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SYLLA

LUCI US Cornelius Sylla was descended of a patrician or noble fanily
O his ancestors, Rufinus, it is said, had been consul, and incurred a
di sgrace nore signal than his distinction. For being found possessed
of nmore than ten pounds of silver plate, contrary to the |law, he was
for this reason put out of the senate. His posterity continued ever
after in obscurity, nor had Sylla hinmself any opul ent parentage. In
hi s younger days he lived in hired | odgings, at a lowrate, which in
afterti mes was adduced agai nst himas proof that he had been fortunate
above his quality. When he was boasting and magnifying hinself for his
exploits in Libya, a person of noble station made answer, "And how can
you be an honest man, who, since the death of a father who left you
not hi ng, have beconme so rich?" The tinme in which he lived was no
| onger an age of pure and upright manners, but had al ready decli ned,
and yielded to the appetite for riches and |uxury; yet still, in the
general opinion, they who deserted the hereditary poverty of their
famly were as much bl amed as those who had run out a fair patrinonial
estate. And afterwards, when he had seized the power into his hands,
and was putting many to death, a freednan, suspected of having
conceal ed one of the proscribed, and for that reason sentenced to be
thrown down the Tarpeian rock, in a reproachful way recounted how they
had Iived | ong together under the sane roof, hinself for the upper
roons paying two thousand sesterces, and Sylla for the | ower three
t housand; so that the difference between their fortunes then was no
nore than one thousand sesterces, equivalent in Attic coin to two
hundred and fifty drachmas. And thus much of his early fortune.

H s general personal appearance may be known by his statues; only
his blue, eyes, of thenselves extrenely keen and glaring, were
rendered all the nore forbidding and terrible by the conplexion of his
face, in which white was m xed with rough bl otches of fiery red
Hence, it is said, he was surnaned Sylla, and in allusion to it one of
the scurrilous jesters at Athens nade the verse upon him

"Sylla is a nulberry sprinkled o' er with neal."

Nor is it out of place to make use of marks of character |ike these,
in the case of one who was by nature so addicted to raillery, that
in his youthful obscure years he would converse freely with players
and professed jesters, and join themin all their |ow pleasures. And
when supreme master of all, he was often wont to nuster together the
nost i mpudent players and stage-followers of the town, and to drink
and bandy jests with themw thout regard to his age or the dignity
of his place, and to the prejudice of inportant affairs that
required his attention. When he was once at table, it was not in
Sylla's nature to adnit of anything that was serious, and whereas at
other times he was a man of business and austere of countenance, he
underwent all of a sudden, at his first entrance upon w ne and
good-fell owship, a total revolution, and was gentle and tractable with
common singers and dancers, and ready to oblige any one that spoke
with him It seens to have been a sort of diseased result of this
laxity that he was so prone to anorous pleasures, and yielded
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wi t hout resistance to any tenptation of vol uptuousness, from which
even in his old age he could not refrain. He had a | ong attachnent for
Metrobius, a player. In his first anmours, it happened that he made
court to a comon but rich lady, Nicopolis by name, and what by the
air of his youth, and what by long intinmcy, won so far on her
affections, that she rather than he was the |lover, and at her death
she bequeat hed him her whole property. He likew se inherited the
estate of a step-nother who | oved himas her own son. By these neans
he had pretty well advanced his fortunes.

He was chosen quaestor to Marius in his first consul ship, and set
sail with himfor Libya, to war upon Jugurtha. Here, in general, he
gai ned approbation; and nore especially, by closing in dexterously
with an accidental occasion, made a friend of Bocchus, King of
Numi di a. He hospitably entertai ned the king's anbassadors on their
escape from sone Nunidian robbers, and after show ng them nuch
ki ndness, sent themon their journey with presents, and an escort to
protect them Bocchus had | ong hated and dreaded his son-in-Iaw,
Jugurt ha, who had now been worsted in the field and had fled to him
for shelter; and it so happened he was at this tinme entertaining a
design to betray him He accordingly invited Sylla to cone to him
wi shing the seizure and surrender of Jugurtha to be effected rather
through him than directly by himself. Sylla, when he had comuni cat ed
the business to Marius, and received fromhima snall detachnent,
voluntarily put hinmself into this inmnent danger; and confiding in
a barbarian, who had been unfaithful to his own relations, to
appr ehend another man's person, nmade surrender of his own. Bocchus,
havi ng both of themnow in his power, was necessitated to betray one
or other, and after |Iong debate with hinself, at |ast resol ved on
his first design, and gave up Jugurtha into the hands of Sylla.

For this Marius triunphed, but the glory of the enterprise, which
t hrough people's envy of Marius was ascribed to Sylla, secretly
grieved him And the truth is, Sylla hinmself was by nature
vai ngl orious, and this being the first tine that froma | ow and
private condition he had risen to esteem anongst the citizens and
tasted of honour, his appetite for distinction carried himto such a
pitch of ostentation, that he had a representation of this action
engraved on a signet ring, which he carried about with him and made
use of ever after. The inpress was Bocchus delivering, and Sylla
receiving, Jugurtha. This touched Marius to the quick; however,
judging Sylla to be beneath his rivalry, he nade use of him as
lieutenant, in his second consulship, and in his third as tribune; and
many consi derabl e services were effected by his means. Wen acting
as |ieutenant he took Copillus, chief of the Tectosages, prisoner, and
conpel |l ed the Marsians, a great and popul ous nation, to beconme friends
and confederates of the Ronans.

Hencef orward, however, Sylla, perceiving that Marius bore a
j eal ous eye over him and would no |l onger afford himopportunities
of action, but rather opposed his advance, attached hinself to
Catulus, Marius's colleague, a worthy nman, but not energetic enough as
a general. And under this commander, who intrusted himwith the
hi ghest and nost inportant conmi ssions, he rose at once to
reputation and to power. He subdued by arns nobst part of the Al pine
bar bari ans; and when there was a scarcity in the armes, he took
that care upon hinself and brought in such a store of provisions as
not only to furnish the soldiers of Catulus w th abundance, but
likewise to supply Marius. This, as he wites hinsel f, wounded
Marius to the very heart. So slight and childish were the first
occasions and notives of that enmty between them which, passing
afterwards through a long course of civil bloodshed and incurable
divisions to find its end in tyranny, and the confusion of the whole



state, proved Euripides to have been truly wi se and thoroughly
acquai nted with the causes of disorders in the body politic, when he
forewarned all nmen to beware of Anbition, as of all the higher
Powers the nobst destructive and pernicious to her votaries.

Sylla, by this tine thinking that the reputation of his arns
abroad was sufficient to entitle himto a part in the civi
admi ni stration, betook hinmself inmmediately fromthe canp to the
assenbly, and offered hinmself as a candidate for a praetorship, but
failed. The fault of this disappointnment he wholly ascribes to the
popul ace, who, knowing his intinmacy with King Bocchus, and for that
reason expecting, that if he was nmade aedile before his praetorship,
he woul d then show t hem magni fi cent hunting-shows and conbats
bet ween Li byan wild beasts, chose other praetors, on purpose to
force himinto the aedileship. The vanity of this pretext is
sufficiently disproved by matter-of-fact. For the year follow ng,
partly by flatteries to the people, and partly by noney, he got
hi nsel f el ected praetor. Accordingly, once while he was in office,
on his angrily telling Caesar that he should make use of his authority
agai nst him Caesar answered himwith a snile, "You do well to call it
your own, as you bought it." At the end of his praetorship he was sent
over into Cappadocia, under the pretence of reestablishing
Ariobarzanes in his kingdom but in reality to keep in check the
restless nmovenments of Mthridates, who was gradually procuring hinself
as vast a new acquired power and dom nion as was that of his ancient
i nheritance. He carried over with himno great forces of his own,
but maki ng use of the cheerful aid of the confederates, succeeded,
wi th consi derabl e sl aughter of the Cappadoci ans, and yet greater of
t he Arnenian succours, in expelling Gordius and establishing
Ari obarzanes as ki ng.

During his stay on the banks of the Euphrates, there cane to him
O obazus, a Parthian, anbassador from Ki ng Arsaces, as yet there
havi ng been no correspondence between the two nations. And this also
we may lay to the account of Sylla's felicity, that he should be the
first Roman to whom the Parthians nmade address for alliance and
friendship. At the tine of which reception, the story is, that, having
ordered three chairs of state to be set, one for Ariobarzanes, one for
O obazus, and a third for hinmself, he placed hinself in the mniddle,
and so gave audience. For this the King of Parthia afterwards put
O obazus to death. Some people comended Sylla for his lofty
carriage towards the barbarians; others again accused himof arrogance
and unseasonable display. It is reported that a certain Chal daean
of Orobazus's retinue, looking Sylla wistfully in the face, and
observing carefully the nmotions of his nmind and body, and forming a
judgnment of his nature, according to the rules of his art, said that
it was inpossible for himnot to become the greatest of nen; it was
rather a wonder how he could even then abstain from being head of all

At his return, Censorinus inpeached himof extortion, for having
exacted a vast sum of noney froma well-affected and associ ate
ki ngdom However, Censorinus did not appear at the trial, but
dropped his accusation. His quarrel, nmeantime, with Marius began to
break out afresh, receiving new material fromthe anmbition of Bocchus,
who, to please the people of Rone, and gratify Sylla, set up in the
tenpl e of Jupiter Capitolinus imges bearing trophies, and a
representation in gold of the surrender of Jugurtha to Sylla. Wen
Marius, in great anger, attenpted to pull them down, and others
aided Sylla, the whole city would have been in tunmult and commoti on
with this dispute, had not the Social War, which had long lain
smoul dering, blazed forth at last, and for the present put an end to
t he quarrel

In the course of this war, which had many great changes of



fortune, and which, nore than any, afflicted the Ronans, and,

i ndeed, endangered the very being of the Comobnweal th, Marius was
not able to signalize his valour in any action, but left behind him
a clear proof, that warlike excellence requires a strong and stil

vi gorous body. Sylla, on the other hand, by his many achi evenents,
gained hinmself, with his fellowcitizens, the nane of a great
commander, while his friends thought himthe greatest of al
conmanders, and his enenies called himthe nost fortunate. Nor did
this make the sane sort of inpression on himas it made on Ti not heus
the son of Conon, the Athenian; who, when his adversaries ascribed his
successes to his good |uck, and had a painting nade, representing

hi m asl eep, and Fortune by his side, casting her nets over the cities,
was rough and violent in his indignation at those who did it, as if,
by attributing all to Fortune, they had robbed himof his just
honours; and said to the people on one occasion at his return from
war, "In this, ye nen of Athens, Fortune had no part." A piece of
boyi sh petul ance, which the deity, we are told, played back upon

Ti not heus; who fromthat tine was never able to achi eve anything
that was great, but proving altogether unfortunate in his attenpts,
and falling into discredit with the people, was at |ast banished the
city. Sylla, on the contrary, not only accepted with pleasure the
credit of such divine felicities and favours, but joining hinself
and extolling and gl orifying what was done, gave the honour of al

to Fortune, whether it were out of boastful ness, or a real feeling
of divine agency. He remarks, in his Menmoirs, that of all his

wel | -advi sed actions, none proved so lucky in the execution as what he
had boldly enterprised, not by cal cul ation, but upon the nonent.

