using their advantage,
made haste and borrowed sone consi derabl e suns of noney, and purchased
sone large farns; and when the | aw was enacted, they kept the
possessi ons, and would not return the noney; which brought Sol on
into great suspicion and dislike, as if he hinmself had not been
abused, but was concerned in the contrivance. But he presently stopped
this suspicion, by releasing his debtors of five talents (for he had



I ent so much), according to the law, others, as Polyzelus the Rhodi an
say fifteen; his friends, however, were ever afterward called
Chr eocopi dae, repudi ators.

In this he pleased neither party, for the rich were angry for
their noney, and the poor that the |land was not divided, and, as
Lycurgus ordered in his comonweal th, all nmen reduced to equality. He
it is true, being the eleventh from Hercul es, and havi ng reigned
many years in Lacedaenon, had got a great reputation and friends and
power, which he could use in nodelling his state; and applying force
nore than persuasion, insonuch that he lost his eye in the scuffle,
was able to enploy the nost effectual nmeans for the safety and harnony
of a state, by not permitting any to be poor or rich in his
commonweal th. Solon could not rise to that in his polity, being but
a citizen of the niddle classes; yet he acted fully up to the height
of his power, having nothing but the good-will and good opinion of his
citizens to rely on; and that he of fended the nost part, who | ooked
for another result, he declares in the words-

"Fornerly they boasted of nme vainly; with averted eyes
Now t hey | ook askance upon ne; friends no nore, but enenies.”

And yet had any other man, he says, received the sane power-

"He woul d not have forborne, nor |et alone,
But made the fattest of the mlk his own."

Soon, however, becom ng sensible of the good that was done, they

laid by their grudges, nade a public sacrifice, calling it Seisacthea,
and chose Solon to new nodel and make |aws for the comonweal t h,
giving himthe entire power over everything, their magistracies, their
assenblies, courts, and councils; that he should appoint the nunber
times of neeting, and what estate they nust have that could be capable
of these, and dissolve or continue any of the present constitutions,
according to his pleasure.

First, then, he repealed all Draco's | aws, except those concerning
hom ci de, because they were too severe, and the puni shnent too
great; for death was appointed for alnost all offences, insomuch
that those that were convicted of idleness were to die, and those that
stole a cabbage or an apple to suffer even as villains that
comrmitted sacrilege or murder. So that Demades, in after tinme, was
t hought to have said very happily, that Draco's laws were witten
not with ink but blood; and he hinself, being once asked why be nade
death the puni shnment of nost offences, replied, "Small ones deserve
that, and | have no higher for the greater crinmes."

Next, Solon, being willing to continue the magistracies in the hands
of the rich nen, and yet receive the people into the other part of the
governnent, took an account of the citizens' estates, and those that
were worth five hundred neasures of fruit, dry and liquid, he placed
in the first rank, calling them Pentacosionmedi mi; those that could
keep an horse, or were worth three hundred neasures, were naned
Hi ppada Teluntes, and made the second class; the Zeugitae, that had
two hundred neasures, were in the third; and all the others were
call ed Thetes, who were not adnmitted to any office, but could cone
to the assenbly, and act as jurors; which at first seenmed nothi ng, but
afterwards was found an enornous privilege, as al nbost every matter
of dispute canme before themin this latter capacity. Even in the cases
whi ch he assigned to the archon's cogni sance, he allowed an appea
to the courts. Besides, it is said that he was obscure and anbi guous
in the wording of his laws, on purpose to increase the honour of his
courts; for since their differences could not be adjusted by the



letter, they would have to bring all their causes to the judges, who
thus were in a manner nmasters of the laws. O this equalisation he
hi nsel f makes mention in this manner: -

"Such power | gave the people as night do,

Abri dged not what they had, now | avi shed new,
Those that were great in wealth and high in place
My counsel |ikew se kept fromall disgrace.
Before them both | held ny shield of night,

And let not either touch the other's right."

And for the greater security of the weak conmons, he gave genera
liberty of indicting for an act of injury; if any one was beaten

mai ned, or suffered any violence, any man that would and was able

nm ght prosecute the wong-doer; intending by this to accustomthe
citizens, like nmenbers of the same body, to resent and be sensible
of one another's injuries. And there is a saying of his agreeable to
his law, for, being asked what city was best nodelled, "That," said
he, "where those that are not injured try and punish the unjust as
much as those that are."