And, in the character which he gives of hinself, that he was born
for fortune rather than war, he seens to give Fortune a higher place
than merit, and, in short, nakes hinself entirely the creature of a
superi or power, accounting even his concord with Metellus, his equa
in office, and his connection by marriage, a piece of preternatura
felicity. For expecting to have met in hima nost troubl esone, he
found hima nost accommmodating, coll eague. Moreover, in the Menoirs
whi ch he dedicated to Lucullus, he adnoni shed himto esteem not hing
nore trustworthy than what the divine powers advise himby night.
And when he was |leaving the city with an arny, to fight in the
Social War, he relates that the earth near the Laverna opened, and a
quantity of fire came rushing out of it, shooting up with a bright
flane into the heavens. The soot hsayers upon this foretold that a
person of great qualities, and of a rare and singul ar aspect, should
take the governnment in hand, and quiet the present troubles of the
city. Sylla affirms he was the man, for his gol den head of hair made
hi m an extraordi nary-1ooking man, nor had he any shane, after the
great actions he had done, in testifying to his own great qualities.
And thus nmuch of his opinion as to divine agency.

In general he would seemto have been of a very irregular character
full of inconsistencies with hinmself nuch given to rapine, to
prodigality yet nore; in pronoting or disgraci ng whom he pl eased,
al i ke unaccountable; cringing to those he stood in need of, and
domi neering over others who stood in need of him so that it was
hard to tell whether his nature had nore in it of pride or of
servility. As to his unequal distribution of punishnents, as, for
exanpl e, that upon slight grounds he would put to the torture, and
again woul d bear patiently with the greatest wongs; would readily
forgive and he reconciled after the nost heinous acts of enmty, and
yet would visit small and inconsiderable offences with death and
confiscation of goods; one mght judge that in hinmself he was really
of a violent and revengeful nature, which, however, he could
qual ify, upon reflection, for his interest. In this very Social War



when the soldiers with stones and clubs had killed an officer of
praetorian rank, his own |ieutenant, Al binus by nane, he passed by
this flagrant crine without any inquiry, giving it out noreover in a
boast, that the soldiers would behave all the better now, to make
anends, by sonme special bravery, for their breach of discipline. He
took no notice of the clamours of those that cried for justice, but
designing already to supplant Marius, now that he saw the Social Wr
near its end, he made rmuch of his arny, in hopes to get hinself

decl ared general of the forces against Mthridates.

At his return to Rome he was chosen consul w th Quintus Ponpeius, in
the fiftieth year of his age, and made a nost di stingui shed marriage
with Caecilia, daughter of Metellus, the chief priest. The common
peopl e made a variety of verses in ridicule of the marriage, and
many of the nobility also were disgusted at it, esteenming him as Livy
wites, unworthy of this connection, whom before they thought worthy
of a consul ship. This was not his only wife, for first, in his younger
days, he was married to Ilia, by whomhe had a daughter; after her
to Aelia; and thirdly to Coelia, whomhe disnissed as barren, but
honourably, and w th professions of respect, adding, noreover
presents. But the match between himand Metella, falling out a few
days after, occasioned suspicions that he had conpl ai ned of Coelia
wi t hout due cause. To Metella he always showed great deference, so
much so that the people, when anxious for the recall of the exiles
of Marius's party, upon his refusal, entreated the intercession of
Metella. And the Athenians, it is thought, had harder nmeasure, at
the capture of their town, because they used insulting |anguage to
Metella in their jests fromthe walls during the siege. But of this
hereafter.

At present esteenming the consulship but a snall natter in conparison
of things to cone, he was inpatiently carried away in thought to the
Mthridatic War. Here he was withstood by Marius; who out of nad
affectation of glory and thirst for distinction, those never dying
passi ons, though he were now unwi eldy in body, and had given up
service, on account of his age, during the | ate canpaigns, stil
coveted after command in a distant war beyond the seas. And whil st
Sylla was departed for the canp, to order the rest of his affairs
there, he sate brooding at hone, and at |ast hatched that execrable
sedition, which wought Rome nore nischief than all her enenies
t oget her had done, as was indeed foreshown by the gods. For a flane
broke forth of its own accord, fromunder the staves of the ensigns,
and was with difficulty extinguished. Three ravens brought their young
into the open road, and ate them carrying the relics into the nest
again. Mce having gnawed the consecrated gold in one of the
tenpl es, the keepers caught one of them a fenale, in a trap; and
she bringing forth five young ones in the very trap, devoured three of
them But what was greatest of all, in a calmand clear sky there
was heard the sound of a trunpet, with such a | oud and di snmal bl ast,
as struck terror and amazenent into the hearts of the people. The
Etruscan sages affirmed that this prodi gy betokened the nmutation of
the age, and a general revolution in the world. For according to
themthere are in all eight ages, differing one fromanother in the
lives and the characters of nen, and to each of these God has allotted
a certain neasure of time, deternined by the circuit of the great
year. And when one age is run out, at the approach of another, there
appears some wonderful sign fromearth or heaven, such as makes it
mani fest at once to those who have nade it their business to study
such things, that there has succeeded in the world a new race of
men, differing in custons and institutes of life, and nore or |ess
regarded by the gods than the precedi ng. Anong ot her great changes
t hat happen, as they say, at the turn of ages, the art of



di vination, also, at one tinme rises in esteem and is nore

successful in its predictions, clearer and surer tokens being sent
from God, and then, again, in another generation declines as |ow,
becom ng nmere guesswork for the nost part, and discerning future
events by dimand uncertain intimations. This was the nythol ogy of the
wi sest of the Tuscan sages, who were thought to possess a know edge
beyond other nmen. Wilst the senate sat in consultation with the

soot hsayers, concerning these prodigies, in the tenple of Bellona, a
sparrow cane flying in, before themall, with a grasshopper inits
mouth, and letting fall one part of it, flew away with the

remai nder. The diviners foreboded commotions and di ssensi ons between
the great | anded proprietors and the common city popul ace; the latter
i ke the grasshopper, being loud and tal kative; while the sparrow

nm ght represent the "dwellers in the field."

Marius had taken into alliance Sul picius, the tribune, a man
second to none in any villainies, so that it was |ess the question
what ot hers he surpassed, but rather in what respects he nost
surpassed hinmself in w ckedness. He was cruel, bold, rapacious, and in
all these points utterly shanmel ess and unscrupul ous; not hesitating to
of fer Roman citizenship by public sale to freed slaves and aliens, and
to count out the price on public nmoney-tables in the forum He
mai nt ai ned three thousand swordsnmen, and had al ways about him a
conmpany of young nen of the equestrian class ready for al
occasi ons, whom he styled his Anti-senate. Having had a | aw enact ed,
that no senator should contract a debt of above two thousand drachnmas,
he hinmself, after death, was found indebted three nmillions. This was
the man whom Marius let in upon the Conmonweal th, and who, confounding
all things by force and the sword, made several ordinances of
danger ous consequence, and anongst the rest one giving Marius the
conduct of the Mthridatic war. Upon this the consuls proclained a
public cessation of business, but as they were hol ding an assenbly
near the tenple of Castor and Pollux, he let |oose the rabble upon
them and anobngst many others slew the consul Ponpeius's young son
in the forum Ponpeius hinself hardly escaping in the crowd. Sylla,
being closely pursued into the house of Marius, was forced to cone
forth and dissolve the cessation; and for his doing this, Sulpicius,
havi ng deposed Ponpeius, allowed Sylla to continue his consul ship,
only transferring the Mthridatic expedition to Mari us.

There were i medi ately despatched to Nola tribunes to receive the
army, and bring it to Marius; but Sylla, having got first to the canp,
and the soldiers, upon hearing the news, having stoned the tribunes,
Marius, in requital, proceeded to put the friends of Sylla in the city
to the sword, and rifled their goods. Every kind of renoval and flight
went on, sone hastening fromthe canp to the city, others fromthe
city to the canp. The senate, no nore in its own power, but wholly
governed by the dictates of Marius and Sul picius, alarned at the
report of Sylla's advancing with his troops towards the city, sent
forth two of the praetors, Brutus and Servilius, to forbid his
nearer approach. The soldiers would have slain these praetors in a
fury, for their bold | anguage to Sylla; contenting thensel ves,
however, with breaking their rods, and tearing off their
pur pl e- edged robes, after nuch contunelious usage they sent them back
to the sad dejection of the citizens, who beheld their magi strates
despoi |l ed of their badges of office, and announcing to themthat
thi ngs were now manifestly cone to a rupture past all cure. Marius put
himself in readiness, and Sylla with his coll eague noved from Nol a, at
the head of six conplete legions, all of themwlling to nmarch up
directly against the city, though he hinself as yet was doubtful in
t hought, and apprehensive of the danger. As he was sacrificing,
Post um us the soothsayer, having inspected the entrails, stretching



forth both hands to Sylla, required to be bound and kept in custody
till the battle was over, as willing, if they had not speedy and

conpl ete success, to suffer the utnost punishnent. It is said, also,
that there appeared to Sylla hinself, in a dream a certain goddess,
whom t he Romans learnt to worship fromthe Cappadoci ans, whether it be
the Moon, or Pallas, or Bellona. This sanme goddess, to his thinking,
stood by him and put into his hand thunder and |ightning, then naning
hi s eneni es one by one, bade himstrike them who, all of them fel

on the di scharge and di sappeared. Encouraged by this vision, and
relating it to his colleague, next day he |l ed on towards Rone. About

Pi ci nae being met by a deputation, beseeching himnot to attack at
once, in the heat of a march, for that the senate had decreed to do
himall the right inmaginable, he consented to halt on the spot, and
sent his officers to neasure out the ground, as is usual, for a

canp; so that the deputation, believing it, returned. They were no
sooner gone, but he sent a party on under the command of Lucius
Basillus and Caius Munmius, to secure the city gate, and the walls

on the side of the Esquiline hill, and then close at their heels
followed hinmself with all speed. Basillus made his way successfully
into the city, but the unarmed nultitude, pelting himw th stones

and tiles fromoff the houses, stopped his further progress, and

beat himback to the wall. Sylla by this time was cone up, and

seei ng what was going on, called aloud to his nen to set fire to the
houses, and taking a flaming torch, he hinself [ed the way, and
conmanded the archers to make use of their fire-darts, letting fly

at the tops of houses; all which he did, not upon any plan, but sinply
in his fury, yielding the conduct of that day's work to passion, and
as if all he saw were enenies, wthout respect or pity either to
friends, relations, or acquaintance, made his entry by fire, which
knows no distinction betwi xt friend or foe.