When he had constituted the Areopagus of those who had been yearly
archons, of which he hinself was a nenber therefore, observing that
the people, now free fromtheir debts, were unsettled and inperious,
he formed another council of four hundred, a hundred out of each of
the four tribes, which was to inspect all matters before they were
propounded to the people, and to take care that nothing but what had
been first exami ned should be brought before the general assenbly. The
upper council, or Areopagus, he nmade inspectors and keepers of the
| aws, conceiving that the conmonweal th, held by these two councils,
i ke anchors, would be less liable to be tossed by tumults, and the
peopl e be nore quiet. Such is the general statenent, that Sol on
instituted the Areopagus; which seenms to be confirnmed, because Draco
makes no mention of the Areopagites, but in all causes of blood refers
to the Ephetae; yet Solon's thirteenth table contains the eighth | aw
set down in these very words: "Woever before Solon's archonship
were disfranchised, let them be restored, except those that, being
condemmed by the Areopagus, Ephetae, or in the Prytaneum by the ki ngs,
for honicide, nurder, or designs against the government, were in
bani shment when this | aw was made; and these words seemto show that
t he Areopagus exi sted before Solon's | aws, for who could be
condemmed by that council before his tinme, if he was the first that
instituted the court? unless, which is probable, there is sone
ellipsis, or want of precision in the |anguage, and it should run

thus: - "Those that are convicted of such of fences as belong to the
cogni sance of the Areopagites, Ephetae, or the Prytanes, when this | aw
was rmade," shall remain still in disgrace, whilst others are restored;

of this the reader nust judge.

Anongst his other laws, one is very peculiar and surprising, which
di sfranchi ses all who stand neuter in a sedition; for it seenms he
woul d not have any one remain insensible and regardl ess of the
public good, and securing his private affairs, glory that he has no
feeling of the distenpers of his country; but at once join with the
good party and those that have the right upon their side, assist and
venture with them rather than keep out of harm s way and watch who
woul d get the better. It seens an absurd and foolish | aw which pernits
an heiress, if her lawful husband fail her, to take his nearest
ki nsman; yet sone say this |law was well contrived agai nst those who,
consci ous of their own unfitness, yet, for the sake of the portion
woul d match with heiresses, and nake use of law to put a viol ence upon
nature; for now, since she can quit himfor whom she pl eases, they



woul d either abstain fromsuch nmarriages, or continue themwth
di sgrace, and suffer for their covetousness and designed affront; it
is well done, noreover, to confine her to her husband' s nearest
ki nsman, that the children may be of the same fanmily. Agreeable to
this is the law that the bride and bridegroom shall be shut into a
chanmber, and eat a quince together; and that the husband of an heiress
shall consort with her thrice a nmonth; for though there be no
children, yet it is an honour and due affection which an husband ought
to pay to a virtuous, chaste wife; it takes off all petty differences,
and will not permit their little quarrels to proceed to a rupture.

In all other marriages he forbade dowies to be given; the wife
was to have three suits of clothes, a little inconsiderable
househol d stuff, and that was all; for he would not have narriages
contracted for gain or an estate, but for pure love, kind affection
and birth of children. Wen the nother of Dionysius desired himto
marry her to one of his citizens, "Indeed," said he, "by ny tyranny
| have broken my country's | aws, but cannot put a viol ence upon
those of nature by an unseasonable narriage." Such disorder is never
to be suffered in a conmonweal th, nor such unseasonabl e and unl ovi ng
and unperform ng marriages, which attain no due end or fruit; any
provi dent governor or |awgiver night say to an old man that takes a
young wife what is said to Philoctetes in the tragedy-

"Truly, in a fit state thou to marry!

and if he find a young man, with a rich and elderly wife, grow ng
fat in his place, like the partridges, renove himto a young wonan
of proper age. And of this enough

Anot her conmendabl e | aw of Solon's is that which forbids nen to
speak evil of the dead; for it is pious to think the deceased
sacred, and just, not to neddle with those that are gone, and politic,
to prevent the perpetuity of discord. He |likew se forbade themto
speak evil of the living in the tenples, the courts of justice, the
public offices, or at the ganes, or else to pay three drachmas to
the person, and two to the public. For never to be able to contro
passi on shows a weak nature and ill-breeding; and al ways to noderate
it is very hard, and to sone inpossible. And |l aws nust | ook to
possibilities, if the maker designs to punish fewin order to their
amendnent, and not nmany to no purpose.

He is |ikewi se much coormended for his law concerning wills; before
hi m none could be made, but all the wealth and estate of the
deceased belonged to his fanmily; but he by pernmitting them if they
had no children to bestow it on whomthey pleased, showed that he
esteenmed friendship a stronger tie than kindred, affection than
necessity; and nade every man's estate truly his own. Yet he all owed
not all sorts of |egacies, but those only which were not extorted by
the frenzy of a disease, charns, inprisonnent, force, or the
persuasions of a wife; with good reason thinking that being seduced
into wong was as bad as being forced, and that between deceit and
necessity, flattery and conpul sion, there was little difference, since
both may equally suspend the exercise of reason

He regul ated the wal ks, feasts, and nourni ng of the wonmen and took
away everything that was either unbeconi ng or imodest; when they
wal ked abroad, no nore than three articles of dress were allowed them
an obol's worth of nmeat and drink; and no basket above a cubit high
and at night they were not to go about unless in a chariot with a
torch before them Mourners tearing thenmselves to raise pity, and
set wailings, and at one nan's funeral to lament for another, he
forbade. To offer an ox at the grave was not pernitted, nor to bury
above three pieces of dress with the body, or visit the tonbs of any



besides their own fanmly, unless at the very funeral; nost of which
are |ikew se forbidden by our laws, but this is further added in ours,
that those that are convicted of extravagance in their nournings are
to be punished as soft and effem nate by the censors of wonen.

ohserving the city to be filled with persons that flocked from al
parts into Attica for security of living, and that nost of the country
was barren and unfruitful, and that traders at sea inport nothing to
those that could give themnothing in exchange, he turned his citizens
to trade, and nade a | aw that no son be obliged to relieve a father
who had not bred himup to any calling. It is true, Lycurgus, having a
city free fromall strangers, and |and, according to Euri pides-

"Large for large hosts, for tw ce their nunber nuch,”

and, above all, an abundance of |abourers about Sparta, who should not
be left idle, but be kept down with continual toil and work, did
well to take off his citizens fromlaborious and nechanica
occupations, and keep themto their arns, and teach themonly the
art of war. But Solon, fitting his laws to the state of things, and
not making things to suit his laws, and finding the ground scarce rich
enough to naintain the husbandnen, and al together incapable of feeding
an unoccupi ed and | eisured nultitude, brought trades into credit,
and ordered the Areopagites to exani ne how every man got his |iving,
and chastise the idle. But that |law was yet nore rigid which, as
Heracl i des Ponticus delivers, declared the sons of unnmarried nothers
not obliged to relieve their fathers; for he that avoids the
honour abl e form of uni on shows that he does not take a worman for
children, but for pleasure, and thus gets his just reward, and has
taken away from hinmself every title to upbraid his children, to whom
he has nade their very birth a scandal and reproach

Solon's laws in general about wonmen are his strangest; for he
permitted any one to kill an adulterer that found himin the act-
but if any one forced a free wonan, a hundred drachmas was the fine;
if he enticed her, twenty; except those that sell thenselves openly,
that is, harlots, who go openly to those that hire them He made it
unl awful to sell a daughter or a sister, unless, being yet
unmarried, she was found wanton. Now it is irrational to punish the
sanme crime sometines very severely and w t hout renorse, and
sonetinmes very lightly, and as it were in sport, with a trivial
fine; unless there being little noney then in Athens, scarcity nade
those nulcts the nore grievous punishnent. In the valuation for
sacrifices, a sheep and a bushel were both estimated at a drachma; the
victor in the Isthnian ganes was to have for reward an hundred
drachmas; the conqueror in the Aynpian, five hundred; he that brought
a wolf, five drachmas; for a whelp, one; the forner sum as
Denmetrius the Phal erian asserts, was the value of an ox, the latter
of a sheep. The prices which Solon, in his sixteenth table, sets on
choice victinms, were naturally far greater; yet they, too, are very
I ow in conparison of the present. The At henians were, fromthe
begi nni ng, great enenmies to wolves, their fields being better for
pasture than corn. Sonme affirmtheir tribes did not take their nanes
fromthe sons of lon, but fromthe different sorts of occupation
that they followed; the soldiers were called Hoplitae, the craftsmen
Er gades, and, of the remaining two, the farmers Gedeontes, and the
shepherds and graziers Aegicores.