In this conflict, Marius, being driven into the tenple of
Mot her - Earth, thence invited the slaves by proclamation of freedom
but the eneny coming on he was overpowered and fled the city.

Sylla having called a senate, had sentence of death passed on
Marius, and sone few others, anongst whom was Sul picius, tribune of
the people. Sul picius was killed, being betrayed by his servant,
whom Syl la first nmade free, and then threw hi mheadl ong down the
Tarpei an rock. As for Marius, he set a price on his life, by
procl amation, neither gratefully nor politically, if we consider
i nto whose house, not long before, he put hinself at nmercy, and safely
di smissed. Had Marius at that time not let Sylla go, but suffered
himto be slain by the hands of Sul picius, he m ght have been lord
of all: nevertheless he spared his Iife, and a few days after, when in
a simlar position hinmself, received a different neasure.

By these proceedings Sylla excited the secret distaste of the
senate; but the displeasure and free indignation of the comopnalty
showed itself plainly by their actions. For they ignomi niously
rejected Nonius, his nephew, and Servius, who stood for offices of
state by his interest, and elected others as magi strates, by honouring
whom t hey thought they should nost annoy him He nmade senbl ance of
extreme satisfaction at all this, as if the people by his neans had
again enjoyed the liberty of doing what seened best to them And to
paci fy the public hostility, he created Lucius C nna consul, one of
the adverse party, having first bound hi munder oaths and inprecations
to be favourable to his interest. For Cinna, ascending the capito
with a stone in his hand, swore solemly, and prayed with direfu
curses, that he hinself, if he were not true to his friendship with
Sylla, might be cast out of the city, as that stone out of his hand;
and thereupon cast the stone to the ground, in the presence of many
peopl e. Neverthel ess C nna had no sooner entered on his charge, but he



took neasures to disturb the present settlenent, having prepared an
i mpeachnent against Sylla, got Virginius, one of the tribunes of the
people, to be his accuser; but Sylla, |eaving himand the court of
judi cature to thensel ves, set forth against Mthridates.

About the time that Sylla was nmaking ready to put off with his force
fromltaly, besides many other omens which befell Mthridates, then
staying at Perganus, there goes a story that a figure of Victory, with
a crown in her hand, which the Perganeni ans by machinery from above
et down on him when it had al nost reached his head, fell to
pi eces, and the crown tunbling down into the nidst of the theatre,
there broke against the ground, occasioning a general alarm anong
t he popul ace, and considerably disquieting Mthridates hinself,
al t hough his affairs at that tinme were succeedi ng beyond
expectation. For having wested Asia fromthe Romans, and Bithynia and
Cappadoci a fromtheir kings, he made Pergamus his royal seat,
distributing anong his friends riches, principalities, and ki ngdons.

O his sons, one residing in Pontus and Bosporus held his ancient
realmas far as the deserts beyond the | ake Maeotis, w thout

nol estation; while Ariarathes, another, was reducing Thrace and
Macedon, with a great arny, to obedience. H's generals, with forces
under them were establishing his suprenmacy in other quarters.

Archel aus, in particular, with his fleet, held absolute mastery of the
sea, and was bringing into subjection the Cyclades, and all the

other islands as far as Mal ea, and had taken Euboea itself. Making
Athens his headquarters, fromthence as far as Thessaly he was

wi thdrawi ng the states of Greece fromthe Ronan allegi ance, wi thout
the least ill-success, except at Chaeronea. For here Bruttius Sura,
lieutenant to Sentius, governor of Micedon, a man of singular val our
and prudence, net him and, though he canme like a torrent pouring over
Boeotia, made stout resistance, and thrice giving himbattle near
Chaeronea, repulsed and forced himback to the sea. But being
commanded by Lucius Lucullus to give place to his successor, Sylla,
and resign the war to whomit was decreed, he presently left

Boeotia, and retired back to Sentius, although his success had outgone
all hopes, and Greece was well disposed to a new revol uti on, upon
account of his gallant behaviour. These were the glorious actions of
Bruttius.

Sylla, on his arrival, received by their deputations the conplinments
of all the cities of Greece, except Athens, against which, as it was
conpel l ed by the tyrant Aristion to hold for the king, he advanced
with all his forces, and investing the Piraeus, laid fornmal siege to
it, enploying every variety of engines, and trying every nmanner of
assaul t; whereas, had he forborn but a little while, he mnight
wi t hout hazard have taken the Upper City by famine, it being already
reduced to the last extremty, through want of necessaries. But
eager to return to Ronme, and fearing innovation there, at great
risk, with continual fighting and vast expense, he pushed on the
war . Besides other equi page, the very work about the engi nes of
battery was supplied with no |l ess than ten thousand yoke of mules,
enpl oyed daily in that service. And when tinber grew scarce, for
many of the works failed, sone crushed to pieces by their own
wei ght, others taking fire by the continual play of the eneny, he
had recourse to the sacred groves, and cut down the trees of the
Acadeny, the shadiest of all the suburbs, and the Lyceum And a vast
sum of noney being wanted to carry on the war, he broke into the
sanctuaries of Greece, that of Epidaurus and that of O ynpia,
sending for the nost beautiful and precious offerings deposited there.
He wote, |likew se, to the Amphictyons at Del phi, that it were
better to remt the wealth of the god to him for that he woul d keep
it nore securely, or in case he made use of it, restore as nuch. He



sent Caphis, the Phocian, one of his friends, with this nessage,
commandi ng himto receive each itemby weight. Caphis cane to

Del phi, but was loth to touch the holy things, and with many tears, in
the presence of the Anphictyons, bewail ed the necessity. And on sone
of them declaring they heard the sound of a harp fromthe inner
shrine, he, whether he hinself believed it, or was willing to try
the effect of religious fear upon Sylla, sent back an express. To
which Sylla replied in a scoffing way, that it was surprising to him
that Caphis did not know that nusic was a sign of joy, not anger; he
shoul d, therefore, go on boldly, and accept what a graci ous and
bountiful god of fered.

O her things were sent away w thout much notice on the part of the
Greeks in general, but in the case of the silver tun, that only
relic of the regal donations, which its weight and bul k nade it
i npossible for any carriage to receive, the Anphictyons were forced to
cut it into pieces, and called to nmind in so doing, how Titus
Fl anmi ni nus, and Mani us Acilius, and again Paul us Aemilius, one of whom
drove Antiochus out of Geece, and the others subdued the Macedoni an
ki ngs, had not only abstained fromviolating the Geek tenples, but
had even given themnew gifts and honours, and increased the genera
veneration for them They, indeed, the |awful comuanders of
tenperate and obedi ent soldiers, and thenselves great in soul, and
sinple in expenses, lived within the bounds of the ordinary
est abl i shed charges, accounting it a greater disgrace to seek
popul arity with their men, than to feel fear of their eneny. Wereas
the conmanders of these tinmes, attaining to superiority by force,
not worth, and having need of arnms one agai nst another, rather than
agai nst the public eneny, were constrained to tenporize in
authority, and in order to pay for the gratifications w th which
t hey purchased the | abour of their soldiers, were driven, before
they knewit, to sell the commonwealth itself, and, to gain the
mastery over nen better than thenselves, were content to becone sl aves
to the vilest of wetches. These practices drove Marius into exile.
and agai n brought himin against Sylla. These nade C nna the
assassin of Octavius, and Finbria of Flaccus. To which courses Sylla
contributed not the least; for to corrupt and win over those who
were under the command of others, he would be rmunificent and profuse
towards those who were under his own; and so, while tenpting the
sol diers of other generals to treachery, and his own to dissolute
living, he was naturally in want of a large treasury, and especially
during that siege.

Sylla had a vehenent and an inpl acabl e desire to conquer Athens.
whet her out of enulation, fighting as it were agai nst the shadow of
the once fanobus city, or out of anger, at the foul words and
scurrilous jests with which the tyrant Aristion, show ng hinself
daily, with unseenmly gesticulations, upon the walls, had provoked
hi mand Metell a.

The tyrant Aristion had his very being conpounded of wantonness
and cruelty, having gathered into hinself all the worst of
Mthridates's di seased and vicious qualities, like sonme fatal mal ady
which the city, after its deliverance frominnunmerable wars, many
tyranni es and seditions, was in its |ast days destined to endure. At
the tine when a nedi mus of wheat was sold in the city for one
t housand drachmas and nmen were forced to live on the feverfew
growi ng round the citadel, and to boil down shoes and oil -bags for
their food, he, carousing and feasting in the open face of day, then
dancing in arnmour, and meking jokes at the eneny, suffered the holy
| anp of the goddess to expire for want of oil, and to the chief
priestess, who demanded of himthe twelfth part of a medi mus of
wheat, he sent the like quantity of pepper. The senators and priests



who canme as suppliants to beg of himto take conpassion on the city,
and treat for peace with Sylla, he drove away and dispersed with a
flight of arrows. At last, with nmuch ado, he sent forth two or three
of his revelling conpanions to parley, to whom Sylla, perceiving

that they nade no serious overtures towards an accommodation, but went
on haranguing in praise of Theseus, Eunolpus, and the Median trophies,
replied, "My good friends, you may put up your speeches and be gone.
was sent by the Romans to Athens, not to take |essons, but to reduce
rebel s to obedi ence.”

In the meantime news canme to Sylla that sonme old nmen, talking in the
Ceram cus, had been overheard to blanme the tyrant for not securing the
passages and approaches near the Heptachal cum the one point where the
enenmy mght easily get over. Sylla neglected not the report, but going
in the night, and discovering the place to be assail able, set
instantly to work. Sylla hinself nmakes nention in his Menmoirs that
Marcus Teius, the first man who scaled the wall, neeting with an
adversary, and striking himon the headpi ece a hone-stroke, broke
his own sword, but, notw thstanding, did not give ground, but stood
and held himfast. The city was certainly taken fromthat quarter
according to the tradition of the ol dest of the Athenians.

Wien they had thrown down the wall, and made all [evel betw xt the
Piraic and Sacred Gate, about midnight Sylla entered the breach
with all the terrors of trunpets and cornets sounding, with the
triunphant shout and cry of an army let [ oose to spoil and
sl aughter, and scouring through the streets with swords drawn. There
was no nunbering the slain; the ambunt is to this day conjectured only
fromthe space of ground overflowed with blood. For without nentioning
the execution done in other quarters of the city, the blood that was
shed about the market-place spread over the whole Ceramicus within the
Doubl e-gate, and, according to nost witers, passed through the gate
and overflowed the suburb. Nor did the nmultitudes which fell thus
exceed the nunmber of those who, out of pity and love for their country
whi ch they believed was now finally to perish, slew thenselves; the
best of them through despair of their country's surviving, dreading
t hensel ves to survive, expecting neither hunmanity nor noderation in
Sylla. At length, partly at the instance of Mdias and Calliphon
two exiled nen, beseeching and casting thenselves at his feet,
partly by the intercession of those senators who followed the canp,
having had his fill of revenge, and naking some honourabl e nention
of the ancient Athenians, "I forgive," said he, "the many for the sake
of the few, the living for the dead." He took Athens, according to his
own Menoirs, on the cal ends of March, coinciding pretty nearly with
t he new noon of Anthesterion, on which day it is the Athenian usage to
perform various acts in comenoration of the ruins and devastations
occasi oned by the deluge, that being supposed to be the tinme of its
occurrence.

At the taking of the town, the tyrant fled into the citadel, and was
t here besieged by Curio, who had that charge given him He held out
a considerable tinme, but at last yielded hinself up for want of water
and divine power imediately intimated its agency in the matter. For
on the sane day and hour that Curio conducted hi mdown, the clouds
gathered in a clear sky, and there came down a great quantity of
rain and filled the citadel with water

Not |long after, Sylla won the Piraeus, and burnt nost of it; anongst
the rest, Philo's arsenal, a work very greatly admred.

In the nmeantine Taxiles, Mthridates's general, com ng down from
Thrace and Macedon, with an arnmy of one hundred thousand foot, ten
t housand horse, and ninety chariots, armed with scythes at the wheels,
woul d have joined Archel aus, who lay with a navy on the coast near
Munychi a, reluctant to quit the sea, and yet unwilling to engage the



Romans in battle, but desiring to protract the war and cut off the
eneny's supplies. Wich Sylla perceiving nuch better than hinself,
passed with his forces into Boeotia, quitting a barren district
whi ch was inadequate to maintain an arnmy even in tinme of peace. He was
t hought by sone to have taken false nmeasures in thus |eaving Attica, a
rugged country, and ill suited for cavalry to nove in, and entering
the plain and open fields of Boeotia, knowi ng as he did the
barbarian strength to consist nost in horses and chariots. But as
was said before, to avoid fam ne and scarcity, he was forced to run
the risk of a battle. Mdreover he was in anxiety for Hortensius, a
bold and active officer, whomon his way to Sylla with forces from
Thessaly, the barbarians awaited in the straits. For these reasons
Sylla drew off into Boeotia. Hortensius, meantinme, was conducted by
Caphi s, our countryman, another way unknown to the barbarians, by
Par nassus, just under Tithora, which was then not so large a town as
it is now, but a nmere fort, surrounded by steep precipices whither the
Phoci ans also, in old tines, when flying fromthe invasion of
Xerxes, carried thenselves and their goods and were saved. Hortensius,
encanpi ng here, kept off the eneny by day, and at ni ght descendi ng
by difficult passages to Patronis, joined the forces of Sylla who cane
to neet him Thus united they posted thenselves on a fertile hill in
the mddle of the plain of Elatea, shaded with trees and watered at
the foot. It is called Philoboeotus, and its situation and natura
advant ages are spoken of with great adniration by Sylla.

As they lay thus encanped, they seened to the eneny a contenptible
nunber, for there were not above fifteen hundred horse, and |ess
than fifteen thousand foot. Therefore the rest of the conmanders,
over - persuadi ng Archel aus and drawing up the army, covered the plain
wi th horses, chariots, bucklers, targets. The clanmour and cries of
so many nations forming for battle rent the air, nor was the ponp
and ostentation of their costly array altogether idle and
unservi ceable for terror; for the brightness of their arnour
enbel Ii shed nagnificently with gold and silver, and the rich colours
of their Median and Scythian coats, interm xed with brass and
shining steel, presented a flaning and terrible sight as they swayed
about and nmoved in their ranks, so nuch so that the Ronmans shrunk
within their trenches, and Sylla, unable by any argunents to renove
their fear, and unwilling to force themto fight against their

wills, was fain to sit down in quiet, ill-brooking to becone the
subj ect of barbarian insolence and | aughter. This, however, above
all advantaged him for the eneny, fromconteming of him fell into

di sorder ampngst thensel ves, being already |ess thoroughly under
conmand, on account of the number of their |eaders. Sone few of them
remai ned within the encanpnent, but others, the major part, lured
out with hopes of prey and rapine, strayed about the country many
days' journey fromthe canp, and are related to have destroyed the
city of Panope, to have plundered Lebadea, and robbed the oracle
wi t hout any orders fromtheir conmanders.

Sylla, all this while, chafing and fretting to see the cities al
around destroyed, suffered not the soldiery to remain idle, but
| eadi ng them out, conpelled themto divert the Cephisus fromits
anci ent channel by casting up ditches, and giving respite to none,
showed hinself rigorous in punishing the reniss, that grow ng weary of
| abour, they might be induced by hardship to enbrace danger. Which
fell out accordingly, for on the third day, being hard at work as
Syl l a passed by, they begged and clambured to be | ed against the
enenmy. Sylla replied, that this demand of war proceeded rather from
a backwardness to | abour than any forwardness to fight, but if they
were in good earnest martially inclined, he bade themtake their
arnms and get up thither, pointing to the ancient citadel of the



Par apot ani ans, of which at present, the city being laid waste, there

remai ned only the rocky hill itself, steep and craggy on all sides,
and severed from Mount Hedylium by the breadth of the river Assus,
whi ch, running between, and at the bottom of the sanme hill falling

into the Cephisus with an inmpetuous confluence, makes this eni nence

a strong position for soldiers to occupy. Cbserving that the eneny's
division, called the Brazen Shields, were making their way up thither
Sylla was willing to take first possession, and by the vigorous
efforts of the soldiers, succeeded. Archelaus, driven from hence, bent
his forces upon Chaeronea. The Chaeroneans who bore arns in the

Roman canp beseeching Sylla not to abandon the city, he despatched
Gabinius, a tribune, with one | egion, and sent out also the

Chaer oneans, who endeavoured, but were not able to get in before
Gabi ni us; so active was he, and nore zealous to bring relief than
those who had entreated it. Juba wites that Ericius was the nan sent,
not Gabinius. Thus narrowy did our native city escape.

From Lebadea and the cave of Trophonius there canme favourable
runours and prophecies of victory to the Romans, of which the
i nhabi tants of those places gave a fuller account, but as Sylla
hinself affirns in the tenth book of his Menoirs, Quintus Titius, a
man of some repute anong the Ronmans who were engaged in nercantile
business in Geece, cane to himafter the battle won at Chaeronea, and
decl ared that Trophonius had foretold another fight and victory on the
place, within a short tine. After hima soldier, by nanme Sal veni us,
brought an account fromthe god of the future issue of affairs in
Italy. As to the vision, they both agreed in this, that they had
seen one who in stature and in majesty was similar to Jupiter
A ynpi us.

Syl la, when he had passed over the Assus, narching under the Mount
Hedyl i um encanped cl ose to Archel aus, who had intrenched hinself
strongly between the nountains Acontium and Hedylium close to what
are called the Assia. The place of his intrenchment is to this day
naned from him Archelaus. Sylla, after one day's respite, having |left
Murena behind himwi th one | egion and two cohorts to amuse the eneny
with continual alarmnms, hinmself went and sacrificed on the banks of
Cephi sus, and the holy rites ended, held on towards Chaeronea to
receive the forces there and view Mount Thurium where a party of
the eneny had posted thenselves. This is a craggy height running up in
a conical formto a point called by us Othopagus; at the foot of it
is the river Morius and the tenple of Apollo Thurius. The god had
hi s surname from Thuro, nother of Chaeron, whom anci ent record makes
founder of Chaeronea. Others assert that the cow, which Apollo gave to
Cadrmus for a guide, appeared there, and that the place took its name
fromthe beast, Thor being the Phoenician word for cow

At Sylla's approach to Chaeronea, the tribune who had been appointed
to guard the city led out his nmen in arms, and met himwith a
garland of laurel in his hand; which Sylla accepting, and at the
sane tinme saluting the soldiers and animating themto the encounter
two men of Chaeronea, Honol oi chus and Anaxi danus, presented thensel ves
before him and offered, with a small party, to dislodge those who
were posted on Thurium For there lay a path out of sight of the
barbarians, fromwhat is called Petrochus al ong by the Miseum | eadi ng
right down from above upon Thurium By this way it was easy to fal
upon them and either stone them from above or force them down into the
plain. Sylla, assured of their faith and courage by Gabinius, bade
them proceed with the enterprise, and neantinme drew up the arny, and
di sposing the cavalry on both wi ngs, hinself took comrand of the
right; the left being conmitted to the direction of Mirena. In the
rear of all, Galba and Hortensius, his lieutenants, planted thensel ves
on the upper grounds with the cohorts of reserve, to watch the notions



of the eneny, who, with nunbers of horse and swift-footed, Iight-arned
infantry, were noticed to have so fornmed their wing as to allow it
readily to change about and alter its position, and thus gave reason
for suspecting that they intended to carry it far out and so to

i ncl ose the Romans.