Since the country has but few rivers, |akes, or large springs, and
many used wells which they had dug, there was a | aw nade, that,
where there was a public well within a hippicon, that is, four
furlongs, all should draw at that; but when it was farther off, they
should try and procure a well of their own; and if they had dug ten



fathoms deep and could find no water, they had liberty to fetch a
pitcherful of four gallons and a half in a day fromtheir neighbours'
for he thought it prudent to nake provision against want, but not to
supply | aziness. He showed skill in his orders about planting, for any
one that would plant another tree was not to set it within five feet
of his neighbour's field; but if a fig or an olive not w thin nine;
for their roots spread farther, nor can they be planted near all sorts
of trees without damage, for they draw away the nourishment, and in
sone cases are noxious by their effluvia. He that would dig a pit or a
ditch was to dig it at the distance of its own depth fromhis
nei ghbour's ground; and he that would rai se stocks of bees was not
to place themw thin three hundred feet of those which another had
al ready rai sed.

He permitted only oil to be exported, and those that exported any
other fruit, the archon was solemly to curse, or else pay an
hundred drachnas hinself; and this law was witten in his first table,
and, therefore, let none think it incredible, as sonme affirm that the
exportation of figs was once unlawful, and the informer against the
delinquents called a sycophant. He nade a |law, al so, concerning
hurts and injuries frombeasts, in which he commands the master of any
dog that bit a man to deliver himup with a | og about his neck, four
and a half feet long; a happy device for nmen's security. The | aw
concerning naturalizing strangers is of doubtful character; he
permitted only those to be nade free of Athens who were in perpetua
exile fromtheir own country, or came with their whole family to trade
there; this he did, not to discourage strangers, but rather to
invite themto a permanent participation in the privileges of the
governnent; and, besides, he thought those would prove the nore
faithful citizens who had been forced fromtheir own country, or
voluntarily forsook it. The law of public entertai nment (parasiteinis
his name for it) is also peculiarly Solon's; for if any man cane
often, or if he that was invited refused, they were punished, for he
concl uded that one was greedy, the other a contemer of the state.

Al'l his laws he established for an hundred years, and wote them
on wooden tables or rollers, naned axones, which might be turned round
in oblong cases; sone of their relics were in ny tine still to be seen
in the Prytaneum or conmon hall at Athens. These, as Aristotle
states, were called cyrbes, and there is a passage of Cratinus the
conedi an-

"By Solon, and by Draco, if you pl ease,
Wiose Cyrbes nake the fires that parch our peas."

But some say those are properly cyrbes, which contain | ans
concerning sacrifices and the rites of religion, and all the others
axones. The council all jointly swore to confirmthe | aws, and every
one of the Thesnothetae vowed for hinmself at the stone in the
mar ket - pl ace, that if he broke any of the statutes, he would
dedi cate a gol den statue, as big as hinself, at Del phi

observing the irregularity of the nonths, and that the nobon does not
always rise and set with the sun, but often in the sanme day
overtakes and gets before him he ordered the day shoul d be naned
the AOd and New, attributing that part of it which was before the
conjunction to the old noon, and the rest to the new, he being the
first, it seens, that understood that verse of Honer-

"The end and the begi nning of the nmonth,"

and the followi ng day he called the new noon. After the twentieth he
did not count by addition, but, like the nmoon itself in its wane, by



subtraction; thus up to the thirtieth.