In the meanwhil e, the Chaeroneans, who had Ericius for conmander
by appoi ntnent of Sylla, covertly making their way around Thurium and
t hen di scovering thensel ves, occasioned a great confusion and rout
anong the barbarians, and slaughter, for the nost part, by their own
hands. For they kept not their place, but maki ng down the steep
descent, ran thenselves on their own spears, and violently sent each
other over the cliffs the eneny from above pressing on and woundi ng
t hem where they exposed their bodies; insonmuch that there fell three
t housand about Thurium Sone of those who escaped, being net by Mirena
as he stood in array, were cut off and destroyed. O hers breaking
through to their friends and falling pell-nell into the ranks,
filled nmost part of the arny with fear and tunult, and caused a
hesitation and del ay anong the generals, which was no snal
di sadvant age. For inmedi ately upon the di sconposure, Sylla coming ful
speed to the charge, and quickly crossing the interval between the
armes, lost themthe service of their armed chariots, which require a
consi derabl e space of ground to gather strength and inpetuosity in
their career, a short course being weak and ineffectual, |ike that
of missiles without a full swing. Thus it fared with the barbarians at
present, whose first chariots came feebly on and nmade but a faint
i mpression; the Ronmans, repulsing themw th shouts and | aughter
called out, as they do at the races in the circus, for nore to cone.
By this tine the mass of both armies net; the barbarians on one side
fixed their long pikes, and with their shields |ocked close
together, strove so far as in themlay to preserve their line of
battle entire. The Romans, on the other side, having discharged
their javelins, rushed on with their drawn swords, and struggled to
put by the pikes to get at themthe sooner, in the fury that possessed
themat seeing in the front of the enemy fifteen thousand sl aves, whom
the royal commanders had set free by proclamation, and ranged
anongst the men of arms. And a Roman centurion is reported to have
said at this sight, that he never knew servants allowed to play the
masters, unless at the Saturnalia. These nmen, by their deep and
solid array, as well as by their daring courage, yielded but slowy to
the legions, till at last by slinging engines, and darts, which the
Romans poured in upon them behind, they were forced to give way and
scatter.

As Archel aus was extending the right wing to enconpass the eneny,
Hortensius with his cohorts canme down in force, with intention to
charge himin the flank. But Archel aus wheel i ng about suddenly with
two thousand horse, Hortensius, out-nunbered and hard pressed, fel
back towards the higher grounds, and found hinself gradually getting
separated fromthe main body and likely to be surrounded by the eneny.
When Sylla heard this, he canme rapidly up to his succour fromthe
right wing, which as yet had not engaged. But Archel aus, guessing
the matter by the dust of his troops, turned to the right wi ng, from
whence Sylla came, in hopes to surprise it wthout a conmander. At the
sane instant, |ikewi se, Taxiles, with his Brazen Shields, assailed
Murena, so that a cry coning fromboth places, and the hills repeating
it around, Sylla stood in suspense which way to nove. Deciding to
resune his own station he sent in aid to Murena four cohorts under
Hort ensi us, and commanding the fifth to follow him returned hastily
to the right wing, which of itself held its ground on equal termns
agai nst Archel aus; and, at his appearance, with one bold effort forced
t hem back, and, obtaining the mastery, followed them flying in



di sorder to the river and Mount Acontium Sylla, however, did not
forget the danger Mirena was in; but hasting thither and finding him
victorious also, then joined in the pursuit. Many barbarians were
slain in the field, many nore were cut in pieces as they were naking
into the canp. O all the vast nultitude, ten thousand only got safe
intoe Chalcis. Sylla wites that there were but fourteen of his

sol diers missing, and that two of these returned towards evening;

he, therefore, inscribed on the trophies the nanes of Mars, Victory,
and Venus, as having won the day no | ess by good fortune than by
managenment and force of arnms. This trophy of the battle in the plain
stands on the place where Archel aus first gave way, near the stream of
the Molus; another is erected high on the top of Thurium where the
bar barians were environed, with an inscription in Geek, recording
that the glory of the day bel onged to Honol oi chus and Anaxi danus.
Sylla celebrated his victory at Thebes with spectacles, for which he
erected a stage, near Cedipus's well. The judges of the performances
were G eeks chosen out of other cities; his hostility to the Thebans
bei ng i npl acabl e, half of whose territory he took away and consecrated
to Apollo and Jupiter, ordering that out of the revenue conpensation
shoul d be made to the gods for the riches hinself had taken fromthem

After this, hearing that Flaccus, a man of the contrary faction, had
been chosen consul, and was crossing the lonian Sea with an arny,
professedly to act against Mthridates, but in reality against
hi nsel f, he hastened towards Thessaly, designing to neet him but in
his march, when near Melitea, received advices fromall parts that the
countries behind himwere overrun and ravaged by no |l ess a roya
arny than the former. For Dorylaus, arriving at Chalcis with a large
fleet, on board of which he brought over with himeighty thousand of
t he best appointed and best disciplined soldiers of Mthridates's
armmy, at once invaded Boeotia, and occupied the country in hopes to
bring Sylla to a battle, making no account of the dissuasions of
Archel aus, but giving it out as to the last fight, that wthout
treachery so nany thousand nmen coul d never have perished. Sylla,
however, facing about expeditiously, nmade it clear to himthat
Archel aus was a wi se man, and had good skill in the Roman val our;

i nsonuch that he hinself, after some small skirmishes with Sylla

near Til phossium was the first of those who thought it not

advi sable to put things to the decision of the sword, but rather to
wear out the war by expense of time and treasure. The ground, however,
near O chonenus, where they then |ay encanped, gave sone encouragenent
to Archel aus, being a battlefield admirably suited for any arny
superior in cavalry. O all the plains in Boeotia that are renowned
for their beauty and extent, this alone, which conmences fromthe city
of Orchomenus, spreads out unbroken and clear of trees to the edge

of the fens in which the Melas, rising close under O chonenus, |oses
itself, the only Greek river which is a deep and navi gabl e water
fromthe very head, increasing also about the sumer solstice like the
Nil e, and producing plants sinilar to those that grow there, only
small and without fruit. It does not run far before the main stream

di sappears anong the blind and woody marsh-grounds; a small branch
however, joins the Cephisus, about the place where the | ake is thought
to produce the best flute-reeds.

Now t hat both armies were posted near each other, Archelaus |ay
still, but Sylla enployed hinself in cutting ditches fromeither side;
that if possible, by driving the enemies fromthe firmand open
chanpai gn, he might force theminto the fens. They, on the other hand,
not enduring this, as soon as their |eaders allowed themthe word of
command, issued out furiously in |arge bodies; when not only the nen
at work were dispersed, but nost part of those who stood in arns to
protect the work fled in disorder. Upon this, Sylla |eaped fromhis



horse, and snatching hold of an ensign, rushed through the m dst of
the rout upon the eneny, crying out aloud, "To ne, O Ronmans, it wll
be glorious to fall here. As for you, when they ask you where you
betrayed your general, renenber and say, at O chonenus." H s nen
rallying again at these words, and two cohorts conming to his succour
fromthe right wing, he led themto the charge and turned the day.
Then retiring sone short distance and refreshing his nen, he proceeded
again with his works to block up the eneny's canp. They again

sallied out in better order than before. Here Di ogenes, stepson to
Archel aus, fighting on the right wing with nuch gallantry, nade an
honour abl e end. And the archers, being hard pressed by the Romans, and
wanting space for a retreat, took their arrows by handfuls, and
striking with these as with swords, beat them back. In the end,
however, they were all driven into the intrenchnent and had a
sorrowful night of it with their slain and wounded. The next day
again, Sylla, leading forth his men up to their quarters, went on
finishing the Iines of intrenchment, and when they issued out again
with larger nunmbers to give himbattle, fell on themand put themto
the rout, and in the consternation ensuing, none daring to abide, he
took the canp by storm The marshes were filled with bl ood, and the

| ake with dead bodies, insormuch that to this day nany bows, hel nets,
fragments of iron, breastplates, and swords of barbarian nake continue
to be found buried deep in nmud, two hundred years after the fight.
Thus nuch of the actions of Chaeronea and O chomenus.

At Rone, G nna and Carbo were now using injustice and viol ence
towar ds persons of the greatest em nence, and many of themto avoid
this tyranny repaired, as to a safe harbour, to Sylla's canmp, where,
in a short space, he had about himthe aspect of a senate. Metella,

i kewi se, having with difficulty conveyed herself and children away by
stealth, brought himword that his houses, both in town and country,
had been burnt by his enenmies, and entreated his hel p at hone.

Whi | st he was in doubt what to do, being inpatient to hear of his
country being thus outraged, and yet not knowi ng how to | eave so great
a work as the Mthridatic war unfinished, there cones to him

Archel aus, a merchant of Delos, with hopes of an acconmpdati on, and
private instructions from Archel aus, the king's general. Sylla |iked
the business so well as to desire a speedy conference with Archel aus
in person, and a neeting took place on the seacoast near Delium where
the tenple of Apollo stands. When Archel aus opened t he conversation,
and began to urge Sylla to abandon his pretensions to Asia and Pont us,
and to set sail for the war in Rome, receiving noney and shi pping, and
such forces as he should think fitting fromthe king, Sylla

i nterposing, bade Archelaus take no further care for Mthridates,

but assunme the crown to hinmself, and becone a confederate of Rone,
delivering up the navy. Archel aus professing his abhorrence of such
treason, Sylla proceeded: "So you, Archelaus, a Cappadoci an, and
slave, or if it so please you friend, to a barbarian king, would

not, upon such vast considerations, be guilty of what is

di shonourabl e, and yet dare to talk to ne, Roman general and Sylla, of
treason? as if you were not the self-same Archel aus who ran away at
Chaeronea, with few renai ni ng out of one hundred and twenty thousand
nmen; who lay for two days in the fens of O chonmenus, and left

Boeoti a i npassabl e for heaps of dead carcasses." Archel aus, changing
his tone at this, hunbly besought himto |ay aside the thoughts of
war, and nmeke peace with Mthridates. Sylla consenting to this
request, articles of agreement were concluded on. That Mthridates
shoul d quit Asia and Paphl agonia, restore Bithynia to Ni conmedes,
Cappadoci a to Ariobarzanes, and pay the Ronans two thousand talents,
and give himseventy ships of war with all their furniture. On the

ot her hand, that Sylla should confirmto himhis other dom nions,



and declare hima Roman confederate. On these ternms he proceeded by
the way of Thessaly and Macedon towards the Hell espont, having
Archelaus with him and treating himwi th great attention. For

Archel aus bei ng taken dangerously ill at Larissa, he stopped the march
of the arny, and took care of him as if he had been one of his own
captains, or his colleague in comand. This gave suspicion of fou

play in the battle of Chaeronea; as it was al so observed that Sylla
had rel eased all the friends of Mthridates taken prisoners in war,
except only Aristion the tyrant, who was at ennmity with Archel aus, and
was put to death by poison; and, above all, ten thousand acres of |and
i n Euboea had been given to the Cappadoci an, and he had received
fromSylla the style of friend and ally of the Romans. On all which
points Sylla defends hinself in his Menoirs.

The anbassadors of Mthridates arriving and declaring that they
accepted of the conditions, only Paphlagonia they could not part wth;
and as for the ships, professing not to know of any such capitul ation
Sylla in a rage exclai ned, "Wat say you? Does Mthridates then
wi t hhol d Paphl agoni a? and as to the ships, deny that article?

t hought to have seen himprostrate at nmy feet to thank nme for

| eaving himso nuch as that right hand of his, which has cut off so
many Romans. He will shortly, at ny coming over into Asia, speak
anot her |anguage; in the neantine, et himat his ease in Perganus sit
managi ng a war whi ch he never saw. " The anbassadors in terror stood
silent by, but Archel aus endeavoured wi th hunbl e supplications to
assuage his wath, laying hold on his right hand and weeping. In
concl usi on he obtai ned permission to go hinself in person to
Mthridates; for that he would either nediate a peace to the
satisfaction of Sylla, or if not, slay hinmself. Sylla having thus
despat ched hi m away, nmade an inroad into Maedica, and after w de
depopul ati ons returned back again into Macedon, where he received
Archel aus about Philippi, bringing word that all was well, and that
M thridates earnestly requested an interview The chief cause of
this neeting was Finbria; for he, having assassinated Flaccus, the
consul of the contrary faction, and worsted the Mthridatic
commanders, was advanci ng agai nst Mthridates hinself, who, fearing
this, chose rather to seek the friendship of Sylla.

And so nmet at Dardanus in the Troad, on one side Mthridates,
attended with two hundred ships, and | and-forces consisting of
twenty thousand nmen at arns, six thousand horse, and a large train
of scythed chariots; on the other, Sylla with only four cohorts and
two hundred horse. As Mthridates drew near and put out his hand,
Syl l a demanded whether he was willing or no to end the war on the
terns Archel aus had agreed to, but seeing the king nmade no answer,
"How i s this?" he continued, "ought not the petitioner to speak first,
and the conqueror to listen in silence?" And when Mthridates,
entering upon his plea, began to shift off the war, partly on the
gods, and partly to blame the Romans thensel ves, he took himup
saying that he had heard, indeed, |ong since fromothers, and now he
knew it hinself for truth, that Mthridates was a powerful speaker
who in defence of the nost foul and unjust proceedings, had not wanted
for specious pretences. Then charging himw th and inveighing bitterly
agai nst the outrages he had conmitted, he asked agai n whether he was
willing or no to ratify the treaty of Archelaus? Mthridates answering
in the affirmative, Sylla canme forward, enbraced and ki ssed him Not
long after he introduced Ariobarzanes and N conedes, the two kings,
and nade themfriends. Mthridates, when he had handed over to Sylla
seventy ships and five hundred archers, set sail for Pontus.

Sylla, perceiving the soldiers to be dissatisfied with the peace (as
it seenmed indeed a nonstrous thing that they should see the king who
was their bitterest eneny, and who had caused one hundred and fifty



t housand Romans to be massacred in one day in Asia, now sailing off
with the riches and spoils of Asia, which he had pillaged, and put
under contribution for the space of four years), in his defence to
them al | eged, that he could not have nade head agai nst Finbria and
Mthridates, had they both withstood himin conjunction. Thence he set
out and went in search of Finbria, who lay with the arny about
Thyatira, and pitching his canp not far off, proceeded to fortify it
with a trench. The soldiers of Finbria canme out in their single coats,
and saluting his nen, lent ready assistance to the work; which

change Finbria behol ding, and apprehending Sylla as irreconcil abl e,
laid violent hands on hinmself in the canp.

Sylla inposed on Asia in general a tax of twenty thousand talents,
and despoiled individually each fanmily by the Iicentious behavi our and
I ong residence of the soldiery in private quarters. For he ordai ned
that every host should allow his guest four tetradrachns each day, and
noreover entertain him and as nany friends as he should invite,
with a supper; that a centurion should receive fifty drachns a day,
together with one suit of clothes to wear within doors, and another
when he went abroad.

Havi ng set out from Ephesus with the whol e navy, he canme the third
day to anchor in the Piraeus. Here he was initiated in the
nysteries, and seized for his use the library of Apellicon the
Teian, in which were nost of the works of Theophrastus and
Aristotle, then not in general circulation. Wen the whol e was
af terwards conveyed to Rone, there, it is said, the greater part of
the collection passed through the hands of Tyrannion the grammarian
and that Androni cus the Rhodian, having through his neans the
command of numerous copies, nmade the treatises public, and drew up the
cat al ogues that are now current. The el der Peripatetics appear
t hensel ves, indeed, to have been acconplished and | earned nen, but
of the witings of Aristotle and Theophrastus they had no | arge or
exact know edge, because Theophrastus bequeathing his books to the
heir of Neleus of Scepsis, they cane into careless and illiterate
hands.

During Sylla's stay about Athens, his feet were attacked by a
heavy benunbi ng pain, which Strabo calls the first inarticul ate sounds
of the gout. Taking, therefore, a voyage to Aedepsus, he made use of
the hot waters there, allowi ng hinself at the sane tine to forget
all anxieties, and passing away his tine with actors. As he was
wal ki ng al ong the seashore, certain fishermen brought him sone
magni ficent fish. Being nuch delighted with the gift, and
understandi ng, on inquiry, that they were nmen of Hal aesae, "What," said
he, "are there any nmen of Hal aesae surviving?" For after his victory at
O chomenus, in the heat of a pursuit, he had destroyed three cities of
Boeoti a, Anthedon, Laryma, and Hal aeae. The nmen not knowi ng what to
say for fear, Sylla, with a smle, bade them cheer up and return in
peace, as they had brought with them no insignificant intercessors.
The Hal aeans say that this first gave themcourage to re-unite and
return to their city.

Syl l'a, having nmarched through Thessaly and Macedon to the sea coast,
prepared, with twelve hundred vessels, to cross over from
Dyrrhachiumto Brundisium Not far from hence is Apollonia, and near
it the Nynphaeum a spot of ground where, from anong green trees and
nmeadows, there are found at various points springs of fire continually
stream ng out. Here, they say, a satyr, such as statuaries and
pai nters represent, was caught asl eep, and brought before Sylla, where
he was asked by several interpreters who he was, and, after nuch
trouble, at last uttered nothing intelligible, but a harsh noise,
sonet hi ng between the neighing of a horse and crying of a goat. Sylla,
in dismay, and deprecating such an onen, bade it be renoved.



At the point of transportation, Sylla being in alarm I|est at
their first setting foot upon Italy the soldiers should di sband and
di sperse one by one anong the cities, they of their own accord first
took an oath to stand firmby him and not of their good-will to
injure Italy; then seeing himin distress for noney, they made, so
they say, a free-will offering, and contributed each nan according
to his ability. However, Sylla would not accept of their offering, but
prai sing their good-will, and arousing up their courage, went over (as
he hinmself wites) against fifteen hostile generals in comand of four
hundred and fifty cohorts; but not w thout the nobst unm stakabl e
divine intimtions of his approachi ng happy successes. For when he was
sacrificing at his first landing near Tarentum the victims liver
showed the figure of a crown of laurel with two fillets hanging from
it. And a little while before his arrival in Canpania, near the
nmount ai n Hephaeus, two stately goats were seen in the daytine,
fighting together, and performing all the notions of nen in battle. It
proved to be an apparition, and rising up gradually fromthe ground,

di spersed in the air, like fancied representations in the clouds,
and so vani shed out of sight. Not long after, in the self-sane

pl ace, when Marius the younger and Norbanus the consul attacked him
with two great armies, without prescribing the order of battle, or
arrangi ng his nen according to their divisions, by the sway only of
one common alacrity and transport of courage, he overthrew the
eneny, and shut up Norbanus into the city of Capua, with the |oss of
seven thousand of his nen. And this was the reason, he says, that
the soldiers did not |eave himand disperse into the different
towns, but held fast to him and despised the eneny, though infinitely
nore in nunber.

At Silvium (as he hinself relates it), there net hima servant of
Pontius, in a state of divine possession, saying that he brought him
the power of the sword and victory from Bel |l ona, the goddess of war,
and if he did not nmake haste, that the capitol would be burnt, which
fell out on the same day the man foretold it, nanely, on the sixth day
of the nonth Quintilis, which we now call July.

At Fidentia, also, Marcus Lucullus, one of Sylla's conmanders,
reposed such confidence in the forwardness of the soldiers, as to dare
to face fifty cohorts of the eneny with only sixteen of his own: but
because many of them were unarmed del ayed the onset. As he stood
thus waiting, and considering with hinself, a gentle gale of wnd,
bearing along with it fromthe nei ghbouring neadows a quantity of
flowers, scattered them down upon the arny, on whose shields and
hel mets they settled, and arranged thensel ves spontaneously so as to
give the soldiers, in the eyes of the eneny, the appearance of being
crowned with chaplets. Upon this, being yet further aninmated, they
joined battle, and victoriously slaying eight thousand nmen, took the
canp. This Lucullus was brother to that Lucullus who in aftertines
conquered Mthridates and Tigranes.