Now when these | aws were enacted, and sone came to Sol on every
day, to comrend or dispraise them and to advise, if possible, to
| eave out or put in something, and many criticized and desired him
to explain, and tell the neaning of such and such a passage, he,
knowi ng that to do it was useless, and not to do it would get him
ill-will, and desirous to bring hinself out of all straits, and to
escape all displeasure and exceptions, it being a hard thing, as he
hi nsel f says-

"In great affairs to satisfy all sides,"

as an excuse for travelling, bought a trading vessel, and, having
| eave for ten years' absence, departed, hoping that by that tine his
| aws woul d have becone faniliar

His first voyage was for Egypt, and he lived, as he hinmself says-

"Near Nilus' nouth, by fair Canopus' shore,"

and spent sone tine in study with Psenophis of Heliopolis, and Sonchis
the Saite, the nost |learned of all the priests; fromwhom as Plato
says, getting know edge of the Atlantic story, he put it into a

poem and proposed to bring it to the know edge of the Geeks. From
thence he sailed to Cyprus, where he was nmade nmuch of by

Phi | ocyprus, one of the kings there, who had a small city built by
Denmophon, Theseus's son, near the river Carius, in a strong
situation, but inconmmodi ous and uneasy of access. Sol on persuaded him
since there lay a fair plain below, to renmove, and build there a

pl easanter and nore spacious city. And he stayed hinmsel f, and assisted
in gathering inhabitants, and in fitting it both for defence and
conveni ence of living; insonmuch that many fl ocked to Phil ocyprus,

and the other kings inmtated the design; and, therefore, to honour
Solon, he called the city Soli, which was formerly named Aepea. And
Solon hinself, in his Elegies, addressing Philocyprus, nmentions this
foundation in these words: -

"Long may you live, and fill the Solian throne,
Succeeded still by children of your own;

And from your happy island while | sail,

Let Cyprus send for ne a favouring gale;

May she advance, and bl ess your new comand,
Prosper your town, and send ne safe to land."

That Sol on shoul d discourse with Croesus, sone think not agreeable
wi th chronol ogy; but | cannot reject so fanmobus and well-attested a
narrative, and, what is nore, so agreeable to Solon's tenper, and so
wort hy his wi sdom and greatness of mind, because, forsooth, it does
not agree with some chronol ogi cal canons, which thousands have
endeavoured to regul ate, and yet, to this day, could never bring their
differing opinions to any agreenent. They say, therefore, that
Sol on, coming to Croesus at his request, was in the sane condition
as an inland man when first he goes to see the sea; for as he
fancies every river he neets with to be the ocean, so Sol on, as he
passed through the court, and saw a great many nobles richly
dressed, and proudly attended with a multitude of guards and footboys,
t hought every one had been the king, till he was brought to Croesus,
who was decked with every possible rarity and curiosity, in
ornanents of jewels, purple, and gold, that could nmake a grand and
gorgeous spectacle of him Now when Sol on came before him and
seermed not at all surprised, nor gave Croesus those conplinments he



expected, but showed hinmself to all discerning eyes to be a man that
despi sed the gaudi ness and petty ostentation of it, he commanded
themto open all his treasure houses, and carry himto see his
sunptuous furniture and luxuries, though he did not wish it; Solon
could judge of himwell enough by the first sight of him and, when he
returned fromviewing all, Croesus asked himif ever he had known a
happi er man than he. And when Sol on answered that he had known one
Tellus, a fellowcitizen of his own, and told himthat this Tellus had
been an honest nan, had had good children, a conpetent estate, and
died bravely in battle for his country, Croesus took himfor an
ill-bred fellow and a fool, for not neasuring happi ness by the
abundance of gold and silver, and preferring the life and death of a
private and nean man before so nuch power and enpire. He asked him
however, again, if, besides Tellus, he knew any other man nore
happy. And Sol on replying, Yes, Oeobis and Biton, who were | oving
brothers, and extrenely dutiful sons to their nother, and, when the
oxen del ayed her, harnessed thensel ves to the wagon, and drew her to
Juno's tenple, her neighbours all calling her happy, and she herself
rejoicing; then, after sacrificing and feasting, they went to rest,
and never rose again, but died in the nmidst of their honour a painless
and tranquil death. "Wsat," said Croesus, angrily, "and dost not
thou reckon us anobngst the happy nmen at all?" Solon, unwilling
either to flatter or exasperate himnore, replied, "The gods, O
ki ng, have given the G eeks all other gifts in noderate degree; and so
our wi sdom too, is a cheerful and a honely, not a noble and kingly
wi sdom and this, observing the nunerous msfortunes that attend al
conditions, forbids us to grow i nsol ent upon our present enjoynents,
or to adnmire any nan's happi ness that nay yet, in course of tine,
suf fer change. For the uncertain future has yet to come, with every
possi bl e variety of fortune; and himonly to whomthe divinity has
conti nued happi ness unto the end we call happy; to salute as happy one
that is still in the nmdst of Iife and hazard, we think as little safe
and conclusive as to crown and proclaimas victorious the westler
that is yet inthe ring." After this, he was disnissed, having given
Croesus some pain, but no instruction