Sylla, seeing hinmself still surrounded by so many arnies, and such
m ghty hostile powers, had recourse to art, inviting Scipio, the other
consul, to a treaty of peace. The notion was willingly enbraced, and
several neetings and consultations ensued, in all which Sylla, stil
i nterposing matter of delay and new pretences, in the nmeanwhile,
debauched Sci pio's nmen by nmeans of his own, who were as well practised
as the general hinself in all the artifices of inveigling. For
entering into the eneny's quarters and joining in conversation, they
gai ned sone by present noney, sonme by pronises, others by fair words
and persuasions; so that in the end, when Sylla with twenty cohorts
drew near, on his men saluting Scipio's soldiers, they returned the
greeting and cane over, |eaving Scipio behind themin his tent,
where he was found all alone and dism ssed. And having used his twenty



cohorts as decoys to ensnare the forty of the enemy, he led them al
back into the canp. On this occasion, Carbo was heard to say that he
had both a fox and a lion in the breast of Sylla to deal with, and was
nost troubled with the fox.

Sone tinme after, at Signia, Marius the younger, with eighty-five
cohorts, offered battle to Sylla, who was extrenely desirous to have
it decided on that very day; for the night before he had seen a vision
in his sleep, of Marius the elder, who had been sone tine dead,
advising his son to beware of the follow ng day, as of fatal
consequence to him For this reason, Sylla, longing to conme to a
battle, sent off for Dol abella, who | ay encanped at sone di stance. But
because the eneny had beset and bl ocked up the passes, his soldiers
got tired with skirm shing and marching at once. To these difficulties
was added, noreover, tenpestuous rainy weather, which distressed
them nmost of all. The principal officers therefore cane to Sylla,
and besought himto defer the battle that day, showi ng himhow the
soldiers lay stretched on the ground, where they had thrown thensel ves
down in their weariness, resting their heads upon their shields to
gai n sone repose. Vhen, wth nmuch reluctance, he had yiel ded, and
given orders for pitching the canp, they had no sooner begun to cast
up the ranmpart and draw the ditch, but Marius cane riding up furiously
at the head of his troops, in hopes to scatter themin that disorder
and confusion. Here the gods fulfilled Sylla's dream For the
soldiers, stirred up with anger, left off their work, and sticking
their javelins into the bank, with drawn swords and a courageous
shout, cane to blows with the eneny, who nade but snall resistance
and | ost great nunmbers in the flight. Marius fled to Praeneste, but
finding the gates shut, tied hinmself round by a rope that was thrown
down to him and was taken up on the walls. Sone there are (as
Fenestella for one) who affirmthat Marius knew nothing of the
fight, but, overwatched and spent with hard duty, had reposed hinself,
when the signal was given, beneath sone shade, and was hardly to be
awakened at the flight of his nen. Sylla, according to his own
account, lost only twenty-three men in this fight, having killed of
the eneny twenty thousand, and taken alive eight thousand.

The Iike success attended his |ieutenants, Ponpey, Crassus,

Metel lus, Servilius, who with little or no loss cut off vast nunbers
of the eneny, insomuch that Carbo, the prime supporter of the cause,
fled by night fromhis charge of the army, and sailed over into Libya.
In the last struggle, however, the Sammite Tel esinus, |ike sone
chanpi on, whose lot it is to enter last of all into the lists and take
up the wearied conqueror, cane nigh to have foiled and overt hrown
Sylla before the gates of Rome. For Telesinus with his second,
Lanmponi us the Lucani an, having collected a large force, had been
hasteni ng towards Praeneste, to relieve Marius fromthe siege; but
perceiving Sylla ahead of him and Ponpey behi nd, both hurrying up
agai nst him straitened thus before and behind, as a valiant and
experienced soldier, he arose by night, and marching directly with his
whol e arny, was within a little of making his way unexpectedly into
Rome itself. He lay that night before the city, at ten furl ongs
di stance fromthe Colline gate, elated and full of hope at having thus
out-general l ed so nany em nent commanders. At break of day, being
charged by the noble youth of the city, anmpong many others he overthrew
Appi us C audi us, renowned for high birth and character. The city, as

is easy to imagine, was all in an uproar, the wonen shrieking and
runni ng about, as if it had already been entered forcibly by
assault, till at last Bal bus, sent forward by Sylla, was seen riding

up with seven hundred horse at full speed. Halting only |l ong enough to
wi pe the sweat fromthe horses, and then hastily bridling again, he at
once attacked the eneny. Presently Sylla hinself appeared, and



commandi ng those who were forenost to take imredi ate refreshnent,
proceeded to formin order for battle. Dol abella and Torquatus were
extremely earnest with himto desist awhile, and not with spent forces
to hazard the | ast hope, having before themin the field, not Carbo or
Marius, but two warlike nations bearing imortal hatred to Rome, the
Sammites and Lucani ans, to grapple with. But he put them by, and
commanded the trunpets to sound a charge, when it was now about four

o' clock in the afternoon. In the conflict which followed, as sharp a
one as ever was, the right wing where Crassus was posted had clearly

t he advantage; the left suffered and was in distress, when Sylla

cane to its succour, mounted on a white courser, full of mettle and
exceedingly swift, which two of the eneny knowi ng himby, had their

| ances ready to throw at him he hinself observed nothing, but his

att endant behind himgiving the horse a touch, he was, unknown to
hinsel f, just so far carried forward that the points, falling beside
the horse's tail, stuck in the ground. There is a story that he had

a small gol den i mage of Apollo from Del phi, which he was al ways wont
in battle to carry about himin his bosom and that he then kissed

it with these words, "O Apollo Pythius, who in so many battl es hast

rai sed to honour and greatness the Fortunate Cornelius Sylla, wlt

t hou now cast hi m down, bringing himbefore the gate of his country,
to perish shanefully with his fellowcitizens?" Thus, they say,
addressing hinself to the god, he entreated sone of his nen

threatened sone, and seized others with his hand, till at length the
left wing being wholly shattered, he was forced, in the genera

rout, to betake hinmself to the canp, having lost many of his friends
and acquai ntance. Many, |ikewi se, of the city spectators, who had cone
out, were killed or trodden under foot. So that it was generally
believed in the city that all was |ost, and the siege of Praeneste was
all but raised; many fugitives fromthe battle making their way
thither, and urging Lucretius Ofella, who was appointed to keep on the
siege, torise in all haste, for that Sylla had perished, and Rone
fallen into the hands of the eneny.

About nidnight there cane into Sylla's canp nessengers from Crassus,
to fetch provision for himand his soldiers; for having vanqui shed the
eneny, they had pursued himto the walls of Antemma, and had sat
down there. Sylla, hearing this, and that nost of the eneny was
destroyed, canme to Antemna by break of day, where three thousand of
t he besi eged having sent forth a herald, he promised to receive them
to mercy, on condition they did the eneny nischief in their coning
over. Trusting to his word, they fell foul on the rest of their
conpani ons, and made a great slaughter one of another. Neverthel ess,
Syl la gathered together in the circus, as well these as other
survivors of the party, to the nunber of six thousand, and just as
he conmenced speaking to the senate, in the tenple of Bellona,
proceeded to cut them down, by nen appointed for that service. The cry
of so vast a multitude put to the sword, in so narrow a space, was
natural ly heard sonme distance, and startled the senators. He, however,
continuing his speech with a cal mand unconcerned countenance, bade
themlisten to what he had to say, and not busy thensel ves w th what
was doi ng out of doors; he had given directions for the chastisenent
of some of fenders. This gave the nost stupid of the Ronans to
understand that they had nmerely exchanged, not escaped, tyranny. And
Marius, being of a naturally harsh tenper, had not altered, but merely
conti nued what he had been, in authority; whereas Sylla, using his
fortune noderately and unanmbitiously at first, and giving good hopes
of a true patriot, firmto the interests both of the nobility and
comonal ty, being, noreover, of a gay and cheerful tenper fromhis
youth, and so easily noved to pity as to shed tears readily, has,
per haps deservedly, cast a blem sh upon offices of great authority, as



if they deranged nmen's former habits and character, and gave rise to
vi ol ence, pride, and inhumanity. \Wether this be a real change and
revolution in the nind, caused by fortune, or rather a | urking
vi ci ousness of nature, discovering itself in authority, it were matter
of another sort of disquisition to decide.

Syl la being thus wholly bent upon slaughter, and filling the city
wi th executions w thout nunber or limt, many wholly uninterested
persons falling a sacrifice to private ennity, through his
perm ssion and indul gence to his friends, Caius Metellus, one of the
younger men, nade bold in the senate to ask himwhat end there was
of these evils, and at what point he m ght be expected to stop? "W do
not ask you," said he, "to pardon any whom you have resolved to
destroy, but to free from doubt those whom you are pl eased to save
Syl la answering, that he knew not as yet whomto spare, "Wy, then
said he, "tell us whomyou will punish." This Sylla said he would
do. These |l ast words, sonme authors say, were spoken not by Metellus,
but by Afidius, one of Sylla's fawning conpani ons. |nmediately upon
this, without comrunicating with any of the magistrates, Sylla
proscribed eighty persons, and notw t hstandi ng the genera
i ndi gnation, after one day's respite, he posted two hundred and twenty
nore, and on the third again, as many. In an address to the people
on this occasion, he told them he had put up as many nanes as he could
thi nk of; those which had escaped his nmenory, he would publish at a
future tinme. He issued an edict |ikew se, naking death the
puni shment of humanity, proscribing any who should dare to receive and
cherish a proscribed person w thout exception to brother, son, or
parents. And to hi mwho should slay any one proscribed person, he
ordained two talents reward, even were it a slave who had killed his
master, or a son his father. And what was thought nobst unjust of
all, he caused the attainder to pass upon their sons, and sons
sons, and nade open sale of all their property. Nor did the
proscription prevail only at Rone, but throughout all the cities of
Italy the effusion of blood was such, that neither sanctuary of the
gods, nor hearth of hospitality, nor ancestral hone escaped. Men
were butchered in the enbraces of their wives, children in the arns of
their nothers. Those who perished through public aninosity or
private enmity were nothing in conparison of the nunbers of those
who suffered for their riches. Even the nmurderers began to say, that
"his fine house killed this man, a garden that, a third, his hot
bat hs." Quintus Aurelius, a quiet, peaceable man, and one who
thought all his part in the conmon calanity consisted in condoling
with the misfortunes of others, coning into the forumto read the
list, and finding hinself anong the proscribed, cried out, "We is neg,
ny Al ban farm has inforned against ne." He had not gone far before
he was despatched by a ruffian, sent on that errand.