Aesop, who wote the fables, being then at Sardis upon Croesus's
invitation, and very nmuch esteened, was concerned that Sol on was so
ill received, and gave himthis advice: "Solon, et your converse with
ki ngs be either short or seasonable." "Nay, rather," replied Solon
"either short or reasonable."” So at this tine Croesus despised
Sol on; but when he was overcone by Cyrus, had lost his city, was taken
alive, condemmed to be burnt, and |aid bound upon the pile before
all the Persians and Cyrus hinmself, he cried out as |loud as possibly
he could three times, "O Solon!" and Cyrus being surprised, and
sendi ng some to inquire what man or god this Sol on was, who al one he
invoked in this extremty, Croesus told himthe whole story, saying,
"He was one of the wise men of Greece, whom| sent for, not to be
instructed, or to learn anything that | wanted, but that he should see
and be a witness of ny happiness; the |oss of which was, it seens,
to be a greater evil than the enjoynent was a good; for when | had
them they were goods only in opinion, but nowthe | oss of them has
brought upon me intolerable and real evils. And he, conjecturing
fromwhat then was, this that nowis, bade Iook to the end of ny life,
and not rely and grow proud upon uncertainties." Wen this was told
Cyrus, who was a wi ser man than Croesus, and saw in the present
exanpl e Solon's maxi mconfirmed, he not only freed Croesus from
puni shment, but honoured himas long as he lived; and Sol on had the
glory, by the same saying, to save one king and instruct another

When Sol on was gone, the citizens began to quarrel; Lycurgus
headed the Pl ain; Megacles, the son of Al cnmaeon, those to the Seaside;



and Pisistratus the Hill-party, in which were the poorest people,

the Thetes, and greatest enemies to the rich; insomuch that, though
the city still used the new laws, yet all |ooked for and desired a
change of government, hoping severally that the change woul d be better
for them and put them above the contrary faction. Affairs standing
thus, Solon returned, and was reverenced by all, and honoured; but his
old age would not pernmit himto be as active, and to speak in

public, as formerly; yet, by privately conferring with the heads of
the factions, he endeavoured to conpose the differences, Pisistratus
appearing the nost tractable; for he was extrenely snooth and engagi ng
in his |anguage, a great friend to the poor, and noderate in his
resentnments; and what nature had not given him he had the skill to
imtate; so that he was trusted nore than the others, being

accounted a prudent and orderly man, one that |oved equality, and
woul d be an eneny to any that noved agai nst the present settlenent.
Thus he deceived the majority of people; but Sol on quickly

di scovered his character, and found out his design before any one

el se; yet did not hate himupon this, but endeavoured to hunble him
and bring himoff fromhis anbition, and often told himand others,
that if any one could bani sh the passion for pre-enminence fromhis

m nd, and cure himof his desire of absolute power, none woul d rmake

a nore virtuous man or a nore excellent citizen. Thespis, at this
time, beginning to act tragedies, and the thing, because it was new,
taking very much with the nultitude, though it was not yet nade a
matter of conpetition, Solon, being by nature fond of hearing and

| earni ng sonething new, and now, in his old age, living idly, and
enjoying hinmself, indeed, with nusic and with wine, went to see
Thespis hinsel f, as the ancient customwas, act: and after the play
was done, he addressed him and asked himif he was not ashaned to
tell so many lies before such a nunber of people; and Thespis replying
that it was no harmto say or do so in play, Solon vehermently struck
his staff against the ground: "Ah," said he, "if we honour and commend
such play as this, we shall find it sone day in our business."

Now when Pisi stratus, having wounded hinsel f, was brought into the
mar ket -place in a chariot, and stirred up the people, as if he had
been thus treated by his opponents because of his political conduct,
and a great many were enraged and cried out, Solon, conming close to
him said, "This, O son of Hippocrates, is a bad copy of Honer's
U ysses; you do, to trick your countrymen, what he did to deceive
his enemes.” After this, the people were eager to protect
Pisistratus, and net in an assenbly, where one Ariston making a notion
that they should allow Pisistratus fifty clubnen for a guard to his
person, Sol on opposed it, and said rmuch to the sane purport as what he
has left us in his poens-

"You dote upon his words and taking phrase;"
and agai n-

"True, you are singly each a crafty soul
But all together make one enpty fool."