In the nmeantinme, Marius, on the point of being taken, killed
hinself; and Sylla, coming to Praeneste, at first proceeded judicially

agai nst each particular person, till at last, finding it a work of too
much tine, he cooped themup together in one place, to the nunber of
twel ve thousand nen, and gave order for the execution of themall, his

own host al one excepted. But he, brave man, telling himhe could not
accept the obligation of life fromthe hands of one who had been the
ruin of his country, went in anmong the rest, and subnmitted willingly
to the stroke. What Lucius Catilina did was thought to exceed al

other acts. For having, before matters cane to an issue, nade away
with his brother, he besought Sylla to place himin the list of
proscription, as though he had been alive, which was done; and
Catiline, to return the kind office, assassinated a certain Marcus
Marius, one of the adverse party, and brought the head to Sylla, as he
was sitting in the forum and then going to the holy water of



Apol | o, which was ni gh, washed his hands.

There were other things, besides this bl oodshed, which gave of fence.
For Sylla had declared hinself dictator, an office which had then been
| aid aside for the space of one hundred and twenty years. There was,

i kewi se, an act of grace passed on his behalf, granting indemity for
what was passed, and for the future intrusting himw th the power of
life and death, confiscation, division of |ands, erecting and
denol i shing of cities, taking away of kingdons, and bestow ng t hem

at pleasure. He conducted the sale of confiscated property after

such an arbitrary, inperious way, fromthe tribunal, that his gifts
excited greater odiumeven than his usurpations; wonen, mnmes, and
nmusi ci ans, and the | owest of the freed slaves had presents nade them
of the territories of nations and the revenues of cities: and wonmen of
rank were married against their will to some of them Wshing to
insure the fidelity of Ponpey the Great by a nearer tie of blood, he
bade himdivorce his present wife, and forcing Aenilia, the daughter
of Scaurus and Metella, his owmn wife, to | eave her husband, Manius

G abrio, he bestowed her, though then with child, on Ponpey, and she
died in childbirth at his house.

When Lucretius Ofella, the sanme who reduced Marius by siege, offered
hi msel f for the consulship, he first forbade him then, seeing he
could not restrain him on his conming dow into the forumwith a
nurmerous train of followers, he sent one of the centurions who were
i medi ately about him and slew him hinself sitting on the tribuna
in the tenple of Castor, and behol ding the rmurder from above. The
citizens apprehending the centurion, and dragging himto the tribunal
he bade them cease their clamouring and | et the centurion go, for he
had comuanded it.

His triunph was, in itself, exceedingly splendid, and
di stinguished by the rarity and magni ficence of the royal spoils;
but its yet greatest glory was the noble spectacle of the exiles.

For in the rear followed the nbost em nent and nost potent of the
citizens, crowned with garlands, and calling Sylla saviour and father
by whose nmeans they were restored to their own country, and again
enjoyed their wives and children. Wen the solemity was over, and the
time come to render an account of his actions, addressing the public
assenbly, he was as profuse in enunerating the |lucky chances of war as
any of his owmn nmilitary nmerits. And, finally, fromthis felicity he
requested to receive the surname of Felix. In witing and

transacting business with the G eeks, he styled hinself

Epaphroditus, and on his trophies which are still extant with us the
name is given Lucius Cornelius Sylla Epaphroditus. Mreover, when

his wife had brought himforth twins, he naned the nal e Faustus and
the femal e Fausta, the Roman words for what is auspicious and of happy
omen. The confidence which he reposed in his good genius, rather

than in any abilities of his own, enbol dened him though deeply

i nvol ved in bl oodshed, and though he had been the author of such great
changes and revol utions of state, to lay down his authority, and pl ace
the right of consular elections once nore in the hands of the

peopl e. And when they were held, he not only declined to seek that
office, but in the forum exposed his person publicly to the people,
wal ki ng up and down as a private man. And contrary to his will, a
certain bold man and his eneny, Mrcus Lepidus, was expected to becone
consul, not so nmuch by his own interest, as by the power and
solicitation of Ponpey, whomthe people were willing to oblige. Wen

t he busi ness was over, seeing Ponpey goi ng hone overjoyed with the
success, he called himto himand said, "Wat a polite act, young nan
to pass by Catulus, the best of nen, and choose Lepi dus, the worst! It
will be well for you to be vigilant, now that you have strengthened
your opponent agai nst yourself." Sylla spoke this, it may seem by a



prophetic instinct, for, not long after, Lepidus grew insolent and
broke into open hostility to Ponpey and his friends.

Sylla, consecrating the tenth of his whol e substance to Hercul es,
entertained the people with sunptuous feastings. The provision was
so much above what was necessary, that they were forced daily to throw
great quantities of nmeat into the river, and they drank wine forty
years old and upwards. In the nidst of the banqueting, which | asted
many days, Metella died of a disease. And because that the priest
forbade himto visit the sick, or suffer his house to be polluted with
nmour ni ng, he drew up an act of divorce and caused her to be renoved
i nto another house whilst alive. Thus far, out of religious
appr ehensi on, he observed the strict rule to the very letter, but in
the funeral expenses he transgressed the | aw he hinsel f had nade,
limting the amount, and spared no cost. He transgressed, |ikew se,
his own sunptuary | aws respecting expenditure in banquets, thinking to
allay his grief by luxurious drinking parties and revellings with
conmon buf f oons.

Sonme few nonths after, at a show of gladiators, when nmen and wonen
sat proniscuously in the theatre, no distinct places being as yet
appoi nted, there sat down by Sylla a beautiful woman of high birth, by
name Val eria, daughter of Messala, and sister to Hortensius the
orator. Now it happened that she had been lately divorced from her
husband. Passing al ong behind Sylla, she | eaned on himw th her
hand, and plucking a bit of wool fromhis garnment, so proceeded to her
seat. And on Sylla |ooking up and wondering what it neant, "Wat harm
mghty sir," said she, "if | also was desirous to partake a little
in your felicity?" It appeared at once that Sylla was not
di spl eased, but even tickled in his fancy, for he sent out to
i nqui re her name, her birth, and past life. Fromthis time there
passed between them many side gl ances, each continually turning
round to |l ook at the other, and frequently interchanging smiles. In
the end, overtures were nade, and a marriage concluded on. Al which
was i nnocent, perhaps, on the lady's side, but, though she had been
never so nodest and virtuous, it was scarcely a tenperate and worthy
occasi on of nmarriage on the part of Sylla, to take fire, as a boy
mght, at a face and a bold | ook, incentives not seldomto the nost
di sorderly and shanel ess passi ons.

Not wi t hst anding this nmarriage, he kept conpany with actresses,
nmusi ci ans, and dancers, drinking with them on couches night and day.
Hi s chief favourites were Roscius the conedian, Sorex the arch mine
and Metrobius the player, for whom though past his prime, he stil
prof essed a passionate fondness. By these courses he encouraged a
di sease whi ch had begun from uni nportant cause; and for a long tinme he
failed to observe that his bowels were ulcerated, till at length the
corrupted flesh broke out into lice. Many were enpl oyed day and
night in destroying them but the work so multiplied under their
hands, that not only his clothes, baths, basins, but his very neat was
polluted with that flux and contagion, they came swarnming out in
such nunbers. He went frequently by day into the bath to scour and
cl eanse his body, but all in vain; the evil generated too rapidly
and too abundantly for any ablutions to overcone it. There died of
this disease, anongst those of the nbst ancient tines, Acastus, the
son of Pelias; of later date, Al cnan the poet, Pherecydes the
t heol ogi an, Callisthenes the Aynthian, in the tine of his
i mprisonment, as also Micius the |lawer; and if we may nention
i gnobl e, but notorious nanes, Eunus the fugitive, who stirred up the
slaves of Sicily to rebel against their nmasters, after he was
brought captive to Rome, died of this creeping sickness.

Sylla not only foresaw his end, but may be also said to have witten
of it. For in the twd-and-twentieth book of his Menoirs, which he



finished two days before his death, he wites that the Chal deans
foretold him that after he had led a Iife of honour, he should
conclude it in fulness of prosperity. He declares, noreover, that in a
vi sion he had seen his son, who had died not |ong before Mtella,
stand by in nourning attire, and beseech his father to cast off
further care, and come along with himto his nother Metella, there
to live at ease and quietness with her. However, he coul d not
refrain fromintermeddling in public affairs. For, ten days before his
decease, he conposed the differences of the people of Dicaearchia, and
prescribed laws for their better governnent. And the very day before
his end, it being told himthat the magistrate G anius deferred the
paynment of a public debt, in expectation of his death, he sent for him
to his house, and placing his attendants about him caused himto be
strangl ed; but through the straining of his voice and body, the
i mpost hunme breaking, he lost a great quantity of blood. Upon this, his
strength failing him after spending a troubl esone night, he died,
| eavi ng behind himtwo young children by Metella. Valeria was
afterwards delivered of a daughter, naned Posthuna; for so the
Romans call those who are born after the father's death.

Many ran tumul tuously together, and joined with Lepidus to deprive
the corpse of the accustonmed solemities; but Ponpey, though
of fended at Sylla (for he alone of all his friends was not mentioned
in his will), having kept off sonme by his interest and entreaty,
ot hers by menaces, conveyed the body to Ronme, and gave it a secure and
honourabl e burial. It is said that the Roman | adies contributed such
vast heaps of spices, that besides what was carried on two hundred and
ten litters, there was sufficient to forma large figure of Sylla
hi nsel f, and another representing a lictor, out of the costly
franki ncense and ci nnanon. The day being cloudy in the norning, they

deferred carrying forth the corpse till about three in the
afternoon, expecting it would rain. But a strong wi nd bl owi ng ful
upon the funeral pile, and setting it all in a bright flane, the

body was consumed so exactly in good tinme, that the pyre had begun

to snmoul der, and the fire was upon the point of expiring, when a
violent rain came down, which continued till night. So that his good
fortune was firmeven to the last, and did as it were officiate at his
funeral. Hi s monunment stands in the Canmpus Martius, with an epitaph of
his owmn writing; the substance of it being, that he had not been
outdone by any of his friends in doing good turns, nor by any of his
foes in doing bad.

THE END
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