But observing the poor nen bent to gratify Pisistratus, and

tunmul tuous, and the rich fearful and getting out of harm s way, he
departed, saying he was wi ser than sonme and stouter than others; w ser
than those that did not understand the design, stouter than those
that, though they understood it, were afraid to oppose the tyranny.
Now, the people, having passed the law, were not nice with Pisistratus
about the nunber of his clubmen, but took no notice of it, though he
enlisted and kept as many as he would, until he seized the



Acropolis. Wen that was done, and the city in an uproar, Megacles,
with all his famly, at once fled; but Solon, though he was now very
ol d, and had none to back him yet came into the marketplace and
made a speech to the citizens, partly blanm ng their inadvertency and
nmeanness of spirit, and in part urging and exhorting them not thus
tamely to lose their liberty; and |likew se then spoke that nenorabl e
saying, that, before, it was an easier task to stop the rising
tyranny, but now the great and nore glorious action to destroy it,
when it was begun al ready, and had gathered strength. But all being
afraid to side with him he returned home, and, taking his arns, he
brought themout and laid themin the porch before his door, with
these words: "I have done ny part to nmaintain ny country and ny |aws,"
and then he busied hinmself no nore. His friends advising himto fly,
he refused, but wote poens, and thus reproached the Athenians in

t hem -

"I'f now you suffer, do not blane the Powers,
For they are good, and all the fault was ours,
Al'l the stronghol ds you put into his hands,
And now his slaves nust do what he conmands."

And many telling himthat the tyrant would take his life for this, and
asking what he trusted to, that he ventured to speak so boldly, he
replied, "To nmy old age." But Pisistratus, having got the command,
so extremely courted Solon, so honoured him obliged him and sent
to see him that Sol on gave him his advice, and approved nany of his
actions; for he retained nost of Solon's |aws, observed them
hi msel f, and conpelled his friends to obey. And he hinself, though
al ready absolute ruler, being accused of nurder before the
Areopagus, canme quietly to clear hinself; but his accuser did not
appear. And he added other |aws, one of which is that the mained in
the wars should be maintained at the public charge; this Heraclides
Ponticus records, and that Pisistratus followed Solon's exanple in
this, who had decreed it in the case of one Thersippus, that was
mai med; and Theophrastus asserts that it was Pisistratus, not Sol on
that made that |aw agai nst | aziness, which was the reason that the
country was nore productive, and the city tranquiller

Now Sol on, having begun the great work in verse, the history or
fable of the Atlantic Island, which he had | earned fromthe w se nen
in Sais, and thought convenient for the Athenians to know, abandoned
it; not, as Plato says, by reason of want of time, but because of
hi s age, and being di scouraged at the greatness of the task; for
that he had | eisure enough, such verses testify, as-

"Each day grow ol der, and | earn sonething new "
and agai n-

"But now the Powers, of Beauty, Song, and W ne,
Whi ch are nost nmen's delights, are also nine."

Plato, willing to inprove the story of the Atlantic Island, as if it
were a fair estate that wanted an heir and cane with sone title to
him formed, indeed, stately entrances, noble enclosures, |arge
courts, such as never yet introduced any story, fable, or poetic
fiction; but, beginning it late, ended his life before his work; and
the reader's regret for the unfinished part is the greater, as the
satisfaction he takes in that which is conplete is extraordinary.

For as the city of Athens left only the tenple of Jupiter d ynpius
unfini shed, so Plato, anongst all his excellent works, left this



only piece about the Atlantic Island inperfect. Solon lived after

Pi sistratus seized the governnent, as Heraclides Ponticus asserts, a
long tine; but Phanias the Eresian says not two full years; for

Pi si stratus began his tyranny when Coni as was archon, and Phani as says
Sol on di ed under Hegestratus, who succeeded Comias. The story that his
ashes were scattered about the island Salanis is too strange to be
easily believed, or be thought anything but a nere fable; and yet it

i s given, anongst other good authors, by Aristotle, the phil osopher

THE END
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